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INTRODUCTION 


L eonard John Nuttall (1834-1905) began keeping a diary in Decem- 
ber 1876, a few days before the dedication of the St. George tem- 
ple in southern Utah. He joined a throng of other Latter-day Saints 
for this much anticipated event, traveling from his home in Kanab, a 
small Mormon community east of St. George, where he presided 
over the local congregation. However, Nuttall’s involvement would 
be unique in that he had been asked to assist LDS President Brigham 
Young and Apostle Wilford Woodruff as a temple recorder and in 
writing out “the Ceremony of the [temple] Endowments from Begin- 
ning to End,” to which he would dedicate himself for three full 
months. 1 His diary during this period contains fascinating accounts 
of issues surrounding the temple and his attendance at private meet- 
ings of church officials. 

Fortunately for readers today, Nuttall took up the pen just as he 
embarked upon what would prove a long career as secretary to the 
highest ranking leaders of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

1 See Scott G. Kenney, comp., Wilford Woodruffs Journal, 1833-1898, 9 vols. (Mid- 
vale, Utah: Signature Books, 1983-85), 7:322. Nuttall copied the proceedings of the 
temple dedication into Woodruff s journal and corrected the dedicatory prayer for 
publication in the Deseret News. See Clarence G. Jensen, “A Biographical Study of 
Leonard John Nuttall, Private Secretary to Presidents John Taylor and Wilford Wood- 
ruff,” M.A. thesis, Brigham Young University, 1962, 34-35. 


XI 


Introduction 


Saints. His association with Brigham Young was brief, but for nearly 
thirteen years beginning in June 1879, he occupied a privileged posi- 
tion as private secretary and confidant to Presidents John Taylor and 
Wilford Woodruff. Like William Clayton, personal secretary to Jo- 
seph Smith during the early 1840s, J Nuttall enjoyed a rarefied per- 
spective. He traveled extensively with the church presidents, at- 
tended hundreds of council meetings and worship services, handled 
private correspondence, and overheard conversations— many of 
which are recorded in his diaries. Where other accounts exist, 
Nuttall’s is often the most telling. His personal connection to the ad- 
ministrative inner-workings of the LDS Church elevate his diary to 
one of the most significant of late nineteenth-century Mormondom. 

FAMILY, COMMUNITY, CHURCH, AND HEALTH 

Before discussing the diaries themselves, I will highlight the ma- 
jor events in “L. John’s” life. He was born July 6, 1834, in Liverpool, 
England, to William Nuttall and Mary Langhorn. 2 3 LDS Apostlejohn 
Taylor was his uncle and introduced the Nuttall family to Mormon- 
ism in 1850. The oldest son, William, was baptized first, and a month 
later on October 8, 1850, father and mother and their two remaining 
sons followed suit. In March 1852 the converts started for Utah 
aboard the 815-ton ship Rockaway in company with Taylor, twenty- 
five other church members, and newly acquired equipment for the 
Deseret Manufacturing Company’s sugar industry. 4 Six months lat- 
er, the Nuttalls reached their destination and established a home in 
Provo, forty miles south of Salt Lake City. 

Over the next twenty-five years, L. John was active in civic and 
military affairs. He served as adjutant of Company C Infantry of the 
Provo Militia during the 1857 Utah War, one of some 150 men or- 
dered to fortify Echo Canyon to ward off U.S. Colonel Sidney John- 
son’s advancing army. In 1866, now Colonel Nuttall led a division of 

2 See George D. Smith, ed., An Intimate Chronicle: The Journals of William Clayton 
(Salt Lake City: Signature Books and Smith Research Associates, 1991). 

3 Biographical information comes primarily from Nuttall’s diaries; Jensen, “Bio- 
graphical Study”; and Clara C. N. Giles, “History of L. John Nuttall,” L. Tom Perry 
Special Collections, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah. 

4 The initial sugar beet experiment failed, and it was not until the 1890s that a 
successful sugar factory was established (Leonard J. Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom: 

An Economic History of the Latter-day Saints, 1830-1900 [Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Uni- 
versity Press, 1958], 116-20). 


Introduction 


seventy-five men in the First Regiment, First Brigade, Second Divi- 
sion of the Nauvoo Legion, or Utah Territorial Militia, during Utah’s 
Black Flawk War. In civic affairs, he was a member of the Provo City 
Council, alderman, and justice of the peace. He also held clerical po- 
sitions: recorder and auditor, probate and county clerk, and chief 
clerk of the territorial legislative council. 

Exactly where he developed the skill and propensity for office 
work is unclear since the details of his early education are sketchy. 
He attended St. Brides School in Liverpool until he was thirteen and 
a half, when he turned to his father’s trade of shipbuilding. Still, early 
records hint at his clerical abilities. The minutes of the Provo City 
Council between 1861 and 1872 are in Nuttall’s hand, and he kept 
the account of the Provo Military District, including some of his ex- 
periences during the Utah War. Of an eleven-man company sent to 
explore Uinta Valley in September 1861, he was the only member of 
the expedition to maintain a written record. ’ Unfortunately, he de- 
veloped the habit of documenting daily events too late for us to know 
much about his youth. 

LDS church obligations occupied much of his energy as an 
adult. A proselytizing mission to Great Britain in 1874-75 began a 
long-time association with such church men as Francis M. Lyman, 
John Henry Smith, and Joseph F. Smith, all of whom would later be- 
come prominent in the church’s leading councils. Upon Nuttall’s re- 
turn from England, Brigham Young called him as bishop of the re- 
mote southern Utah settlement of Kanab. Two years later he was 
named president of the Kanab Stake. In the latter capacity, he over- 
saw the communal economies, known as United Orders, of Kanab 
and Orderville and was in other ways a major player in community 
development in those areas. b 

Much of his tenure as stake president transpired in absentia 

5 See “Record of the Provo Military District,” Apr. 25, 1857-May 17, 1858, L. 

John Nuttall Papers, L. Tom Perry Special Collections, Harold B. Lee Library, cited in 
Jensen, “Biographical Study,” 9. For the account of the Uinta Valley exploration, see 
Nuttall’s diary, Aug. 31, Sept. 3-17, 1861, published in Jedediah S. Rogers, “One Vast 
‘Contiguity of Waste’: Documents from an Early Attempt to Expand the Mormon King- 
dom into the Uinta Basin, 1861,” Utah Historical Quarterly 73 (Summer 2005): 249-64. 

6 Nuttall’s activities at the ward and stake levels are discussed in part by P. T. 
Reilly, “Kanab United Order: The President’s Nephew and the Bishop,” Utah Historical 
Quarterly 42 (Spring 1974): 144-64; and Leonard J. Arrington, Feramoz Y. Fox, and 
Dean L. May, Building the City of God: Community and Cooperation among the Mormons 
(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 1976), 225-94. 
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since he had become known to the church leadership, who thought 
to call him in October 1877 to help audit the accounts of the 
church’s trustee-in-trust, unravel the tangle of church property from 
Brigham Young’s estate, and put in order the church’s financial re- 
cords. The call came from John Taylor, who was president of the 
Quorum of Twelve Apostles and de facto church president at the 
time. Nuttall worked at these tasks in Salt Lake City until the contro- 
versy over the Young estate seemed to have subsided in May 1878. 
However, a year later church authorities once again summoned him 
to Salt Lake City to resume working on church accounts. This time 
he would remain permanently, replacing George Reynolds as Tay- 
lor’s private secretary because Reynolds had been arrested under 
the Morrill Anti-Bigamy Act. 

Life in Salt Lake City proved to be disruptive for Nuttall, who en- 
joyed Taylor’s confidence but, as he expressed in his diaries, “did not 
want to be called to move back to this part of the Territory, prefer- 
ring my home at Kanab.” His first wife— English convert Elizabeth 
Clarkson, whom he had married on Christmas Day 1856— remained 
with their children in Kanab; Sophia Taylor, his plural wife since 
1875, resided in Salt Lake City. Nuttall longed to rejoin his family 
and see his friends, but he evidently was only able to return to Kanab 
on two occasions before he was released as stake president— once in 
November 1881 while traveling with Taylor and then in September 
1883 to arrange matters within the stake and mediate some disputes 
involving people who wanted to withdraw from the United Order at 
Orderville.' When it became clear that Nuttall was to remain as secre- 


t See diary entries for Oct. 2, 10, Nov. 20, 1879; Nov. 16-21, 1881; Sept. 3-27, 
1883. The Saints in Kanab were constantly urging Nuttall to return, if only for a brief 
period, to set in order the stake’s affairs. Thomas Chamberlain wrote, “We earnestly 
hope that you will come [to stake conference in June], as we are very much in need of 
your counsel, at the present time, and it seems to us that it is absolutely necessary for 
the good of the Stake that you should be here” (Chamberlain to Nuttall, May 8, 1882, 
Nuttall Papers). William D. Johnson wrote, “You have been so long from us I fear you 
cannot feel what I have to put up with A and A carry— such a load that it gets very 
heavy— I so young Sc inexperienced. I do need some one to lean on.... you must come 
Sc visit us and straighten up some matters or the people will get into a worse muddle 
than at present” (Johnson to Nuttall, May 2, 1883, Nuttall Papers, with carets indicat- 
ing interlinear insertions). Nephi Johnson wrote in August 1883, “It does look like our 
stake was without a head.... I feel A that A if Prest Taylor knew just how things were here 
he would let you come down and be with us at Conference to straighten us up for if 
this Stake ever needed your fatherly care and wise council it is at the present time” 
(Johnson to Nuttall, Aug. 17, 1883, Nuttall Papers). 
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tary to the church president and his duties as stake president could 
not easily be attended to while he remained in Salt Lake City, Taylor 
released him as stake president in 1884. Most ofNuttall’s family soon 
relocated to Provo. 

Other circumstances also kept him away from his families. Like 
other polygamists, Nuttall had to slip into hiding or risk being con- 
victed of unlawful cohabitation under the Edmunds Act (1882). He 
generally lived in concealment between 1885 and 1891, but after- 
ward was free to go about his business. His diaries indicate that once 
in November 1888, he saw through his office window two of his chil- 
dren walking outside, but for fear of being arrested he did nothing. 
“They have not seen me for over a year,” he wrote. “This is some of 
the liberty guaranteed to me by this great magnanimous Nation, my 
own children not permitted to behold my face.” Three months later 
he considered it significant that the anniversary of George Washing- 
ton’s birthday “was my first day to walk out in the day time for over 
four years” (Nov. 1 1, 1888; Feb. 22, 1889). 

Long hours in the office, especially while in hiding, were detri- 
mental to Nuttall’s spirits. He also suffered various health problems 
much of his adult life. Consider the remedies he applied to cure a 
rash on his face; sour cream; “Tincture of Iron” mixed in buttermilk; 
the inside bark of a willow stem in sweet cream; and stewed cranber- 
ries. He tried painting his face “to stop the progress of the disease.” 
To help clear his stomach, he once drank a dose of “Hipo Sulphatic” 
and “about a wine glass full” of squeezed carrot juice. Despite sucb 
remedies, he found little relief during an especially difficult and 
painful three-month period in 1890. 8 

Periodic intervals of sickness and an aversion to the sedentary 
life of office work were almost unbearable at times. The First Presi- 
dency granted him the favor of releasing him twice, 1887-88 and 
1890, in order to assist Utah’s delegate to Congress, John T. Caine, in 
Washington, D.C. In all, Nuttall spent a total of nearly twenty 
months in the East. In 1892, the First Presidency asked him to look 
after the legal interests of the church’s Relief Society, which also gave 
him welcome time away from the office, as did his appointment to 
the board of the Deseret Sunday School Union. Even after he was re- 

8 See diary entries for Nov. 22, 30, Dec. 11, 19, 1890. N. Lee Smith discusses 
medicine in LDS history in “Herbal Remedies: God’s Medicine?” Dialogue: A Journal of 
Mormon Thought 12 (Fall 1979): 37-60. 
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leased as the First Presidency’s secretary, he continued to work with 
them. On April 1, 1897, when President Wilford Woodruffs abdom- 
inal distress worsened, Nuttall stepped in to act as his personal atten- 
dant, waiting on his needs, shaving him, keeping his journal, attend- 
ing to some office duties, and accompanying him on his travels. 9 

In addition to church assignments, Nuttall was active in civic 
and business affairs. As a representative year, in 1883 he was elected 
a director of the Salt Lake City Railway, Deseret Telegraph Com- 
pany, and Zion’s Savings Bank & Trust. He became a regent of the 
University of Deseret in 1880, Territorial Superintendent of District 
Schools in 1881, and incorporator and stockholder of the Deseret 
News Company in 1889. 

Nuttall died at the age of seventy on February 23, 1905, in Salt 
Lake City. He was survived by his wile Sophia and twelve of eighteen 
children. 1 " 


THE DIARIES 

Most of Nuttall’s diaries and papers are located in the L. Tom 
Perry Special Collections at Brigham Young University, gifts of 
grandson Floyd K. Giles, whose parents were Joseph G. Giles and 
Clara Clarkston Nuttall. Other papers, including diaries and records 
related to his work for the First Presidency, are held by the LDS 
Church. While selected portions of the diaries have appeared in 
print before," this is the first reliable transcript of the handwritten 
originals. 

The diaries at BYU consist of twenty-eight bound notebooks. 
There are chronological gaps in the diaries, which suggests the possi- 


9 See Kenney, comp., Wilford Woodruffs Journal, 9:452-563 (Apr. 1, 1897-Sept. 8, 
1898). Nuttall was Woodruff s sole companion on an 1897 excursion when, some writ- 
ers speculate, the aged prophet may have married Lydia von Finkelstein Mountford 
on a ship off the California coast. D. Michael Quinn, “LDS Church Authority and New 
Plural Marriages, 1890-1904,” Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought 18 (Spring 1985): 
64, believes the marriage may have taken place; others such as Thomas G. Alexander, 
Things in Heaven and Earth: The Life and Times of Wilford Woodruff, a Mormon Prophet 
(Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1991), 324-29, are skeptical. 

10 Although the details are sketchy, it will be of interest to readers that Nuttall 
was likely sealed to a third wife. For a more complete discussion of this issue, see 
chapter 8, note 55. 

11 See, e.g., L.John Nuttall Diary Excerpts (Salt Lake City: Pioneer Press, 1994), 
and New Mormon Studies CD-ROM: A Comprehensive Resource Library (Salt Lake City: 
Smith Research Associates, 1998). 
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ble existence of additional notebooks. But if others exist, their 
whereabouts remain unknown. 

Diary 1 is composed of burned and charred loose sheets in pro- 
tective plastic coverings. It includes entries describing Nuttall’s mili- 
tary experiences in the Utah War, Uinta Valley exploration, and 
Black Hawk War, with dates spanning 1857-58, 1861, 1866, and 
1868. The diary includes several pages of biographical notes, dates, 
and lists of expenses. 

Diary 2 is a tan leather address book measuring 5 Vs x 3Vfc inches, 
with entries from December 28, 1876, to August 24, 1877. All 112 
pages are filled, and miscellaneous notes appear on the inside front 
and back covers. 

Diary 3 has a red cover with gold lining and measures 6 V 2 x 4 
inches. It begins where Diary 2 leaves off, continuing to August 8 , 
1878, filling all 150 pages. The front cover has “L. J. Nuttall” written 
on it. Genealogical and various other notes are written near the front 
and back pages and on the inside covers. 

Diary 4 measures 6 x 3% inches, has a black cover, and includes 
the period from late 1878 to mid-1879. The front inside cover reads: 
“The book and contents belong to L. John Nuttall.” 

There is an unnumbered diary with entries from September 10 
to November 3, 1878, which measures 6 % x 3 '/a inches and has a dark 
red cover. Only about two-thirds of the pages are filled. On the inside 
front cover, “L. John Nuttall his Book” has been written in pen, and 
the inside cover has random notes in pencil; the second to last page 
contains a list of expenses. 

Diary 5 is a red book measuring 7 ’A x 5Vt inches. Of 240 pages, 
only 1 18 are filled, with entries running from June 19 to December 
16, 1879. “Records” is engraved in gold on the front, and the front 
and back covers have gold lining. The inside cover contains notes 
and dates. The diary includes some loose sheets which appear to 
have been meant as additions and therefore have been included in 
this volume. 

The next five diaries are identical in color and size— light tan 
leather, measuring 6 V 2 x 4 inches. The only difference is that Diary 9 
has thirty-six pages while the others have forty-eight. Diary 6 , begin- 
ningjuly 29, 1881, and ending September 25, 1881, bas forty-three 
of forty-five pages filled with daily entries, the last five pages devoted 
to notes and travel expenses. “L. John Nuttall Salt Lake City, Utah” 
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appears on the front cover. A portion of the diary was written in pur- 
ple pencil. 

Diary 7 covers October 27 to November 14, 1881, and all forty- 
eight pages are filled. There are also various notes on the inside front 
and back covers. The entries were rendered in purple pencil, with 
some markings in lead pencil including a large X crossing out each 
page. 

Diary 8 continues from the last entry of the previous diary 
through December 18, 1881. Forty-one of forty-eight pages are filled; 
the last two pages and inside front and back covers contain notes. 
Both purple and lead pencils were used. As with Diary 7, each page 
has been crossed out; in addition, portions of various entries were 
circled in pencil. 

Diary 9 has entries for February 3-6, 1882, and May 4-8, 1883. 
Twenty of the thirty-six pages were written on, with sundry notes on 
the final pages. The writing is in both purple and lead pencil; all 
pages have been crossed out. 

Diary 10, which covers August 4 to September 2, 1882, utilizes 
forty-two of forty-eight pages, the final two pages devoted to travel 
expenses. It is mostly written in purple pencil, with some lead, and all 
pages have been crossed out in a blue pencil or crayon. 

The next six diaries are similar to the previous group except that 
most are eighty pages long and the inside covers are red. Diary 1 1 
contains entries forjuly, August, and September 1883 and for Febru- 
ary and March 1 884. It is filled up to page sixty-five, and after a gap of 
eleven pages has notes on the construction of the Logan temple and 
lists of expenses. All entries are in purple pencil, then crossed out in 
lead pencil. 

Diary 12 has fewer total pages— fifty-two, of which twenty-three 
are devoted to entries for September 3-27, 1883, and March 4, 12, 
1884. The final two pages contain a record of expenses for travels to 
Sanpete County and other miscellaneous notes. 

Diary 13 from October and November 1883, October-Decem- 
ber 1884, and January 1885 begins with nine pages of illustrations 
and notes regarding the Bullion, Beck and Champion mine, fol- 
lowed by forty-five pages of daily entries, then five pages of notes and 
travel itineraries. The entries are written in purple or lead pencil. 

Diary 14— November 1883, April-May 1884— has entries up to 
page sixty-one, with the usual notes and travel expenses on the last 
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four pages and inside back cover. All writing is in purple pencil and 
all delete marks are in lead. 

Diary 15 is filled to page seventy-three with entries from May and 
June 1884 and a final two pages with notes and travel expenses. Most 
of it is written in purple pencil, and most pages are crossed out. 

For Diary 16, which covers July and August 1884, only about half 
the pages are filled; the final five pages have notes, itineraries, miles 
traveled, and expenses. Mostly purple pencil was used, and then 
crossed out in lead. 

Diary 1 7 has a light green cover with a dark red binding and mea- 
sures HVz x 414 inches. It begins on June 24, 1887, continuing to the 
death ofjohn Taylor onjuly 25, 1887. There are 104 total sheets (208 
pages), with daily entries to page 115. All pages are written in black 
ink, with lead pencil additions such as entries that are circled, relat- 
ing to Nuttall’s personal life. 

Diary 18, dark red, measures 614 x 4 inches and is the longest at 
398 pages, all filled, beginning where Diary 1 7 left off and continuing 
to May 2, 1889. In addition, several more pages are attached to in- 
clude a newspaper article and a poem about life in the penitentiary. 
The entries are in ink. The front cover reads: “Record.” 

Diary 19 has a dark red cover and measures 514 x 314 inches. The 
entries are for late November 1887, early 1888 (February, March, 
April), and late September 1888 for a total of 120 pages, written al- 
most entirely in lead pencil. Various notes are recorded on the inside 
covers, and the final thirteen pages contain lists of expenses. The 
contents were transferred to (repeated in) Diary 18. 

The subsequent four diaries are all of a similar color and size, 
each in a dark red binding with the word “Record” inscribed in gold. 
Diary 20 measures 7% x 5 inches and contains 224 pages, all filled. 
The entries, from May 3, 1889, to February 24, 1890, are in ink. 

Diary 21 continues where the previous diary ended and con- 
cludes on March 27, 1891. The inside front cover reads, “This book 
belongs to L. John Nuttall." All 224 pages are filled. 

Diary 22 contains 240 pages, all filled, continuing from the previ- 
ous diary to July 6, 1892. The inside front cover reads, “This book be- 
longs to L. John Nuttall April 1891.” 

Diary 23 has slightly larger dimensions (8% x 5Vs inches) but has 
the same number of pages, only 1 12 of which are filled. It continues 
from the previous diary to April 25, 1893, where it abruptly stops, af- 
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ter which Nuttall remained silent for several months. As was his cus- 
tom, he wrote on the inside front cover that the book belonged to 
him, along with the date. 

The next three diaries were written in Zion’s Savings Bank and 
Trust Company notebooks, the first being 51/2 x 2 S 4 and the second 
two 5% x 3 inches. Of thirty or so available pages in Diary 24, all were 
used, encompassing December 18, 1893, to February 2, 1894. Diary 
25 spans the period from July 28, 1899, to April 28, 1900; only about 
half the pages are filled. Diary 26 has entries for April 22 to July 4, 
1901, on the first thirty of sixty-six pages. The inside front and back 
covers contain various notes. 

Diary 27 measures 6 3 4 x 414 inches, has the word “Record” en- 
graved in gold on its red cover, and entails the period fromjanuary 1 , 
1903, to August 19, 1904. All 176 pages are filled. The inside front 
cover reads, “L. John Nuttall January 1st 1903.” 

Collectively, the twenty-eight diaries constitute a rich cache of 
personal writings. With so much to choose from, and space limita- 
tions inherent in a one-volume distillation, the present work is re- 
stricted to a single period in Nuttall’s life when he was serving as sec- 
retary to the presidents of the LDS Church. Entries of significance 
falling outside of this particular time frame were not considered for 
inclusion, an example being the oft-cited entry of February 7, 1877, 
regarding Brigham Young’s remarks on temple worship in Nauvoo, 
Illinois. 12 Such entries are available to the public elsewhere as sec- 
ondary sources where historians have cited them. In addition to this 
volume’s emphasis on entries bearing on LDS institutional history, I 
have tried to include a sampling of Nuttall’s personal affairs from the 
same period so readers can form an impression about his personality 
and private life. I have therefore included a selection of his refer- 
ences to family issues, personal financial transactions, weather ob- 
servations, and letters, telegraphs, and other ephemera. 

IN THE PRESIDENT’S OFFICE 

It would be difficult to overstate the importance of Nuttall’s dia- 

12 Young’s remarks echo his sermon printed in the Deseret News, ]une 18, 1873. 
See also Nuttall to Wilford Woodruff, George Q. Cannon, and Joseph F. Smith, “Mem- 
oranda,” June 3, 1892, Letterbook Copy Book No. 4, p. 290, Nuttall Papers. For more 
on the endowment and dedication of the St. George temple, see David John Buerger, 
The Mysteries of Godliness: A History of Mormon Temple Worship (San Francisco: Smith Re- 
search Associates, 1994). 
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ries for understanding the activities of the First Presidency in the late 
nineteenth century. Their office stood at the administrative cross- 
roads of the church; virtually any matter requiring approval of the 
president and counselors passed through their secretaries’ hands. 
Nuttall spent most of his time on seemingly endless rounds of office 
tasks, writing letters, signing documents, recording minutes of meet- 
ings, making financial transactions, entertaining public luminaries, 
and on occasion signing temple recommends. Many of the concerns 
of the First Presidency’s office have to be gleaned from Nuttall’s re- 
cord since the papers of the First Presidency are currently unavail- 
able to most researchers. And of the secretaries who served in the of- 
fice, only Nuttall kept a detailed daily journal. 15 

In tracking the church president and his two counselors, Nuttall 
faithfully recorded their attendance at public events and private 
gatherings with impressive attention to detail. For instance, his notes 
on the 1891 dedication of the Eagle Gate monument are characteris- 
tic where he mentioned that George Q. Cannon, first counselor to 
Wilford Woodruff, “closed the [cornerstone] box & put it in the cav- 
ity at 1J_0 p.m. and at 1F3 p.m. the Stone was laid” (Oct. 5, 1891). 
Nuttall frequently indicated which meetings the president attended 
even if Nuttall himself was not present. 

Customarily, the president’s secretary attended the regular 
meetings of the First Presidency and Quorum of Twelve Apostles in 
the Gardo House and prayer meetings in the Council Plouse. In ad- 
ministrative meetings, Nuttall normally indicated the names of those 
in attendance, the order of business, discussion of financial or busi- 
ness affairs, and other conversations. In some cases, the apostles 
were expected to speak in order of seniority, such as on April 5, 

Other men occupying a position in the office were Joseph Christensen, 

George F. Gibbs, James Jack, David McKenzie, George Reynolds, William A. Rossiter, 
William C. Spence, and Arthur Winter. Christensen kept a diary 1889-91. See Bruce 
A. Van Orden, “Close to the Seat of Authority: Secretaries and Clerks in ihe Office of 
the President of the LDS Church, 1870-1900,” copy at the Library, Historical Depart- 
ment, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Salt Lake City. 

Nuttall’s service in the First Presidency’s office predated the bureaucratization of 
LDS administration, but in some respects procedures were beginning to become stan- 
dardized. On May 27, 1889, he wrote that things had changed so much “during the 
past two or three years that this information [tithing disbursement] goes entirely to 
the Presiding Bishop’s Office and none is given to the Presidents office.” After No- 
vember 1892, the First Presidency no longer personally signed temple recommends 
except for second anointings, instead delegating this time-consuming task to stake 
presidents and ward bishops. 
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1889, when they decided to reorganize the First Presidency two years 
after the death of President John Taylor. In other meetings, they 
spoke in reverse order beginning with the most junior member, as 
on December 20, 1888. Nuttall included the content of many deliber- 
ations, for example the discussions leading to the dedication of the 
Logan temple in 1884. Usually Nuttall was forthcoming about such 
matters, but occasionally he excluded items he thought would be 
best kept confidential. 

The diaries illuminate various aspects of Taylor’s leadership 
style and relationship to the Saints. It is clear that Taylor held the 
church’s founder, Joseph Smith, as an example against which other 
individuals and policies should be measured, frequently citing some 
aspect of Smith’s life and teachings. Taylor especially enjoyed meet- 
ing with the men who, like himself, had known Smith personally. 14 
Taylor was strong willed and demanding, according to anecdotes 
cited in the diaries. But there was also a warm and personable side to 
his character, as indicated by many displays of kind-heartedness, gen- 
erosity, and compassion. In the midst of an emotionally charged le- 
gal battle over Brigham Young’s estate in 1879, Taylor admitted he 
had been “stiff’ and “unyielding” and asked his colleagues for for- 
giveness “if I have done any thing or said anything that has hurt any 
of your feelings.” When women who had been abused by their hus- 
bands came to him for advice or when the poor solicited aid, he of- 
fered sympathy, counsel, and financial assistance (Oct. 4, 1879; May 
7, Nov. 20, 1883; Apr. 18, June 16, 1884). 

A friend to native peoples of the Great Basin, Taylor also gave 
liberally to Bannock, Paiute, Shoshone, and Ute Indians and encour- 
aged the Saints to reach out to them, “stay with them and instruct 
them” (May 6, 1883). He was especially generous in giving flour, 
medicine, and money to local tribes, and those who lived under 
church auspices received even more support. In return, the natives 
seemed to see him as a spiritual leader. When church leaders visited 
Chief Washakie in 1884, local Shoshones constructed a bowery and 
posted a banner on which was inscribed, “The Lamanites welcome 
their fathers” (Aug. 25, 1884). 

14 One such occasion occurred on September 10, 1879, whenjohn M. Bernhisel 
explained how Emma Smith, the prophet’s widow, had shown him the prophet’s 
manuscript copy of the Bible and that he had transferred its contents to his own Bible 
(see also May 31, 1879). 
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Nultall accompanied Taylor on such trips. Between 1881 and 
1884, Nuttall’s diaries are almost entirely a travelogue: a dozen visits 
to Logan and outlying settlements in Cache and Bear Lake Counties, 
trips to settlements in southern Utah, a visit to the Sanpete area, one 
to southern Idaho, and day trips to Bountiful, Ogden, and Provo. 
Nuttall provides us with the precise itinerary, distances traveled, and 
meetings held. He recorded interesting incidents along the way. For 
instance, when the church president traveled by wagon from Eph- 
raim to Wales in the Sanpete region, they encountered “Presby- 
terians” on the road who were hurrying to their own meeting in 
Wales. According to Nuttall, the Presbyterians “acted similarly as on 
the outward trip trying to pass & repass until they run into a slough 
which we avoided and drove to the station at Wales without any fur- 
ther annoyance, having had a splendid drive for IV 2 hours.” During 
another visit, this time to Bear Lake, Apostle George Q. Cannon and 
his companions caught a glimpse of “the Bear Lake Monster or 
something of that kind this evening while strolling along the lake” 
(Aug. 22, 1882; cf. Aug. 3, 1881). 

The year 1884 was extremely noteworthy for travel. In April, 
Taylor’s party met with members of Zion’s Central Board of Trade in 
Cedar City, LJtah, to try to breathe life into the nascent iron industry 
there. Despite extensive preparations and a positive report from the 
Iron Manufacturing Company of Utah, exploitation of iron and coal 
deposits had to be delayed due to the anti-polygamy agitation begin- 
ning in 1884. The next month, Taylor and a large party traveled 
north to Logan to dedicate the newly constructed temple. August 
found them in northern Utah and southern Idaho, logging 885‘/2 
miles and forty-three meetings. In Paradise, located in the Cache Val- 
ley, the party attended funeral services for John H. Gibbs, who along 
with his missionary companion and two others had been shot in Ten- 
nessee on August 10, 1884. 

During the heart of the federal “raid” from 1885 to 1887, Nuttall 
disappeared from sight onto the “Mormon underground,” along 
with Taylor, George Q. Cannon, Charles Wilckin, Charles Barrell, 
and others. According to Nuttall’s correspondence during this pe- 
riod, Taylor and company continued to keep busy. In a letter to Dan- 
iel H. Wells, Nuttall wrote that with the exception of attending public 
meetings and conversing in person, “there has not been one day 
from that time [Feb. 1, 1885] to the present but what we have been 
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enabled to attend to general duties, just as much so as though we had 
been in the office.” He added that “the health of the President has 
been excellent and his spirits buoyant all the time. In fact we have all 
been first class all the time.” 15 Significantly, Nuttall did not mention 
in his diary the rumored revelation Taylor was said to have received 
on September 26, 1886, or remarks Taylor is said to have made the 
next morning regarding the perpetuation of polygamy. 16 

Beginning in June 1887, one month prior to Taylor’s death, 
Nuttall documented the president’s slow physical decline, including 
mental fatigue and delirium. Nuttall took his turn attending to Tay- 
lor’s needs and helped provide day and night protection from fed- 
eral arrest. The president resisted making his condition public for 
fear the news would inflame resentment among the Saints and for a 
time even refused to inform his plural wives, accept the care of a phy- 
sician, or draft a will. But with each passing day, his strength waned 
so he could tolerate only an occasional spoonful of solid food and “a 
little wine and a glass of beer” (June SO, 1887). 

On July 10 the president’s health took a “decided change for the 
worse,” followed by a short rebound and further deterioration. When 
Taylor’s second counselor, Joseph F. Smith, arrived on July 18, the 
first time the First Presidency had been together since December 
1884, Taylor recognized him, commenting, “I feel to thank the 
Lord.” But usually Taylor lay unconscious, his limbs and tongue 
swollen, his mouth riddled with cankers, his body in a constant state 
of pain. He died of “dropsy” on the evening ofjuly 25 at the Thomas 
Roueche farmhouse in Kaysville, Utah. 

While Taylor’s health was failing, Nuttall worked alongside first 
counselor George Q. Cannon in a small room adjacent to the presi- 
dent’s bedroom, conducting church business, including correspon- 
dence. Nuttall’s diary is the best available source for these transac- 
tions and events in June and July 1887, and possibly on the transition 
to, and early years of, the Wilford Woodruff administration. 17 

15 Nuttall to Daniel H. Wells, May 19, 1885, Nuttall Papers, qtd. in Gustive O. 
Larson, The “Americanization” of Utah for Statehood (San Marino, California: Hunting- 
ton Library, 1971), 159, and Jensen, “Biographical Study,” 64. 

16 The revelation is reprinted in Fred C. Collier, ed., Unpublished Revelations (Salt 
Lake City: Colliers Publishing Co., 1981), 1:145-46. See alsoj. Max Anderson, The Po- 
lygamy Story: Fiction and Fact (Salt Lake City: Publishers Press, 1979), 63-76; and Paul E. 
Reimann, Plural Marriage, Limited (Salt Lake City: Utah Printing Co., 1974), 185-224. 

17 See also Samuel Bateman, Diary, August 1886 to 1909, L. Tom Perry Special 
Collections, Harold B. Lee Library. 
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Polygamists continued to live in hiding following Taylor’s death, 
but convictions for unlawful cohabitation decreased during the final 
years of the 1880s. Nuttall wrote on a positive note in 1889 that the 
authorities were enjoying more freedom to move about and visit the 
Saints. “The visits of the Presidency and Twelve among the people is 
doing much good, as the Saints are hungering and thirsting for the 
word of the Lord. They having been left alone so long. We hope,” he 
added, “that nothing will interfere so as to stop this good work.” 18 He 
no longer accompanied the church president on travels but instead 
remained in the office engaged in other matters. 

The intense conflicts that had erupted during the early polyg- 
amy raids did not cease during this period of rapprochement. In 
fact, one senses tension permeating the pages of the diaries, the 
rhetoric of division separating Mormons from “gentiles” every- 
where manifest. What Nuttall provided was his own point of view on 
these conflicts— a perception that probably reflected the Saints’ 
views generally— showing he did not kindly regard non-Mormon pol- 
iticians and others. These outsiders, according to Nuttall, were a 
blight on the religious, economic, political, and social well being of 
the Latter-day Saints. He used the term “enemy” to describe such 
people. Of the reappointment of territorial Chief Justice Charles S. 
Zane, considered by historians to have been a fair-minded judge, 
Nuttall saw only “bitter persecution, oppression, and a disregard for 
all applications for fair dealing” (May 26, 1889). 19 Readers may de- 
tect Nuttall’s disgust over the celebration following the victory of 
the non-Mormon Liberal Party in Salt Lake City: “They made night 
hideous tonight with their gills, drums, tin pans, tin horns, cowbells, 
torch lights & fireworks &c, marching through the streets until after 
1 Oclock in the morning. While I was looking at them pass the 
house, one man aimed two Roman Candles at the house” (Aug. 5, 
1889). If this reflected the general Mormon world view, it demon- 
strates just how alienated they were from the federal government 
and their gentile neighbors. 

In an effort to curb what many Mormons perceived as persecu- 
tion, LDS officials took steps to try to foster a positive image for the 
church. In the spring of 1889, President Woodruff urged the Saints 

18 Nuttall to George Teasdale, May 31, 1889, Nuttall Papers. 

19 For a more balanced view of Judge Zane, see Thomas G. Alexander, “Charles 
S. Zane: Apostle of the New Era,” Utah Historical Quarterly 34 (Fall 1966): 290-314. 
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“to do all in our power” to commemorate the centennial of the ratifi- 
cation of the U.S. Constitution. The following December the First 
Presidency appointed John Morgan and B. H. Roberts to “go East 
and to labor with the Press and in writing articles and getting them 
inserted in the leading newspapers setting forth our side of the pres- 
ent political question; also to meet with leading men & converse 
with them & do all the good that lays in their power” (Apr. 25, Dec. 
17, 1889). 

Nuttall himself was set apart to work in Washington, D.C., as 
secretary to John T. Caine, Utah territorial delegate, in pushing for 
statehood. Several of Nuttall’s doings in the East may be of inter- 
est-conversations with prominent national figures such as Grover 
Cleveland and attendance at various Christian churches. Elis record 
contains an account of the activities of Caine, John W. Young, 
Franklin S. Richards, and others who labored on behalf of the 
church in the nation’s capital. Unfortunately, some notable events 
are only briefly mentioned, including the official presentation to 
the U.S. Senate of the memorial for statehood and Franklin Rich- 
ards’s testimony before a Senate subcommittee on the church’s sin- 
cerity in pledging to obey the law (Dec. 16, 1887; Jan. 10, Feb. 18, 
1888). 20 

From Nuttall’s narrative, it is clear that, at least until the Mani- 
festo of 1 890, the church was unwilling to submit to pressure to aban- 
don polygamy even though Washington, D.C., was telling the church 
that statehood depended on it. In December 1888, Nuttall learned 
that unnamed “friends in the East” were urging Joseph F. Smith to 
“openly renounce the practice of Polygamy in the future, and until 
the time comes when the Saints can again practice that principle of 
their religion unmolested.” Nuttall himself “did not see how such a 
thing could be done consistently with our covenants” and was re- 
lieved when the church authorities rejected the proposal, conceding 
not “even as much as a mess of potage for the relinquishment of our 
religion” (Dec. 17, 1888). He felt equal revulsion when John W. 
Young, a son and ex-counselor to Brigham Young, suggested the 
First Presidency state that no more plural marriages would be per- 
formed. Woodruff dictated his rejection in the form of a revelation, 
which Nuttall recorded in his diary along with his personal reaction 

20 See Judith Ann Roderick, “A Historical Study of the Congressional Career of 
John T. Caine,” M.A. thesis, Brigham Young University, 1959, 78-81. 
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to it.' 1 Nuttall’s diary is thus important for understanding the delib- 
erations that led to the Woodruff Manifesto. 

The process of accommodating national expectations was com- 
plicated by the fact that the church authorities themselves could not 
agree on a course of action. Nuttall could be reflective, on occasion, 
in recording the tensions and disagreements expressed in the high- 
est councils of the church. He expressed frustration over one par- 
ticular discussion over the possible reorganization of the First Presi- 
dency: “I was not at all satisfied with the spirit manifest at the meet- 
ing. Bros. [Moses] Thatcher & [Heber J.] Grant seem to want the 
church conducted on a money basis. While returning to the Gardo 
[House], Prest Woodruff said to me, he would about as soon attend a 
funeral as one of our council meetings” (Feb. 27, 1889). 22 Some 
disagreements were major, some minor, but most were eventually 
settled. 

Finally, Nuttall’s diaries help track LDS finances. Mention of sal- 
aries, financial transactions, and stocks and dividends pepper the 
text. It sheds light on the nature of church involvement in various 
businesses. For instance, Nuttall was an observer when the First Pres- 
idency resigned as directors of Saltair Beach Company and when it 
was decided to form the Deseret and Salt Lake Agricultural and Man- 
ufacturing Canal Company (July 1, 16, Nov. 26, Dec. 10, 1889; Oct. 
22, 1891). He and the church president attended the Salt Lake Liter- 
ary and Scientific Association’s meeting when it was decided to 
transfer “all the property of the Association to the Church Univer- 
sity” (Aug. 17, 1892). In another meeting, “the question of selling a 
part of the Land adjoining the Deseret News Building also of orga- 
nizing the Deseret News Company into a private company & selling 
the church interest therein was talked over but not decided” (Dec. 5, 


21 Woodruffs journal mentions on November 24, 1889, that lawyers urged him 
to “Make some Concessin to Court upon Poligamy & other Points” (Kenney, comp., 
Wilford Woodruffs Journal, 9:67-69). As a response to John W. Young’s suggestion that 
the church legally stipulate that “no more plural marriages shall be solemnized,” Nut- 
tall “felt very much worked up in my feelings for I did not feel that as a church we 
could assume the position in regard to Celestial marriage which he seemed to desire 
should be taken.” When he first heard of the revelation Woodruff had dictated on No- 
vember 24, Nuttall feared he may have converted to Young’s position (Nov. 23, 24, 27. 
1889). 

22 For the context of this controversy, see Ronald W. Walker, Qualities That 
Count: Heber J. Grant as Businessman, Missionary, and Apostle (Provo: Brigham Young 
University Press, 2004), 195-229. 
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1890). The diaries illuminate connections between the church and 
the Inland Salt Company, Zion’s Savings Bank and Trust, Utah Sugar 
Company, and Bullion, Beck, and Champion Mining Company, to 
name a few. 

Typically routine tasks comprise the greater part of any person’s 
diary, and this is the case here. Yet, included in the seemingly mun- 
dane life of a clerk is a remarkable array of people, places, and 
events."' Although Nuttall was not prone to emotional self-evalua- 
tion, there is an advantage to his clerk-like dedication to a matter- 
of-fact report as if he were a detached observer, allowing the content 
to be “dictated by time itself, the inexorable progress of days lived 
one by one.”" 4 

Readers should bear in mind that the diaries were written by a 
religious man who was loyal to the cause to which he devoted his life. 
His had an unshaken belief in the veracity of Mormonism. By virtue 
of his position as secretary, he concerned himself largely with the 
temporal affairs of the church. In these matters, he worked with his 
colleagues in a business-like manner, but he also called upon God 
frequently for guidance and blessings and to express gratitude. His 
view of his own life was that of a spiritual undertaking. 

Finally, this is a chronicle that reflects Nuttall’s time and place, 
even while portraying the breadth of nineteenth-century Mormon- 
ism. In taking us from the center of the church and territory to the 
people and circumstances in the hinterlands, Nuttall provides a valu- 
able lens through which to view the region emerging in the modern 
era and the tension and conllict through which the church in particu- 
lar struggled, reconciling the past and present amid the changing re- 
alities. There were many who resisted the social, economic, and po- 
litical developments, while others, whether in the territory’s capital 
or in the most remote areas, embraced them. Taken together, these 
responses to the challenges of modernity reveal the late nineteenth 
century as a pivotal period in Latter-day Saint history. 

23 For example, two of my own relatives are mentioned in the diaries. One entry 
notes William H. Smart’s release from the Turkish Mission due to ill health. Another 
indicates that Myra Henry met with John Taylor in Parowan, Utah, and “expressed her 
desires for her husband & herself to become reconciled so they could go to the Tem- 
ple & receive such ordinances as they are worthy” ( Nov. 25, 1889; Nov. 22, 1881). 

Both entries were revelations to my family. 

24 Richard H. Cracroft and Neal E. Lambert, eds., A Believing People: Literature of 
the Latter-day Saints (Provo: Brigham Young University Press, 1974), 123. 
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A full century has passed since Nuttall’s death, and so the legacy 
of his productive life may not be as apparent as it once was. 21 Publica- 
tion of his extraordinary diaries will help to remedy this. His chroni- 
cles merit a prominent place in studying the history of a region and 
era, with other important sources and excellent studies that have 
preceded their release. They will certainly contribute a vital piece of 
the puzzle in understanding the character and complexity of the LDS 
people during this time period. 

EDITORIAL APPROACH 

I have tried to follow as consistently as possible the following edi- 
torial guidelines: 

1. Original spelling and punctuation are generally retained. 2 ' 1 
Some tilde marks and superfluous commas, periods, dashes, and 
quotation marks are omitted for readability. Where deemed neces- 
sary, punctuation may be silently inserted, including commas in se- 
ries and for readability and terminal punctuation. 2 ' Spacing between 
initials of individuals is silently added. Proper nouns are capitalized, 
as is the first letter of the first word in a sentence. All other correc- 
tions, insertions, and editorial extensions are enclosed in square 
brackets. 


25 Deseret News, Feb. 24, 1905, reported that Nuttall was “known throughout the 
entire Rocky Mountain region”; Andrew Jensen, Latter-day Saint Biographical Encyclope- 
dia: Compilation oj Biographical Sketches of Prominent Men and Women in the Church of Je- 
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Salt Lake City: Andrew Jensen History Co., 1901-36), 
1:358, wrote that he was “one of the busiest men in the church” (cf. Jensen, “Biograph- 
ical Study,” 117-19). 

2 ^ Nuttall was a remarkably good speller, which is to say his spelling conformed 
very well to current conventions. Of course, he made inadvertent mistakes such as sim- 
ple transpositions. Where he did so (“recieved”), I silently corrected it (“received”); 
similarly where he added a superfluous letter to a word, most often the same letter re- 
peated twice (Congressionall; desireable). If a letter was missing and I thought it would 
be helpful to the reader to provide it, I did so within square brackets (perta[in]ing; 
stak[e]s), and used the same mechanism to substitute a correct letter for an incorrect 
one (falcity = fal|s]ity; gendering = [rjendering). In other more rare instances, Nuttall 
consistently “misspelled” words (purposal; sensiable), and if they were intelligible, and 
especially if they provided insight into Nuttall’s vocabulary and pronunciation, I left 
them the way he wrote them. 

27 I added punctuation conservatively where I suspected the reader might stum- 
ble without it; anything beyond a period or comma was added in square brackets ([:]). 
However, I did substitute periods for Nuttall’s ubiquitous dashes, which along with his 
penchant to begin sentences without capitalizing the initial letter made it difficult to 
grasp where a thought began or ended without reading it twice. For this reason, I 
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2. Nuttall often abbreviated words such as “Atty Genl” for attor- 
ney general and “Bp” for bishop. Where the meaning is clear, the ab- 
breviation is usually left as is." 

3. Blanks, omissions, or illegible words are noted as [illegible], 
[blank], etc. 

4. Some idiosyncrasies of Nuttall’s handwriting and presenta- 
tion, including doodles, could not be duplicated. 

5. Interlinear material, whether added above a line, below, or to 
the side, is indicated by a caret A at the beginning and end A of the in- 
sertion. 

6. Subscripts and superscripts are changed, as in 3rd to 3 rtl . Time- 
indications are standardized to “a.m.”, “p.m.”, and “m.” for noon. 
Nuttall’s variations of abbreviating the word “President” are stan- 
dardized to “Prest” for singular and “Prests” for plural. 

7. Entries are prefaced by an italicized date line within brackets: 
[ June 14, 1879; Saturday], 

8. Where material calls for explanation or contextualization, 1 
have added these in footnotes. 

9. Where Nuttall supplies only a last name, I have added the first 
name in brackets where possible, but have left references to Nuttall 
himself and to the church president (“President Taylor,” “President 
Woodruff’) without such an aid. I have also provided the names of 
states and territories in brackets for locations outside Utah. 
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thought it best to insert capital letters to begin sentences and give periods at the end, 
at least where I found that, upon scrutiny, Nuttall’s intent was clear. 

28 Among the most frequently used abbreviations are “Alexr” (Alexander), 
“answd” (answered), “appt” (appointment), “assn” (association; also “asstn”), “Benj” 
(Benjamin), “Bro” (brother), “Capt” (captain), “Card” (carried), “Chap” (chapter), 
“Chas” (Charles), “Co” (company; county), “Coun” (counselor), “Dept” (department), 
“Des” (Deseret), “Dist Atty” (district attorney), “Ed” (Edward), “Geo” (George), “Hon” 
(honorable), “Jas” (James) “Jere” (Jeremiah), “Jos” (Joseph), “mo” (month/s), “par” 
(paragraph), “Pen” (penitentiary), “reed” (received), “Richd” (Richard), “Robt” (Rob- 
ert), “sec” (section), “Seed” (seconded), “secty” (secretary), “Snr” (senior), “Tel” (tele- 
graph), “Thos” (Thomas), “vol” (volume), “Wm” (William), and “Z.S.B. Sc T. Co” 
(Zion’s Savings Bank 8c Trust Company). 
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Bateman, Samuel R. 1832-1911. Bodyguard for Wilford Woodruff; 
“jack of all trades.” 

Beck, John. 1843-1913. Founder of Bullion, Beck, and Champion 
Mining Company; founder of Beck Hot Springs. 

Budge, William. 1828-1919. President of Bear Lake Stake; president 
of European Mission, 1878-80; served in Idaho legislature. 

Bunting, James L. 1832-1923. Kanab High Council; counselor to 
Nuttall in Kanab Stake, released Sept. 1883. 

Burton, Robert T. 1821-1907. Presiding Bishopric: second coun- 
selor, 1875-84; first counselor, 1884. 


Caine, John T. 1829-1911. Democrat; Utah’sfourth delegate to Con- 
gress, 1883-93. 


Cannon, Abraham H. 1859-96. Son of George Q. Cannon; Seven 
Presidents of Seventy, 1882-89; apostle 1889-96. 


Cannon, Angus M. 1834-1915. Brother of George Q. Cannon; presi- 
dent of Salt Lake Stake, 1876-1904. 
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Prominent Characters 


Cannon, George Q. 1827-1901. LDS apostle, 1860-77; counselor to 
four LDS presidents, 1880-1901; Utah delegate to Congress, 
1872-82. 

Clawson, Hiram B. 1826-1912. Son-in-law of Brigham Young; law- 
yer; general superintendent of ZCM1; manager of Salt Lake 
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Clayton, Nephi W. 1855-1922. Son of secretary to Joseph Smith; Ter- 
ritorial Librarian, 1876-91. 

Dusenberry, Warren N. Probate Judge of Utah County; first princi- 
pal of Brigham Young Academy. 

Dyer, Frank H. Receiver for properties in church suits; U.S. Marshal 
in Utah. 

Gibbs, George F. 1846-1924. Clerk to Brigham Young, 1868-71; sec- 
retary to First Presidency, 1876-1924. 

Grant, HeberJ. 1856-1945. President of LDS Church, 1918-45; apos- 
tle, 1882; prominent Utah entrepreneur. 

Irvine, John. Church reporter, released for persistent drunkenness, 
1888. 

Jack, James. 1829-191 1. Chief clerk, treasurer to First Presidency; fi- 
nancial clerk in several businesses. 

Johnson, William D., Jr. Bishop in Kanab Stake; close friend of 
Nuttall. 

Leithead, James. 1816-1907. Bishop of St. Thomas Ward, Nevada; 
high councilor, patriarch, Kanab Stake. 

Lund, Anthon H. 1844-1921. LDS apostle, 1889; counselor to three 
LDS presidents, 1901-21. 

Lyman, Francis M. 1840-1916. Son of excommunicated apostle 
Amasa Mason Lyman; apostle, 1880-1916; president of Quorum 
of Twelve, 1903. 
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Merrill, Marriner Wood. 1832-1906. LI)S apostle, 1889-1906; Utah 
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European Mission, 1850-52, 1867-69; published Pearl of Great 
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Smith, John Henry. 1848-1911. Son of Apostle George A. Smith; fa- 
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Spencer, Howard O. 1838-1918. First counselor in Kanab Stake 
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Taylor, John W. 1858-1916. Son of John Taylor; apostle, 1884; re- 
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Teasdale, George. 1831-1907. LDS apostle, 1882; president of Euro- 
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counselor to Quorum of Twelve; president of Manti Temple; 
mayor of Salt Lake City. 
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Wilford Woodruff. 

Winder, John R. 1820-1910. Presiding Bishopric, 1887; counselor in 
Salt Lake temple presidency, 1893-1910; counselor to Joseph F. 
Smith, 1901-10. 
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Young, Brigham, Jr. 1836-1903. Son of Brigham Young; apostle, 
1868; counselor to father, 1873-77; president of Quorum of the 
Twelve. 

Young, John W. 1844-1924. Son of Brigham Young; counselor to fa- 
ther, 1876-77; counselor to Quorum of Twelve, 1877; resigned 
from Twelve over church finances and debt, 1891; lobbied for 
Utah statehood, Washington, D.C. 

Young, LeGrand. 1840-1921. Nephew of Brigham Young; legal 
counsel for church. 

Zane, Charles S. 1831-1915. Chief Justice of Utah territorial su- 
preme court, 1884-93; justice of Utah state supreme court to 
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Mary Langhorn, 1798-1880 
William Ephraim, 1825-99 
Leonard John, 1834-1905 
Joseph Louis, 1836-1912 

WIVES AND CHILDREN 

Elizabeth Clarkson, 1836-1902; m. 1856 

Elizabeth Ann, 1858-1933; m. 1879, George A. Shumway 
Leonard John, Jr., 1859-1949; m. 1880, Christina Little 
Thomas Clarkson, 1861-1920; m. 1883, Harriet G. Self 
Joseph William, 1863-1917 
Mary Clarkson, 1865-?; m. Alma Holdaway 
George Albert, 1867-1954; m. 1889, Olivia Berg 
Eleanor Clarkson, 1870-1955; m. 1892, Malin M. Warner 
Daughter, 1869-69 
Leanora Clarkson, 1873-74 

Clara Clarkson, 1875-1955; m. 1902, Joseph Giles 
Heber Clarkson, 1877-97 (?) 

Wilford Clarkson, 1878-1935; m. 1899, Della Lowe 
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Sophia Taylor, 1849-1909; m. 1875 
John Taylor, 1876-81 
Harriet Taylor, 1879-79 
Sophia E. Taylor, 1881-82 

William Taylor, 1883-1918; m. 1909, Olive Marie 
Christensen 

Lenora Taylor, 1885-1911; m. 1908, George B. Andrews 
Mary Taylor, 1889-1941; m. 1909, HyrumJ. Christiansen 
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Private Secretary to 
President Taylor 

1879 


June 14, 1879; Saturday] At the office. President [John] Taylor di- 
rected Bro George Reynolds to inform Elder L. John Nuttall as to the 
business of the Presidents & Trustee in Trust offices in which he 
[Reynolds] has been engaged as Private Secretary for some years— 
that [Nuttall should be prepared to replace him] should he (Rey- 
nolds) not receive Executive clemency in his case now before Prest 
[Rutherford B.] Hayes, and be called to go away, which he [Rey- 
nolds] did. 1 

I then made such memoranda’s as I needed, to enable me to 
commence my duties without embarrassment. At the request of 
Prest Taylor I went to the Probate Court and examined the Records 


1 In 1875 Reynolds became a test case regarding the Constitutionality of the 
Morrill Anti-Bigamy Act of 1862. The case, acquitted on a technicality, was appealed 
to the U.S. Supreme Court, which ruled in January 1879 against Reynolds, sentenced 
him to two years in prison, and levied a heavy fine. See Leonard J. Arrington and Da- 
vis Bitton, The Mormon Experience: A History of the Latter-day Saints (New York: Knopf, 
1979), 180. On June 14, 1879, President Hayes and his cabinet reviewed a lengthy peti- 
tion from Utah and Idaho but took no action. According to the Deseret Evening News, 
June 14, 1879, “Hayes desires to do what he can to uproot the institution of polygamy 
and, as indicated in his talk today, will do all he can to accomplish that object” (qtd. in 
Journal History of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, June 14, 1879, mi- 
crofilm, Family History Center, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young University, 
Provo, Utah). 
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& made the necessary enquiries pertaining to the doings of the Exec- 
utors of the estate of the late Prest Brigham Young & the Trustee- 
in-Trust that all entries & orders had been made to secure the 
Church in the poss[ess]ion of what had been delivered & belonged to 
it— I reported that I had conversed with Judge Elias Smith and con- 
versed with him, also examined as much of the records as necessary, 
that Judge Smith stated he had taken every precautionary measure to 
have the records, orders and doings made as near in conformity with 
the statutes and the provisions of the will as he was capable of doing, 
and felt satisfied as to their correctness. 

At 3 p.m. Bro Geo Reynolds appeared in the US District Court 
and was re-sentenced to pay a fine of $500.00 and be imprisoned for 
a term of 2 years— & remanded to the custody of the U.S. Marshal 
who gave him his freedom until Monday morning, to meet him at the 
Railroad depot to start East, the place of confinement having been 
decided as the penitentiary at Lincoln, Nebraska. 

/June 15, 1879; Sunday] Today we learned that Emeline A Young 
Macintosh, in behalf of herself & the Heirs & legatees of Lhe Estate of 
the late Prest Brigham Young, had instituted suit in the U.S.' District 
Court yesterday against Geo Q Cannon, Bfrigham] Young [Jr.] & 
AJlbert] Carrington, executors of the Estate— and John Taylor as 
Trustee-in-Trust and others— for the recovery of the property paid to 
the Church in liquidation of its claim against the Estate. ’ 

1 accompanied Prest Taylor to Bp [John] Sharps also met in 
council with the Twelve at the Council House in the evening, on the 
matter of this suit. 

I June 16, 1879; Monday] Went to the railroad depot at 7 a.m. Found a 
large crowd of brethren and sisters to see Bro [George] Reynolds off. 

2 The letter “U” in “U.S.” is written over “D”. 

3 Several of Young’s heirs claimed property the estate’s executors credited to the 
LDS Church. See Leonard J. Arrington, “The Settlement of the Brigham Young Estate, 
1877-1879,” Pacific Historical Review 21 (Feb. 1952): 1-20). In the following entries. Nut- 
tall will inform us that the executors, members of the Quorum of Twelve Apostles, will 
be sent to prison for failing to deliver property to the court. President Taylor will post 
a bond to prevent incarceration, but not George Q. Cannon, Albert Carrington, or 
Brigham Youngjr. The plaintiffs make the case that the church has no legal standing 
because it has not been incorporated. In response to a habeas corpus challenge, the ter- 
ritorial supreme court grants the defendants their freedom, and the church finally set- 
des with the plaintiffs for about $300,000— initially $224,000 and then an additional 
$75,000, leaving about $1 million to the church. 


4 



Private Secretary to President Taylor 


He was there feeling well in body and mind, and at 7 started in charge 
of ex Secretary Geo. A. Black, Deputy Marshal. His friends bade him 
goodbye with a hearty God bless you. At 10 a.m. I met with Prest Tay- 
lor & several of the Twelve at the house ofBroJos F Smith, and talked 
over matters of the pending suit. At 1 1.45 Prest Taylor was served 
with a summons in the case of E[meline] A. Young, et. al.— Messrs 
[Franklin S.] Richards & [Rufus K.] Williams, A[urelius] Miner & 
W[arren] N. Dusenberry were engaged as attorneys for the Church. 
At 4 p.m. Prest Taylor was served with a copy of the complaint in the 
suit as served this morning. 

Met Prest A[braham] O. Smoot today and had an agreeable talk. 

I accompanied Prest Taylor to a meeting of Zion’s Musical Society at 
the Council House. A I attended the duties of the office as Private Sec- 
retary to Prest Taylor A 

June 17, 1879; Tuesday] Al the office all day. I answered several let- 
ters— a telegram arrived from Atty Genl. [Charles] Devens to the ef- 
fect if Geo Reynold[s] had not started, that he be detained until fur- 
ther notice. 

June 18, 1879; Wednesday] Attended to office duties, and at 2 p.m. 
met with the Council of the Apostles in the Endowment House- 
Prayer &c until 5 o. clock. I richly enjoyed my privilege in attending 
this meeting. 

June 19, 1879; Thursday] Mr W[illiam] S. McCornick called on Prest 
Taylor & informed him he [McCornick] had been appointed Re- 
ceiver in the E[meline] A. Young et. al. Case, and desired to receive 
the personal effects received from the Estate by Prest Taylor— Prest 
Tfaylor] respectfully referred him to his attorneys. Alexander] F. 
McDonald called & talked with Prest Taylor in regard to his moving 
his family & making his home at Provo, which was granted him if he 
so desired. I answered several official letters. Prest E[rastus] Snow ex- 
pects to leave St George next Wednesday, attend Parowan Confer- 
ence 28th & then come on to this City. 

June 20, 1879; Friday ] Elder James King of Fillmore, A called A a bro I 
got acquainted with & worked with at Fairfield in 1859 & 60, called 
on his way to England on a mission. He was set apart today. Attended 
meeting of the Apostles at 3 p.m. Messrs Tilford & Hagan were en- 
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gaged as Attorneys to carry up the Miles Case to the Supreme Court 
of the United States for $150000 and bear their own expenses. 4 

[June 21, 1879; Saturday] At A tended A the meeting of the Stock- 
holders of the Deseret Telegraph Company at the office A for Elec- 
tion of officers A as follows[:] For President John Taylor, V[ice] Prest 
D[aniel] H. Wells, Secretary] W[illiam] B. Dougall— Treasurer] Jas 
Jack— Directors] John Taylor, D[aniel] H Wells— John Sharp— Ed. 
Hunter— Heber P. Kimball— Feremorz Little, Geo Reynolds, James 
Jack, W[illiam] B. Dougall— for the next 2 years. Prest Taylor in con- 
versation with Bros F[ranklin] D. Richards &Jos F. Smith on the mat- 
ters of the pending suit of E[meline] A. Young et. al. in the District 
Court, in that these brethren take a straight forward course— with no 
equivocation or falsifying, or to put themselves or any person in a 
false position pertaining thereto, as he felt the truth will bear us and 5 6 
his people out in protecting lawfully and in the fear of the Lord all 
matters committed to our charge. 

June 22, 1879; Sunday] Attended the Meeting of Prayer Circle of 
Apostles at Endowment House at 4 p.m. 

June 23, 1879; Monday] Prest Taylor reed telegram from Bro 
G[eorge] Q. Cannon stating that the Dep[u]t[y] had designated De- 
troit as the place of confinement for Bro [George] Reynolds, and 
that he had just got order issued to Nebraska Marshal to return him 
to Utah. A meeting of the Directors of the Des. Tel. Co was held in 
the office— W[illiam] B. Dougall elected Supt. for the next 2 years 
and a comty appointed to inquire into the moving of a part of line 
south & building some new line from Juab to Deseret. b 

4 John Miles had been convicted of bigamy under the 1862 Morrill Act for his 
marriage to three women— Emily Spencer, Caroline Owens, and Julia Spencer— all on 
the same day, October 24, 1874. In 1881 the U.S. Supreme Court acquitted Miles on 
grounds that one of his wives, Caroline, had been unlawfully required to testify against 
him. See Edwin B. Firmage and R. Collin Mangrum, Zion in the Courts: A Legal History 
of the Church of /esus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1830-1900 (Urbana: University of Illinois 
Press, 1988), 149. 

5 The word “and” is written over “out”. 

6 Brigham Young organized the Deseret Telegraph Company in the mid-1860s. 

By January 1867, 500 miles of line had been laid, reaching as far north as Ogden and 
as far south as St. George; by 1880, the line extended into southeastern Utah, south- 
eastern Nevada, southern Idaho, and northern Arizona. At the resignation of Amos M. 
Musser, Dougall assumed the position of superintendent in 1876. See Hubert Howe 
Bancroft, History of Utah, 1540-1886 (San Francisco: History Company, 1889), 771. 
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[June 24, 1879; Tuesday] This pending suit does not assume any dif- 
ferent appearances. I made a report of our Stake conference for pub- 
lication in the Deseret News— attending to office duties & answering 
letters. Prest Taylor received letter from Bro. G[eorge] Q. Cannon 
showing the vindictive spirit manifested by the Atty. Genl. [Charles] 
Devens in regard to Bro. Gfeorge] Reynolds pardon. Talked with 
Bro. W[illiam] Rossiter in regard to John W. [Young]’s Wool. 

/June 25, 1879; Wednesday] Bro [Abraham O.] Smoot called to see 
me. He & family all well. The old folks had an excursion to American 
Fork yesterday. Attended a meeting of the Council of the Apostles at 
3 o. clock, the lawyers also present. The answer of the Attorneys in be- 
half of Prest Taylor was presented & read [and] considered in detail, 
upon which I had 2 of the office clerks & 2 of the Historian Clerks 
[who] were engaged until 10.P5 p.m. 

[June 26, 1879; Thursday] A letter was received from Bro Geo Q. Can- 
non pertaining to his legislative labors' [in Washington, D.C.]. Prepa- 
rations are on foot for a compromise in the pending suit and time to 
answer by stipulation of the Attys was set for Saturday. 

I June 27, 1879; Friday] The appearances A for compromise 1 * * * * * 7 ' this 
morning not so good, if any is made A it A must be with the attorneys. 
Attended a A prayer A meeting of the Council, at the Endowment 
House at 3 p.m. & attended to other business 

June 28, 1879; Saturday] Bro Geo. Q. Cannon purposed leaving 
Washington [D.C.] this evening for Utah. The Attorneys for the Ex- 
ecutors & for Prest Taylor met with Prest Taylor at the office also 
Bros [Franklin D.] Richards, [Brigham] Young [Jr.], [Joseph F.] 
Smith, [Albert] Carrington & [John] Sharp present. The answers for 
both parties were read and considered. A verbal stipulation for filing 
the answers in Court was had till Monday. 8 


1 Cannon was the Mormon-organized People’s Party delegate to Congress for ten 

years from 1872 to 1882. 

8 Also on this day, Nuttall wrote to Arthur Stayner of Davis County, Utah: “In re- 

gard to the matter of the placing your name in nomination as a member of the Legisla- 

tive Council at its next session by the citizens of Davis county, the same was considered 

by President Taylor and the council yesterday, upon which occasion it was deemed 

best that you should not be put in such nomination, as your services may be required 

as heretofore in the House” (Nuttall to Stayner, June 28, 1879, typescript in Scott G. 
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[ June 29, 1879; Sunday] Having the Answer of Prest Taylor copied 
and got in shape for tomorrow. Lord Lofters and his 2 sons A froin 
England A called while I was there. Had a pleasant shower— wrote to 
wife Elizabeth— attended meeting at 2 p.m. Elders H[enry] P. Rich- 
ards & C[harles] W. Penrose spoke. Afterwards attended Circle 
Meeting at Endowment House. Sat up with Prest Taylor till after 10 
o. clock talking over affairs of the pending suit. 

[June 30, 1879; Monday] The Council of Apostles with the Attorneys 
met in the office at 12 oclock and talked on the suit— afterwards the 
Apostles met & had some plain and decisive talk on the state of the 
Books, accounts &c & concluded to endeavor to effect a compromise 
if possible. At 3 p.m. met Bp [Thomas] Chamberlain A on Telegraph 
matters. A Bros Milner & [Joseph M.?] Tanner from Provo called to 
see me, also Susa Young who desired my aid in procuring proper pa- 
pers and the consent of Prest Taylor that she and Aunt Zina D. 
Young could make a visit to the Sandwich Islands— which I promised 
to do, sister Zina being in feeble health. 

The answer in suit was filed and also published A printed A in the 
Deseret News. 51 

I July 1, 1879; Tuesday] At 3 p.m. Sisters Zina D. & Susy Young were 
blessed & set apart for their trip & visit to the Sandwich Islands— 
by Prest Taylor. A letter from Geo. Q. Cannon was reed. Bro. Rey- 
nolds may be looked for any day, as arranged for Marshall [M.] 
Shaug[h]nessey to return him to Utah. 

I July 2, 1879; Wednesday] Attended prayer 10 meeting of the Prest & 
Apostles at Endowment House. Sisters Zina & Susa Young started 
this afternoon for San Francisco. 

[July 3, 1879; Thursday] Assisted at the Endowment House in taking 
the Record at the request of Bro Jos. F. Smith. A warm day— at the of- 


Kenney Papers, Special Collections, J. Willard Marriott Library, University of Utah, 

Salt Lake City; original in Archives, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Salt 
Lake City). 

9 In his answer, Taylor claimed that Emeline A. Young did not have the authority 
or legal right to enter into the lawsuit. He also stated that her views did not accurately 
reflect the sentiment of all members of Young’s family (Salt Lake Semi-Weekly Herald, 
July 2, 1879, qtd. in Journal History, July 2, 1879, 6-13). 

10 The word “prayer” is written over an illegible word. 
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fice. Arranged for the br[e]thren at Orderville to use the am[oun]t of 
telegraphing they may require per month, not to exceed 1100 or 
1200. Spoke with Prest Taylor also Supt. [William B.] Dougall. They 
did not wish to raise the price above 800 per mo— but could use 1 1 .00 
or 1200 if needed. Wrote several letters, one to Bro [George] 
Reynolds. Aunt Harriet Taylor, [my] wife Sophia’s mother, very sick 
last night & today [with] bilious fever. 

[July 4, 1879; Friday] We learn that six of Prest [Brigham] Young’s 
heirs 11 identified themselves in the Prosecution of the suit against the 
Executors and Trustee-in-Trust in the U.S. Court yesterday. Rode 
out with Prest Taylor to Bro [Amos] Mussers and John Sharps in re- 
gard to this matter— everything very quiet in this City. 

July 5, 1879; Saturday] The quarterly conference of Salt Lake Stake 
of Zion commenced to-day. At the office all day. Attended meeting 
of the Apostles at 7 p.m. to talk over the feasibility of a compromise. 
Lawyers also present. Aunt Harriet [Taylor] still quite sick. Bro 
Erastus Snow arrived from St George this evening. 

July 6, 1879; Sunday] 1 am 45 years of age this morning. Attended 
morning meeting. Bros John Morgan & T[heodore] B. Lewis occu- 
pied the time. Also at meeting 2 p.m. Bro E[rastus] Snow & Prest Tay- 
lor spoke— at 4 p.m. attended the Prayer Circle Meeting of the Prest 
& Apostles at the Endowment House. Bro Peter Sinclair case on Ap- 
peal was decided to confirm the decision of the High Council, hence 
Bro Peter stands cut off the Church. The Infant daughter of Bro Jos. 
F. Smith died this morning of Pleuro Pneumonia. Elder Geo Q. Can- 
non returned this evening from Washington [D.C.] in good health & 
spirits. 

July 7, 1879; Monday] Prest Taylor told me he wanted I should get me 
some more clothes & let me have an order on Z[ion’s] Cooperative] 
Mercantile] Institution] for $30.00. I looked at some clothes & se- 
lected a suit for $1400 & light coat 1 " for $2.50. At 11 a.m. Prest Tay- 
lor, the apostles & attys met in the office. Bp [John] Sharp had ar- 
ranged to have a meeting with the heirs of Prest B[righam] Young 

11 Emetine A. Young, Vilate Y. Decker, Miriam Y. Ellsworth, Ernest I. Young, 
Louisa W. Y. Ferguson, Dora Y. Dunford, and Marinda H. Y. Conrad. 

12 The word “coat” is written over an illegible word. 
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this evening— the matters of this suit was talked over & explained to 
Bros [Erastus] Snow & [George Q.] Cannon. I attended to the usual 
office business— a meeting of the Directors of Zions Saving[s] Bank 
[& Trust] was called for 3 p.m. but adjourned till 11 a.m. tomorrow. 

[July 8, 1879; Tuesday] Prest Taylor & brethren met at 10 a.m. in the 
Office. Bp [John] Sharp reported on the meeting of heirs that 17 had 
declared for the Church & only 2 as wanting a portion of the 
am[oun]t of Compromise in connection with the 7 previously de- 
clared A as A against. 

The attorneys were directed to proceed on their part with such 
matters as may be necessary, also to draft a paper for the signature of 
the heirs, declaring which side they are on. The Meeting of Z[ion’s] 
S[avings] Bank [& Trust] Board was adjourned for want of a quorum 
till the call of the President— I attended to the usual office business, 
wrote several letters. We learn that Bro Taylor & the Executors are 
threatened with papers in contempt. 

July 9, 1879; Wednesday] I sat up & waited on Aunt Harriet [Taylor] 
all night, she being very sick. Son Leonard, Geo A Shumway & Mor- 
mon [?] Shumway arrived about 11 a.m. with 3 loads of wool for 
J[ohn]. W Young. Attended A prayer A meeting of the Apostles at the 
Endowment House at 2 p.m. 13 

July 10, 1879; Thursday] At 3 p.m. Prest Taylor was served with a Ci- 
tation to appear & show cause why he should not be held in con- 
tempt for not complying with the order of court in not delivering 
personal assets to Mr. [William S.] McCornick, Receiver, &c on the 
affidavit of Mr McCornick & Judge [George] Sutherland, to answer 

13 Also on this date, John Taylor wrote to W. L. McCornick: “At the death of the 
late President Brigham Young, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was 
considerably in debt. A large portion of the personal assets paid by the executors of 
his last will and testament to the church as trustee in trust funds, were used to meet 
these liabilities. The remainder I have on hand. They are as follows: 500 of Provo Man- 
ufacturing Company capital stock, 1,101 shares Salt Lake City R. R. Company capital 
stock. 

“I will further state that my bond with any security which may be demanded by 
the court, will be at once executed to indemnify the plaintiffs against any supposed 
danger of loss by reason of the acts of the church or its trustee in trust or to secure 
the payment of any judgment which plaintiffs may ultimately obtain by reason thereof. 
Permit me to enquire whether your co-receiver M. Shaughnesse has returned and exe- 
cuted bond and qualified as receiver?” (Taylor to McCornick, July 9, 1879, typescript 
in Kenney Papers, original in LDS Archives). 
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tomorrow at 10 a.m. Attended a meeting of the Council of the apos- 
tles at 4. p.m. Also attended a meeting of the Territorial] Central 
Committee, at which time several parties were suggested to be part 
in nomination at the next annual Election, viz, the present incum- 
bents as commissioners to locate University lands— & John Taylor as 
TerrSupt of Dist. Schools. Prest Taylor resigned his position as Rep- 
resentative to the Legislature & Wm Clayton as Auditor on account 
of failing health— his son Newel was suggested to fill the vacancy, 
DJaniel] H Wells— Jos F Smith, John T Caine & Wfilliam] W Cluff as 
councilors— & John Jacques as Representative to the Legislature. 

[ July 11, 1879; Friday] Leonard [John Nuttall] & boys loaded up the 
rope & freight for the Colorado Ferry— I sent by Leonard [Jr.] a letter 
to Bp [William D.] Johnson Jr containing the draft of J[ohn] W 
Young & $500.00 in cash to pay Emma B. Lee on purchase of Lee’s 
ferry. 14 They got off in the afternoon, at 10 a.m. The attorneys ap- 
peared in court to answer the citation on Prest Taylor & the Execu- 
tors— put over till 2 p.m. when they argued a motion to set it aside 
which was granted & they released. At 4 p.m. I attended a meeting of 
the Council of Apostles. 

[July 12, 1879; Saturday] Prest Taylor & Bros [George Q.] Cannon, 
[Brigham] Young [Jr.] & [Albert] Carrington, Executors, were ar- 
rested this afternoon for contempt on a warrant issued by Jacob 
Boreman, [the] Judge temporarily on the Bench during the absence 
ofjudge [Philip H.] Emerson to Provo. They gave Bonds in $5000.00 
each for their appearance at Court on Monday at 2 p.m. 

[July 13, 1879; Sunday 7 Attended Tabernacle meeting at 2 p.m. Elder 
Erastus Snow occupied the time. At 4 p.m. attended circle meeting 
of the Apostles at Endowment House. At 7 p.m. at 14th Ward Assem- 
bly Rooms Geo Q. Cannon spoke— I attended. 

[July 14, 1879; Monday] Very quiet at the office this morning. I had a 

14 Also known as Colorado ferry, Lee’s ferry was established by John D. Lee in 
1871 at Lonely Dell on the Colorado River. Lee operated it until 1874. With the assis- 
tance of Warren Johnson, Lee’s wife Emma operated the ferry until 1879 when she 
moved her family across the river to Arizona and sold the ferry to the LDS church. 

The ferry continued operation until the Marble Canyon bridge was completed in 
1892. See Charles S. Peterson, Take Up Your Mission: Mormon Colonizing Along the Little 
Colorado River, 1870-1900 (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1973), 75-77; and 
Juanita Brooks, “Lee’s Ferry,” Utah Historical Quarterly 25 (October 1957): 284-95. 
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chance to write some official letters. While at dinner Prest Taylor was 
taken with a sudden attack ol dizziness and vomiting, yet at 2 p.m. he 
was able to make his appearance at the US Dist Court accompanied 
by Elders E[rastus] Snow, F[ranklin] D. Richards, myself and Bp. 
John Sharp. Many of our brethren were also on hand and present. 
The attys filed their response 15 to the affidavit for arrest A or charge of 
contempt* &c and after being there 45 minutes were informed they 
could return until notified to again appear. Prest Taylor and the Ex- 
ecutors retired and Bro. T[aylor] drove home, as he needed quiet 
and rest. Bro [Abraham O.] Smoot called to see me & we had a nice 
little chat. 

July 15, 1879; Tuesday] Prest Taylor much better & at the office a 
short time in morning & afternoon. The contempt case going on in 
Court as to the Executors. The Pl[ain]t[i]ff Attys expressed satisfac- 
tion with the response of Prest Taylor if it was proven as claimed in 
his answer, exhibit B.— Geo Reynolds is expected to arrive in Utah on 
Thursday Evening with Marshal Shau[gh]nessy. 

July 16, 1879; Wednesday] In the contempt case at court, after some 
testimony for the Pl[ain]t[i]f[f]s was heard they rested their case & 
court adjour[n]ed till Tuesday next at 11 a.m., to give Judge Bore- 
man an opportunity of attending the Methodist conference at 
Provo. 16 The 3rd company of Immigrants from L[iver]pool arrived at 
1 115 a.m. in good health & spirits. I attended the Prayer Meeting of 
the Apostles at the Endowment house. 

July 17, 1879; Thursday] Elder Geo. Reynolds returned by this eve- 
nings train in charge of Marshal Shau[gh]nessy and was taken direct 
to the Penitentiary. 

July 20, 1879; Sunday] I attended the rehe[a]rsal of the Sunday 
School children at 10 a.m. at the New Tabernacle & enjoyed myself 
very much— at 2 p.m. attended the Tabernacle Services. Elder’s Win 
C. Staines and Geo. Q. Cannon spoke— afterwards attended prayer 

15 The word “response” is written over an illegible word. 

1,1 Earlier Judge Boreman had presided over several well-known cases, including 
the trials of John D. Lee and the divorce case of Ann Eliza Young vs. Brigham Young. 
See Leonard J. Arrington, “Crusade against Theology: The Reminiscences of Judge Ja- 
cob Smith Boreman of Utah, 1872-1877,” Huntington Library Quarterly 24 (Nov. 1960): 
1-45. 
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circle of the Apostles at the Endowment House. Took a walk alone in 
the evening. 

[July 21, 1879; Monday] At the Office. Had an agreeable conversation 
with Mr A. C. & Mrs C. B. Winslow M.D. & editor of the “Aloha” 17 of 
Washington D.C., they traveling & sight seeing for pleasure. 

The Attys for the Church have prepared a counter complaint 
against the Estate to quiet the title to Real Estate & personal property 
reed in liquidation of the debt of Brest Bfrigham] Young to the 
Church. 1 read the complaint to Brest Taylor this morning & at 12 
oclock Brest Taylor, Elder E[rastus] Snow, Geo Q Cannon, B[rig- 
ham] Young [Jr.], Jos F. Smith, A[lbert] Carrington & D[aniel H.] 
Wells met in council at the Brest Office to talk over matters pertain- 
ing to this suit &c. At 3 Oclock these same brethren, also Elder 
Ffranklin] D Richards & attys [Franklin S.] Richards, [Rufus K.] Wil- 
liams & [Aurelius] Miner met & adopted the form of complaint & di- 
rected the attys to proceed with the same. At 5 p.m. a telegram was 
received from Rudger Clawson stating that Elder Joseph Standing 
was shot and killed today near Varnells, Georgia, by a mob of 10 or 
12 men— upon which a telegram was sent to Apostle Lorenzo Snow 
Requesting him A to send a messenger to Elder James Standing and 
family at Hampton’s Station to break the sad news. 1 * 

[ 'July 22, 1879 ; Tuesday] Elder Junius F. Wells and Young Mens 
M[utual] Improvement Assns propose to take charge of the funeral 
services of Elder [Joseph] Standing and have Brest Taylors consent. I 
sent a telegram to Brest Lforenzo] Snow to notify the family of Bro. 
Standing. The heir suit pending in court today. The Deljendanjts 
filed a motion to dismiss the suit for contempt & introduced Elder 
G[eorge] Q Cannon, Bfrigham] Young [Jr.], Tfhomas] G Webber & 
others who testified & they rested their case. I wrote a long letter for 
Bro FJrastus] Snow to Bro W[ilford]. Woodruff this evening. 

[July 23, 1879; Wednesday] The arguments in the heir suit com- 
menced this morn[in]g. Attended session of the Council of Apostles 
& prayer circle at 2 p.m. at the Endowment Blouse. 

17 Nuttal wrote “Alojoha.” 

18 On Standing’s murder, see John Nicholson, The Martyrdom of Joseph Standing 
(Salt Lake City: Deseret News, 1886); and Ken Driggs, ‘“There Is No Law in Georgia 
for Mormons’: The Joseph Standing Murder Case of 1879,” Georgia Historical Quarterly 
73 (Winter 1989): 745-72. 
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[July 24, 1879; Thursday] At 10 a.m. attended the Jubilee 19 at the Ta- 
bernacle with Sophia [Nuttall]. Spent a very agreeable time until 1.15. 
Bro Geo Halliday came to me at the Tabernacle & we had an agree- 
able chat. I rested this afternoon and went to the office in the eve- 
ning. The arguments in the heir suit was continued this morni[n]g. 

/ July 25, 1879; Friday] Elders A[ngus] M Cannon, John Morgan & 
J[unius] F Wells, at the instance of Prest Taylor, proceeded to take 
the necessary steps in the preparation of the funeral services of Elder 
Jos Standing. Elder Jas Standing called at the office and felt as well as 
he could under his present circumstances. Elder SJimpson] M Molen 
& wife returned from the Sandwich Islands as missionaries. Bp 
WJilliam] A Bringhurst called at the office [and] will have to remain 
about 3 weeks to complete the Entry of Kanab, Glendale & M[ount] 
Carmel Town Sites at the U.S. Land office. Messrs Wimex [?] & 
[Rufus K.] Williams made their arguments in court today. 

July 26, 1879; Saturday] Elders Neils Willielmsen & Ole Sonne called 
& were set apart by Prest Taylor to their missions to Scandinavia— I 
wrote out their Certificates of appointment, also a letter of appoint- 
ment for Elder Wilhelmsen as President of the Scandinavian Mission 
to relieve Elder N[ils] C. Flygare. In the heir suit Mr McBride for 
Pl[ain]t[i]ffs spoke & the case was submitted & taken under advise- 
ment by Judge Boreman until Tuesday. 

July 27, 1879; Sunday] Attended circle meeting of the Apostles at En- 
dowment House at 4 p.m. After supper took a walk into the 12th 
Ward & called in Bp Thos Taylor pertaining to the release ofjos 2 " B. 
Elder a missionary in England at the suggestion of Prest Taylor. 

July 28, 1879; Monday] Elder Erastus B Snow was set apart by his fa- 
ther Erastus Snow for his mission to England & started this after- 
noon to Ogden. 

July 29, 1879; Tuesday] Met Mr. Milton Sayler MC 21 of Cincinnati] 

19 A jubilee is traditionally the twenty-fifth or fiftieth anniversary of an event, 
though it may also be a day of commemoration or celebration. This day marked the 
thirty-second anniversary of the arrival of the first Mormon settlers in the Salt Lake 
Valley. 

20 “Jos” is written over the letter “E”. 

21 The abbreviation MC stood for Member of Congress. Congressman Sayler 
served in the U.S. House of Representatives for two terms, 1873-79. 
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Ohio. Mr. Shau[gh]nessey A as Receiver A served Prest Taylor with a 
requisition for Deeds, Leases &c of Real Estate reed from Estate of 
Bfrigham] Young, excepting the Deeds of Temple Block and Tithing 
Lots.... I went with Kanosh, Indian chief, 22 & purchased him a suit of 
clothes, Hat & Shoes at the instance of Prest Taylor. 

July 30, 1879; Wednesday] Br. J[ohn] D. T. McAllister and James 
McClellan of Santa Clara called on me. Elder IJorenzo] 2 , Snow & 
C[harles] C. Rich arrived at 10. a.m. Met in the Council of Apostles. 8 
present, also the Attys. Read & considered the complaint of Prest 
John Taylor as T[rustee]-In-T[rust] against the Executors & heirs of 
Prest Youngs Estate, also the Receivers [William S.] McCornick & 
[M.] Shau[gh]nessy appointed by the Court and Bro John Sharp & 
others named, asking the Court to order the settlement as made final 
& conclusive as to the Church A & quiet the titles to Real Estate A or 
else to allow the whole account opened & commence anew— which 
complaint was approved & ordered with the exhibits prepared for fil- 
ing in court at the proper time. 

At 2 p.m. Prest Taylor & the Executors appeared in Court, at 
which time Judge Boreman delivered his opinion in the contempt 
case to the effect that the Executors be committed to prison until 
they shall turn over to the Receiver property to the amount of 
$142,995.52 and that Prest Taylor be likewise imprisoned until he 
turns over all property conveyed to him by the Executors, notwith- 
standing evidence had been produced in Court to the effect that 
these properties have already been disposed of— the order of com- 
mitment is to be filed tomorrow at 10 a.m. until which time the de- 
fendants are at liberty. 

At 4 p.m. Prest Taylor & nine of the apostles met at the office & 
talked over the matter of offering bonds instead of turning out more 
property & as $200,000 had been demanded from the Trustee in 
trust and $150,000 for the Executors, it was decided that the church 
would indemnify for the Trustee to the full amount, as the property 
is now on hand, and also to indemnify for the Executors to the 
amount of $50,000. 


22 Kanosh (or Canosha), chief of the Pahvant Indians in southern Utah, was bap- 
tized into the LDS Church and ordained an elder on May 11, 1874. The town of 
Kanosh, Millard County, Utah, is named in his honor. 

The letter “L” is written over “E”. 
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Reed a letter from John C. Graham pertaining to the Territorial 
Enquirer being sent regularly to my family at Kanab. 

I July 31, 1879; Thursday] At 10 a.m. Prest Taylor and the Executors 
appeared in Court, at which time some preliminaries were talked of 
and bonds proposed. By mutual consent on both sides further pro- 
ceedings were continued till tomorrow. I attended at the Endow- 
ment House this morning and made the Records of the Endow- 
ments— I also attended the Council Meeting of the Apostles at 3 p.m. 
at the Endowment House. 

Elder Rudger Clawson arrived with the remains of Elder Joseph 
Standing and deposited the same with the Sexton. 

[August 1, 1879; Friday] Several brethren appeared at the office & of- 
fered to go as Bondsmen for the brethren, Prest Taylor & the Execu- 
tors— at 10 a.m. Prest Taylor & the Executors again went to Court 
where after some motions & arguments, further proceedings were 
suspended till to-morrow. The Judge however issued his order of 
commitment. The attorneys for Pl[ain]t[if]fs demanded Z.C.M.I. 
stocks for $ 1 18,000 & a security bond for balance to make $200,000, 
but Prest Taylor declared positively he would not deliver another 
cent [but] would go to prison first. His atty drew up a bond for 
$200,000 signed byjohn Sharp, Hforace] S. Eldredge, Wmjennings 
& F[eramorz] Little, who were also indemnified by a bond signed by 
Prest Taylor, Apostles Cfharles] C Rich, IJorenzo] Snow, E[rastus] 
Snow, F[ranklin] D. Richards & Mfoses] Thatcher. Elder Rudger 
Clawson explained the manner of the killing of Elder Standing and 
the proceedings of the mob, the whole showing a cold blooded mur- 
der. 24 ... The court and attorney for Pl[ain]t[i]ff appears very vindic- 
tive against Prest Taylor and the Executors. It is not known what 
course may be pursued in the event of extreme measures. Prest Tay- 
lor feels that he will rather go to prison than submit to the base de- 
mands made upon him by these persons for in his position he feels 
himself amenable to the people and to God for his Trusts & not to 
them. 25 

24 Clawson said that Standing had “secured a pistol” and “demanded them [the 
assailants] to remain quiet and listen to him or he would shoot.” One of them shot 
him in the face. See Prisoner for Polygamy: The Memoirs and Letters of Rudger Clawson at 
the Utah Territorial Penitentiary, 1884-87, ed. Stan Larson (Urbana: University of Illinois 
Press, 1993), 134. 

At Standing’s funeral on August 3, Taylor declared his position before the 
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[August 2, 1879; Saturday ] The attorys for Prest Taylor took his bond 
and his last alternative, to give bonds or go to prison, as he would not 
pay any more funds, which bond was accepted and the order of com- 
mitment as to him was vacated. Bro [George Q.] Cannon & [Brig- 
ham] Young [Jr.] said they did not want to jeopardize the property of 
any more of the brethren in taking more bonds. Hence they would 
rather go to prison, as the court had demanded of them an impos- 
sibi[li]ty. The council of the apostles at a meeting talked over the mat- 
ter & offered the $50,000 as indemnity yet they felt it better not to 
give any bond— Bro [Albert] Carrington thought it better to get the 
bond, so the matter rests at present. A heavy storm of wind & dust 
this afternoon. A Geo. Q. Cannon and B. Young resigned as Editors 
of the Deseret News. A 

[August 3, 1879; Sunday] Attended the funeral services of Elder Jo- 
seph Standing at the Tabernacle at 10 a.m. & took part in the proces- 
sion but did not go to the Cemetery. Elder Geo. Q Cannon and Prest 
Taylor addressed the assembly of some 10,000— the procession was 
20 minutes passing a given point. Also attended the tabernacle ser- 
vices at 2 p.m. Elders C[yrus] H. Wheelock and T[heodore] B. Lewis 
spoke. At 4 p.m. attended the prayer & council meeting of the apos- 
tles at the Endowment House. 

[August 4, 1879; Monday] Ei.S. Land office receiver, called at Bro 
A[mos] M Mussers house, asked him out where [Harry] Bane as- 
saulted him with a raw hide whip. These men were afterwards ar- 
rested & gave bonds for their appearance on Wednesday morning at 
the Police Court/ 1 ’ It was decided that the Executors would not give 
bonds, not wishing to endanger the property of their brethren, as 
they are already under $300,000 bonds as Executors & realizing the 
unjust prejudices of the Courts as against a Mormon, and sent word 


courts: “We are not scared of bonds, imprisonment or death. A few days ago they 
were talking about putting me in prison because I chose to decline to betray a trust 
committed to me by this people, and turn over to them certain properties entrusted to 
my care. I said, ‘You may take me to prison, gentlemen; I am ready. But I am not 
ready to forsake my principles. I am not ready to betray my people. I am not going to 
barter away my honor nor the things that God has communicated to me and that His 
people have vested in my hands’” (qtd. in Samuel W. Taylor, ed., The John Taylor Pa- 
pers: Records of the Last Utah Pioneer [Redwood City, Calif.: Taylor Trust, 1984-85], 

2:61). 

26 On August 3, Bane and George W. Elliot called on Musser at his home and, 
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to their attorneys they were ready to surrender themselves to the 
Marshal, Prest Taylor & the council strongly recommending such a 
measure. At 3 p.m. these brethren left in company of Dep[u]t[y] Mar- 
shal Sprague for the Penitentiary— Prest Taylor remarked as they 
were starting, “good day brethren. I hope a speedy return, in the 
meantime we will take care of these vagabonds.” 

Afterwards at the Prest Office, Prest Taylor, [Charles C.] Rich, 
L[orenzo] Snow & E[rastus] Snow, [Franklin D.] Richards and [Mo- 
ses] Thatcher, also Judge Williams met & read over & fully consid- 
ered the complaint of the Church against the Estate & c & which was 
continu[e]d until 7.30 p m. and approved. 

[August 5, 1879; Tuesday] Prest Taylor drove down & saw Bro A[mos] 
M. Musser. He is some marked about the face & head. 

Bros Jas Jack & D[avid] McKinzie drove out to the Penitentiary & 
saw Bros [George Q.] Cannon, [Brigham] Young [Jr.] & [Albert] Car- 
rington & reported these brethren were quite comfortable & well 
provided for [and] have a good room in the Warden’s house. 

The council of apostles met at the office & considered the pay- 
ment of an order of J[ohn] W Young in Stock to A. L. Farnsworth on 
the purchase of Lees ferry— also appropriated 300 bushels of Tithing 
Oats to Logan Temple. Also appropriated $296.90 on expenses of 
bringing Jos. Standings body from Georgia to Utah. 

Prest A[braham] O. Smoot from Provo called to see me. We had 
an agreeable talk over matters. The complaint of the church against 
the Estate et. al was filed today in Court & summons issued— all of 
which was printed in the Deseret News, Supplement. John A. Hunter 
was assigned as Chief Justice for Utah to the 3rd District today. 

[August 6, 1879; Wednesday] Elder A[mos] M Musser used the same 
whip on Mr [Harry] Bane as he used on Bro Musser last Sunday— this 
morning at the City Hall. They were both' 7 arrested and taken before 

upon entering, beat him with a “rawhide whip about two and one Half feet long and 
nearly an inch thick at the butt.” Musser was struck twelve to fifteen times before the 
two men fled. Reportedly, Musser had written a series of articles in the Salt Lake Her- 
ald “reflecting upon the moral status and antecedents of one or more members of the 
Anti-Polygamy Society in which Mrs. M. M. Bane was a prominent figure.” Differing 
accounts of the episode are found in the Deseret News, Aug. 3, 1879, and Salt Lake Tri- 
bune, Aug. 5, 1879. See Karl F. Brooks, “The Life of Amos Milton Musser,” M.A. the- 
sis, Brigham Young University, 1961, 102-04. 

27 Alexander M. McRae apparently helped coordinate the retaliation attack and 
was arrested along with Musser. 
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Justice Pyper. I attended the Meeting of the Council of Apostles at 
the Endowment House. The Congressional Labor committee were 
met at Ogden by Elders M[oses] Thatcher, [Charles W.] Penrose, 
[John R.] Winder, [Horace S.] Eldredge & others at the request of 
Prest Taylor. 

[August 7, 1879; Thursday] Hon H[endrick] B. Wright of Pennsylva- 
nia, chairman of the Congressional Labor Comty, also most of the la- 
dies & Gentlemen of the party, called on Prest Taylor who accompa- 
nied them to the Penitentiary to see Elder [George Q.] Cannon, as 
most of the gentlemen were intimate with him. 1 with Mayor [Fera- 
morz] Little, Bros [Charles W.] Penrose, [Horace S.] Eldredge, [John 
R.J Winder, [Henry] Dinwoody & [John] Sharp went along— found 
Bros 28 [George Q.J Cannon, [Brigham] Young [Jr.] & [Albert] Car- 
rington feeling well and comfortable. 

[August 8, 1879 ; Friday] Elders [Amos M.] Musser, Alex McRae and 
Eldridge Tufts were held in $500.00 bonds to await the action of the 
Grand Jury in the Bane whipping case. 

In the church suit vs. the Executors, the church attorneys filed 
a motion to have the court appoint persons to defend in behalf of 
the def[endan]ts, they being so numerous— which motion was over- 
ruled. 

The Attorneys for the 7 heirs filed a motion to dismiss the 
Church suit, for 3 reasons, viz, 1st That there is no plaintiff men- 
tioned in the complaint— 2nd That there is no corporation as the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints— 3rd That John Taylor is 
notTrustee-in-Trust for any such pretended corporation, and there 
is not and cannot be any such person as Trustee-in-Trust for any such 
pretended corporation. 

The hearing was set for Sept 2nd at 10 a.m. 

[August 9, 1879; Saturday] Several visitors and strangers called on 
Prest Taylor. The Congressional labor committee left by the 3.40 
train, they all feeling well towards us as a people. 

[August 10, 1879; Sunday] Attended the Tabernacle Meeting at 2 p.m. 
Elder M[oses] Thatcher & Jos F. Smith occupied the time. Also at- 


28 “Bros” is written over an illegible letter. 
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tended the meeting of the Council of the Apostles at the Endowment 
House. 

[August 11, 1879; Monday ] Elder Geo Q Cannon preached at the Pen- 
ilendary yesterday to the prisoners— the Sugarhouse ward choir also 
attended & several of the Saints. At 12 m. attended a meeting of the 
Council of Apostles at Prest Taylors office and made the record of 
proceedings. 

[August 13, 1879; Wednesday] The Directors of the A Des A Tel Co. met 
at the office. I was appointed with Jas Jack a committee to examine 
some accounts & the Lee Report. The Executors attorneys in the heir 
suit filed a petition for a writ of Certiorari 29 with a view to the release 
of the Executors [from prison], I met with the council of the apostles 
at 2 p.m. at the Endowment House— Silas S. Smith was appointed to 
the Presidency of the Colorado and San Juan Country, also Platte D. 
Lyman of Oak Creek was called to assist bro Smith. A letter from El- 
der Henry C. Rogers of Salt River to me was read. Elder Alexander] 
F. Macdonald was called to remove to the Salt River country and pre- 
side over the Saints in the region. 30 The Saints on the San Pedro 
River have permission to remove further up the River or elsewhere 
as they shall chose— to sell or lease their present location on such 
terms as they may see right and proper. 31 

[August 15, 1879; Friday] Elders E[rastus] Snow &J[oseph] F. Smith 
started this morning to attend the Sanpete Conference. The Motion 
for the writ of Certiorari was argued to-day & held under advisement 
till to-morrow. 


Certiorari is a written brief outlining the reasons why a case should be consid- 
ered by an appellate court. 

30 John Taylor subsequently sent the following letter to Alexander MacDonald: 
“At a meeting of the council of the apostles held August 13, 1879, the question of the 
appointment of a suitable person to take charge of the Saints at present located, and 
who shall hereafter locate, in the Salt River country, Arizona territory, was considered, 
when on motion, it was unanimously decided that you be called and set apart to pre- 
side in that section of country; that you endeavor to dispose of your property and 
gather up your effects to enable you to locate such portion of your family as you may 
wish to take into that country.... On your making a selection of brethren to accom- 
pany you please forward us the list of names as soon as convenient so they may re- 
ceive due notice” (Taylor to MacDonald, Aug. 21, 1879, typescript in Kenney Papers, 
original in LDS Archives). 

31 The Mormon settlement of St. David was founded in 1877 on the San Pedro 
River in southeastern Arizona. See Bancroft, History of Utah, 245. 
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[August 16, 1879; Saturday] At 2 p.m. the court granted the writ asked 
for & set the further hearing till Friday. Myself feeling a little better, I 
sent the following to wife Elizabeth, “Come soon as you can arrange 
satisfactorily send word when you start.” I went out to Black Rock by 
Utah Western train and bathed in the Salt Lake this evening— very re- 
freshing. 32 

[August 18, 1879; Monday] The University of Deseret commenced its 
academic year today— I made out 21 certificates for normal Students. 
The Executors attorneys filed a statement of errors in the Certiorari 
case in the Supreme Court. 

[August 19, 1879; Tuesday] Bro Isaac Zundle with 15 Shoshone Indi- 
ans called at the office, they being anxious to see Prest Taylor— Elders 
[Erastus] Snow & [Joseph F.] Smith returned from Sanpete confer- 
ence. 

[August 20, 1879; Wednesday] Bp Frederick] Kesler called and 
showed a letter from Bro Jos H. Parry in NJorth] Carolina wherein he 
sets forth he had been whipped by a mob, receiving some 25 lashes. I 
attended the Council of the Apostles in meeting at the Endowment 
House. Franklin Spencer of Richfield, Jesse J Murphy of Ogden, 
Crandel Dunn of Beaver dam, Box Elder Co, Aaron Thatcher of Lo- 
gan— Henry G. Boyle of Payson— Chas Hubbard of Willard— Geo 
Nebeker of S[alt] Lake City [and] John R Murdock of Beaver were 
called as missionaries to the United States. W[illiam] H. Seegmiller 
was released from his Mission in Canada. 

[August 21, 1879; Thursday] Elder E[rastus] Snow & John Morgan 
started for Manassa, Southern Colorado. Bro S[now] to be absent 10 
or 15 days & Bro M[organ] to go on to his missionary field in the 
Southern states. Wrote to wife Elizabeth. Prest Geo Teasdale of 
Nephi called to see me— also [Joseph] M. Tanner called & talked on 
the B[righam] Y[oung] Academy school matters— [son] John sick 
with sore throat. Bro. Daniel L. Daniels commenced to copy for me a 
copy of the manuscript of the new translation of the Bible as made by 
Dr. J[ohn] M Bernhisel from the manuscript of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith. I am very desirous to obtain this copy. 

32 Black Rock Beach lies on the southern shore of the Great Salt Lake, twelve 
miles west of Salt Lake City. 

33 Emma Smith, Joseph Smith’s widow, loaned the manuscript to Bernhisel in 
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[August 22, 1879; FridayJThe Certiorari Case was postponed 8c a peti- 
tion for a writ of Habeus Corpus filed.... Judge Wm A. Bringhurst of 
Toquerville called and we arranged about the testimony in the entry 
of the Kanab, Glendale and Mt Carmel land entries. 

[August 23, 1879; Saturday] Bro. Thos Holland and wife and three 
children from Pleasant Grove called at the office and explained an af- 
fliction that comes upon their children so that they become helpless 
after they are 5 or 6 years of age & get worse until they die at about 15 
or 16; they wished to have some council from the Priesthood. After 
some talk they were directed to appear at the Endowment House to- 
morrow at 4 p.m. Bros [George Q.] Cannon, [Brigham] Young [Jr.] 
& [Albert] Carrington were in court this morning, but the court 
would not admit them to bail— the certiorari case was heard to day. 
The court reserved its decision till Monday. 

[August 24, 1879; Sunday] I attended the Tabernacle meeting at 2 
p.m. Elder D[avid]. McKenzie— John H[enry] Smith & Prest Taylor 
spoke. I afterwards met with the following brethren at the Endow- 
ment House, viz:' 1 Prest Taylor, D[aniel] H. Wells— A| ngus] M Can- 
non, Edward Snelgrove, H[orace] S. Eldredge— Davis, Bp Ed Hunter, 
L[eonard] W. Hardy. RJobert] T. Burton &John H Smith, when Bro 
Thos Holland wife & three children came at the request of Prest Tay- 
lor. After Singing, Elders A. M Cannon, H S. Eldredge & Bp Hunter 
anointed the children and Prest Taylor being mouth with the breth- 
ren administered in the laying on of hands. 

[August 25, 1879; Monday] The Public hands on the Temple Block 
have a holiday with their families at Lake point some 900 or more. 
The Supreme Court decided its right to hear or its Jurisdiction in the 
matter Certiorari & the case was taken up on its merits— Bros 
[Brigham] Young [Jr.] & [George Q.] Cannon in Court. Prest Taylor 
decided to go to Logan next Friday on the Temple matters. 


1845. For the next three months, he copied the manuscript markings into his own Bi- 
ble and drafted a copy of the translation. He later presented his work to Brigham 
Young. An accurate, though incomplete, copy of the original, the Bernhisel manu- 
script nevertheless contains some interpretive and explanatory comments not original 
to the Joseph Smith copy. See Robert J. Matthews, “The Bernhisel Manuscript Copy of 
Joseph Smith’s Inspired Version of the Bible,” BYU Studies 11 (Spring 1971): 253-74. 

34 The abbreviation “viz” is written over the word “where”. 
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[August 26, 1879; Tuesday 7 Elder Geo Goddard was arrested last eve- 
ning and confined in the Penitentiary for not delivering to Marshal 
Shaughnessy as Receiver, the Black Rock property. Prest Afbraham] 
0 Smoot called to see me. The argument[s] in the Certiorari Case 
were all in today and on the proposition of Chief Justice [John A.] 
Hunter the question of the Habeas Corpus by consent was also taken 
under advisement by the Court till Thursday at 10 a.m. 

Bro Goddard was admitted to bail in $50000 and released this 
evening. 

[August 27, 1879; Wednesday] Prest Taylor accompanied by AJngus] 
M Cannon, CJharles] W Wilckens, RJobert] T Burton & Jas Jack 
drove to the Penitentiary to see Elder Geo Q Cannon at his request 
made last evening as he wished to talk with him— I attended the meet- 
ing of the Council of Apostles at the Endowment House at 2.30. 

[August 28, 1879; Thursday] at 2 p.m. Chief Justice [John A.] Hunter 
read the opinion of the Court on the Certiorarie case, reversing the 
decision of the Judge Boreman of the 3rd Dist Court and on the writ 
of Habeas Corpus, ordered that Geo Q Cannon, BJrigham] Young 
[Jr.] & A[lbert] Carrington be discharged. Judge Boreman dissent- 
ing. These brethren shortly afterwards called at the office and re- 
ceived the congratulations of Prest Taylor & others of the brethren. I 
made out the following telegram which was sent to the leading men 
of the Territory. “Boreman’s decision reversed by the Supreme 
court at 2 p.m. Boreman dissenting. Bros. Cannon, Young and Car- 
rington discharged by order of the Court, signed John Taylor.” Just 
as the brethren were discharged Marshal Shaughnessy as Rec[e]iver 
served another demand on these brethren for the property said to be 
in their hands.’’ 

[August 29, 1879; Friday] In the heir suit the plaintiffs attorneys 
served a notice on def[endan]t[s]. Counsel that they would ask the 
Court Sept 8th for an order to give the plaintiffs a copy or permission 
to take a copy of all books, papers and accounts relating to the 
church claim and other matters as specified pertaining to the Execu- 
tors. 


35 The demand contained a list of “personal assets or proceeds of assets, of the 
estate of Brigham Young,” totaling $147,835.52 (see Deseret News, Aug. 29, 1879, qtd. 
in Journal History, Aug. 28, 1879, 1-2). 
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[August 31, 1879; Sunday] Elder I .[ awrence | C. Mariger at the office 
with me this morning, as he arrived on Friday Evening and called on 
me at the office yesterday. We spent most of the afternoon yesterday 
in conversation with Bro W[illiam] B. Dougall on Telegraph matters 
at Kanab and explained myself to him [Mariger] of his conduct to- 
wards me— as I wished to have a good & proper understanding of af- 
fairs (hat he could go on his mission feeling right & that I could also 
feel right towards him. We had a good time. 

[September 1, 1879; Monday] Elder Erastus Snow called, he having re- 
turned from Manassa [Colorado] on Saturday evening.... At 1 140 
Prest Taylor & party arrived from Logan accompanied by Elders 
[Charles C.] Rich, [Lorenzo] Snow, [Franklin D.] Richards, [George 
Q.] Cannon & [Moses] Thatcher. Laurence C. Mariger was set - apart 
by Elder M - Thateher for his mission. At 3 p.m. I met with Council of 
Apostles at (lie Endowment House. 

[September 2, 1879; Tuesday] Elder l.fawrence] C. Mariger was set 
apart by Elder M[oses] Thatcher for his mission to Scandinavia and I 
gave him his certificate of appointment. He left by the afternoon 
train for Box Elder to wait till next Tuesday the departure of the 
other missionaries. Bro John Park of Provo called & told me of his 
having been pois[o]n[ed] by a doctor in Bear Lake Vall[e]y by his tak- 
ing Salts with Strychnine in it— he has been sick 8 or 9 months. The 
motion to dismiss the Church Suit was argued today and continued 
till tomorrow. 1 met with the Council of Apostles at 1 1 a.m. & 3 p.m. 
$300.00 was appropriated in behalf of Mrs Rath[a]rine Salisbury, sis- 
ter of the Prophet Joseph Smith, to save her home— also 2,000.00 was 
appropriated in behalf of Elder C[harles] C. Rich to build his wife a 
house in S[alt] Lake City. The question as to the propriety of a com- 
promise being affected in the Heir Suit was talked on and 60 to 
75,00000 was thought to be sufficient. 

[September 3, 1879; Wednesday] Elder Orson Pratt returned from 
Great Britain last evening in good health and spirits/ 1 ’ Prest Willard 
G Smith of Morgan having had some difficulty with a Bro [Joseph] 
Spendlove on a water question, the same was heard by Prest Taylor, 

36 In Liverpool, Pratt had arranged for publication of the Book of Mormon and 
Doctrine and Covenants, organizing each into chapters and verses with explanatory 
notes. See Taylor, John Taylor Papers, 2:87. 
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Elders [Charles C.] Rich, [Franklin D.] Richards & [Moses] Thatcher 
this morning. I took the Minutes. I met with the Council of Apostles 
at the Endowment House at 2 p.m. It was found it would take 
$100,000.00 to effect a compromise & that amount must be in mon- 
ey. The argument on the motion to dismiss was continued today. 

[ September 4, 1879; Thursday] Met with the Council of Apostles at the 
Prayer room of the Historian’s office at 10 a.m. and at the Endow- 
ment House at 3 p.m. The matter of compromise was considered 
and $100,000.00 appropriated on certain provisions of full security 
that the suite & all matters pertaining to the Estate of Prest B[rig- 
ham] Young & his heirs &c be concluded and forever stopped from 
all suits as against the Church or its property. 

The Church Suit was argued & submitted today to the Court. 

[September 5, 1879; Friday ] At a meeting of the Stockholders of Zion’s 
Savings Bank and Trust Company 37 held this afternoon I was elected 
one of its Directors— the following were also Elected. For President 
John Taylor, Vice Presidents] W[ilford] Woodruff, Geo Q. Cannon, 
B[righam] Young | Jr.] & Jos F. Smith— Directors, Hfiram] B. Claw- 
son, Jas Jack, D[avid] O. Calder, J[ohn] T. Caine, Legrande Young, 
Thos G. Webber, D[avid] McKenzie & L. 38 John Nultall. At 2 p.m. 
met with the Council of Apostles at the Endowment House. Elder 
Cannon reported progress on the Compromise. Prest [William] 
Budge of L[iver]pool wants 12 more missionaries. At 7 p.m. saw a 
meteoric sign in the west and the same continued some half an hour 
changing into many shapes of a spiral character. 

[September 6, 1879; Saturday] Reed the following, Kanab 6th, “Confer- 

37 Zion's Savings Bank and Trust Company was established in 1873 as a branch 
of the Bank of Deseret, earlier known as Zion’s Co-operative Banking Institution. Its 
purpose was “to stimulate thrift, facilitate emigration to Utah, and mobilize savings for 
investment projects.” Unlike many private banks of the time, Zion’s Savings was a co- 
operative or group enterprise whose shareholders and directors were mostly Mormon. 
See Leonard J. Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom: An Economic History of the Latter-day 
Saints, 1830-1900 (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1958), 316-17. 

38 The letter “L” is written over “J”. 

39 According to the Deseret News, this “meteoric sign” lasted twenty to thirty min- 
utes and was reported as “a long slanting streak, shaped like a bayonet, and of hue of 
lightening ... touching the horizon, and then began changing, forming a zig-zag line, 
becoming more dim every moment” ( Deseret News, Sept. 6, 1879, qtd. in Journal His- 
tory, Sept. 5, 1879). 
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ence met at ten oclock this morning, well attended, good spirit pre- 
vailing— Have you any instructions for us? Would like to hear from 
you— H[oward] O Spencer, W[illiam] D JohnsonJr.” Sent the follow- 
ing A to H[oward] O. S[pencer], A “Wrote you last Monday. Talk up 
our Priesthood meetings— unity of action throughout the Stake— en- 
courage the several societies— sustain the authority of the Priest- 
hood— continue Home missionary appointments and labors— pres- 
ent Bro [Lawrence C.] Mariger as missionary to Europe. Eleven of 
the apostles now here they feel well. You are remembered. God bless 
you. L. J. N[uttall].” Also sent following to wife Elizabeth, “How are 
you all. When will you start— am well. L. J. N[uttall].” At 2 p.m. at- 
tended the meeting of the Council of Apostles at the Endowment 
House in session till 5.30. 

[September 7, 1879; Sunday] Attended the Tabernacle Meeting at 2 
p.m. Elder Ofrson] Pratt occupied the time. Also attended the Meet- 
ing of the Apostles at 4 p.m. at the Endowment House. 

[September 8, 1879; Monday] Mr Jay L. Forry, a correspondent of the 
“St Louis Globe Democrat,” called and had an interview on political 
& Church & Territorial matters with Prest Taylor. 

Eleven missionaries for Scandinavia were set apart by Elders 
L[orenzo] Snow &J[oseph] F. Smith and I made out their certificates 
of appointment.... 

At 3 p.m. met with the Council of Apostles at the Endowment 
House. 

[September 10, 1879; Wednesday] Elder Rudger Clawson called. He 
had been informed by summons to appear at Court, in Dalton, 
G[eorgi]a as a witness in the killing of Elder Standing, to be there Oct 
6th, leave here Sept 30th. It was deemed best for him to go, as he feels 
himself he should go. Elder John M. Bernhisel called on the request 
of Prest Taylor and explained pertaining to his manuscript copy of 
the New Translation of the Bible, as taken from the Manuscript of 
the Prophet Joseph Smith. “Bro Bernhisel stated: I had great desires 
to see the New Translation, but did not like to ask for it; but one eve- 
ning, being at Bro Joseph’s house about one year after his death, Sis- 
ter Emma to my surprise asked me if I did A would A not like to see it. I 
answered, yes. She handed it to me the next day, and I kept it in my 
custody about three months. She told me it was not prepared for the 
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press, asjoseph had designed to go through it again. I did not copy 
all that was translated leaving some few additions and changes that 
were made in some of the books. But so far as I did copy, I did so as 
correctly as I could do; the markings in my Bible correspond pre- 
cisely with the markings in the Prophet Joseph’s Bible, so that all the 
books corrected in his Bible, so far as I now know are marked in my 
Bible; but as I stated, the additions are not all made in my manuscript 
of those books that I did not copy.” ... 

Attended the Meeting of the Council of Apostles at the Endow- 
ment House at 2. p.m. until evening. 

[September 11, 1879; Thursday] attended a meeting of Prest Taylor, 
several of the Twelve & Directors of the Desferet] Nat[io]n[al] Bank 
pertaining to obtaining the necessary amount of money to effect the 
compromise in the heir suit. Bp E[lijah] F Sheets reported the sale of 
600 head of Church Stock for $7.80000. Bro [Daniel L.] Daniels fin- 
ished copying the manuscript of the New translation for me— I busy 
in copying my Minutes of the Council meetings & attending the of- 
fice business. 

[September 12, 1879; Friday] Elders [George Q.] Cannon, [Erastus] 
Snow, [Daniel H.] Wells, [Abraham O.] Smoot and others met at the 
Land Office today with the U.S. Land Commission now investigating 
land matters in this Territory. 

[September 13, 1879; Saturday] Read a letter from Elder Wilford 
Woodruff of his travels among the Indians and needing or calling for 
some thirty Indians missionaries for the Indian Mission. 

[September 14, 1879; Sunday] Met with the Council of Apostles at the 
Endowment House at 4 p.m. Sisters Zina D. & Susa Young arrived 
from their visit to the Sandwich Islands this morning. 

[September 16, 1879; Tuesday] Bro Israel Clark called at the office, just 
arrived from Ashley’s Fork. He say’s the White River country [Colo- 
rado] can be secured, it is now used as a herd ground. This river en- 
ters the Green River about 30 miles below Ashley’s Fork, and 3 miles 
below the Duch[es]ne River & comes in from the East. There is 
enough land on the White river for 50 families, and there is more 
land yet in the Ashley country, and it should be secured soon if our 
people want it, and more good Saints are needed out there. 
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[September 18, 1879; Thursday] Attended a hearing before Prest Tay- 
lor of Bro Sandberys family matters. Bp [Edward] Hunter feels that 
the price of wheat should be raised to conform to other prices as 
there is not so much expected on tithing this year. Met with the apos- 
tles at 3 p.m. at the Endowment House. 

[September 19, 1879; Friday] Sister [Mercy R.] Thompson’s (Bro 
J[oseph], F. Smith aunt) 40 of the 16 th Ward, had her hay stacks burned 
this morning. Children & matches the cause— some 8 tons of hay. 

[September 20, 1879; Saturday] Elders E[rastus] Snow & Joseph F. 
Smith purpose attending meeting at Lehi tomorrow in the install- 
ment & setting apart of Elder Thos R. Cutler as Bishop in place of Bp 
David Evans. 

[September 22, 1879; Monday] I being very anxious to return home to 
Kanab as I feel that is my home, I [nevertheless] returned [from 
Provo] by the 3.40 train & arrived at City at 6.25. Met Bro Ashton 
Nebeker of Toquerville on the train & had an agreeable conversation 
with him. I had requested Bros Jas Jack & Wm C. Spence to attend to 
matters for me in the office, which Bro Spence did. 

[September 23, 1879; Tuesday] A Mr N . L. Thieblin, a correspondent of 
N.Y. “Sun,” had an agreeable interview with Prest Taylor. 

[September 24, 1879; Wednesday] Attended a meeting of the Council 
of Apostles at the Endowment House at 3 p.m. The 4th company of 
Immigrating Saints arrived this Eveni[n]g. 

[September 25, 1879; Thursday] At 11. O. clock a.m. met at Prest Tay- 
lor’s A office A with the Council of Apostles. 

The Grand Jury of the Sept. Term 1879 of the 3rd Di[stri]c[t] 
Court was being empaneled today. Dist. Atty [Philip T.] Van Zile 
making a belief in Plural Marriage a sufficient cause for dismissal 
which was sustained by the Court. Elderjos. F. Smith handed me the 
38th vol of the [Latter-day Saints’] Millennial Star just received from 
L[iver]pool, this makes all my “Stars” complete to date. 

[September 26, 1879; Friday] At 11.30 a.m. the Apostles met at Prest 

40 Thompson was a plural wife of Hyrum Smith, older brother of church founder 
Joseph Smith. 
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Taylors office. Bro W[illiam] W Cluff of Coalville called to see me. 
Read a very interesting letter from Bro. Wilford Woodruff of his 
journey among the “Zunies,” “Lagoonies,” and “Islatus” Indians, 41 
who he believes are the Nephites, Jacobites, Josephites and the 
Zoramites as recorded in the book of Doctrine and Covenants 
Sec[tion] 3. paragraph] 1 7th. Wrote to my Bro Joseph at Provo. [My 
wife] Sophia’s baby Harriet very sick since yesterday with Puking & 
Purging and still very sick tonight. I administered to her twice. 

[September 27, 1879; Saturday] When I went to dinner Sophia’s baby 
did not seem any worse— but I felt to administer to her and bless her, 
also to give unto her a name which ordinance of our church had been 
neglected in consequence of my being South where the child was 
born & until she was nearly a month old and at times she was unwell. 
I was hoping she would be better and I would then attend to it, which 
was not done. I now felt impressed to attend to this ordinance and 
anointed her with oil, and prayed for her recovery & the rebuke of 
the sickness. I then blessed her and named her Harriet Taylor 
Nuttall, feeling that all was well with her and she would recover, and 
so left her— attended a meeting of the Apostles at the Endowment 
House the compromise of the law suit being the business— in the af- 
ternoon the baby took worse and Sophia sent for me in the evening, 
but I missed the messenger on the way and arrived at home 10 min- 
utes after our baby had expired, she having died at 7.05 p.m. without 
any apparent pain. This was a heavy shock to me as I had not ex- 

1 1 Woodruff at the time was on an “Indian Mission" to evade federal prosecu- 
tors. During the months of August and September 1879, he visited several tribes in 
the Southwest and northern Mexico. Of one such encounter, he recorded: “The spirit 
of God rested upon me and I taught them in great Plainnes the principles of the gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ. I taught them the Book of Mormon and its history. I gave them an 
account of the Dealings of God with them and their future Destiny. Br [Ammon M.] 
Tenney interpreted it. I never had a greater Desire to speak to a people in their own 
language than on this occasion. They all seemed deeply interested in what was taught 
them. I felt as though we Could soon Baptize them all. Thes[e] tribes had been under 
the influence of Catholic Priest[s] for many years. 

“While I was a speaking the oldest woman of the tribe over 80 y[e]ars old arose 
and Commenced talking. I sat down until she got through. I asked the Govornor what 
she said. He told me that she said that when she was a girl her Grand Father told her 
that when she became old, she would see men Come from the west who would teach 
them the gospel and work out salvation Redemption & Deliverance to the Indian race 
and she says the men are here before us to night” (Scott G. Kenney, comp., Wilford 
Woodruffs Journal, 1833-1898, 9 vols. [Midvale, Utah: Signature Books, 1983-85], 7:505, 
Aug. 24, 1879). 
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pected anything of the kind. Sophia who had doted so much on her 
angel girl also felt a deep loss. In the evening I arranged with Bro 
Hiram [Clawson], andjohn W Taylor to see to the procuring a coffin 
and the preparations for interment, Whilst the sisters prepared the 
baby suitably. 

[September 28, 1879; Sunday] Spent a bad night and arose this morn- 
ing very tired and weary. Bro Wm W Taylor proposed to see to the fu- 
neral services which were arranged for 2 p.m. Bro Grow of the Public 
Works furnished the coffin, and at 2 p.m. the 14th Ward choir and 
many of the Saints assembled at the House, also Prest Taylor, Elder 
Jos F. Smith, Bp. 42 [George] Crismon and others. The choir sang. El- 
der Stevenson prayed & Elderjos F. Smith & Prest Taylor spoke in an 
interesting manner. Five carri[a]ges well filled proceeded to the 
Cemetery where we laid away our dear little daughter to come forth 
in the resurrection of the just, feeling in our bereavement to ac- 
knowledge the hand of God our heavenly father— Elder J[ohn] W. 
Taylor offered the dedicatory prayer & we returned home. At the Ta- 
bernacle meeting Elders P[arley] P. Pratt [Jr.], Cfharles] C Rich & 
Prest A[ngus] M Cannon spoke. The apostles held Meeting at 4 p.m. 
I did not attend. 

[September 29, 1879; Monday 7 1 had a very agreeable talk with Elmer 
W. Johnson. He wished my council as to his taking another wife. I 
gave my consent & told him how to proceed— he started for home 
this evening and took a small parcel for sister Harriet Brown, left 
with me by her father. Bro Aflbert] K. Thurber also called to see 
me. Judge Z[erubbabel] Snow was engaged as an attorney today on 
behalf of the heirs of Prest BJrighamJ Young in the matters of 
settlement of the Heir suit. Elder Rudger Clawson was set apart to 
go as a witness in the murder case of Elder [Joseph] Standing to 
Georgia. 43 Prest Taylor received a Mormon publication edited and 

4 - Actually, Crismon was a counselor in Salt Lake City’s 14th Ward bishopric, 
not the bishop. 

43 That same day, John Taylor wrote to John Morgan, the church’s representative 
in Georgia: “Elder Rudger Clawson will leave this city tomorrow for Dalton, at which 
place he is summoned to appear as a witness for the government in the case of the kil- 
ling of Elder Joseph Standing. It will be proper, and we wish you, to render Brother 
Clawson such assistance, company, and safe guard while in that district of country as 
will render him perfectly safe from harm at the hands of those who would feel it to 
their interest to have him away from the court. 

“... the U.S. district attorney is taking a course to so far as possible exclude all 
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printed in Mexico by a Mr. Pl[o]tino Rhondakanaty in the Spanish 
language. 14 

[September 30, 1879; 7 'uesday] Senator [JohnS.] Williams of Kentucky, 
wife & daughter called at the office. On leaving he said to Prest Tay- 
lor, he would be happy to assist our people at Washington [D.C.], 
that his services might be commanded, and as we had no Senator of 
our choice he would act for us & hoped we would soon have 2 Sena- 
tors of our own in that body. The panel of the Grand Jury was com- 
pleted this morning in the 3rd Dist Court after a most persistent ef- 
fort of Dist Atty Van Zile to exclude all Mormons & was assisted by 
Judge [John A.] Hunter. Elder BJrigham] Young [Jr.] returned from 
Soda Springs [Idaho] last night. L. B. Miller was substituted in lieu of 
E[meline] A Young in the Heir suit on motion. 

[October 1, 1879; Wednesday] I attended the opening of the Territorial 
Fair. Gov [George B.] Emery & Geo Q Cannon made the opening ad- 
dresses. 

At 2.30 met with the Council of Apostles at the Endowment 
House. Appropriations for the Logan & Manti Temples were made— 
the Tithing Butter & Eggs of Sanpete Stake was appropriated to the 
Manti Temple and the Butter & Eggs of Bear Lake & Rich Counties 
to the Logan Temple. The propriety of securing the Church Real Es- 
tate was suggested by Elder [George Q.] Cannon, and Elders E[ras- 
tus] Snow, [Franklin D.] Richardfs] & [Joseph F.] Smith were ap- 
pointed a committee to attend to this matter and report as soon as 
possible.... At 7 p.m. I met at the office with Elders Snow, Richards, 
A Cannon A & Smith as a committee in considering the security of the 
Church Real Estate. 


Mormons from the grand jury, so as to make the obtaining of indictments in polyg- 
amy cases easy. At least so far as the jury are concerned, as none but known enemies 
are retained” (Taylor to Morgan, Sept. 29, 1879, typescript in Kenney Papers, original 
in LDS Archives). 

44 Born of Austrian and Greek heritage in Athens, Plotino Constantino Rhoda- 
kanaty studied medicine and political philosophy in Berlin before moving to Mexico. 
There he “became the country’s first advocate of anarchist doctrine and founder of 
the first anarchist working-class organizing group in Mexico. He wielded a profound 
influence on the emerging urban working-class and agrarian movements of the 1860s, 
1870s, and 1880s.” Rhodakanaty had read a Mormon pamphlet and in 1878 asked 
Meliton Trejo how he could learn more. When Trejo wrote to John Taylor of Rhoda- 
kanaty’s interest, the church president sent him several publications. Though he and 
several followers were baptized in November 1879, Rhodakanaty was later excommu- 
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[October 2, 1879; Thursday] At 11 a.m. I attended a meeting of the 
Apostles at the office. The matters of the Real Estate received from 
Prest [Brigham] Youngs Estate was considered by Prest Taylor in as 
safe a position as could be at present, but was in favor of organizing 
Stock Companies to hold a certain properties. This afternoon I had 
some talk with Prest Taylor, and read to him a question and a few 
suggestions pertaining to my going home to Kanab or my staying at 
this City. After hearing me, he said he would like me to continue for 
the present if I could only feel to do so, but gave me no satisfaction as 
to the time I shall be needed here. 

[ October 3, 1879; Friday] Ax. 1 130 attended a Meeting of the Apostles. 
The list of missionaries for the United States to be presented at con- 
ference was passed upon— and further consideration of the compro- 
mise of the Heir suit was had, appearances being favorable to its 
speedy consummation. 

[October 4, 1879; Saturday] Supt W[illiam] H. Folsom of Manti Tem- 
ple & Bp John W Irons of Moroni called. Bp Irons was set apart by 
Prest Taylor for a visit to his relatives in New Jersey. 

Met with the Apostles at 1 1 a.m. at the office— a matter of a water 
question at Gunnison was referred to Prest [Canute] Petersen & his 
councilors. Elder Jos F. Smith came and reported that the matter of 
the compromise, settlement and Decree of Court in the Heir suit was 
fully completed and the Money paid out. The Real Estate and per- 
sonal property had also been returned to the proper parties. 

On motion of Elder Joseph F Smith, James Jack and L. John 
Nuttall were appointed and requested to proceed without delay and 
have the accounts of Prest Brigham Young property entered up, ad- 
justed and closed on the Trustee-in Trust account books in confor- 
mity with the investigations of the Auditing committee and their ac- 
count or claim as presented to the Executors of the Estate of 
Brigham Young deceased for $999,632.90, as approved by said Exec- 
utors and the Probate Court of Salt Lake County, also in accordance 
with the several actions of the Council of Apostles pertaining to said 
account or claim, and also to conform to the Decree of the 3rd Judi- 
cial Dist Court of Utah Territory as rendered this day in the case of 
Emeline A. Young et. al vs. Geo Q. Cannon et al. 
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The Church attorneys being present congratulations were duly 
passed and received on the termination of this long and perplexing 
law suit. 45 

At 2 p.m. I attended a meeting of the Stockholders of Z.C.M.I. at 
the Council House. Had a good meeting. I was elect[e]d chairman of 
comty on Elections of officers. 

At 4 p.m. attended Meeting of the Council of Apostles at the of- 
fice— Prest Taylor said we have now come out of a very unpleasant af- 
fair and feel somewhat relieved. I feel that the Lord has had a hand in 
all these things and the results will be for good. If I have appeared 
stiff at any time and unyielding, I was so impressed, and in accor- 
dance with my nature I yield to those impressions, feeling that it is all 
right. We have at times talked plain, there seemed to be a necessity 
for so 46 doing. Yet if I have done any thing or said any thing that has 
hurt any of your feelings at any time I ask your pardon for I have no 
intentions or desires to do so— I know that the Lord will stand by us, if 
we will stand by him and one another— and maintain our position 
and integrity before God, and do right. The Lord will sustain us and 
His Holy Angels will guard and protect us and all will be well. We will 
build up Temples to his name, build up his Kingdom and maintain 
righteous principles on the Earth. Elders Cannon & [Franklin D.] 
Richards also felt humble and asked forgiveness where they may 
have done any wrong. —It was deemed best in view of the seeming de- 
termination of the Courts in Polygamy cases that the brethren who 
may have Indictments found against them, had better take a mission 
or move out of the Territory, at least keep out of the way to avoid ar- 
rest, as it appeared the settled determination of our enemies to con- 
vict regardless of testimony and imprison all who may be so unfortu- 
nate as to fall into their hands. Bp. John Sharp handed Prest Taylor a 
bank check for $1000.00. as he had promised when this law suit was 
settled he would give that am[oun]t. Prest Taylor received it but had 
the amount credited on Bro. Sharps Tithing. 

45 John Taylor wrote regarding the settlement: “It was deemed expedient, in view 
of all the circumstances and the class of men we have to administer the laws in our 
courts, to submit to considerable blackmailing, which amounted almost, if not quite to 
robbery, and pay what might be considered a large sum of Seventy-five thousand dol- 
lars, to have everything quieted, settled and got out of the courts; all of which was ac- 
complished, so that we went to our Semi-Annual Conference meetings feeling we had 
a heavy load taken off our shoulders” (Taylor to Asahel Hart, Oct. 24, 1879, John Tay- 
lor Family Papers, Special Collections, Marriott Library). 

46 The word “so” is written over the letter “t”. 
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Several of the leading brethren of the Church called at the office 
during the day. 

The Salt Lake stake quarterly conference convened to-day. Prest 
Taylor & most of the Twelve & portions of their families, also myself 
wives & children, attended the Theatre this evening to see Mr Horne 
in his character of Rip Van Winkle— we are comfortable in our new 
quarters at the Valley House. 

[October 5, 1879; Sunday] Prest Taylor and some of the Apostles, also 
Coun [Daniel H.] Wells, attended the Salt Lake quarterly Confer- 
ence. Elders M[oses] Thatcher, Prest Taylor, A[ngus] M Cannon, 
Cfharles] C Rich & A[lbert] Carrington spoke. At 2 p.m. A[ngus] M 
Cannon & Geo Q Cannon spoke. Myself, [wife] Elizabeth & Children 
attended both meetings. At 4 p.m. 1 met with the Council of Apostles 
at the Endowment House. The draft of a card for publication of 
those heirs who have been true was presented & considered, and on 
motion was accepted for the signatures of all those who can sign the 
same— after which on being submitted & endorsed by Prest Taylor & 
this council it can be published. The matter of the Fellowship of the 7 
heirs was talked on & laid over for the present. 

[October 6, 1879; Monday] Met with the Council of Apostles at 9 a.m. 
at the office. Passed upon a portion of the missionary list for Gt Brit- 
ain— and adjourned to meet in the 49th Semi Annual Conference at 
the large Tabernacle at 10 a.m., all the Apostles present except Elder 
Wilford Woodruff. 

[October 7, 1879; Tuesday [The Council of Apostles met at the office at 
9 a.m. and again considered the missionary list. At the Tabernacle 
meeting, Prestjos Young spoke 30 min— Elder G[eorge] Q. Cannon 
presented several missionaries— and Elderjos. F Smith spoke 53 min. 
L[orenzo] Snow closed. 

The Apostles met in session and considered a letter from Attys 
[Franklin S.] Richards & [Rufus K.J Williams pertaining to the views 
ofjudge [John A.] Hunter in regard to the legal status of the Church 
organization under the laws. It was proposed to present the Trustee- 
in-Trust to the Conference as T[rustee] in T[rust] acting for and in 
behalf of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints. 

[October 8, 1879; Wednesday] Met with the Apostles at the office at 9 
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a.m. The question of the election & appointment of the Trustee in 
Trust was again considered. Atty Rich [Rufus K.] Williams also pres- 
ent. On considerations the following motions were approved for 
presentation at the Conference. “It is motioned that John Taylor be 
and he is hereby appointed Trustee in Trust for the body of Reli- 
gious Worshippers known and recognized as the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, to hold the legal title to its property and 
contract for it, and that he execute bonds—” 

“It is motioned that we accept and approve a Bond in the sum of 
one hundred dollars from the Trustee-in-Trust with the Apostles as 
his sureties, and that said bond be made payable to the Presiding 
Bishop of the Church for the use and benefit of said church— said 
bond to be executed before and attested by the General church Re- 
corder.” ... 

At 2 p.m. met at the Council House with Zion’s Board of Trade. 47 
Prest Taylor & several of the Apostles present, also the Prest of 
Stakes & their councilors. Some talk was had as to the advantages of 
this organization. The members of the Central board or committee 
signed the articles of agreement 48 and the meeting adjourned at 4 
p.m. Several brethren called at the office. 

Ernest I. Young, son of the late Prest B[righam] Young and one 
of the 7 litigant heirs against the Church and Executors, was found 
dead in his bed this morning. 

[October 9, 1879; Thursday] Ax 9 a.m. attended a meeting of the Prests 
of Stakes at the Council House. Prest Taylor, 0[rson] Pratt, L[oren- 
zo] Snow, E[rastus] Snow, F[ranklin] D Richards, CJeorge] Q. Can- 
non & Bfrigham] Young [Jr.] present, also the Prests of Stakes & 
Councilors. Sang “now let us rejoice &c.” Elder Richards prayed. 

47 Taylor organized Zion’s Central Board of Trade in October 1878, a “genuine 
co-operative community” designed to encourage Mormon industry and unite against 
the gl owing influence of non-Mormon business. Leonard Arrington referred to this 
organization as a “Third United Order.” See Taylor, John Taylor Papers, 2:120-21; 
Leonard J. Arrington, “Zion’s Board of Trade: A Third United Order,” Western Hu- 
manities Review 5 (1950-51): 1-20. 

In 1880 these were printed in a pamphlet entitled Zion’s Central Board of Trade: 
Articles of Association. The articles stipulated that the board was to exist for twenty-five 
years and not to exceed fifty members gathered from the various stakes. Board meet- 
ings were held on the first Monday of January, April, August, and November in Salt 
Lake City; the association met on the eighth day of April and October each year. Nut- 
tall represented Kanab Stake. See copy in Leonard J. Arrington Papers, Special Collec- 
tions, Milton R. Merrill Library, Utah State University, Logan. 
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Morgan, Weber & Utah Stakes not represented. 

Prest Taylor spoke on several subjects. I followed on Statistical 
Reports & the manner of making them correct, also on Recom- 
mends for the Endowment House and Temple— E. Snow, F[ranklin] 
D Richards & G[eorge] Q Cannon also spoke (for synopsis see my let- 
ter book of date Nov 15th 1879). 49 Sang “Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow.” Elder Richards closed. 

The Missionaries were set apart by Elders [Orson] Pratt, Lforen- 
zo] Snow & presidency of the Seventies— I made out 22 certificates of 
appointment for missionaries called & set apart. 

[ October 10, 1879; Friday ] Elder Moses Thatcher was set apart by Prest 
Taylor for his mission to Mexico— also James Zebulon Stewart 50 by 
E[rastus] Snow & I made out the certificates. This afternoon E. Snow 
had a conversation with Prest Taylor pertaining to my continuance 
in the office as Private Secretary to Prest Taylor, also of my holding 
the Presidency of the Kanah stake, but there was nothing definite 
concluded. Yet Bro. Snow afterwards suggested that I proceed to 
make my home permanent at Kanab & build suitable houses for my 
family as my circumstances will permit. 

[October 11, 1879; Saturday] Alexander]. F. Macdonald called at the 
office & Prest Taylor talked with him on his missionary labors in Ari- 
zona— Frederick] A Mitchell talked on coal matters. At 340 Prest 
Taylor & wife, E[rastus] Snow & wife, J[oseph] F Smith & wife, 
G[eorge] Q Cannon, Gfeorge] F Gibbs & wife, Mrs. Barratt & Miss 
Davis left by train for Brigham City— after which I with wife Elizabeth 


49 Subjects discussed ranged from punctuality and temple clothing to economic 
cooperation and home manufacture. Regarding entrance into United Orders: “It 
seemed we were surrounded by a train of circumstances that rendered it impracticable 
to enter freely therein at present; we should be working to that end in all the Stakes of 
Zion. The principlefs] of the United Order have got to be introduced, no use to tray 
and plow round it. Some are doing tolerable well, still they have weaknesses; some 
things they are going to[o] fast, others to[o] slow; we could only do things as God per- 
mitted us; we should proclaim against selfishness and covetousness.” Young men were 
encouraged to join rifle clubs and enter polygamy, to pay t ithes and offerings; also dis- 
cussed were recommends to the Endowment House and temples. See Nuttall to 
George Teasdale and David H. Peery, Nov. 15, 1879, Nuttall Papers. 

50 Stewart previously traveled nearly 3,000 miles on horseback on a mission to 
Mexico, 1875-76, and again in 1876 to Sonora, Mexico, to proselytize and stake out 
suitable areas for Mormon settlement. Seasoned and experienced, he held charge of 
the Mexican mission following Moses Thatcher’s return to Salt Lake City in February 
1880. See Tullis, Mormons in Mexico, 38. 
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purchased some needed goods at Z.C.M.I. for her to take home 
which kept ns engaged till night— Reed letter from Geo A Shum[wa]y 
asking me to pay $ 1 0000 to a Mr Simonson for him on a debt, which I 
did not feel like doing & did not do. 

[October 12, 1879; Sunday] Went by the morning Train with wife & 
children to Provo— went to Bro [David] John’s house with wife and 
spent the time until the Train came, when I bid them good by, 51 as 
they [Nuttall’s family] would fit out for going home [to Kanab] from 
Provo and I returned to Salt Lake by the afternoon train feeling 
much depressed in spirits as I would rather have continued on South 
to see my folks home in safety & see the children there, also attend to 
some duties in a stake capacity that are much needed. 

[October 13, 1879 ; Monday] l also got my new Letter Book that I have 
wanted for some time. I wrote to wife Elizabeth (see Letter book first 
letter). At 8 20 1 met Elder E[rastus] Snow & wife at Railroad depot at 
his request by telegram as he wished to leave by the Southern Train 
in the morning for home at St George. I had an agreeable talk with 
him on Kanab & other matte[r]s [and] he promised to exert his inter- 
est in my returning home if only for a brief visit— I received the fol- 
lowing from Bp [William D.] Johnson Jr, Kanab, “Not heard from 
you by letter for over three weeks, written you every week. What is 
the matter? Folks well.[”] 

[October 14, 1879; Tuesday] Elders John S Woodbury &Jacob Gatesjr 
returned last night from mission to the Sandwich Islands. Prest Tay- 
lor sent me telegram he would return by the 1 140 train which he and 
party did return on from Brigham City. Elder Wm Devey of Alpine & 
Zerah Pulsipher Terry were set apart by Elder [Franklin D.] Rich- 
ards, I assisting in Bro Terry’s & they reed their letters of appoint- 
ment as missionaries to England. 

[October 15, 1879; Wednesday] At 2 p.m. 1 met with the Council of 
Apostles at the Endowment House— Elder Jos F Smith presented a 
number of the “Saints Advocate” containing a statement said to be 
made by Emma Smith pertaining to the Prophet Joseph Smith & Po- 
lygamy. Prest Taylor spoke of his knowledge of the principal [princi- 
ple] front the Prophetjoseph personally. A card signed by several of 


r ' * The word “by” is written over “buy”. 
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the heirs was presented 8c endorsed by Prest Taylor in behalf of the 
Apostles. I made out letters of appointment for R F Goold & Peter 
Nielsen of Washington as missionaries— and attended to the usual 
office business. 

[October 16, 1879; Thursday] At 1 1.30 met with the Apostles at the 
office. 

The question of titles to church Real Estate was talked over, the 
general sentiment being to not scatter or disintegrate the Church 
properties but hold the control of all church matters in the Priest- 
hood. The uncollected Tithing, Grain, Hay & Potatoes of Huntsville 
Ward was appropriated to the erection of the Huntsville Meeting 
House— $25000 in Cloth Boots & Shoes was appropriated for the 
Malad Indian Farm, ,J also an amount for School books— Prest John 
D. T. McAllisters Son Daniel H. was A honorably A released from his 
mission to New Mexico— 20000 was appropriated 53 to assist the 
Saints of Varnells, Georgia to emigrate. 

/ October 1 7, 1879; Friday] Elder Jos F Smith handed me a correspon- 
dence for the “Deseret News” in answer to an article as the “last testi- 
mony of sister Emma” on Polygamy, published in the Saints Advo- 
cate. Myself and Prest Taylor corrected it in places & it was pub- 
lished. The Salt Lake City Railroad Co. declared a dividend of 2%, 
Prest Ffrancis] M Lyman called to see me. 

[October 18, 1879; Saturday] Elder Bfrigham] Young [Jr.] went to 
Nephi quarterly conference— Mr Fredrick Kapp of Berlin, Prussia, a 
member of the Reich[s]tag, called on Prest Taylor. —Prest Taylor & 
Geo Q Cannon left by the 3 40 train for Ogden to attend the Weber 
Stake Conference. 

[October 20, 1879; Monday] Hon Henry Waterhouse, a member of the 
Sandwich Islands Legislature and a friend of our Elder’s, called at the 
office— Abraham H. Cannon A Alonzo. G. Barber A & Hyrum H. Ev- 
ans reed their letters [conveyed for the] missionaries. 


52 A number of Indian farms were organized during the 1870s— including this 
one in Malad Valley, Idaho— to “civilize” the native populations. See Ronald W. Walker, 
“Toward a Reconstruction of Mormon and Indian Relations, 1847-1877,” BYU Studies 
29 (Fall 1989): 37. 

53 Nuttall wrote “appropropriated.” 
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Prest Taylor returned by the 1 1.40 train, came to the office in the 
afternoon [and] visited the Temple Block with Bp [John] Sharp in re- 
lation to Quarry hands & stone cutters. 

[October 21, 1879; Tuesday] Elder James Burningham was arrested to- 
day last evening on a charge of bigamy on complaint of US Dist. Atty 
Van Zile— he waved examination before Commissioner [Ezra T.P] 
Sprague & gave bond of $200000 to answer to the Grand Jury. 54 

[October 22, 1879; Wednesday] At 2 p.m. met with the Apostles at the 
Endowment House— $20000 was appropriated in favor of Atty R[u- 
fus] K. Williams extra services in Church suit. A letter from W[ilford] 
Woodruff & Jesse N Smith was read, pertaining to a call of sufficient 
brethren from Utah to go and purchase the St Johns [Arizona] coun- 
try on the head waters of the Little Colorado, also to secure the Colo- 
rado Meadows 10 miles by 2 miles— on mot[ion], Brojohn Van Cott 
& A[lbert] P. Rockwood were appointed to make a selection of suit- 
able persons with their families to go to the country designated & re- 
port their names. A letter was read from Prest [Canute] Petersen on 
the organization of Castledale, Huntington, Wilsonville & Ferron 
City settlements located in Castle Valley, Sanpete Co. :>D — a requisi- 
tion of Wheat & Oats for the Logan Temple was made & reference 
was made to Bro C[harles] C Rich for inquiry— Prest Taylor & Smith 
were appointed to attend Tooele [Stake] Conference— & [Franklin 
D.[ Richards & [Albert] Carrington [to attend] Box Elder [Stake con- 
ference]. Elders A Geo A Rich Hill, Wm Henry Coray & M[eliton] J. 
Trejo reed letters of app[ointmen]t as missionaries. 

[October 23, 1879; Thursday] Met with the Apostles at 3 p.m. at the of- 


54 That same day, John Taylor wrote to John Morgan in Georgia: “Your tele- 
grams in regard to the trial of the murderers of Elder Standing in their being found 
not guilty of murder, have been published in the daily papers. As to the results of the 
other counts, for which these persons are held, we must await the action of another 
jury, in the hope that justice will be had” (Taylor to Morgan, Oct. 21, 1879, typescript 
in Kenney Papers, original in LDS Archives). 

55 The settlement of Castle Valley began at the urging of Brigham Young on Au- 
gust 22, 1877, only a week before his death. Volunteers— “good, energetic, God fearing 
young men, whether single or with families, and others who can be spared”— were tak- 
en from Manti and surrounding settlements to take part in the venture. That fall they 
departed for their new homes, crossing the Wasatch Range and high plateaus and es- 
tablishing communities the following spring. See Edward A. Geary, A History of Emery 
County (Salt Lake City: Utah State Historical Society, 1996), 58-93. 
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fice— a card of Spencer Clawson & others was presented as desired 
for publication, but was not concurred in. A letter from C[yrus] H 
Wheelock calling for 4 Elders to Michigan— 4 to Minnesota & 4 to 
Iowa was read & he was suggested to present a list of suitable names. 
Lewis Barney of Monroe asked for a mission to Texas or the U.S. 
They have land in Texas to sell, 850 acres— referred to Prest [Albert 
K.] Thurber as to their standing. 

[ October 24, 1879; Friday] Vie learn that the Grand Jury have found an 
Indictment against John W. Young for Polygamy today. 

[October 25, 1879; Saturday / Elderjos F. Smith went to Tooele confer- 
ence. I went with Bro Isaac Zundle & purchased school books for the 
Malad [Idaho] Indian Farm. At 3 p.m. Prest Taylor, John Sharp, VVm 
H Hooper, Wm Jennings, F[eramorz] Little, John T Caine, H[iram] 
B Clawson & D[avid] McKenzie met at Prest Taylors office & 
adopted the articles of association & agreem[e]nt of the “Salt Lake 
Dramatic Association”— each paid the am[oun]t of subscribed Capi- 
tal Stock & John Sharp, F[eramorz] Little, J[ohn] T Caine & H[iram] 
B Clawson appeared before Judge Elias Smith & took the required 
oath & signed the affidavit. 06 Supt WJilliam] W Riter put on a special 
train for Prest Taylor to go to Tooele tomorrow morning. 

[October 26, 1879; Sunday] Prest Taylor, wife & son John W., Elders 
[George Q.] Cannon, 57 [John] Sharp, [Charles W.] Penrose & myself 
& Sophia [Nuttall] went by special train to Tooele on Utah Western 
R[ail] Road starting at 7 30 a.m. Arrived at depot, were met by Bros 
Jos F. Smith, F[rancis] M Lyman & others with teams & carriages. 
Drove to the Meeting House some 3 miles, and attended meeting. 
After meeting, Prest Taylor & Bro Cannon & Sharp returned to the 
City. Elder’s Smith, Penrose, Nuttall & Lyman drove to Grantsville 
A 12 miles A & held meeting. 

[October 27, 1879; Monday] Elders [James Z.] Stewart & [Meliton G.] 

56 The Salt Lake Dramatic Association, known as the Salt Lake Theatre Corpora- 
tion up to the time of Brigham Young’s death, became involved in the drawn-out Brig- 
ham Young Estate litigation and was controlled by the U.S. marshal. Following settle- 
ment of the litigation, John Taylor organized the association under the new name with 
Caine president, Clawson secretary, and McKenzie treasurer. See Horace G. Whitney, 
“The Story of the Salt Lake Theatre,” Improvement Era 18 (July 1915): 802-04. 

57 “Ca” in “Cannon” is written over “Sha”. 


40 



Private Secretary to President Taylor 


Trejo took 100 of selections in Spanish from the Book of Mormon & 
125 Articles of Faith in Spanish purposing to leave Ogden tomorrow 
morning with Bro Moses Thatcher for Mexico. 

[October 28, 1879; Tuesday] FAder Moses Thatcher and a number of El- 
der’s left Ogden this morning on their missions. $ 12800 was for- 
warded to Bros Liddoway & Van Tassel, Pennsylvania, to help them 
home. 

[October 29, 1879; Wednesday] John Spencer with 3 Indians from This- 
tle Valley [Utah] called & reported all his Indians were at home. I 
went to ZCMI & purchased School Books for the Indian Childrens 
school. Met with the Apostles at 2 p.m. at E[ndowment] House. On 
telegram from E[rastus] Snow & J[ohn] D T McAllister, two thirds of 
the Tithing Potatoes of Iron County was appropriated to the South- 
ern Utah Tfithing] Office— a Telegram from C[harles] C Rich shows 
2500 bus[hels] of Tithing Wheat, 3000 bus[hels] oats & 250 bus[hels] 
Barley on hand at Bear Lake Stake. A letter from W[illiam] H. 
Folsom relating to securing the Spring Farm at Manti Temple was 
read & the matter referred to L John Nuttall to confer with C[harles] 
W Stayner as to the most secure way of entry [illegible] the US Land 
Office. Lewis Barney & his Brother of Monroe were called on a mis- 
sion to the US. & to visit friends. Report of Tfruman] O Angell, Ar- 
chitect, showing that 53, 199 cubic feet of Rock had be[en] laid on the 
Temple walls the past year at a cost of $10.63980. Prest Taylor re- 
ported the organization of the Theatre Company [Salt Lake Dra- 
matic Association], 

Prest Lot Smith & Jesse N Smith were authorized to sell the sur- 
plus Tithing Grain in Arizona on a letter from Elder [Wilford] Wood- 
ruff. Prest Taylor, [Orson] Pratt, L[orenzo] Snow, [Franklin D.] Rich- 
ards & [George Q.] Cannon to go to Logan Conference & B[righam] 
Young [Jr.] & Jos F. Smith to Wasatch— next Saturday & Sunday. 

[October 30, 1879; Thursday ] General [Ulysses S.] Grant passed through 
Ogden on his way East at 3 p.m. A special train of citizens from this 
City went to greet him. 58 

58 The former U.S. president was on the last leg of a two-and-a-half-year world 
tour through Europe, the Middle East, and the Far East— including Palestine, Egypt, 
India, Burma, Siam, China, and Japan. After traversing the Pacific Ocean, Grant ar- 
rived in San Francisco on September 20, 1879, before embarking east for home. 
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[October 31, 1879; Friday] The Stockholders of the Salt Lake Dram[a- 
tic] Company met and elected John Taylor, Jos F Smith, John Sharp, 
John T. Caine & H[iram] B Clawson Directors & each filed their 
Bonds. Joseph Hyrum Parry returned home from his mission last 
night & reported himself. He labored in Wales & since Feb 7 last in 
the Southern States. 

[November 1, 1879; Saturday] lira Howard O Spencer called as he ex- 
pected to start home on Monday. We talked of Kanab Stake matters. 
He expects to go into Arizona this month with Fdder Bfrigham] 
Young [Jr.] & does not expect to be at home much this winter as he 
anticipates being at this City again next February. 

[November 2, 1879; Sunday] I attended the funeral services of Elder 
George Reynolds child 16 mo[nths] old at his residence at 10 a.m. El- 
ders A[ngus] M. Cannon, Geo Teasdale & Jos E. Taylor spoke, and 
whilst the saints were preparing to go to the Cemetry [I] went up 
stairs with Bros Cannon, Teasdale & a few others & met Bro George 
[Reynolds] who had been permitted to be at his home from about 9 
oclock till 4 p.m. He looked well & felt well. I then went to the 
Cemetry & visited the grave of our little daughter Harriet. Attended 
Tabernacle meeting at 2 p.m. Elder Geo Teasdale spoke. 

[November 4, 1879; Tuesday] Prest Taylor & party returned by the 
1 140 train. Bp Archibald Gardner was invited to take his friends & 
visit the Eastern portion of Sanpete & Sevier Counties with a view to 
moving his family to that section of country. 

[November 5, 1879; Wednesday] Elder Joseph John Daynes received 
his letters of appointment as a missionary to the U.S. He is also 
going to take finishing [?] lessons on the Organ at New York. The 
last company of this Seasons Saints arrived at this City by the 1140 
train. Elder Wm Bramall of Springville had charge. I met with the 
Apostles at 2 p.m. at the Endowment House. $50000 was appropri- 
ated to the Defense fund— and $10000 for the purchase for the Presi- 
dents office the likeness of Prest Taylor as executed by Miss Ruther- 
ford. Reed a Postal Card from Prest [Erastus] Snow as follows[:] “St. 
George, Oct 31/79. Bp. [William D.] Johnson [Jr.] just left here for 
Toquerville and home, feels you are A much A needed to visit your 
Stake and set it in order before the meeting of the Legislature, in 
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which view I heartily concur. If you can meet me at Minersville Con- 
ference Nov 22 & 23 by Train to Black Rock and stage or private con- 
veyance thence 38 miles to Minersville, I can come prepared to take 
you thence to Pangwitch and there Bp Johnson will meet you with 
means of conveying you to Kanab and back again to the Conference 
at Orderville. Murdock or Hinckley would provide conveyance 
from end of track to Minersville if requested. Yours Respectfully & c 
Erastus Snow.” 

[November 6, 1879; Thursday] The Apostles met at the Office at 1 1 
a.m. Emanuel Bagley & others of Castle Valley were authorized to 
proceed & prepare their petitions &c. to the Legislature for a New 
County organization. Two thirds of the Tithing Grain 8c potatoes of 
the Parowan Stake was appropriated to the St Geo T[ilhing] 0[ffice] 
for the use of the Temple & church hands & local disbursements of 
their office for the present. Jeremiah Hatch & the settlers on Ashleys 
Fork were advised to build a fort for their protection. John B Wasden 
& Loren Kelson were advised to locate in settlements in South east- 
ern part of Utah— as they desire to remove from Elsinore, Sevier 
Stake. Bps. [Leonard W.] Hardy & [Robert T.] Burton were ap- 
pointed to visit the Summit stake Conference next Saturday & 
Sunday. The Programme for Prest Taylors visit to Sanpete was con- 
sidered & laid over till Sunday next. Geo Nebeker reed his letters of 
appointment as missionary to the U.S. 

[November 7, 1879; Friday] Bro Wm W Jackson of American Fork 
rece[i]ved his certificate as missionary to England. This evening 
Prest Taylor & wives and children met at his residence to celebrate 
his 71st birthday which had been postponed since last Saturday. A 
very enjoyable time in his family reunion was had. After supper and 
singing Prest Taylor addressed the family in a kind, instructive and 
fatherly manner to the edification and well being of all present. At 1 1 
p.m. the company dispersed with many wishes for the continued 
health, life and usefulness of Prest Taylor. Myself and Sophia [Nut- 
tall] were present. 

[November 9, 1879; Sunday] Did not attend the Tabernacle meeting. 
Today these meetings were discontinued for the winter, the house 
being so cold. Elder Ffranklin] D Richards came down from Ogden 
& after conversing with Prest Taylor on the settlement of the Execu- 
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tors accounts in the Probate Court, called on me to have the papers 
copied & prepared in the morning. 

[November 1 0, 1879; Monday ] I got those papers ready this morning & 
handed to Bro Gfeorge] Q Cannon the Same, being the opinion of 
the Church Attorneys. Prest Taylor decided to start for Sanpete to- 
morrow. I notified Prest [Canute] Petersen & [George] Teasdale— El- 
der Alexander] F. Macdonald [McDonald] called, will start south to- 
morrow. Wm Francis James of Ogden received his missionary certifi- 
cate to New Mexico. Prest Taylor bought a Ranch in Bear Lake stake 
of Joseph Wilcox for $40000 & paid for it today. Bro Macdonald was 
set apart for his mission to Arizona at the Historian’s Office. 

[November 11, 1879; Tuesday] Prest Taylor, Elder [Orson] Pratt, 
B[righam] Young [Jr.] 8c [George F.] Gibbs left by the morning train 
for Nephi. Elder [Franklin D.] Richards & [George Q.] Cannon met 
with the attys of the Church & Executors to consider the report, bills 
&c submitted to the Probate Court in the final settlement of the Es- 
tate of Prest B[righam] Young— also as to the required decree of the 
Court in these matters. 

[November 13, 1879; Thursday] Reed the following from Kanab, 
“What is the matter have not heard from you since I came home— all 
well. Elizabeth] Nuttall.” I answered, “Have written twice, my health 
is good, thanks for telegram. L. J. N.” Also reed as follows— “Do you 
wish me to visit stake before Conference? W[illiam] D Johnson Jr.” I 
ans[were]d, “Yes, request Bishops to collect and have Tithing mat- 
ters in good shape for settlement should I come down. L. J. N.” A 
mass meeting was held at Provo this evening to consider the pur- 
chase of right of way for the extension of the Pleasant Valley Railroad 
from Springville to Provo. 

[November 15, 1879; Saturday] 1 had a copy of a Lecture delivered by 
Elder Jas Ferguson Nov 7, 1855 on the Mormon Battalion made for 
Elder Daniel Tyler as historical data for compilation in the history of 
the Mormon Battalion A from Millennial] Star, vol 17, page 753 A 

[November 1 7, 1879; Monday] Tin- hearing and examination of the re- 
ports and accounts of the Executors of the Estate of the late Prest 
B[righam] Young, deceased, was had in the Probate Court today, 
and everything passed off and was arranged satisfactory. The church 
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claims considered & again approved. Reed a letter from Elder W[il- 
ford] Woodruff Arizona of Nov 7th and paid Thos Smith for clean- 
ing my clothes $1.50. 

Pursuant to the request of the Council of the Apostles A of Sept 
4/79* James Jack and myself made out the and entered the settle- 
ment of Prest P>| righam], Youngs account on the Trustee-in-T rusts 
Ledger, this settlement conforming to the investigation of the audit- 
ing committee and claimed of the Executors which claim was ap- 
proved April 10 1878, by them, also approved & allowed by the Pro- 
bate Court— and afterwards by Decree of the 3rd Dist Court on Octo- 
ber 4th 1879, in the case of Emeline A Young et. al. vs. Geo Q. 
Cannon et. al, was again approved— and also on this day again ap- 
proved by the Probate court in the consideration of the Reports of 
the Executors— the whole claim being for $999,632.90. 

[November 19, 1879; Wednesday] Elder John P Sorenson & Niels John 
Grundland called & had an agreeable conversation. They asked 
many questions which was answered. They left for their missionary 
field, New Zealand, ibis afternoon. Bro Grundland received his cer- 
tificate today. Fredrick Lundbery & Anthon Lorenzo Skanchy also 
received their certificates as missionary to Scandinavia. The Council 
of Apostles met at 2 p.m. at the EJndowment] HJouse]. Letters from 
Elder WJilford] Woodruff of Nov 7 & 9th were read pertaining to the 
purchase of the St. Johns [Arizona] country & location of the Colo- 
rado Meadows, on the head waters of the Little Colorado River— also 
a letter from Elder E[rastus] Snow on the same subject & Elder Silas S 
Smiths doings in the San Juan mission. Also a letter from Elder Mo- 
ses Thatcher of Nov 6 & 7th at New Orleans & telegram from Mexico 
of Nov 17th were read, he having arrived Nov 15, at Mexico, was 
kindly received and all well— 

[November 20, 1879; Thursday] Thos G. Green and sister Durrant 
were married today. Elder [George Q.J Cannon had a conversation 
with Prest Taylor on Estate matters. He expects to start for Washing- 
ton [D.C.] next Tuesday. Prest A[braham] O Smoot called to see me. 
A letter from Bp W[illiam] DJohnson Jr [of] Kanab was received per- 
taining to my being released to return home to attend to stake mat- 
ters. Also a telegram from Prest E[rastus] Snow on the same subject. 
They were received by Prest Taylor yesterday. He spoke to me about 
them today. Bro Snows telegram is as follows viz: St Geo, 19 Nov 
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1879, To Prest Taylorf:] “I amj us t starting to Minersville conference. 
If Elder Nuttall could meet me there he could be conveyed home 
where his presence is needed to attend to Stake business a few weeks 
if he could be spared. E Snow.” Prest Taylor expressed himself as not 
prepared at present for me 58 to go, A as there are A matters requiring 
my 1 ’ 0 attention in my present position for some time, and thought 
that those stake matters would not suffer during the winter. I told 
him the best time to attend to these things was in the winter & I could 
put many matters in good shape if I could go for a short time & could 
return to those duties needing my attention, upon which he said 1 
could not be spared. Felt there was an interference in his affairs, and 
if those stake matters could not be got along with for a while under 
nry care 1 would have to be released as President of the Stake and 
some other person appointed in my stead— I did not press matters 
further feeling that all had been done that was necessary to get a fair 
understanding before him of the situation of affairs, and I did not 
want to be called to move back to this part of the Territory, prefer- 
ring my home at Kanab. 61 I attended the office duties. 

[November 21, 1879; Friday] Met with the Apostles at 4 30 p.m. Prest 
Taylor referred to the publication of a pamphlet entitled the “Utah 
Farmer” by A[mos] M Musser. He found it in print endorsed by Bp 
[Edward D.] Hunter & Councilors & others with claims to the patron- 
age of the Saints & calling on the Presidents of Stakes, Bps & others 
to use their influence in its behalf. He had not been spoken to in the 
matter & wished the minds of the brethren as to such matters being 
put before the people in this manner. Each of the brethren present 
stated they had not been spoken to. A letter was written to Bp Hunter 

59 The word “me” is written over “him”. 

69 The word “my" is written over “his”. 

61 Earlier, Nuttall had written to Erastus Snow that he was “willing to be used to 
the best good, and desirous to meet and fill the requirements placed upon one by 
those whose right it is to direct: I do not want to be considered as murm[u]ring or 
that I was not in the right place, but these Stake Matters do have weight on my mind, 
and I feel the responsibilities of them” (Nuttall to Erastus Snow, Oct. 14, 1879, Nuttall 
Papers). Nuttall was clearly disappointed with the arrangements as evidenced by the 
letters he wrote home. In one, he lamented, “1 have all the time set forth my desires to 
go to Kanab in preference to staying here, for I am heartily sick of this place.” In an- 
other: “I do not know at present when I shall be released to return home, as I am kept 
quite busy, and nothing satisfactory is said to that effect, at least in my presence, yet I 
am not without hope” (Nuttall to William D. Johnson Jr., Oct. 20, 1879; Nuttall to 
Johnson, Apr. 30, 1881, Nuttall Papers). 
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& Council requesting them to furnish whatever particulars they may 
have to communicate respecting this publication and its claim as a 
church paper. Elder H World, a missionary on the Sandwich Islands, 
was released to return home for conduct not approved in a mission- 
ary & Prest H[arvey] H Cluff was notified by letter. 

[November 22, 1879 ; Saturday] Wrn R Smith of Davis County called & 
talked pertaining to Davis Sake & others stakes joining in sending for 
wagons & machin[er]y &c. Prest Taylor felt that when the Legislature 
is in session would be a good time to consider this question. His de- 
sires were that the Board of Trade should control these things. 

[November 23, 1879; Sunday ]\ met with the Apostles at 4 p.m. at the 
E[ndowment] H[ouse]. It was thought there was not much chance 
for pushing the matter of admission of Utah into the Union at pres- 
ent unless some contingency should arise at which time a telegram 
could be sent— $100000 was appropriated for Public Printing at 
Washington [D.C.] & 20000 appropriated for the purchase of the 
Smithsonian Reports— & Bro [George Q.] Cannon was requested to 
purchase some valuable books for the Church Library. 

[November 24, 1879; Monday] At 11 a.m. met with the Apostles, Bp 
[Edward D.] Hunter & Councilors also present. Round dances &c 
was depr[i]cated & Prest Taylor said he was not willing to submit to 
the influences of the adversary but to hold ourselves aloof from wick- 
edness and lie wanted the Bishops to be firm in the discharge of their 
duties— yet if the Bps are desirous of taking the responsibilities of ru- 
ining our youth by overindulgence, let them do it at their own peril. 

The matter of the “Utah Farmer” was taken up and fully talked 
over and all deemed it inexpedient to have this paper proceed fur- 
ther. The question as to the Bishop’s being the temporal heads of the 
Church was spoken of by Prest Taylor (as Bro Musser had made that 
as his plea in not presenting the matter to the Apostles). He said, 
“Now what is the Office of Trustee-in Trust for— Joseph Smith was 
T[rustee]-in-T[rust], and Prest B[righam] Young also and now I 
am— we think it is to manage the temporal affairs of the Church. [”] 
Referred to a conversation between the Prophet Joseph [Smith] and 
Bishop [Edward] Partridge wherein he [Smith] said, “I want you to 
understand that I stand at the head of all things in this Church.” I un- 
derstand these matters in this light. The Apostles are the recog- 
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ni[z]ed authority of the Church, and hold the Melchizedec Priest- 
hood and the Bishops office is an appendage to that Priesthood (to 
which all the brethren gave their assent as correct). Bro Mussers posi- 
tion in this matter is not a correct one and cannot be sustained— Bros 
Hunter, [Leonard W.] Hardy & [Robert T.] Burton said they fully un- 
derstood that all had been sanctioned by the apostles or they should 
have had nothing to do with it. Elder [George Q.] Cannon was 
blessed and set apart for his labors as Delegate from Utah to Con- 
gress, by Prest Taylor. 

David, John Taylor’s baby which died yesterday, was buried this 
afternoon— his wife by mistake poisoned their other little son which 
almost proved fatal this morning. Elder John Morgan passed Topeka 
[Kansas] this morning with 110 Saints en route to Manassa, Colo- 
rado ... Sent the following to Prest Efrastus]. Snow, “In regard to the 
ferry and Bro [Nephi] Johnson use your best judgment. Elder Nuttall 
cannot be spared to return to his stake at present. John Taylor.” 

[November 25, 1879; Tuesday] Prest Taylor called in A[mos] M Musser 
and gave him liis views in regard to the publication of the “Utah 
Farmer” and suggested that he do not proceed further with the 
same, as it was the intention of the authorities to incorporate an Agri- 
cultural Dept, in the Deseret News, wherein Bro. Musser could oper- 
ate and assist in that department. 

[November 26, 1879; Wednesday] Atty A[urelius] Miner reported that 
the Decree of the Probate Court on the Report and doings of the Ex- 
ecutors of the Estate of the late Prest Bfrigham] Young, including 
such provisions as was necessary for the security of the Church in its 
claim as against said Estate, was duly signed yesterday by the Probate 
Judge. Hence, so far as the Courts are concerned, this matter’s now 
settled. Elder Albert P. Rockwood died this morning at 4.35 aged 74 
years. At 2 p.m. I met with the Council of Apostles at the Endowment 
House, 5 present. The pay roll of the Public Hands for the six months 
ending Oct 31st 1879 was read— amounts paid out $62,95573, also in 
the disbursement of Cash for the same time, including the coal 
a[ccount] 62 $14,021.40 from the G[eneral] T[ithing] Office. The Ti- 
tles to the Church Real Estate was called up by Bro Richards and laid 
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the plural as “ac/ s”, extrapolated here and elsewhere as “a[ ccounl j” and “ac[count]s”. 
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subject laid over for the present. It was agreed to loan $100000 Secu- 
rities to the Ogden Publishing Co. & 200.00 was appropriated in pro- 
duce to said company. Elder B[righam] Young [Jr.] read a list of 
properties which he had deposited with Bro JasJack in liquidation of 
his indebtedness to the Church. Prest Taylor promised to examine 
the same. 

[November 27, 1879; Thursday] The Grand Jury of the 3rd Dist. Court 
adjourned last evening having only found 3 Indictments for Polyg- 
amy— Elder John W. Young, [and] Bro[s] Fowler and Haneker of 
Ogden. 

[November 28, 1879; Friday ] Prest George Teasdale called & we had a 
good chat. Bro [Albert P.] Rockwood was buried this afternoon, ser- 
vices held at 12th Ward Meeting House. 

[November 29, 1879; Saturday] I bought a new suit of clothes at ZCMI 
for $18.00- 

[December 1, 1879; Monday] Prest [Rutherford B.] Hayes message was 
published in the Deseret News this evening. Quite a space is devoted 
to the suppression of Polygamy.''’' 

[December 2, 1879; Tuesday] Em supper with Prest Taylor and read to 
him Prest [Rutherford B.] Hayes message after supper. 

[December3, 1879; Wednesday! I attended die meeting of Apostles at 2 
p.nt., 4 present. A letter from W[illiam] W Blair in behalf of himself 
and 6 other Missionaries of the Josephite Church now in Utah was 
read and commented upon. 1,4 ... I went with Prest Taylor & Jos F 


63 In this address to Congress, Hayes promised to crush polygamy and withhold 
Utah statehood until the practice was abolished. “If necessary to secure obedience to 
the law,” he declared, “the enjoyment and exercise of the rights and privileges of citi- 
zenship in the Territories of the United States may be withheld or withdrawn from 
those who violate or oppose the enforcement of the law on this subject” (qtd. in James 
D. Richardson, comp., A Compilation of the Messages and Papers of the Presidents, 1789- 
1897, 10 vols. [Wash., D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1896-99], 7:559-60). 

64 The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, or so-called Jo- 
sephites (now Community of Christ), rejected the Twelve Apostles in favor of patri- 
lineal succession and ordained Joseph Smith III as president in 1860. Blair was a mem- 
ber of their First Presidency. See D. Michael Quinn, The Mormon Hierarchy: Origins of 
Power (Salt Lake City: Signature Books and Smith Research Associates, 1994), 236-41. 
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Smith to the New Tabernacle, which is progressing finely. The 1st 
coat of plaster is mostly on and the windows fitted in place. 

[December 5, 1879; Friday] The Directors of Salt Lake Dramatic 
Ass[ociatio]n approved a contract to lease the Theatre to Mr Burt of 
San Francisco, California] for 1 year. 

[December 6, 1879; Saturday] A letter from Bro W[ilford] Woodruff 
was reed setting forth that A[mmon] M Tenney under his direction 
had purchased [in] St Johns, Arizona for 750 Cows of the Barth [?] 
Bros & several of the brethren had gone to settle the Colorado 
Meadows. Elder Emery Barrus and his son Ruel Michael Barrus of 
Tooele [Utah] were set apart & received Certificates as missionaries 
to the U.S. The sale of certain personal property of the Estate of the 
late Prest B[righam]. Young was sold today, as per published notice. 

[December 7, 1879; Sunday] I attended the funeral services of Elder 
Wm Clayton at the 17th Ward Meeting House. Elder Jos F Smith, 
Elias Smith, Dfaniel] H Wells & Prest Taylor spoke. I also attended 
the meeting of Apostles at 4 p.m. at Endowment House, 4 present. 
No business attended to. 

[December 8, 1879; Monday] I assisted Bro Jos F Smith in reviewing his 
remarks at Bro [William] Clayton’s funeral for the press— and con- 
versed with Prest Jas Young on matters of Doctrine. I attended an ex- 
hibition at the 14th Ward assembly Rooms of Paintings representing 
sceans h:> [scenes] of Church History, gotten up by Bros [C. C. A.] 
Christensen of Sanpete & exhibited to Prest Taylor & others invited 
on this occasion. 

[December 9, 1879; Tuesday] At 11 a.m. a meeting of Zion’s Central 
Board of Trade was held at Prest Taylors office— Wm H Hooper, Wm 
Jennings, John Taylor, H[orace] S. Eldredge & John Sharp were 
elected an Executive Committee— also Henry Dinwoody, H[iram] B. 
Clawson, Jas P. Freeze, John R. Winder &John C Cutler were elected 
an Arbitration committee. 

Several brethren spoke on the objects of the Board of Trade and 
a better understanding was arrived at. Adjourned till 1st Monday of 
January next at 1 1 a.m. 
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At 4 30 p.m. the Board of Directors of the Salt Lake Gas Com- 
pany met at Prest Taylors office and declared a dividend of 2 V*% on 
the stock of said Company. 

[December 10, 1879; Wednesday] I attended the usual meeting of the 
apostles at 2 p.m. at [the] Endowment House— 7 present. 1 ' 1 ’ It was de- 
cided that Jos Bull be employed to go East to canvass in the interest 
of the Deseret News. Elder L[orenzo] Snow presented a report or 
statement of the condition & finances of the Brigham City Mercan- 
tile & Manufacturing Association, also a proposition to the Council 
of Apostles. 

[December 11, 1879; Thursday] Ffrancis] M. Lyman was directed to as- 
sist in fitting out some br[e]thren at Tooele to St Johns, Arizona. 

[December 12, 1879; Friday] Prest Taylor gave his understanding of 
the actions of John C Bennetts in his spiritual wifery and of his do- 
ings in Nauvoo [Illinois], how he had opposed him (J. C. B.) & 
showed the fal[s]ity of his views and teachings. Elder C[ harles] W. 
Penrose present. This afternoon Prest Taylor, B[righam] Young 
[Jr.], Aflbert] Carrington, Dr John R Park and myself had under con- 
sideration the Law pertaining to District Schools, and the amend- 
ments proposed by the Meetings of School Teachers & others from 
time to time at the 13th Ward assembly Rooms. Several of their sug- 
gestions were not approved. 

[December 13, 1879; Saturday] At 11 a.m. Prest Taylor, A[lbert] Car- 
rington, Dr. [John R.] Park & Tfheodore] B Lewis and myself contin- 
ued the consideration of the School Law & adjourned till Monday 
next at 3 30 p.m. 

[December 15, 1879; Monday] Prest Taylor, Dr []ohn R.] Park, Theo- 
dore] B Lewis & myself continued the consideration of the School 
Law this afternoon. 

[December 16, 1879; Tuesday] Bro James Dunn called and I had an 
agreeable talk on Provo affairs. He referred to a matter of difficulty 
between some of the brethren as to the ownership of what is called 
“Snail Island” A west of Provo City A which has been underwater for a 


66 The words “7 present” appear over some illegible letters. 


1. 1879 


number of years.... I assisted Prest Taylor, Dr [John R.J Park & 
TJheodore] B I ,ewis this afternoon in consideration of the School 
Law. I obtained permission of Prest Taylor to occupy 2 of the Base- 
ment rooms of the Gardo House 6 ' during this winter, if I shall need 
them. I also obtained permission to go to Juab & meet my wife & chil- 
dren tomorrow. Elder BJrigham] Young [Jr.] gave me a pocket match 
box, which will be useful in camping. 


67 Also known as “Amelia’s Palace,” a highly ornamented mansion built by Brig- 
ham Young for his young wife, this building became the official residence of the 
church president in April 1879, though Taylor did not move in until December 1881. 
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“We Bade Adieu 
to the Good Saints” 

1880-1883 


January 13, 1880; Tuesday / Prest Taylor said, [“]I heard Joseph Smith 
say that Adam as was the Ancient of Days spoken of by Daniel. You 
cannot get blessings only through the organized priesthood, and 
where there was not an organized Church on the earth there was not 
priesthood & this power referred to [illegible] conferri[n]g the 
power of Elijahs priesthood to Elisha. 

[“[Joseph traced the Priesthood from Adam to Peter, Jas & 
John— & they to Joseph & all who have held a' portion of the priest- 
hood would have to give an account of their stewardship, or Priest- 
hood, to the one from whom they received it. 

[RJendering up an account of your stewardship to the one that 
proceeded you— but you do not give up your priesthood. 

[“[Adam heard the voice of the Lord walking in the garden— 
Adam had a God there [?]. 

[“[Cain heard the voice of the Lord who enquired after Abel. 

[“[Referred to Peter, Jas & John conferring the Mel[chizedek] 
Pr[ies]t[hood] on Jos Smith— Moses who conferred the spirit of gath- 
ering— Elijah the sealing of the fathers & c. When we get to God our 
father we are told to approach him in the name ofjesus. Adam is the 


1 The article “a” is written over an illegible word. 
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father of our bodies; who is to say he is not the father of our spirits. [”] 

Present Prest Taylor, Cfharles] C R[ich], F[ranklin] D. R[ich- 
ards] & W[illiant] D Johnson Jr. 

[March 29, 1880; Monday /Went this morning with Elder F[ranklin] D 
Richards A at the office A and examined the records of the council of 
50 or Kingdom of God and made out list of members now living. 2 

[April 26, 1880; Monday] Got telegram last night— Mother sick. A [illeg- 
ible] Prest Taylor A started A with wife Elizabeth & baby A by train this 
a.m. for Provo. [My] bro[ther] Jos[eph] gone to valley. Got horse 
from Bro A Halliday & buggy from Nels P. Beebe & after eating din- 
ner at Bro D[avid] Johns started at 1 pm for Wallsbu[r]g. Crossed 6 
snow slides— roads rough. Arrived at 9 p.m. Found mother very low 
but sensiable & knew me. After supper Bros Will, Jos & myself 
administ[er]ed to mother— felt she would leave us. Prayed she might 
live in peace & [even] if the Lords will she should pass away[, that she 
do so] without pain or misery— which [absence of pain] he granted. I 
was very tired having traveled 75 miles since 7 a.m. to-day. 

[April 27, 1880; Tuesday] Mother sinking— but no pain. Walked out a 
short lime. At bed side of mother [illegible]. She recognized wife [?] 
Elizabeth [but] could not talk. I held her hand & with other hand on 
her forehead she quietly breathed her last at 10 minutes to 3 p.m. 
without any pain, fully prepared and no apparent clinging to life. Or- 
dered the coffin & made preparations to carry the body to Provo, as 
mother wished to be buried by the side of my Father. 

[April 28, 1880; Wednesday] Had everything prepared and at 9.30 
called the neighbors together upon which I talked to them for a short 
time & thanked them for the many kindnesses bestowed upon my 
mother— followed by my Bro Wm & Bro Kirby, his counselor. At 

2 The Council of Fifty, or more formally “The Kingdom of God and His Laws 
with the Keys and Power thereof, and Judgment in the Hands of His Servants, Ahntan 
Christ,” was organized on March 11, 1844, by Joseph Smith in Nauvoo, Illinois. A select 
group of men was admitted into this secret body designed to oversee the functioning 
of God’s political kingdom in advance of the Second Coming. See Klaus J. Hansen, 

Quest for Empire: The Politieal Kingdom of God and the Council of Fifty in Mormon History 
(Ann Arbor: Michigan State University Press, 1967); D. Michael Quinn, “The Council 
of Fifty and Its Members, 1844 to 1945,” BYU Studies 20 (Winter 1980): 163-97. Nut- 
tall’s diary entry preceded a meeting of the Council of Fifty on April 10, 1880— appar- 
ently the first time the council had convened since the late 1860s. 
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1030 my Bro Wm family & myself & wife with 3 wagons & one Buggy 
started for Provo, the roads very rough— very near had an accident on 
one of the Snow Slides— yet we arrived at Provo at 7.45 p.m. My Bro 
Joseph & nephew Richard started down this morning to make suit- 
able arrangements. Telegraphed to Prest Taylor, [wife] Sophia [Nut- 
tall] & [daughter] Elizabeth Ann [Shumway]. 

[April 29, 1880; Thursday] Drove to Meeting House at 1030 at which 
time the services were held. The Choir sang. Thos Allman Prayed 8c 
Elder S. S. Jones, M Tanner, John E. Booth & D[avid] Johns spoke. 
Sang. Drove to Cenretry. A. Holladay prayed & dedicated ground. 
Buried mother alongside of father & returned to D. Johns for Dinner. 

[May 16, 1880; Sunday] At Prest Taylor’s this morning assisting him 
in a settlement of his mining affairs in the Bullion Lode with Paul A 
Shettler, D[aniel] H Wells & John Beck. ’ 

[May 27, 1880; Thursday] Bro Geo Teasdale called to see me. Wrote 
out some instructions to Prests of Stakes on census matters. 

July 6, 1880; Tuesday] My 46 Birthday. Have good health— met sev- 
eral of my Provo friends yesterday & today. 

July 31, 1880; Saturday] My mouth very sore. Had Alma B Dunford 
extract 13 teeth for me— taking all the teeth I had out. My gums were 
very sore. 

[September 5, 1880; Sunday] Bro Taylor sent for me to go with him to 
Ogden to meet Prest [Benjamin] Hayes & party. Not able to go con- 
fined to bed all day. 

[September 15, 1880 ; Wednesday] Went to Alma Dunfords & had the 
moulds made for my new teeth— & paid him 5 00 cash. 

[October 4, 1880; Monday] S at up tonight till 1245 writing the minutes 
of the Council of 50. 

January 19, 1881; Wednesday] E[ndowment] H[ouse] 2 p.m. Prests 
J. T[aylor]— J F. 3 4 S[mith], Wfilford] W[oodruff|, 0[rson] P[ratt], 

3 The Bullion mine was located in the East Tintic Mining District, Juab County, 
Utah. John Beck had staked claim in 1870. 

4 The initials “J F” are written over some illegible letters. 
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C[harles] C R[ich], L[orenzo] S[now], F[ranklin] D R[ichards], F[ran- 
cis] 5 6 M L[yman], J[ohn] H[enry] S[mith], Co[u]n[selor] D[aniel] FI 
W[ells], Pat[riach] John Smith, A Prest A L J[ohn] NJuttall] & Bp 
E[dward] Flunter. 

OJrson] Pratt refer[r]ed to the WJashing] of F[eet] by the 
Propjhet] Jos [Smith] at the KJirtland] T[emple], 

Prest Wfoodruff] was for a different purpose being to bear our 
testimony against those who have openly and [illegible] manifested 
themselves against the Lord & His Kingdom & his Saint[s] & people 
upon the Earth. 

Prest T[aylor] read the 123 Sec in D&C & gave his views. 

Elder L J[ohn] NJuttall] read the prayer proposed to be offered 
in the [prayer] circle, which was approved. 

Prest W[oodruff] called upon to pray all kneeling— after which 
water being 1 ’ prepared, each of the brethren of the Presidency and 
apostles, also Coun Wells, including Bp E[dward] Flunter & Prest L 
John] NJuttall] & Patriarch] J[ohn] Smith each washed their feet, 
Bro Rich being assisted by Elder Nuttall during the washing of feet. 

Prest Taylor offered prayer which was repeated by the brethren. 
Repaired to the upper room with Prest Taylor, clothed [in temple 
dress,] & L[orenzo] Snow offered the opening prayer. In the circle 
the following brethren prayed[:] Prests T[aylor], S[mith] & Wood- 
ruff], 0[rson] P[ratt], L[orenzo] S[now], F[ranklin] D R[ichards], 
Ffrancis] M L[yman], J[ohn] H. S[mith], Dfaniel] H W[ells] &J[olni] 
S[mith]— Prest Taylor mouth & Elder Nuttall prompting the prayer 
which had been approved. 

During the time A in the House A Elder CJharles] C Rich was car- 
ried from room to room. 

[February 6, 1881; Sunday] Attended meeting at 10 a.m. I prayed & 
Jos F Smith spoke 70 min. I followed for 20 min— dismissed by 
F[ranklin] I) Richards 

Attended meeting at 2 p.m. Bro Van Cott prayed. Authorities 
presented, W[ilford] Woodruff spoke 57 min & Prest Taylor 45 min. 
[illegible] At Bro Geo L. Farrell with [illegible] Smith & Jos H Parry. 
Called at Bro [Charles] Nibleys. After supper at Bro [William B.] 
Prestons, at which Prest Taylor, J[oseph] F. S[mith], L[orenz.o] Snow, 
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Ffranklin] D R[ichards], W[illiam] B P[reston] & L Jn [Nuttall] par- 
took. These brethren and Bro Martineau met in the parlor when Bro 
Martinau submitted the propriety of entering a portion of Timber 
land where the Logan Temple is located, which can come by a Mr C 
through a Mr Carlton [who] by Act of Congress is authorized to 
make entries of such land and by [illegible] the Govt Survey placed 
thereon. Prest Taylor and the brethren decided that Bro Martinaeu 
is authorized to make the necessary & proper arrang[e]m[en]ts and 
upon reporting that the Church will [illegible] payment. 

It was also decided that 1000 Bushels of good Wheat, 500 
Bushels of Feed A or Frosted* Wheat, and 500 bus[hels] of Oats be ap- 
propriated in behalf of the Logan Temple. 

[February 20, 1881; Sunday] In the evening 1 blessed our daughter of 
Sophia and named her Sophia Elizabeth Taylor Nuttall. Aunt Sophia 
Taylor present. 

[March 24, 1881; Thursday] At the request of Prest Taylor I became a 
Director of Bullion, Beck & Champion Mining Comp with Paul A 
Shettler, John Beck, Wm W Taylor & A[rthur] Stayner as the other 
directors. We completed the articles of agreement & Bros Stayner, 
Wfilliam] W. Taylor & myself waited on judge Elias Smith & took the 
necessary oath of the Incorporation. 7 

[May 6, 1881 ; Friday] I attended a meeting of the Board of Directors 


7 The First Presidency had a hand in directing business activities throughout the 
territory. For instance, two weeks later Wilford Woodruf f would write to John W. 
Young, counselor to the Twelve Apostles and the church’s principal railroad agent: 
“Elders Erastus Snow, Brigham Young f Jr. J, and Jesse N. Smith were appointed last 
fall by the First Presidency of the church in conjunction with yourself, to take charge 
of the interests of the Saints and the care and oversight of all their parties which might 
be working upon the lines of the Denver and Rio Grande and Atlantic and Pacific rail- 
roads, in grading, furnishing ties, laying track, 8cc. to make contacts and to assist in 
making contracts in their interests, and instruct and counsel them in the duties of 
their religion, and in the management of their business affairs, and in securing the 
means that should be due to them upon their contracts. 

“A letter of instructions was written by the First Presidency for the guidance of 
these elders and yourself in the duties assigned to you, in which you were directed to 
do everything necessary to give all equal rights in the various jobs, and you were in- 
structed to see that the supplies should be provided subject to the action or adjust- 
ment of the various boards, no one man, or few men, to receive the profits therefrom, 
and that every thing was to be done in the interest of all.... 

“Since the return of Elders Erastus Snow and Brigham Young [Jr.], we have 
learned that they and Brother Jesse N. Smith submitted a memorandum in writing to 
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of the Bullion Beck & Champion company— attended to current busi- 
ness & accepted the resignation ofjohn Beck as Supt of the company. 

June 26, 1881; Sunday] Up most of the night waiting on [son] John 
who is failing fast. F. Murphy told me this morning that profession- 
ally he could A do A nothing more for him. I consulted Prest Taylor as 
to calling other Doctors, he said no-that all had been done that 
could be. I called on Bp Thos Taylor & other Elders who met, prayed 
& administered to him. He seemed much better— but afterwards 
failed again. Prest Taylor called in & blessed him. He continued to 
fail until 5.30 when he expired, all our efforts hav ing failed. The Lord 
seemed to want him. Bro Hyrum Taylor took the matters in hand to 
call on Bp Taylor & Sexton Jos E Taylor as to the funeral services. My 
wife Sophia very much afflicted, my own feelings also much wrought 
upon. 

June 28, 1881; Tuesday] Prest Tfaylor] said that he obtained his en- 
dowment in Nauvoo [Illinois] along with others of the Twelve and 
their wives under the direction of the Prophet Joseph [Smith] in the 
year 1843 in the room over the Store and before the [Nauvoo] Tem- 
ple was finished. He also related a circumstance of having met the 
Prophet Joseph at one time when the principle of the revelation on 
celestial marriage was revealed, and had been talked about some. 
The Prophet was on horseback riding into town, having been on 
horseback riding out. On meeting me we passed the complement of 


you embodying some of the principal points of this letter of instructions, and requir- 
ing you to hold sacred the money received on estimates for grading, less the amount 
necessary to pay for supplies furnished, and asking for joint action on your part with 
them in securing to the subcontractors justice, under the contracts made with them by- 
Elders Brigham Young [Jr.] and Jesse N. Smith. This memorandum they signed and 
requested you to sign; but, we are informed, you declined to do so, though you had 
telegraphed, upon receipt of the letter of instructions, that you accepted and would be 
governed by the provisions of that letter, and this was and is the understanding of the 
entire council respecting your telegrams to Brother Brigham. 

“Viewing your action in refusing to sign this memorandum submitted to you as a 
violation of the Letter of Instructions, and a breach of faith with the council and a de- 
parture from your expressed agreement, the council of the Twelve Apostles has de- 
cided that it could not present your name at the Conference to the people as a Coun- 
selor. It was therefore omitted without comment. The council has also decided that 
you be summoned to appear before it in this city forthwith to show cause why you 
should not be dealt with according to the laws of the church for this conduct. You will 
please accept this letter as a summons to thus appear. 

“Please telegraph me when you will be here as the council is waiting” (Woodruff 
to Young, Apr. 7, 1881, typescript in Kenney Papers, original in LDS Archives). 
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the day, when the Prophet said, “These things must be accepted and 
entered into," for they cannot be trifled with and the keys will A soon A 
be turned unless they are accepted.” These remarks set me to think- 
ing, and I soon took steps in accordance therewith. 

[July 28, 1881; Thursday] 4 10 p.m. Hon John Sharp met me on Main 
Street as I was returning from dinner to the office— and said, “I have 
just received the resignation of Hon John Taylor to the nomination 
of Territorial Supt of District Schools and have thought to put your 
name in nomination, will you accept if I do?” I answered, “yes." He 
said, “that will do” and we each went our way. 8 9 10 

July 29, 1881; Friday] Prest Taylor & party left by the 3 40 p.m. train 
for Ogden [Utah].... 

On arrival at Ogden, Elder Ffranklin] D Richards join[e]d the 
party— the party partook of Supper A at U[nion] P[acific] Hotel A and 
at 6.40 p.m. started on the Utah & Northern Train for Logan. The 
party enjoyed an agreeable trip and arrived at 10.20, were met by 
Prest [William B.] Preston & brethren with teams & carriages, and 
suitably provided for. 

[August 1, 1881; Monday] Went to the [Logan] Temple in the morn- 
ing with Prests Taylor & Cannon ... Bro [Wilford] Woodruff taken 
sick with cramping in stomach. I attended to him. 

[August 2, 1881; Tuesday] Started in company with Prest Taylor for 
Bear Lake at 545 a.m.... We went up Logan Kanyon and arrived at 
Temple Saw Mill at 11 a.m.... 

This Temple mill is well arranged. The water comes from a large 
spring about 200 yards above the mill, this being the head of the 
south fork of Logan River. The mill is of 32 horsepower. 

8 The word “into” is written over an illegible word. 

9 The People’s Central Committee nominated Nuttall to this position on July 28, 
1881. On election day, August 4, many people voted for John Taylor, unaware Nuttall 
had been nominated in his place, though the newspapers had reported the nominees 
on August 1. See Clarence G. Jensen, “A Biographical Study of Leonard John Nuttall, 
Private Secretary to Presidents John Taylor and Wilford Woodruff, M.A. thesis, Biig- 
ham Young University, 1962, 90n7; Ogden Standard Examiner, July 29, Aug. 1, 1881. 

10 The saw mill was located four miles up Logan Canyon and twenty-five miles 
from the temple. Charles O. Card and Thomas X. Smith located the site in May 1877 
and construction began in September 1877. See Nolan Porter Olsen, Logan Temple: 

The First 100 Years (Logan, Utah: Nolan Porter Olsen, 1978), 61-70. When Woodruff 
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[August 3, 1881; Wednesday] Prest Taylor spoke with Prest [William 
B.] Preston in regard to providing sister Paul Cardon of Logan a tent 
or suitable room to work in, in spinning cocoons— also to teach 2 or 3 
other parties" Prest Preston promised to attend to this matter. 

Prest Taylor entered into his views in regard to Temples & Tem- 
ple building. Bros Preston, [William] Budge & [Joseph H.] Kimball 
present.... 

At 140 p.m. started for Garden City 9 miles— arrived at 3 p.m. 
Drove to the Meeting House w[h]ere the Saints had assembled as per 
appointment. The choir sang. W[illiam] W Taylor offered prayer. 
Singing. Prest Taylor addressed the meeting for 26 minutesf: “]The 
Prophet Joseph [Smith] said to me some 40 or 50 years ago Bro Tay- 
lor you have received the Holy Spirit. Now listen to the dictates of 
that spirit and cultivate it, and it will become A within you A a spirit of 
revelation to you . [”]... 

Reed telegram from Prest Jos. F Smith announcing the death on 
Aug. 1st of Bro Niels Wilhelmson at Denmark, Prest of the Scandina- 
vian Mission." 

Prest Cannon reported having seen the Bear Lake Monster or 
something of that kind this evening while [s]trolli[n]g along the lake. 
Bro [Marriner Wood] Merrill, sister Cannon & Lettie also saw it. 1 1 

[August 4, 1881; Thursday] Prest Taylor feeling well in his health, 
much improved. He called on Prest [William] Budge to wait upon 
the family of Elder Niels Wilhelmson and break to them the sad news 
of his demise while on his mission. 

Attended meeting in the fine Meeting House at 10 a.m.... 


visited the site, he found it “the best Mill I have ever seen in the Territory,” with “Red 
8c white Pine Lumber that Can be got at from this Mill in the various Canyons leading 
to it” (Scott G. Kenney, comp., Wilford Woodruffs Journal, 1833-1898, 9 vols. [Midvale, 
Utah: Signature Books, 1983-85], 7:437, for Dec. 8, 1878). 

11 In 1869, with the support of Brigham Young, Zina D. H. Young headed a 
church-wide undertaking to promote the culture and production of silk. By 1880, 
nearly ever)' Relief Society in the church produced silk. See Encyclopedia of Monnonism, 
ed. Daniel H. Ludlow (New York: Macmillan Publishing Co., 1992), s.v. “Silk Culture.” 

12 Wilhelmsen was president of the mission from 1879 to 1881. Andrew Jensen, 
later assistant LDS church historian, served briefly in Wilhelmsen’s place before Chris- 
tian D. Fjeldsted was appointed mission president. See Andrew Jensen, Encyclopedic 
History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Salt Lake City: Deseret News, 
1941), 780. 

13 For more on the Bear Lake monster, see Bonnie Thompson, Folklore in the 
Bear Lake Valley (Salt Lake City: Granite Publishing Co., [1972]), 35-48. 
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[In Paris, Idaho,] Prests Taylor & Cannon & self with Prest 
Budge called on Bro C[harles] C. Rich. Found him confined to his 
room, but well in his feelings— he has more use of his limbs but can- 
not walk. 14 Before leaving he was administered to. Prest [William B.] 
Preston anointed him & Prest Cannon prayed. 

[August 5, 1881; Friday] At 8 30 a.m. started with Prest Cannon & 
[William B.] Preston for Montpelier [Idaho].... 

Ate dinner at Bishop Chas A E A Robison A where I was introduced 
to Bro [Amos R.] Wright, the Indian man/' 1 ' and at 2.30 p.m. started 
in company with Bro [Edwin D.] Woolley, W[illiam] W. Taylor & 
Hyrum W. Taylor to see Prest Taylor’s Ranch— situate[d] on the Bear 
River. Found it a good place. Some 300 tons of hay can be cut their 
this year. We crossed through the bottom. Very fine meadow land. 
Returned to Paris [Idaho] about 6 p.m.— called on Prest Taylor & re- 
ported our days labors. Prest Cannon returned by the main road. 
The Bear River bottom [i]s a fine country. 

[August 6, 1881; Saturday] A council was held at die house of Prest 
[William] Budge— present Prests Taylor & Cannon, L John Nuttall, 
W[illiam] B. Preston & Wm Budge. 

The question as to the appointment of a suitable man as Bishop 
of the 1st Ward of Paris [Idaho]— after consideration it was decided 
that Geo H Spencer be appointed Bp and John U Slucki as 1st Coun- 
selor & Wm Rich as 2nd Counselor. 

Also as to the appointment of a Bishop for Bennington [Idaho] 
Ward— Amos Wright was selected as Bishop for Bennington. 

Prest Budge referred to the Coop Institution] of the Bear Lake 
Stake— they now have some 7 different branches of home industry. 
There seems to be a disposition among some of the brethren to start 


14 The left side of Rich’s body had suffered from paralysis since October 1880. 
While only partially recovered from this initial stroke, he endured two more before 
his death in November 1883. In his final public sermon in Paris, Idaho, he said: “We 
must all come to it [death] some time, however strong we may be to-day. All of us have 
to pass through the ordeal of death. But we have no need to fear— if we do right; all 
will be well with us in time and eternity” (qtd. in John Henry Evans, Charles Coulson 
Rich: Pioneer Builder of the West [New York: Macmillan, 1936], 341-42). 

15 By “Indian man,” Nuttall meant one who lived and worked among Indians. In 
Wright’s case, he and his companions baptized some 422 Shoshones, including Chief 
Washakie. See Geneva Ensign Wright, The Adventures of Amos Wright: Mormon Frontiers- 
man (Provo, Utah: Council Press, 1982). 
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in business for themselves not only in Paris but in other wards, also 
the question of furnishing Lumber for the Railroad and other 
sources. The matter of consolidating the people was talked of. It was 
suggested to organize lumber companies in behalf of the people and 
speak of these matters at meeting.... 

[At a meeting in Paris, Idaho, at 10 a.m., President Taylor said:] 
“The Prophet Joseph once said, that the Holy Ghost fell upon Jesus 
in the form of a dove at the time he was baptized— it was not a dove 
only in the form of one.” 

[August 1, 1881; Sunday] Prests Taylor, [and] Cannon, [William] 
Budge, [George] Osmond, [Edwin D.] Wooll[e]y, [William B.] Pres- 
ton & self met at Prest Budge House & talked over the propriety of 
entering into organization] for Lumbering &c. Bro Woolley [illegi- 
ble] willing to work with the brethren.... 

Prest Budge called a meeting of the Bishops & business men to 
consider the propriety of organizing to supply the Lumber &c now 
required on the Railroad about being constructed in this section of 
country. 

Prest Preston explained the experience had by the Saints in 
Cache Stake in regard to lumber & of the cooperation of the people 
in building companies. 16 

Bro Woolley stated what he has done in regard to securing the 
contract for furnishing lumber for the U[nion] P[acific] Railroad 
Company. He has the [right of] refusal of the contract. 

Prest Budge again spoke. Prest Cannon spoke his views & was in 
favor of a suitable organization in the interest of the people. Felt to 
congratulate Bro Woolley in the energy best bestowed in perceiving 
the [need to obtain the] contract. 

Prest Cannon moved that Bro Woolley be auth[o]rized to secure 
the contract A spoken of A in behalf of a company hereafter to be orga- 
nized. Seed by Prest Budge— carried. 

Prest Budge authorized Bro Woolley to visit the mill owners & 
mills & make a report of the capacity and facilities of each mill— and 
called a meeting of the Bishops leading men & lumber men to be 


16 The Cache Board of Trade regulated the Cache Valley lumber industry, con- 
trolling price and production competition. See Leonard J. Arrington, Great Basin King- 
dom: An Economic History of the Latter-day Saints, 1830-1890 (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard 
University Press, 1958), 348. 
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held next Saturday at 10 a.m. for the purpose of organizing a proper 
company in the interest of the people. 

The question of the location of a Railroad depot in this county 
was presented as the R[ail] R[oad] Company have desired to obtain 
the views & wishes of the people & leaders. Proposed that a commit- 
tee be appointed to consider this matter. 

[illegible] Osmond A moved A that a committee of live be ap- 
pointed. Prest : Prest Budge, Osmond, Bp Robinson of Montpelier 
[Idaho], Bp [John A.] Hunt of St Charles [Idaho] & Bp [Robert] Price 
of Paris [Idaho] were appointed. 

[August 8, 1881; Monday] Prest Taylor promised the wives and chil- 
dren that the remains of Bro [Niels] Wilhelmson shall be brought 
home when it shall be deemed wisdom. He also gave them permis- 
sion to draw at the St Charles [Idaho] Coop $500 each for the 2 wives 
& daughter, making $1500 and proposed to send the amount to the 
coop through ZCMI. Started from St Charles at 940. About 1 mile 
out in crossing a ditch the King bolt of Prest [William] Budges car- 
riage broke which necessit[at]ed the sending back to St Charles for 
another carriage which was procured and in one hour were on the 
move again. 

Drove to Garden City [Utah] and rested for one hour— then set 
out for Lake Town [Utah] 9 miles at 10 to 2.... 

Prest Budge, [George] Osmond & Bp Jos H. Kimball met with 
Prest Taylor and talked in regard to the letting out of his ranch [?] & 
Hay near Pan’s. 

Landon J. Rich, son of C[harles] C & Emeline Rich, proposes to 
take all Prest Taylors Stock for one half the increase & half the calves 
butter & cheese per annum as follows— viz, he will take the Stock for 
one half the Calves, Butter & Cheese and will feed the dry stock and 
put up good shed[d]ing for the use of meadows, machine & Rake— 
the amount of dry stock must be designated. He proposes doubling 
the Calves on the Cows and send the balance to cheese factory. 

The question as to the use of the Machine 8c Rake & the value of 
the hay was spoken of and the time of delivery of the stock also when 
the calves should be divided. Prest Taylor was in favor of or would 
like if an arrangem[e]nt could be entered into on the halves all 
round— this year not being considered as a suitable one in regard to 
the hay. It was decided to accept of the proposition of Bro Rich in 
the main, and that Prests Budge & Osmond being acquainted with 


the whole matter, the parties were requested to take the matter in 
hand and arrange as to the details for this year and until further 
consideration can be had— also to dispose of the mowing machine & 
take or keep it them as may be deemed best after talking with Bro 
Rich. 

[August 10, 1881; Wednesday] Learned from Bro [Erastus] Snow of his 
recent labors. He had seen my wife Elizabeth who was well. He ex- 
pressed his gratification at my being out of the office for a short sea- 
son, also of my appointment or election as Territorial] Supt of 
Schools— he felt to bless me. 

[August 11, 1881; Thursday] [Coalville, Utah,] is a fine settlement, 
many good substantial buildings of Stone & brick— the U[nion] 
Pfacific] R[ail] R[oad] & U[tah] E[astern] R[ail] Rfoad] pass through 
this town & with the coal mines make business somewhat lively. Prest 
Taylor & brethren went and viewed the foundation of the Stake 
Meeting House which is designed to be a fine structure. The brick for 
the building are made on the ground A adjoining. A 

[At a meeting at lOa.m] Prest Taylor spoke to the meeting for 50 
min, [“]]ohn The Baptist conferred the Aaronic Priesthood [on Jo- 
seph Smith and Oliver Cowdery]; Peter, James &John conferred the 
Melchizedec [Priesthood]; Moses came next and restored the gather- 
ing dispensation. Next Elijah came & conferred the dispensation of 
the turning the hearts of the Fathers to the Children and the hearts 
of the Children to the Fathers— through this we build Temples & by 
the knowledge of God we officiate in them & become Saviors upon 
Mt Zion. Then comes Elias— “The restorer of all things”— who holds 
the keys of all dispensations, that in the dispensation of the fullness 
of times all things may be gathered into one.[”] 17 

Elder E[rastus] Snow spoke— 43 min. 

A number of the people wish to burden Prest Taylor with their 
family or local matters, which should be heard by the Bp or the Prest 
of the Stake as the case may be & they living their religion can by the 
spirit of god adjudicate and decide in all such cases. Yet the Presi- 
dency and Twelve are ever willing to lend their council & advice on 
all matters. 

The Prophetjoseph once said in regard to the union of the peo- 


I 7 Accounts of these visitations are found in D&C 13, 27, and 110. 
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pie— “It is not me, only that I teach the people correct principles and 
the people govern themselves.” 

Prest Cannon spoke 15 minutes. 

[“JThere were 10 of us Elders, wind[-]bound at San Francisco. I 
had prayed— and one night I dreamed that all of us Elders were work- 
ing at a windless [illegible] endeavoring to raise the anchor, but we 
could make no headway. While thus engaged the Prophet Joseph 
came to me and took me forward to the bow. We then kneeled down 
& he prayed, after which he said, [Jnow George, take hold and raise 
that anchorf’]— I did so & it came up with the greatest ease. He then 
turned to me and said ‘faith and prayer accomplish great results.’ 
This has been a great lesson to me through life.f”]... 

While at Bro Cluffs the question of Bro Snow’s staying in Ari- 
zona was talked over— and Prest Taylor said as soon as you can ar- 
range matters to have them satisfactory, you are at liberty to do so 
and return home. I do not think that you or Bro Brigham [Youngjr.] 
should he tied up in these matters or any of the apostles— but merely 
to gel them into proper working order, that everything may be car- 
ried on right. 18 

In regard to the Saw Mills Bro Snow said that Bro [William J.] 
Flake had moved the same some 200 miles south and now did not 
want to hire it or to move it back again. It is somewhat out of repair 
and not so good as was anticipated before it was moved. The breth- 
ren had talked the matter over as to buying the same and keeping it 
for the benefit of the settlers in that section of country and proposed 
to pay $250000 for it. Prest Jesse N. Smith had stated his willingness 
to be responsible for the payment of the said amount, which was ap- 
proved & Bro Snow directed to consum[m]ate the sale." 

Sister Savage, the wife of Bp Levi Savage of Sunset [Arizona], 
called & entered her complaints aga[i]nts her husband who had not 
provided for her. 

Prest Taylor requested her brother who accompanied her to 
write her statement & send it to the City by letter.... 

18 This directive differed from Brigham Young’s, which appointed members of 
the Twelve to serve as area leaders. “Young decided to end this practice just before his 
death in 1877” (Eugene E. Campbell, Establishing Zion: The Mormon Church in the Amer- 
ican West, 1847-1869 [Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1988], 158). 

19 Prior to the purchase of the mill, the Saints in Snowflake, Arizona, obtained 
lumber from the Sunset Order Sawmill located 125 miles southwest. See Albert J. Le- 
vine, From Indian Trails to Jet Trails: Snowflake’s Centennial History (Snowflake, Ariz.: 
Snowflake Historical Society, 1977), 103. 
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[At a meeting in Wanship, Utah,] Prest Taylor spoke 48 minutes, 
[“[The Prophetjoseph told me, to ‘every morning to dedicate myself 
to God.’[”[ 

[August 13, 1881; Saturday] [At a meeting in Kamas, Utah,] A Prest 
Taylor spoke 52 minutes— A [“[The Prophet Jos Smith said to me at 
Nauvoo | Illinois] A In regard to celestial marriage , A These things of 
which I have told you have got to be entered into or the Keys will be 
[returned. He had previously said the Kingdom could not go any 
further unless this law was observed. [”] 2 " 

Prest Cannon read the revelation on Celestial Marriage. 21 

[August 14, 1881; Sunday] [At a meeting in Heber, Utah, at 10 a.m.,[ 
Prest Cannon spoke A on Celestial Marriage 7 " 1 hour & 8 min.... 

[At a meeting at 2 p.m] Prest Taylor read from the 32 page of the 
Pearl of G[rea]t Price— and then spoke 1 hour & 51 minut[e]s. 

[August 16, 1881; Tuesday] Arrived at home at 10 a. in. found my wives 
& children all well. Wilford [Nuttall] has been sick but now better. Af- 
ter greeting my family and eating dinner went to the office and 
found every thing in good shape & the brethren well. 

[September 16, 1881; Friday] I was elected with James Jack a Consult 
[to] the executive committee for the Deseret Telegraph Company. 

[September 25, 1881; Sunday] Started from hom[e] at 8.50 a.m. in com- 


20 In a letter to Jesse B. Martin, President Taylor expressed concern over what 
was being said in church services about plural marriage in general: “I am sorry to hear 
of the brethren preaching, as you say they are, on the subject of plural marriage, al- 
though you do not give the names of the parties. These matters, unless thoroughly un- 
derstood, had better be left alone in the remarks of the elders while standing before 
the congregations of the Saints.... 

“It is not the patriarchal order or plurality of wives alone that will exalt us, nei- 
ther can men with this privilege within their reach, be exalted without it. It may mean 
one wife under certain circumstances, but where circumstances will permit, it means 
more. If a man enter into the everlasting covenant with one wife, with full purpose of 
heart to keep the commandments, and through circumstances is deprived of going 
further, he may be justified; but having further opportunities and circumstances being 
favorable, and he does not prove his purpose, he may find himself as the one who had 
one talent entrusted to his care, as represented in the parable of the ten talents. The 
words through the prophetjoseph [Smith] as recorded in Section 131, Doctrine and 
Covenants, are strictly correct, and I think answered as above” (Taylor to Martin, Jan. 
26, 1881, typescript in Kenney Papers, original in LDS archives). 

21 This is contained in D&C 132, dictated by Joseph Smith July 12, 1843. 
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pany with apostle John H[enry] Smith, for South Bountiful— arrived 
at 9.46. Went to the A new A Meeting House. 

At 10 a.nt. meeting was called to order by Bp [William] Brown. 
The choir Sang “This House we dedicate to thee.” Bp Brown made a 
brief spee[c]h in regard to the labors of the people in building the 
New House & [announced that] all debts have been liquidated. Elder 
Smith offered the Dedicatory prayer. 

[October 21, 1881; Friday] Secretary Thomas handed me my commis- 
sion as Territorial Supt of Dist Schools. 

[October 27, 1881; Thursday] [President Taylor and party] started by 
the 2 p.m. train for Nephi to make the visit to St George as per the fol- 
lowing programme. Rail to Nephi hold meeting at night— & stop. Fri- 
day by Rail to Juab and by train to Scipio, hold meeting and stop the 
night; Saturday go to Holden, hold meeting and drive to Fillmore. 
Sunday hold two meetings and stop for the night. Monday drive to 
Meadow, hold meeting & then to Kanosh and sleep. Tuesday Drive 
to Beaver, Stopping for dinner at Cove Creek.... 

While on the train the Brethr[e]n decided in consideration of sis- 
ter Emeline Rich & her children having come down from Bear Lake to 
attend the B[righam] Y[oung] Academy that her son LandonJ. Rich 
who was called on a mission to the Southern States at the late confer- 
ence be honorably released from said mission to enable him to at- 
tend school, after which he may be again called as a missionary. Prest 
Jos F Smith was notified by letter of this action with a request that he 
procure from Bro Rich his certificate of appointment handed to him 
yesterday. At 8. p.m. Prest Taylor received the following dispatch 

Paris, Idaho Oct 27/81, 

“Prestjohn Taylor— Brother C[harles] C. Rich had two very 
severe attacks a little before six Oclock this evening which 
left him very weak. He now rests quietly. 

Win Budge.” 

[October 30, 1881; Sunday] [In Fillmore, Utah,] Elder [Franklin D.] 
Richards & I walked around this morning for a short time. 

Do not find much improvements in the city or apparently 
among the people. 

Attended meeting at 10 a.m., the meeting house filled to over- 
flowing.... 
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Prests Taylor & Cannon decided to have some improvements 
made at the Tithing Office and directed Bp. Smith to have the cor- 
nice painted, also to build a small room on North East corner and a 
veranda on East side— also to fix up the entrance to the Cellar & white 
wash the outside of the gran[a]ry to expend some $200 or 30000. 

[October 3 1, 1881; Monday] [In Kanosh, Utah,] 3 of Kanosh’s Indians 
called on Prest Taylor & informed him that Kanosh is very sick— he 
has also lost his squaw about a month since, by death. Prest Taylor re- 
quested Bro Partridge & Bp Lund to call on Kanosh tomorrow morn- 
ing and carry his regrets as to his health, &c. also to present him with 
$ 10.00 to procure such medicine or other necessaries he may need. 

[November 1, 1881; Tuesday ] Prest Taylor’s birthday 73 years old. The 
health of the company good. A Prest Cannon obtained the use of a 
horse, one of his being lame. A Started at 7.30 a. nr., roads good, 
weather cool— arrived at Cove Creek Fort at 11.15 a.m. Found the 
family of Bro [Arza] Hinckley in sorrow in consequence of the death 
of their son who was murdered at Franklin a few days ago, Bro Arza 
Hin[c]kley having gone north after his remains. At 1 p.m. started for 
Beaver. After a pleasant drive of 24 miles arrived at 5 p.m., put up at 
Prest John R. Murdock. The members of the party rather tired. 

[November 2, 1881; Wednesday] At the request of Prest Taylor the fol- 
lowing brethren met at the residence of Prest [John R.] Mur- 
dock— viz, Prests Taylor, [George Q.] Cannon & [Wilford] Wood- 
ruff, Eldeijs] [Franklin D.] Richards, [Francis M.] Lyman, [John 
Henry] Smith & [L. John] Nuttall— Eldeijs] Murdock, Ashworth, 
Fotheringham, Farnsworth, Tyler, [and] BpsJ. Smith & Cfharles] D. 
White. Prest Taylor desired to present his views on the subject of 
Marriage, which were written, and requested Elder Nuttall to read 
the same, which he did— after which Prest Taylor spoke a short time 
and promised to write further on this subject, which will be pub- 
lished and furnished to the authorities of the stakes & wards. 21 


22 Joel Hinckley had been a telegraph operator at Cove Fort before accepting a 
similar position at Eagle Rock, Idaho Falls, in mid-1881. On October 22, 1881, accord- 
ing to Ella Hinckley Hoopes, Joel was murdered in a robbery by “two masked bandits.” 
The Arza Erastus Hinckley family occupied Cove Fort from 1877 to 1882. See Larry C. 
Porter, “A Historical Analysis of Cove Fort, Utah," M.A. thesis, Brigham Young Uni- 
versity, 1966, 102-03. 

The First Presidency published their views in pamphlet form (On Marriage) in 
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Prest Cannon expressed his approval of the writings and was 
pleased that Prest Taylor had been led in that direction for it is neces- 
sary that a proper and united action be had. 

[November 3, 1881; Thursday] Arrived at Parowan at 3.45. At the en- 
trance to the city the Primary association were in line on each side of 
the Road headed by Prest Tfhomas] J. Jones & Councilor [Edward] 
Dalton with their teachers &c who saluted the President & party— all 
being comfortably provided for, and after supper meeting was held 
at 7 p.m.... 

At our noon encampment it was decided that Prest Cannon & El- 
ders [Francis M.] Lyman & [John Henry] Smith go direct to St 
George, holding meetings by the way & Prest Taylor & others by way 
of Pinto. Arrangements were made to send 35 bushels of oats by 
team from Cedar City & 25 bushels from Parowan to Cedar for use, 
also notices sent of meetings &c. 

Elder Efrastus] Snow arrived at Kanab this evening from Ari- 
zona [and] expects to reach St. George on Saturday night. Elderjesse 
N Smith met us here. 

In the evening Prest Cannon [and] Lyman and Smith called and 
conversed in regard to the San Juan Country Mission. Prest Cannon 
stated he had learned that the saints were too weak handed to pro- 
vide for themselves and unless more help is sent, those there cannot 
sustain themselves— and they are not in a safe position. They look 
upon their call there as being on a mission and feel they are not justi- 
fied in moving away, hence they have stayed and had it not been for 
the Rail road on which the men worked they could not have 
surviv[e]d. In doing this work the men have been compelled to leave 
their wives and families at home unprotected. ~ 1 Prest Taylor felt that 
so far as the first Presidency are concerned there can no blame attach 


1882 and in the Contributor magazine in September 1895 (see Samuel W. Taylor, ed., 
The John Taylor Papers: Records of the Last Utah Pioneer [Redwood City, Calif.: Taylor 
Trust, 1984-85], 2: 258-62). 

24 In a letter dated September 5, 1880, Apostles Erastus Snow and Brigham 
Young Jr. wrote to the Saints in San Juan regarding work on the railroad: “While it is 
necessary to seek employment on the Rail Roads or elsewhere to procure needed Sup- 
plies let not each Man Start out on his own volition & operate singly but let working 
Parties be organized under the Consul of the presiding Officers to take jobs procure 
and send in supplies for their own and others families in your Camps while all the rest 
remain at Home improving your Farms and doing other home labor both for them- 
selves and those sent to earn and haul in their supplies” (qtd. in “A Letter to Colonists 
on the San Juan,” Utah Humanities Review 2 [Jan. 1948]: 68-71). 
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to them in those people being called to or remaining in that place 
and A they are under A no responsibility in that matter. The Presi- 
dency of that stake should take proper action in regard to the welfare 
& safety of the saints. If the country is found to be not as represented 
or as contemplated, the Saints should not be compelled to stay there 
under restraint and in danger or Jeopardy, but they should take 
proper care of themselves and move where they will be safe. It is not 
right for the men to have to leave their wives and families unpro- 
tected— and the Saints should not be required to stay in a place where 
they could not provide for themselves. 2 ’ 

Prest Jesse N. Smith asked if he could be released from his work 
on the Railroad in Arizona, so that he could be enabled to work at 
home in his legitamate duties. Prest Taylor answered, [“]Yes by all 
means. You are at liberty to attend to your legitamate duties all the 
time[”] 2b — also that Apostles E[rastus] Snow Sc B[righam] Young [Jr.] 
should be, and are at liberty to return home and attend to their du- 
ties as Apostles of the Lord, [that] he had so expressed himself to Bro 
Snow while at Coalville this summer. 2. The matter of the San Juan 
Mission was held over for further consideration and the conversa- 
tion turned to the Railroad work in Arizona. 

[November 4, 1881; Friday] Prest Cannon & party got an early start. 


25 John Taylor had previously directed these Saints to colonize the San Juan re- 
gion, Utah’s most isolated and sparsely setded area, resulting in the fabled Hole-in- 
the-Rock expedition whereby eighty-five wagons and 240 people set out from Forty 
Mile Spring, traversed the Colorado River, and rolled into a narrow canyon to plant 
crops and construct cabins in the spring of 1880. From the beginning, unexpected 
floods and moving sands presented obstacles to farming. According to some accounts, 
Jens Nielson was the only one who successfully grew grain the first season. In the years 
to follow, poor crops and ruined ditches and dams, particularly resulting from the 
spring floods of 1884, persuaded many of the settlers to abandon their hardscrabble 
town of Bluff. See Robert S. McPherson, A History of San Juan Comity: In the Palm of 
Time (Salt Lake City: Utah State Historical Society/San Juan County Commission, 
1995), 100-04; Cornelia Adams Perkins, Marian Gardner Nielsen, and Lenora Butt 
Jones, Saga of San Juan (San Juan County Daughters of Utah Pioneers, 1957), 59-65. 

26 Smith worked briefly as a contractor under the name of “Young, Smith Sc 
Tenney” constructing a railroad line through Campbells’ Pass in New Mexico. By late 
August, he became dissatisfied with the partnership and, according to his diary, “felt 
that I ought to look after public matters at home.” He was relieved to be allowed to re- 
sign: “This permission to quit that work was very welcome as my situation on the road 
was very far from being a pleasant one” (Oliver R. Smith, ed., Six Decades in the Early 
West: The Journal of Jesse Nathaniel Smith, 3rd ed. [Provo, Utah: Jesse N. Smith Family 
Association, 1970], 244-47, 257). 

27 See Nuttall Diary, Aug. 11, 1881. 
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After breakfast Prest [Thomas J.] Jones & [Edward] Dalton, Bro 
Perkins & others called to present the matter of the San Juan Mis- 
sion again. Bro Dalton explained the location & condition of the 
people in that country. There appears to be plenty of land on the 
River bottom, both at Montezuma & Bluff City but it is very difficult 
and expensive to get the water out. Canals have to be made from IV 2 
to 2 miles— cottonwoods on the River bottom. Saw timber 35 to 40 
miles away— only 2 families now at Bluff City, when all are there only 
25, only 7 families at Montezuma. It is thought there is land enough 
for 100 families & that many could do well when there, but the 
roads, to & from, are almost impassable. The climate is good— the 
few families now there cannot sustain themselves. Prest Taylor pro- 
posed to consider this matter further while on his southern trip, and 
he would write his views and decision, in the meantime those parties 
preparing to return there & now in these settlements had better re- 
main as they are. 

At 10 a.m. meeting was held. After singing, Elder W[ilford] 
Woodruff offered prayer and Elder [Franklin D.] Richards spoke. 

Followed by Prest Taylor, for 

Prest Woodruff spoke a short time and presented the name of 
Morgan Richards Jr who had been selected as 2nd Councilor to Prest 
Tfhomas] J. Jones, Prest of the Parowan Stake, and was and was af- 
terwards set apart by Prest Taylor, Woodruff, Richards & Jones, 
Prest Taylor mouth A ... 

Bro John Berry & 3 sons & 2 sons-in-law called on Prest Taylor 
for his council in regard to their young mens, A his sons, A missionary 
call to St Johns [Arizona], they having waited on account of the In- 
dian difficulties. Prest Taylor felt it was safe for them to go & gave 
them very good council. Geo Ingram was called as one of these mis- 
sionaries after which Prest Woodruff & Richards set these young 
men apart for their mission. Prest Taylor dictated a letter addressed 
to the Saints in the settlements on the San Juan. 

[November 5, 1881; Saturday] Prest Taylor revised his letter of last 
even[i]ng A as follows A and the same was read in the presence of Prest 
[Wilford] Woodruff, Elder [Franklin D.] Richards, T[homas] J. 
Jones, Bp [Christopher J.] Arthur & others which was approved and 
handed to Bro Jones with a request that Bro Edward Dalton of 
Parowan make a trip to the Sanjuan and assist the Saints there to put 
into effect the suggestions of PrestTaylor as set forth in his letter. 
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[November 6, 1881; Sunday] I spent a good night, but somewhat dis- 
turbed with my cough & being rather tired and loss of sleep.... At 10 
attended meeting [at Pinto] in the snug little Meeting House.... 
Singing. The Sacrament was administered and Prest Taylor ad- 
dressed the Saints assembled for 55 min, in a kind fatherly spirit.... 

Received letter from Bro E[rastus] Snow, St George, inviting 
Prest Taylor to his house— sent a telegram to him accepting his Kind 
hospitalities. A cold wind storm arose just after we arrived.... 

Attended meeting at 6.30.... At meeting rec[e]ived a dispatch 
from Prest Cannon, St George, & A[ngus] M Cannon & E[lijah] F 
Sheets, Salt Lake, which were answd. The Telegraph operator in- 
formed us of the news of the death of Apostle F[rancis] M. Lymans 
daughter at Tooele today. 

[November 7, 1881; Monday] At 8 a.m. started for St George.... Prest 
Cannon & Elder R[obert] C. Lund met the party near the Lava beds— 
and some 4 miles out a mounted escort A of Twenty men A & several 
carriages met the party under the command of Col Gus Hardy.... 

Arrived at St George at 4.30 [and] put up at Prest E[rastus] 
Snows at the Big House. 

Received letters from Salt Lake. In the evening Prests Taylor & 
Cannon, E[rastus] Snow, F[ranklin] I). Richards & J[ohn] H[enry] 
Smith met when the question of the San Juan country was talked over 
and the letter of Prest Taylor from Cedar City was read and unani- 
mously approved. The question as to the appointment of a suitable 
Elder to Preside in that section was talked on but no decision arrived 
at. Telegrams were received from T[homas]J. Jones & Geo Reynolds. 

Elder F[rancis] M. Lyman started home to Tooele this morning 
by stage from St George to attend the funeral of his daughter. 

[November 8, 1881; Tuesday] [At a meeting at 10a.m.] Elder Ffranklin] 
D. Richards followed for 30 min [and] said. [“]The Prophetjoseph in 
his last published discourse stated that there was no greater work de- 
volving on A responsibility resting upon A this people than that of the 
labor for and redemption of the dead.f”] ... 

Bro Aaron Nelson called on Prest Taylor and represented [that] 
he with others had discovered a vein of coal 2 feet thick on the Virgin 
River some 10 miles from St George and he wished to place the ''con- 
trol of the A same in the hands of the Trustee in trust. Upon further 
inquiry, Prest Taylor directed Bro D[avid] H Cannon to assist Bro 
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Nelson in the survey and proper security of this coal claim— and [to 
see] that there are not too many owners. He also wished Bro Nelson 
to continue a part owner & see to the development of the mine and 
the Church would bear the expense. The A following A letter was writ- 
ten to Elder Edward Dalton pertaining to the San Juan Mission in an- 
swer to his letter received tonight— Prest Taylor & Elder E[rastus] 
Snow talked in regard to this mission. 

[November 9, 1881; Wednesday] Prest Taylor went to the Temple. A I 
also A with Prest Taylor. 1 met many of my brethren & sisters with 
whom I labored in the Temple. A I had [daughter] Elizabeth Ann 
prayed for. 2 * Prest Taylor followed in the ceremonies & had several 
families sealed to himself & family A On returning to Bro [Erastus] 
Snows, found Telegram informing me of the safe delivery of my 
daughter Elizabeth Ann after 17 hours labor and Lhat her babe, A a 
daughter , A died shortly after birth. I sent my condolence, also in- 
structions as to the funeral of her babe.... 

Prest Taylor decided on the program of travel & meetings to 
Kanab to arrive there next Wednesday. Prest Geo Q. Cannon bade 
adieu to the President & party as he leaves for City tomorrow morn- 
ing. 

Congratulations & good wishes were cordially extended to 
Apostle E[rastus] Snow on this his 63 Birthday. The family met with 
the President & partook of cake & wine. 

[November 10, 1881; Thursday] Prest Cannon, wife, daughter & son 
started for Salt Lake early this morning. 

Telegraphed to wife Elizabeth in regard to my daughter Eliza- 
beth Ann. A Prest Taylor & wife went to the Temple A I went to the 
Temple with Elder John H[enry] Smith, PrestTaylor A followed in the 
ceremonies & A had several adoptions to himself & family today. Bro 
[Franklin D. | Richards & myself had a good bath.... Ate supper with 
Prest Taylor & Dfavid] H. Cannon at sister Annie Cannon Wood- 
bury’s.... 

Prest Taylor made several calls on some friends this afternoon. 

Bro Richards & myself witnessed the 2nd anointings of some 
parties. 29 

28 Nuttall’s oldest daughter, twenty-three-year-old Elizabeth Ann, was seriously ill 
but would recover. 

29 The second anointing is the highest ordinance performed in LDS temples. 


2 . 1880-1883 


I sent dispatch to Prest Cannon at Cedar [City], 

At 7 p.m. Elders E[rastns] Snow, J[ames] G. Bleak, Jacob Gates, 
Henry Eyring, Henry Miller, [and] A[dolphus] R. Whitehead, offi- 
cers of the Washington Factory, met with Prest Taylor & [Wilford] 
Woodruff & Elder Ffranklin] D Richards to consider the interests of 
the Washington Factory. The report of the execution committee & 
the secretaries reports were read[;] also the letter of A. R. Whitehead 
of the Execution Committee of Sept 30 to Prest Taylor was read. Af- 
ter spending 3 hours in conversation and interchange of ideas in 
which Prest Taylor took part, meeting adjourned.' 0 Telegram was 
sent to Bp E[lijah] F. Sheets in regard to wool at Panguitch— also reed 
telegraph news from Bro Geo Reynolds. 

Elder John H[enry]. Smith went this evening to Santa Clara to 
hold meeting as per appointment. The son of the late Bro James 
Bond having desired to know if any ordinances can be performed for 
his father, he having been cut off the church & died in that condition 
but it being represented that on his death bed he was penitent & re- 
pented of his evil ways— upon consideration it was deemed proper 
that the son may be baptized for his father and let that suffice for the 
present. 

[November 1 1, 1881; Friday] At 10 a.m. a meeting was held at Elder 
E[rastus] Snows residence. Present Prests Taylor & [Wilford] Wood- 
ruff— Elder[s] E[rastus] Snow, Ffranklin]. D. Richards, J[ohn] H[en- 
ry] Smith, LJohn Nuttall, J[ohn] D T McAllister &J[ames] G Bleak. 
Matters pertaining to St. George Temple were considered. Prest 
Taylor expressed his feelings & said whatever may be needed the 
same should be provided both for the Temple & offices and every- 
thing pertaining to those places in a proper manner— not to be ex- 
travagant in those things but the necessities should be had. Wher- 
ever suitable persons can be found to assist in the Temple workings 
and who are able to provide for themselves as High Priests, Sev- 
enties and Elders and who are not able to perform missionary labor 
&c &c such may be called upon, and thus not oppress those who are 
willing but do not have the means to sustain themselves as they wish 
to. But the principle workers must be permanent and be properly 
provided for. 

30 The Washington Cotton Factory was built in 1866-67 as part of the church’s 
Cotton Mission. 
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On motion of Prest Woodruff the salary of M[oses] F Farns- 
worth was increased to $ 1200.00 per year— to commence from date. 

The matter of the continued letters and complaints of Bro Wm 
L[e]aney of Harrisburg and of his continued abuse of Apostle 
Efrastus] Snow was considered— whereupon it was decided that Bro 
Laney be called to answer before the High Council of St George 
Stake, and if it be found that he is demented in his mind, to deal with 
him mercifully, but if adjudge[d] otherwise, he should be dealt with 
for defamation of character and uncalled for abuse and speaking evil 
of the Lords anointed and for such conduct, and A if A he do not re- 
pent, that he be cut off the church. 31 Prest [John D. T.] McAllister was 
instructed accordingly by the follow[in]g letter. 

It was decided that 1500 bushels of Wheal be appropriated to 
the St George Temple— to be drawn at Beaver 500 busjhels], at 
Parowan 300 bus[hels], at Cedar [City] 300 busjhels], at Orderville 
400 bushels— also 800 bushels of Potatoes from Parowan Stake. Pro- 
vided that 150 bushels must be reserved at Cedar City for future 
use— also 75 bushels of Barley at Beaver. It was decided that a new 
carpet for the Garden [Room] be appropriated and ordered pro- 
vided— the sum of $60000 was appropriated on the Washington Fac- 
tory. Instructions were also given to Prest McAllister to expend suffi- 
cient labor on labor tithing in further developing the water by dig- 
ging into the water knolls on lots bought from Seegmiller Bros and 
from St George City for the use of the Temple but not to be extrava- 
gant in expenditure. 

It was also decided that the present laborers at the Temple be 
permitted to draw supplies &c as heretofore, for the present— also 
that $60000 be appropriated and paid from the Tithing office to 
those Sisters who have labored in the Temple and are worthy, the 
same to be properly distributed. The question of the sale or rental of 
the Bakery building was considered— Prest Taylor did not want to sell 
but the building might be rented. It was decided to visit the water 
knolls at 4 p.m. Nothing further being presented adjourned. 

[November 13, 1881; Sunday] A It was decided that A Elder John H[en- 
ry] Smith starts north this morning by stage A via. Silver Reef & 


31 See William Leany Sr. to John Steele, Feb. 17, 188S, in John Steele Papers, L. 
Tom Perry Special Collections, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young University, 
Provo, Utah. 
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Wilford to Provo A on account of the sickness of A his A Brother Chas 
W— at Provo. We bade adieu to Bro Smith and the good Saints of 
Toque[r]ville and at 9.45 started for [illegible] and arrived at 12 m.... 
At 2 p.m. attended meeting. Singing. Prayer by Prest [John D. T.] 
McAllister. A Singing. A The Sacrament was administered. Prest W[il- 
ford] Woodruff spoke to the saints for 40 mints. 

Elder [Franklin D.] Richards followed for 40 minutes and said, 
“the power of Godliness is made known to us through the ordi- 
nances of his Church” 32 Elder [Erastus] Snow spoke for 7 mints. Prest 
Taylor addressed the meeting for 55 mints. Choir Sang. Benidiction 
by Elder L. John Nuttall.... 

In the Even[i]ng Prest Woodruff & Elders Snow, Richards, 
Nuttall, McAllister, [James G.] Bleak, [David H.] Cannon & [George 
F.J Gibbs met with Prest Taylor at the Elouse of Bro Parker. Conver- 
sation was had in regard to the water— piping, Engine house &c for 
the St George Temple, no decision was arrived at. 

[November 14, 1881; Monday] Prest Taylor told Bro [ John D. T.] 
McAllister that the Relief Society of St George had the privilege of us- 
ing the building known as the Bakery for meetings & other purposes 
but he did not want to sell the building & did not care to rent it, but 
the sisters might occupy it until further notice. 

[November 16, 1881; Wednesday] The party started at 9 a.m. Drove in a 
wind and sand storm to Kanab.... At 6 p.m. the party were invited to 
attend a sociable gotten up by the saints in honor & out of respect to 
Prest Taylor & party during which a supper was partaken of— songs & 
recitations were in order as per program. Prest Taylor & the breth- 
ren blessed the saints & spok[e] to them. 

[November 1 7, 1881; Thursday] Frank & his Indians called to see Prest 
Taylor. At meeting in the afte[r]noon.... Attended meeting of the 
young people at 7 oclock.... Directed James Emmett to collect rent 
from man A Webber A occup[y]ing the Winsor Ranch. 33 Talked with 
Prest Taylor in regard to the purchase of the Moccasin Spring prop- 
erty for the Indians, the Saints of Kanab having raised $1000.00 to- 
wards the purchase. Being 1500.00 Prest Taylor thought the remain- 

32 D&C 84:20-21 

33 Sometimes known as Winsor Castle, the ranch was located at Pipe Springs in 
northern Arizona. See Jensen, Encyclopedic History of the Church, 522, 659. 
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ing 500.00 could be appropriated by the Church, also that he would 
consider the propriety of furnishing means to purchase some farm- 
ing implements, tools &c. Indian Frank and a number of his Indians 
came to meeting this afternoon & shook hands with Prest Taylor. I 
accompanied Bp [William D.] Johnson [Jr.], his father & Leonard 
[John Nuttall] to the Tithing office. Found there was a barn full of 
wheat also a large amount of dried and green fruit, potatoes &c 
which was very gratifying to see. 

[November 18, 1881; Friday] The party being ready we bade adieu to 
several of the brethren who had gathered to greet us & Bro Johnsons 
family & started at 9 a.m. for Orderville. Bp [William D.] Johnson & 
Bro Nephi Johnson went along with us.... Arrived at Mt. Carmel 
where Bp [Fliram B. M.] Jolly & a number of the brethren were ready 
to meet us. It was however decided by Prest Taylor to drive to 
Orderville & hold meeting at Mt. Carmel tomorr[ow] at 10 a.m. & 
take dinner, then return to Orderville. 

[November 19, 1881; Saturday] Whilst partaking of dinner at Bro Wm 
J. Jolley’s Elder F[ranklin] D. Richards received telegrams informing 
him of the death of his wife Rhoda this morning at 1 oclock this 
morning. He consulted with Prest Taylor as to what he had better do 
in the matter. It was concluded to inform Prest Jos F Smith & Sister 
Fox as to the time Bro Richards could arrive at Salt Lake, being next 
Wednesday, and asked their advice as to his attending the funeral or 
not. He sent a telegram to this effect, and f with him A Elder Nuttall A 
hitched up mtr team and drove to Orderville 8c sent the telegrams. 
Prest Taylor & others followed after partaking of dinner— attended 
meeting at 3 p.m. at the meeting house.... 

Prest Taylor had some conversation with Indian Frank in regard 
to the Mocassin Spring purchase. He also talked in regard to the 
working of the Order with Prests Nuttall and [Howard O.J Spen- 
cer.... It was suggested by Prests Taylor & Woodruff that Elder Rich- 
ards had better not attempt to go to Salt Lake City to attend the fu- 
neral of his wife Rhoda. 

[November 20, 1881; Sunday] l A Elder Nuttall A met with Indians Frank 
and Chugg & other Indians and with Bro Nephi Johnson, had a 
straight talk in regard to the purchase of the Mocassin Spring prop- 
erty & of their going there to live, Frank was quite willing but Chug 
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was wavering. I proposed to have the agreement in writing when 
Prest Taylor decided.... 

In the evening A at (i.30 A a meeting of the Young Mens M[utual] 
I[mprovement] Asstn was held at which Elder Hfoward] O. Spencer, 
W[illiam] D. Johnson Jr., Ffranklin] D. Richards & Prest [Wilford] 
Woodruff A spoke A . I staid at home and had a conversation with Bp 
Thos Chamberlain on Order matters. 

[November 21, 1881; Monday] Prest Taylor called mys e lf A Elder Nul- 
tall , A Bro [Howard O.] Spencer, Bp [William D.] Johnson [Jr.] & 
[Thomas] Chamberlain together and he directed an appropriation 
of $100.00 in Tithing produce for the poor of Kanab Ward. Also 
$100.00 for the poor of Orderville Ward and 2 sacks of flour for the 
Kanab Indians, 1 Sack of flour for Orderville Indians, also 5.00 cash 
each for sisters Lucy Spencer and Butler as a present for their ser- 
vices in coming to Winsor Castle to make the party comfortable last 
Wednesday. Started for Hillsdale at 8.40.... When on the divide, 
Prest Taylor’s teamster took the wrong road and all followed for 
about IV 2 miles, when it was concluded we were traveling in the 
wrong direction. We unhitched the teams & fed them & partook of 
lunch, whilst some of the brethren made a reconosance. Bro [George 
F.] Gibbs went back on the road & found w[h]ere the road forked so 
at 3 p.m. we returned to the other road and after a cold drive arrived 
at Hillsdale at 5.48. Bp Seth Johnson and saints were prepared with 
good warm fires which were very acceptable. After supper attended 
meeting. 

[November 22, 1881; Tuesday] Started at 8.40 for Pangwitch over a 
good road— arrived at 10.20.... 

Prest Taylor dictated a letter to Prest Jos F. Smith in relation to 
the Bank at Ogden Z.C.M.I. building, a notice of which appeared in 
the Deseret News of Nov 17th. Bp Seth Johnson at the request of a 
few of the Indians called to see Prest Taylor. There were Indian Joe 
Manarr of Panguitch, Coal Creekjohn with 4 others— they wanted to 
know of what Prest Taylor [and] the brethren had been speaking to 
the Mormons in their travels as they had heard of his visits. 

Prest Taylor said that while the Indians are in the neighborhood 
of the settlements the Bishops will tell what 1 have been talking 
about, as I cannot at this time tell them— but I want the Indians to be 
good Indians and fear God and strive to learn of him, and treat all 
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men right, that we are their friends and they must also be friendly. 
Bp. Seth Johnson explained to them briefly what had been said in 
meeting all of which was satisfactory to them. Joe said they had heard 
good counsel from our leading men and they considered and look 
upon our leading men as their leaders. 

Prest Taylor said he wished them to pursue a proper course in all 
things, to strive to learn the ways of the good saints, to listen to the 
council of thes[e] Bishops and they will soon become better ac- 
quainted with our ways and become more intelligent. Bp Johnson 
contrived a further talk & Prest Taylor retired. Sister [Myra Mayall] 
Henrie called on Prest Taylor and expressed her desires for her hus- 
band & herself to become reconciled so they could go to the Temple 
& receive such ordinances as they are worthy. Bro [William] Henrie 
lives at Bountiful Sc they have been separated for some ten years. 34 
She would like to have Prest Taylor talk to him or have something 
done in this matter. Prest Taylor wished to be reminded of this case 
on his return home. I wrote to Apostle E[rastus] Snow in relation to 
those cattlemen at Winsor Ranch & mailed the letter. 

[November 23, 1881; Wednesday] [In Kingston, Utah,] Prest Taylor 
called the following brethren together, viz. Prest [Wilford] Wood- 
ruff, Elders [Franklin D.] Richards, LJohn Nuttall, J[esse] W Crosby 
[Jr.], M[ahonri] M Steele, Bp Jos C Davis, Bp H [illegible], Alma Bar- 
ney, Wnt King, Culbert King, W. S. Riggs, John Myers, W. P. Sargent 
&Jas L Bunting. Prest Taylor referred to the contemplated Railroad 
up this river & cautioned the leading men in regard thereto, also 
spoke of the liquor selling and drinking at Panguitch. 

[November 24, 1881; Thursday] At 8 45 started for Monroe. Bro Cul- 
bert King accompanied on horse back, the party in good condition, 
the roads excellent. After 4 miles from Marysvale we were met by Bro 
Henry Clark and nine young men well mounted, they having come 

M When Brigham Young called him and his family to help establish a Mormon 
colony at Panaca on the Muddy River in 1865, William Henrie declined. He had earlier 
been a scout and hunter with Young’s Pioneer Company in 1847 and a member of Par- 
ley P. Pratt’s exploring expedition in 1849. His wife, Myra, and her grown sons, how- 
ever, accepted the call to Panaca and remained there until they moved to Panguitch in 
1871. Myra was Panguitch’s first Relief Society president and her family were promi- 
nent citizens of the small community. See William B. Smart and Donna T. Smart, eds., 
Over the Rim: The Parley P. Pratt Exploring Expedition to Southern Utah, 1849-1850 (Logan: 
Utah State University Press, 1999), 220-22. 
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from Richfield as a mounted escort to the President & party. Prest 
Franklin Spencer sent a letter of introduction [which] arrived at Bro 
Hugh D Lesonbees at the Marysvale Bridge at 12 m. He had sent an 
invitation to Kingston to Prest Taylor to stop & take dinner, also re- 
ceived it by the Escort. Bro L[esonbee] was sick on bed with the 
plursey, but very anxious to have the brethren stay for dinner. In the 
evening Bro [Franklin] Spencer & [George W.] Bean called & had 
conversation in regard to stake matters & school matters. 

Bro Richards, myself & Prest Spencer called on Prest Taylor and 
had his mind freely and fully expressed. He suggested that the saints 
be valient for the truth, build their own school & meeting houses & 
occupy them. 

[November 25, 1881; Friday] Prests Taylor, [Wilford] Woodruff, [and] 
Elder[s Franklin D.] Richards, [L. John] Nuttall, [Franklin] Spencer 
& Bp Harris met and conversed in regard to United Order matters & 
other matters of interest— building Temples &c. 

[November 26, 1881; Saturday ] At the suggestion of Prest Taylor, Prest 
[Wilford] Woodruff, Elder [Franklin D.] Richards, [L. John] Nuttall, 
[Franklin] Spencer & several of the leading brethren & sisters of the 
stake met at Prest Spencers house, at which time Prest Taylor stated 
in brief in regard to the subject of marriage and asked Elder Nuttall 
to read his views as written on that subject— which he did, after which 
Prest Taylor made some further remarks & aH dismissed. 

[November 27, 1881; Sunday / Prest [Canute] Petersen & Erastus Snow 
called on Prest Taylor. Prest [Franklin] Spencer and other brethren 
submitted plans for a Stake building and wished some assistance 
from the Trustee-in-Trust. After examination and consideration 
Prest Spencer was instructed to make an estimate of the probable 
cost of the building— the kind of material to be used, the amount of 
labor tithing due in the stake— and send the same to the city where 
further action can be had in this matter. 

Certain questions or matters of adultery were considered and 
decided upon.... 

After dinner Bro Nelson Higgins called on Prest Taylor with Bro 
Wm Haywards. Bro Hayward wished to obtain his 2nd anointings— 
also to be adopted into Prest Taylors family. He also felt able to go on 
a mission to England & to obtain his record of forefathers. Prest Tay- 
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lor told him to obtain a recommend from his Bp & Prest of Stake & 
he would afterwards consider these matters. It was decided to appro- 
priate for the poor of Monroe Ward $100.00 for the poor (Nelson 
Higgins family) of Elsinore Ward— $75.00. ... 

PrestTaylor directed Bp G[eorge] W. Bean to deliver to the Indi- 
ans of Grass Valley 300 lbs of flour. 

[November 28, 1881; Monday] Prest Taylor called and took breakfast 
with Bro [George W.] Bean & family. Prest Taylor directed Prest 
[Franklin] Spencer & Bp Bean to consider the necessities of the poor 
of Elsinore Ward & report to the City. 

Wrote to C[harles] W Penrose, [editor of the] Des[eret] News. 

A. H. Patterson called and asked for a horse to assist him on his 
journey to St John[s], Arizona, one of his horses having been injured. 
Bp Bean was directed to furnish Bro Patterson a horse and take his 
note for the amount. An order for 150 lbs of Hay at Kingston and at 
Panguitch [Utah] was issued in favor of Bro A. H. Patterson on mis- 
sionary ac[count]. We bade adieu to the good saints of Richfield and 
at 9 45 started for Salina, Prest Spencer & daughter, also Bro [Henry] 
Clark and three mounted men, accompanying.... 

Arrived at Salina at 12.30 and were all provided for. 

[November 29, 1881; Tuesday] It was arranged last evening that Elder 
[Franklin D.] Richards proceed from Gunnison viajuab to home— in 
consequence of important business of an official character, also that 
Prest Taylor & Elder Nuttall attend the Gunnison Meeting & Prest 
[Wilford] Woodruff at Mayfield. A slight flurry of snow fell last night, 
cloudy this morning— party all well. Prest [Franklin] Spencer accom- 
panied Prest Taylor. Bro [ Henry] Clark & his men returned home. 3 
Brethren from Salina mounted acted A as A escort & guides— started at 
9 a.m. Near Willow Creek one of Prest Taylors carriage springs 
broke— we tied it up and went on 2 miles out from Gunnison. Were 
met by a mounted escort in charge of Bro [William] Metcalf. At 1 1 
oclock drove up to the Meeting House and proceeded with the meet- 
ing. The arrangements being made for Elder Richards to go on to 
Juab, he took lunch & left at 12 m. Elder F[rancis] M. Lyman & Prest 
Ira Hinckley met the Prest on arrival, they having come over from 
Fillmore yesterday. 

[November 30, 1881; Wednesday /[In Manti] PrestTaylor & party drove 
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onto the Temple ground and walked through the building & sur- 
roundings, A the walls have been raised 25 feet this year A . Elders 
[Francis M.] Lyman & [John Henry] Smith went to Ephraim to attend 
the opening services of the conference at 10 a.m.... 

Prest Taylor did not attend the meeting. Elder Nuttall read to 
him the pamphlet pertaining to the case of Bro [George Q.] Cannon 
vs A[llan] G Campbell— on the part of Bro Cannon. 33 

[December 1, 1881; Thursday] Prest Smith & Nuttall met with Brojohn 
B. Maiben and examin[e]d his Temple Reports as pertains to the 
Trustee in Trust. We suggested that all payment on ZCMI be cred- 
ited as cash and Provo Factory goods as m[erchan]d[i]se if that does 
not interfere with Bro [James] Jacks books. 

Bro Jack should send Bro Maiben a statement from his books ev- 
ery six months. In calling Z.C.M.I. pay as cash, Bro Jack must make 
such a note in his books so as to have the reports correspond. 

[December 2, 1881, Friday] Prest Taylor had received some cold— took 
some warm teas & otherwise attended to himself before going to 
bed. He arose this morning, some better but not free from his cough. 
Balance of party all well. 

In coming downstairs this morning sister Barratt sl[ip]p[ed] and 
fell from the top to the bottom and hurt her arms, forehead and oth- 
erwise brui[s]ed and shook herself. At 10 oclock we made a start for 
Nephi. met Prest Smith and other brethren at Fountain Green, they 
having arrived from Mt Pleasant. 

[December 3, 1881; Saturday] At 5.15 started on the train for Provo— 
Prest [Wilford] Woodruff quite unwell with a severe cold. He went 
on to the City with his wife. The balance of the party stopped off at 
Provo and were met by Prest [Abraham O.] Smoot & others with car- 
riages. 

A Prests Taylor & Jos F. Smith met at Prest Smoots house— and A 

35 See Allen G. Campbell, The Utah Contest for Delegate to Congress. George Q. Can- 
non, Contestant, vs. Allen G. Campbell, Contestant. The Case Stated in Behalf of Mr. Camp- 
bell, Including the Evidence Taken by the Parties, and Other Facts Bearing on the Case (Salt 
Lake City: Tribune Printing and Publishing Co., 1881). Though Campbell received 
only 1,350 votes compared to Cannon’s 18,568, Utah Governor Eli H. Murray granted 
him a certificate of election as delegate to Congress and declared Cannon a non-citizen 
of the United States according to the Morrill Anti-Bigamy Act (1862). Congress subse- 
quently declared the seat vacant, filled in 1882 by John T. Caine. See Hubert Howe 
Bancroft, History of Utah, 1540-1886 (San Francisco: History Company, 1889), 688. 
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An appropriation of $200.00 in m[erchan]d[i]se in Payson Co-op in 
favor of Bro Henry G. Boyle on missionary A ac[counl] A was A made A 
Bp [Joseph S.] Tanner of Payson had proposed to furnish a similar 
amount from the Payson Ward. Prest Taylor expressed his desire to 
obtain his [Taylor’s] written views on marriage which f A Elder 
Nuttall A had sent on the train in A his A my satchel. He [Nuttall] ,b tele- 
graphed to Bro. Z. Jacobs, conductor on Passenger train, and he 
asked of his" son Joseph [Nuttall] going north on freight train and 
obtained the same and brought it to mc - a t A him at A Provo, for which 
I Nie^was very thankful, f attended Priesthood meeting at 6 30 at the 
meeting house. Elder D[avid] John prayed, the usual business was 
transacted. Prest Taylor made a few remarks & introduced the sub- 
ject of his views on marriage & requested Elder Nuttall to read the 
same, which he did. 

[December 5, 1881; Monday] At 7.30 a.m. all the party, well in health, 
started by train for Salt Lake. 

While on the train Prests Taylor & Smith made an appropriation 
of $50.00 each in cash to Bro House & Bro C. Ostler of Nephi as an 
acknowledgment for their kindness and services with teams in our 
late trip South, which money was handed to Prest Geo Teasdale to 
hand to these brethren. Prest [Abraham O.] Smoot accompanied the 
President to Lehi. The Prest and party arrived at the City at 10. a.m. 
in good health and spirits. Found my family all well. 

[February 3, 1882; Friday] Prest John Taylor and party left by the 3 40 
p.m. train for Logan via Ogden. The party consists of Prest Taylor & 
wife Sophia, Prest Jos F. Smith & wife Sarah, Elder Lorenzo Snow, 
Erastus Snow, wife Minirva & son Levi, F[rancis] M. Lyman & wife, 
John H[enry] Smith, Moses Thatcher, Wm B. Preston, L. John 
Nuttall, C[harles] W. Penrose, Geo F. Gibbs, Edward Dalton, [and] 
two daughters of the late Robert L Campbell. While at Ogden A 15 
of A the party partook of supper and at 7 p.m. left by the Utah & 
Northern train. Arrived at Logan at 11. 

[February 4, 1882; Saturday] Prest Taylor arranged to visit the Temple 
at 1 1 a.m. whilst some of the brethren attended the Conference 
Meeting. Received a letter from Bro John Albiston of Richmond. 


36 The pronoun “he” is written over “I”. 
^ The word “his” is written over “my”. 
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At 1 1 a.m. Prest Taylor & the brethren visited the Temple and 
proposed such changes and improvements and gave other direc- 
tions as [to] the finishing as appeared necessary. It was ordered that 
the Windows of the Font room be cut down even with the floor to 
give more light. 

Conference convened at 10 a.m.... 

2 p.m.— meeting convened.... 

In the ev[e]ning Prest Taylor met with several of the brethren 
who called in. At 7 oclock C[harles] O. Card, T[ruman] O. Angell & 
Bro Quayle, also F[ranklin] D. Richards, called and Prest Taylor di- 
rected as to the [temple’s] Stairs, he wanted the tread wider & the 
step not so high, say a 13 inch tread & 6 or 614 in[ch] rise. Bro Angel 
was to make a draft or scale of the stairs as directed & submit the 
same. 8 I was quite unwell this afternoon & evening— with a sour 
stomach. Sister Taylor mixed me some Soda & water, afterwards a lit- 
tle brandy & water. I took more soda & water before going to bed. 
Spent a poor night. 

[February 5, 1882 ; Sunday ]\ felt some better but stayed in bed to rest 
as I was weak. At the meeting A at 10 a.m A Prest Smith & Elders 
[Franklin D.] Richards & E[rastus] Snow spoke. At 2 p.m. meeting 
Prest Taylor occupied the time. After meeting Prest Taylor & others 
of the brethren again visited the Temple & he further directed as to 
the stairs. After the morning meeting Elder F[rancis] M Lyman & 
J[ohn] H[enry] Smith & E[dward] Dalton drove to Millville where 
they held meeting in the afternoon & dedicated the new Meeting 
House. They returned in the evening. 

[February 6, 1882; Monday [The Party left by train for Ogden at 4 a.m. 
I felt much better this morning but yet weak. Arrived at Ogden at 
745. The party ofl3 took breakfast at the Railroad Hotel— afterwards 
walked up to Bro Ffranklin] D. Richards and took the morning train 
for Salt Lake City and arrived at 12 m. Found all well. 

[February 20, 1882; Monday] Sold my 100 shares in the Bullion Beck 
and Champion Mines to John Beck for 60.00 cash. He promised to 
make the amount $100.00 if the mine continued as at present. 

38 Each of the four spiral stairways has eighty steps leading to the upper floor. 
The two towers on the north have a combined 184 steps leading to the roof. See 
Olsen, Logan Temple, 122. 
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[August 4, 1882; Friday] Prest John Taylor and party left the City by 
3.40 train for Ogden. The party were as follows— 

Prest John Taylor & son John W, also daughters Ida and Leo- 
nora, Prest Jos F. Smith, Prest W[ilford] Woodruff & wife, F[ranklin] 
D. Richards, F[rancis] M. Lyman, Wife & child, J[ohn] H[enry] Smith 
& wife, L. John Nuttall, J[ohn] D. T. McAllister, Geo. F. Gibbs & wife, 
[and] David James. At Ogden & while waiting for the Utah & North- 
ern train, the party partook of supper at the Railroad Hotel. 

A special car was put on the train for the president & party where 
Elder E[rastus] Snow & wife Ffranklin] S. Richards & wife joined the 
party. At 7 p.m. started for Logan— sister Woodruff & Gibbs got off at 
Brigham & Elder L[orenzo] Snowjoined the party. Arrived at Logan 
at 10— where all were comfortably provided for on the train. Elder 
McAllister had an attack of nose bleed. 

[August 5, 1882; Saturday] Prest Taylor & the brethren visited the 
Temple and examined the work being done. Bro Davidjames wished 
some instruction in regard to where the water shall be had for use in 
the Temple— suggested that the water be obtained from a well or res- 
ervoir under the Temple bench. Prest Taylor proposed to examine 
into this matter and decide before leaving for home. 

[August 6, 1882; Sunday] Bro John W Hess & Bp I[saac] E D Zundell 
from the Malad Indian farm called and represented the needs & 
progress of A the A Indians. The School Teacher will need a house to 
live in. They have felt it better to not put on the addition to the meet- 
ing House as they will soon need the meeting House for the children 
at School. They want to build a house 28x16 feet— this matter will be 
further considered. 

At 4.30 Prests Taylor & Smith [and] Elders Wfilford] Woodruff, 
L[orenzo] Snow, E[rastus] Snow, F[ranklin] D Richards, Moses 
Thatcher, F[rancis] M Lyman, John Henry Smith, L. John Nuttall, 
F[ranklin] S. Richards, C[harles] O. Card, W[illiam] W. Taylor, John 
W. Taylor, Davidjames, W[illiam] B. Preston, [and] Samuel Roskelly 
met at Bro Thatcher’s residence. 

The matter of the probable passage of the amendment proposed 
by Congress, to give the appointment of County offices who become 
vacant by non election to the governor to fill, was talked over— it ap- 
pears that most of the County offices become vacant tomorrow as 
that is the day of Election. No action was taken. 
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Elder Samuel Roskelley was set apart to the Presidency of the 
High Priests quorum of the Cache Stake of Zion. Prest Smith mouth. 

Elder Francis Gunwell set apart as 1st Councilor to Prest S[am- 
uel] Roskell[e]y of the High Priests Quorum, Prest Woodruff Mouth. 

Elder George Barher set apart as 2nd councilor to Prest Sfamuel] 
Roskelley of the High Priests Quorum, Elder E[rastus] Snow mouth, 
assisted by Elders Ffranklin] D. Richards & Mfoses] Thatcher.... 

Before leaving Elder E[rastus] Snow asked Prest Taylor if he had 
any instructions for himself & Bro John H[enry] Smith in their visit 
to Emery County. He told them to use their own judgment and act in 
all matters as the spirit shall direct. 

[August 7, 1882; Monday] At 10 a.m. received the following: “The Sen- 
ate amendment to the Sundry civil appropriation Bill conferring 
upon the Governor of Utah authority to fill vacancies in the Local Of- 
ficers caused by failure to elect was concurred in by the House on Sat- 
urday. George Reynolds” 

Prest Taylor accompanied by Elder Mfoses] Thatcher, Aaron 
Farr & L. John Nuttall went to the Temple and through the build- 
ing-examined the paintingfs] and painting of the walls. In consider- 
ation of the furnishing of water it was decided to dig a well near the 
North East corner of the North exten[s]ion of the Temple as an ex- 
periment to furnishing water. 

Bro David James suggested that if the city will keep the water in 
the City Reservoir, a sufficient amount of water can be obtained 
through the 2 inch pipe already laid. This idea appeared favorable by 
[also] having a reservoir near the Temple to meet emergencies— but 
no further decision at present was arrived at. iJ 

The door frames to the creation room was so changed that the 
finish under the stairs can be more agreeable— It was also decided 
that the vail be placed East & west on the landing to the Celestial 
room, also that the floor of the landing be moved to a line with the 
corner & the door to the Tower room with a balustrade in front and 
that the 2 windows to the Sealing room in the Celestial [area] be low- 
ered down 18 inches to admit the light— also that the square in the 


39 The beginnings of a well were dug a few feet until it was deemed too difficult. 
In June 1883, a 3,600-gallon rain water collection tank was finished on the fifth floor of 
the temple. Later, in conjunction with the Logan and Richmond Canal Company, the 
church extended a lateral ditch to a canal in Logan Canyon. See Olsen, Logan Temple, 
106-08. 
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ceiling over the head of the stairs in the Telestial [area] he relieved by 
a proper circle and finish. 

[August 8, 1882; Tuesday] Started at 5 a.m. in 3 carriages up Logan 
Kanyon for Meadowville, Bear Lake Stake. While driving up the 
kanyon Elders [Moses] Thatcher, [Charles O.] Card & [George F.] 
Gibbs stayed back to catch some fish— the others drove to the Temple 
Saw Mill & partook of Dinner at 10.30 a.m. 

On the arrival of Bro Thatcher & Card with some 13 fish, dinner 
was prepared & partaken of. 

At Vi past 2 p.m. the following dispatch was received by horse- 
man from Logan, 

Salt Lake, Aug 8th 

Hon W[illiam] B. Preston, Logan 

Information received gives us great desire for Prest Tay- 
lor[’s] counsel— Please inform him. Bros Snow and Smith re- 
main here to-day. 

Jos. F. Smith. 

F[ranklin] D. Richards. 

Prest Taylor concluded that Bros [Francis M.] Lyman & Card & 
wives go on to Bear Lake and himself & others of party return to Lo- 
gan. 

[August 9, 1882; Wednesday] Started by Utah and Northern train at 
4 25 a.m— arrived at Ogden at 8 a.m. Prest Taylor and Elder M[oses] 
Thatcher went to Elder F[ranklin] D. Richards residence— Elder 
Nuttall awaited the arrival of the train from Salt Lake. Elders W[il- 
ford] Woodruff, F[ranklin] 1). Richards & Geo Reynolds arrived & all 
went to Bro Richards. A telegram received from Hon Geo Q Cannon 
on Tuesday 8th at noon, as follows, was read— 

Washington [D.C.] Aug 1882 

I, John Nuttall 

Salt Lake, “Despite my efforts Senate amendment giving 
governor power to appoint officers has prevailed. Wrote 
you Thursday. 

Geo f) Cannon.” 

Also letter bearing date August 3rd, received on the 8th from 
Prest Geo Q Cannon, was read. Prest Woodruff explain[e]d the pro- 
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ceedings of meetings which were held on Monday evening and on 
Tuesday at noon. Elder F[ranklin] D. Richardfs] read the proceed- 
ings of the senate as published in the Salt Lake Herald on the ap- 
pointment of Governor [Eli H.] Murray to fill vacancies through non 
election. 

It was suggested by F[ranklin] S. Richards to telegraph Judge 
J[eremiah] S. Black for his opinion in regard to the action of Con- 
gress 8c of the propriat as to the extent of the vacancies under the law, 
also in regard to opposing the Governors appointments. This matter 
was d[e]fer[r]ed till arrival at Salt Lake to see if Prest Cannon has tele- 
graphed home of his whereabouts— Prest Taylor & the brethren left 
by the 1010 train for Salt Lake except Elder Thatcher who was not 
feeling well & he returned to Logan.... 

The usual meeting of the Presidency and apostles was held at the 
Endowment House at 3 p.m. 

[August 18, 1882; Friday] At 7 oclock a.m. Prestjohn Taylor and party 
as follows, viz. Prest John Taylor & Son Frank, daughters Ida & 
Nettie, Prest W[ilford] Woodruff, wife & G[ran]ddaughter, Elder 
B[righam] Young [Jr.] & daughter, Elder Efrastus] Snow & wife Eliza- 
beth, Elder LJohn Nuttall & Geo F. Gibbs. 

Started by the Utah Central Railway for Nephi. Prests Geo. Q 
Cannon & Jos F Smith were at the depot to see the President off. Ar- 
rived at Nephi at 11.30 [and] was met at Depot by Prest George 
Teasdale and other brethren with teams & carriages. Prest Taylor A & 
Elder Nuttall, A & myself sister Barrett, Frank & Ida went to sister 
Pitchforths. Elder E[rastus] Snow attended the funeral services of 
Bro Jacob Byler’s son being held in the Meeting House, after din 
Receiv[e]d the following dispatch, Salt Lake, Aug 18th/82, 

Prestjohn Taylor. 

Bro Rich has a credit of over a thousand dollars as [per] the 
Trustee in Trust Ledger. 

Geo Reynolds. 

And sent the following, 

Nephi Aug 18/82 

“George Osmond, Paris [Idaho] 
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In regard to Bro Rich meet demands as far as practicable- 
hut not interfere with your necessities, if you cannot meet 
them he can draw on us. 

John Taylor.” 

Brest J[ohn] D. T. McAllister also telegraphed from Cedar [City] 
that he was much improved & had no more bleeding at the nose. 

On the train this morning there were a party of Presbyterians go- 
ing to Ephraim to hold a conference. 

At Nephi the manager of the A Sanpete Valley A [Utah Southern] 
Railroad had kindly arranged with Prest Teasdale to put A on A a bar 
for Prest Taylor & his party, so that we were not very comfortable, 
the Presbyterians & other passengers being carried on an open car. 
A Started from Nephi at 2.05 & A on arrival at Wales at A 4.1_5 p.m A 
were met by Bp Reese and a goodly number of the Saints at the De- 
pot. Prest [Canute] Petersen, Bp [Carl C. N.] Dorius, Bro Hansen & 
another Brother were also there with teams & carriages— also Apos- 
tle J[ohn] Hfenry] Smith. All being arra[n]g[e]d, Elders Snow Sc 
Smith drove to Springtown to hold meeting & Prest Taylor A & party A 
drove to Ephraim, our Presbyterian travelers also along in wagons in 
crossing the valley. Had a slight shower of rain— arrived at Ephraim at 
6 p.m. 

[August 19, 1882; Saturday J Aft] 5 oclock A Prest Taylor , A Prest 
[Wilford] Woodruff, Elders E[rastus] Snow, B[righam] Young [Jr.], 
Prest [Canute] Petersen, J[ohn] B Maiben, W[illiam] H Folsom, 
A[rthur] K. Thurber, L John Nuttall, Bp Anderson, C[yrus] H. 
Wheelock & Bro A Lars A Olsen met at Prest Petersens & talked over 
the names of 3 brethren & sisters to go to labor in the St George Tem- 
ple. Prest Peterson & wife & Bro A Lars A Olsen of Ephraim having 
been spoken to about going to the Temple, it was deemed proper & 
on motion of Prest Woodruff decided that they do not go at present. 
Prest Peterson was requested to call and nominate the 3 brethren & 
sisters needed— the question as to the probable time of completion 
of the [Manti] Temple was spoken of. Prest Taylor suggested that we 
could not decide on this matter A now A , better to work along as we 
can, and as circumstances will warrant. 41 


41 The Manti temple took over eleven years to construct, cost approximately $1 
million, and was dedicated in May 1888. See Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom, 339. 
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Elder James C Snow & wife called on Prest Taylor, and he ex- 
plained his circumstances and in regard to the complaints of his wife 
at Provo. Prest Taylor, after having considered the matter, gave him 
encouraging words & blessed him and his wife. 

Prest George Q Cannon & Elderjohn H[enry] Smiths wife Sarah 
came by train to Wales & by team to A Ephraim to A day— and arrived 
at 6.25. The evening was spent at Prest Petersens in conversation on 
Washington, D.C.] affairs & c. The Utah Commissioners arrived at 
Salt Lake City on Friday Evening. 4 " 

[August 20, 1882; Sunday] Prest Taylor directed an appropriation of 
$50.00 to Sister Sophia Hyde (wife of the late Elder Orson Hyde) 
now residing at Provo to be drawn at the Provo Tithing office in aid 
of the support of herself & family. 

[August 21, 1882; Monday] Elders W[ilford] Woodruff, E[rastus] 
Snow, B[righam] Young [Jr.],J[ohn] H[enry] Smith, LJohn Nuttall, 
W[illiam] H Folsom & J[ohn] B. Maiben met with Prests Taylor & 
Cannon at BroJ[ohn] B. Maibens residence— several matters were 
spoken of. 

Just before closing the conversation Prest Taylor said, [“]Many 
men seem to ignore the authority of the Priesthood. Now if I know 
my heart and I think I do, it is that I have no private or personal ends 
to gain only as God shall require of me— I am desirous to know his 
will and then do it. The Twelve should uphold and sustain Bro 
Woodruff as their President. By this means he will know how to di- 
rect— and so with all the other quorums and the Twelve to the First 
Presidency. The feeling seems to be growing among the people of 
insubordination and this is very detrimental to the interest of the 
Kingdom. [”] 

After which teams & carriages being prepared, the brethren & 
sisters of the party drove to the Temple and Prest Taylor directed 
with the brethren as to the arrangements of the rooms & Stairways. 

At 3 p.m. Prests Taylor, Cannon & Woodruff, Elder A E Snow, A 


42 The Edmunds Act became law in March 1882. It provided for a five-member 
committee, appointed by the president of the United States, to register voters and is- 
sue certificates of election. The first commissioners were Alexander Ramsey, Algernon 
S. Paddock, George L. Godfrey, Ambrose B. Carlton, and James R. Pettigrew, with Ar- 
thur L. Thomas as secretary. See Joseph Fielding Smith, Essentials in Church History 
(Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1974), 483. 


90 



“We Bade Adieu to the Good Saints 


B[righam] Young [Jr.], J[ohn] H. Smith, L. J[ohn] Nuttall, Canute 
Petersen, W[illiam] H. Folsom & J[ohn] B. Maiben met at Bro 
Maiben’s and considered as to the title of the springs that supplies 
the Temple with water. It was decided that as the Government title 
has arrived & Bro [William K.] Barton is ready to make the deed, 
therefore he having been paid the full amount to have the deed 
made to Bro John B Maiben & he [to] secure the Trustee in Trust by 
deeds 8c papers, that Elder L. J[ohn] Nuttall will make out A deeds A 
and forward to Manti for the signatures of Bro Barton & Bro 
Maiben. 4 ' 

On a question from Bro E. Snow, Prest Taylor thought it would 
be proper that the Tithing offices & lots be held by the local or ward 
organizations as gotten up under Law, for we should be willing to 
sustain our Bishops, Presidents and High Councils as we expect 
them to sustain us. 

Elder E[rastus] Snow asked the mind of Prest Taylor in regard to 
his going directly home to St George in consequence of the sickness 
of his wife Artemesia who has been attacked with apoplexy— Prest 
Taylor felt it would be proper for him to return home as speedily as 
possible. At 5 p.m. the teams & carriages being ready, the party 
started for Ephraim & arrived in good season after a pleasant drive. 1 
was quite unwell in my health this evening, had to vomit but could 
not. 

[August 22, 1882; Tuesday] After breakfast A the party A started at 7 
a.m. for Wales— the Presbyterians in wagons ... acted similarly as on 
the outward trip trying to pass & repass until they run into a slough 
which we avoided and drove to the station at Wales without any fur- 
ther annoyance, having had a splendid drive for 1 '/a hours. At 9 05 we 
bade our brethren adieu.... Received a telegram from Elder Geo 
Reynolds in regard to the action of the Utah Commission & resolu- 
tion as to holding an Election for Delegate to Congress. At 2 p.m. af- 
ter partaking of dinner & taking a rest, the company left by the Utah 
Central train at 2 p.m. And arrived at the City at 6 30 all well in health 
and spirits. 

[August 23, 1882; Wednesday] The usual meeting of the Presidency 

43 On July 17, 1878, Barton, who owned the property, sold it for $2,500 to the 
trustee-in-trust of the LDS Church. 
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and apostles was held at the Endowment House at 2 A 30 A p.m. Prest 
Taylor had a private interview with Elder W Evans. 

[August 24, 1882; Thursday] Elders John W Hess & Geo. W Hill called 
on Prest Taylor regarding Indian matters. Bro Hill reported his late 
mission in the mountains East as far as the Uintah Reservation. 44 He 
also reported that A somc of A the Indians at Fort Hall have the Small 
pox in their camps. Prest Taylor instructed him in view of the prox- 
imity of small pox to some of our northern settlements that he go 
and vaccinate the Indians on the Malad farm. 

[August 25, 1882; Friday] Elder Lorenzo Snow called on Prest Taylor 
and had conversation regarding the rules issued by the Utah Com- 
mission. 

Prest Taylor sent for Prests Cannon & Smith to consider the pro- 
priety of holding a meeting to consider the situation. A meeting was 
called and held at the Endowment House at 12 m. 

Elder Henry Crow had a interview with Prest Taylor at the 
Gardo House regarding the building of the new paper mill. Prest 
Taylor gave him instructions about the workmens wages. 

In the afternoon Prests Taylor & Smith decided that bath tubs at 
Logan Temple shall be 6V2 feet long for Males and 6 feet long for 
Females— 24 inches wide at top, 21 inches wide at bottom, 20 inches 
deep, the flare to be in front. This decision was telegraphed to Logan. 

Prest Taylor also attended to his correspondence— 

The Utah commission adopted 9 rules for the appointment and 
government of Registrars and Election matters which were published. 

[August 26, 1882; Saturday] Meeting of the Presidency— Apostles and 
others at the Endowment House at 1 1 a.m. 

A Elder James E Talmage was set apart to go East & study the Sci- 
ences at Philadelphia. Elder Samuel Bryson received his letter of 
appointm[en]t as a missionary to the United States. A 

[August 28, 1882; Monday] The Presidency, Apostles & others met at 
the Endowment House at 10 a.m. 

In the afternoon Prests Taylor, Cannon & Smith at the office. 

44 In 1861 Abraham Lincoln signed an executive order establishing the Uintah- 
Ouray Reservation in the Uintah Basin for Utah and Colorado Ute Indians. This was 
ratified by the U.S. Congress in 1865. The reservation is located mostly in Duchesne 
County. 
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The proposition of Elder Nephi W. Clayton to purchase so much of 
the Homestead of the family of the late Wm Clayton, his father, as 
now belongs to the Church was considered. On motion it was de- 
cided to accept the proposition submitted and Prest Smith was re- 
quested to have the proper deeds and papers drawn and properly ex- 
ecuted. 

Elders M[oses] Thatcher, C[harles] W. Penrose & W[arren] N. 
Dusenberry called and submitted certain instructions which had 
been drafted for the use of the Territorial and Central Committees 
which were read by Bro Penrose and were adopted as follows. 

Supt W[illiam] H. Folsom of Manti Temple called and left plans 
of part of interior of the Temple for examination. 

[August 30, 1882; Wednesday] The Presidency, Apostles & others met 
at the Endowment House at 10 a.m., after which the usual meeting of 
the Presidency and Apostles was held. 

In the afternoon an address to the members of the Church by 
the First Presidency was approved, signed and printed. 4 ’ 

Prests Taylor & Cannon at the office. 

It was decided that the Deed for the Springs to supply water for 
the Manti Temple be made to Brojohn B. Maiben & a deed from him 
to W[illiam] H. Folsom with Security to the Trustee-in-Trust. 

Elder M[ilford] B Shipp called and stated his desires to go East to 
prosecute his medical Studies & asked for letters of appointment as a 
missionary— which was granted to him. 

Elder James H Moyle being desirous to go to Ann Harbor, Mich- 
igan, to Study Law and having previously spoken to Prest Cannon 
pertaining thereto, called to learn Prest Taylor’s mind on the matter. 


45 Historian James Clark explained the background: “This Address to the mem- 
bers of the Church by the First Presidency was issued to clarify the course that mem- 
bers of the Church should take under this new law [Edmunds Act] and Commission,” 
which declared polygamy a felony, disenfranchised polygamists, held polygamists ineli- 
gible to hold public office, and required all voters to sign a document affirming that 
they were monogamists. The address pointed to a technicality in wording which the 
First Presidency believed allowed Mormons in good conscience to sign the voter docu- 
ment. See James R. Clark, ed., Messages of the First Presidency of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, 6 vols. (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1965-70), 2:342-47. Not long 
thereafter, the commission rephrased the document to leave no question that the law 
was intended to quell the Latter-day Saint marriage system. See B. H. Roberts, A Com- 
prehensive History of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 6 vols. (Salt Lake City: 
Deseret News, 1930), 6:74. 
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Prest Taylor spoke his mind quite freely and afterwards Prests Taylor 
& Cannon blessed him in conformity with his desires. 

[August 31, 1882; Thursday] Elders John T. Caine, HJiram] A B A 
Clawson & D[avid] McKenzie called and asked Prest Taylor’s mind in 
regard to supplying the Theatre with [a] Steam Heating apparatus 
which will cost from $3000.00 to $3500.00. Prest Taylor proposed to 
consider the matter & decide. 

David James called and presented a letter from Architect T[ru- 
man] O Angell Jr asking as to the covering of the domes of the Tow- 
ers of Logan T emple whether to be of Copper or Tin— after consider- 
ation it was decided to make the covering of Tin. 

Supt W[illiam] H. Folsom called and submitted a letter asking 
an appropriation of Wheat &c for the Manti Temple. Upon consid- 
eration it was decided to appropriate— 2000 Bushels of Wheat, 500 
Bushels of Oats, $100000 on ZCMI in m[erchan]d[i]se, $50000 to be 
drawn now and 50000 at October Conference, $40000 in cloth at 
Beaver Factory, $60000 in cloth at Washington Factory, in Beef Cattle 

Elder W[ilford] Woodruff & Bfrigham] Young [Jr.] started for 
Wasatch Co today. 

The brethren examined the plan submitted by Supt Folsom of 
the interior rooms of the Temple. Many suggestions were made but 
final decision was d[e]ffered for the present. 

The question of Bro Frank Y. Taylor being engaged to assist 
Supt Folsom as architect in the employ of the Church was consid- 
ered— on motion it was decided that Bro Taylor be so engaged and 
that his Salary be fixed for the Present at $60.00 per month, his 
aejeount] to be opened at the Trustee in Trusts office. The names of 
the Co Registrars were published today. 

[September 1, 1882; Friday j Admiral Aslanbeg off of the Russian Fleet 
in the Pacific Ocean call[e]d on Prest Taylor who drove out with the 
Admiral in his carriage in the afternoon. 

After which Prest Taylor & wives Jane, Mary & Maggie drove to 
Prest Geo Q Cannons residence to attend a social gathering of friends 
at the invitation of Prest Cannon & family & spend the evening. 

The Utah Commission promulgated another order today in re- 
gard to Polygamists registering and voting. 


94 


[September 2, 1882; Saturday] Elders John & Geo W Snell called on 



We Bade Adieu to the Good Saints” 


Prest Taylor this morning in regard to the Sale of some land in Little 
Cottonwood Kanyon. 

After which Prests Taylor & Smith drove out to Little Cotton- 
wood Kanyon. 

Prest Cannon at the office all day attending to his private busi- 
ness. 

Prest Wm R Smith called. At the request of Bp L E Harrington 
he was authorized to pay to the poor of his ward $10000 & to the Indi- 
ans $25.00 and an order issued therefor. 

Prests Taylor & Smith returned this evening from their visit to 
Little Cottonwood having examined into the claims of the Bros Snell 
to lands on which the Church Quarry is located. 

[October 8, 1882; Sunday / 46 Elder Erastus Snow testified that Joseph 
Smith was the sixth angel spoken of in the Revelations; It was so re- 
vealed in the Kirtland [Ohio] Temple. 

[October 14, 1882; Saturday] At a Meeting of the First Presidcy, Apos- 
tles & Prests of Stak[e]s held at Prest Taylors office, Sfalt] L[ake] City, 
Oct 14, 1882 at 10 a.m. 

The Revelation given throug[h] Prest John Taylor [illegible] 8c 
read A and read A to the 17 Apostles— was read to the meeting. 4 

46 The entries for October 8, 14, 1882, are not in Nuttall’s diary but in the min- 
utes of meetings he recorded, located in his papers at BYU. 

47 The words “to the” are written over an illegible word. 

48 The following transcription of Taylor’s revelation is taken from a manuscript 
copy in Nuttall’s papers: 

“Revelation given through President John Taylor at Salt Lake City, Utah Territory 

“October 13th 1882. Friday morning— 

“Thus saith the Lord to the Twelve, and to the Priesthood and People of my 
Church: Let my servants George Teasdale and Heber J. Grant be appointed to fill the 
vacancies in the Twelve, that you may be fully organized and prepared for the labors 
devolving upon you, for you have a great work to perform; and then proceed to fill up 
the presiding Quorum of Seventies, and assist in organizing that body of my Priest- 
hood who are your co-laborers in the ministry. You may appoint Seymour B. Young to 
fill up the vacancy in the presiding Quorum of Seventies, if he will conform to my law; 
for it is not meet that men who will not abide my law shall preside over my Priesthood; 
and then proceed forthwith and call to your aid my assistance that you may require 
from among the Seventies to assist you in your labors in introducing and maintaining 
the Gospel among the Lamanites throughout the land. And then let High Priests be se- 
lected, under the direction of the First Presidency, to preside over the various organi- 
zations that shall exist among this people; that those who received the Gospel may be 
taught in the doctrines of my Church and in the ordinances and laws thereof, and also 
in the things pertaining to my Zion and my Kingdom, saith the Lord, that they may be 
one with you in my Church and in my Kingdom. 
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President Taylor refer[r]ing to the Revelation upon Celestial 
Marri[a]ge said[: “]When this principle [w]as first made known to us 
by Joseph Smith, it was in Nauvoo [Illinois], and many of you will re- 
member the place very well. We were assembled in the little office 
over the brick store, there being present Bros Bfrigham] Young, 
Heber C. Kimball, Orson Hyde & myself. Bro Willard Richards may 
have been present too, but I am not positive. Upon that occasion, Jo- 
seph Smith laid before us the 49 whole principle pertain[in]g to that 
doctrine, and we believed it. Having done this Joseph felt, as he said, 
that he had got a big burden rolled off his shoulders. He felt the re- 


“Let the Presidency of my Church be one in all things; and let the Twelve also be 
one in all things; and let them all be one with me as I am one with the Father. 

“And let the High Priests organize themselves, and purify themselves, and pre- 
pare themselves for this labor, and for all other labors that they may be called upon to 
fulfill. 

“And let the Presidents of Stakes also purify themselves, and the Priesthood and 
People of the Stakes over which they preside, and organize the Priesthood in the their 
various de p a r tm e n ts Stakes according to my law, in all the various departments there- 
of, in the High Councils, in the Elders Quorums, and in the Bishops and their Coun- 
cils, and in the Quorums of Priests, Teachers and Deacons; that every Quorum may be 
fully organized according to the order of my Church; and, then, let them inquire into 
the standing and fellowship of all that hold my Holy Priesthood in their several Stakes; 
and if they find those that are unworthy let them remove them, except they repent; for 
my Priesthood, whom I have called and whom I have sustained and honored, shall 
honor me and obey my laws, and the laws of my Holy Priesthood, or they shall not be 
considered worthy to hold my Priesthood, saith the Lord. And let my Priesthood hum- 
ble themselves before me, and seek not their own will but my will; for if my Priesthood 
whom I have chosen, and called, and endowed with the Spirit and gifts of their several 
callings, and with the power thereof, do not acknowledge me I will not acknowledge 
them, saith the Lord; for I will be honored and obeyed by my Priesthood. And, then, I 
call upon my Priesthood, and upon all of my people to repent of all their sins and 
shortcomings, or their covetousness and pride, and self will, and of all their iniquities 
wherein they sin against me; and to seek with all humility to fulfil my law, as my Priest- 
hood, my Saints, and my people; and I call upon the heads of families to put their 
house in order according to the law of God, and attend to the various duties and re- 
sponsibilities associated therewith, and to purify themselves before me, and to purge 
out iniquity from their households. And I will bless and be with you, saith the Lord; 
and ye shall gather together in your holy places wherein ye assemble to call upon me, 
and ye shall ask for such things as are right, and I will hear your prayers, and my Spirit 
and power shall be with you, and my blessing shall rest upon you, upon your families, 
your dwellings and your households, upon your flocks and herds and fields, your or- 
chards and vineyards, and I will be your God; and your enemies shall not have domin- 
ion over you, for I will preserve you and confound them, saith the Lord, and they shall 
not have power nor dominion over you; for my word shall go forth, and my work shall 
be accomplished, and my Zion shall be established, and my rule and my power and my 
dominion shall prevail among my people, and all nations shall yet acknowledge me. 
Even so, Amen.” 

49 The article “the” is repeated. 
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sponsibility of that matter resting heavily upon him. Notwithstand- 
ing, however, that we received the princ[i]ple & believed it, yet we 
were in no great hurry to enter into it. Sometime after this, I was rid- 
ing out of Nauvoo when I met Joseph coming in. We met in the old 
graveyard— if any of you remember the place— and I moved to Bro Jo- 
seph and he moved to me, I think we were both on horseback, but of 
that I am not sure. Said he, ‘Bro Taylor stop’ and I stopped. He 
looked me right in the eye, and spoke with all the solemnity that I 
ever heard him speak[;] said he: ‘Brother Taylor, that principle has 
got to be complied with forthwith; and if not, the Key will be 
[returned.’ He had told us before that if this principle was not en- 
tered into, the Kingdom could not go one step further. Well now that 
was a singular Kind of a statem[e]nt to make. Why? We had not made 
covenants that would reach into eternity. We were married to our 
wives only until death did us part. And if we could not enter into cove- 
nants that the Gods had entered into in the eternal worlds of what 
use was our religion? We had got, it is true, the first principles of the 
Gospel— doctrines that were very good to live by, but would not do to 
die by, or be resurrected by. And in regard to the attitude of people 
against us now, why we have nothing of that kind to give up or sacri- 
fice. No, they may chop us into a thousand pieces, any one among us, 
we could not do it, and we [w]ould not do it. Well I thought I would 
refer to this at the present time. Afterwards, I had the principle made 
manifest to me definitely and positively, so that I knew, and I have 
never had a particle of doubt sincej”] 

The 3 & 4 verses of the Revelati[on] on the Entering of the Mar- 
riage Covenant, Sec 132, D&C, having been read, Prest Taylor said, 
[“]Now the question arize s would arise are men— the President of the 
Church, The Twelve & others— men holding the holy Priesthood who 
do not enter into this order, fit to preside over the Priesthood. 

And why[?] If a man is not going to obtain an exaltation in the ce- 
lestial Kingdom of God is he fit to preside over a priesthood that are 
expected to go there? These are questions for us to ask.[”] 

The 5 & 6th verses were read. Prest Taylor said these are very 
important things and they bring these matters home to us. It is prop- 
er that we should comprehend these things. We are not at liberty to 
rece[i]ve such principles as God imparts as pleases ourselves [and] 
to [disregard the others & then claim blessings from the hand of 
God. 
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[May 4, 1883; Friday] Prest Taylor & party left Salt Lake City by the 
3.40 p.m. train for Logan via Ogden on a special car kindly furnished 
by Suptjohn Sharp. There were of the party, Prestjohn Taylor & Son 
Ebenezer & daughter Leonora, Prest Geo Q Cannon, W[ilford] 
Woodruff, A[lbert] Carrington & wife, L. John Nuttall, Angus M. 
Cannon, John Irvine, Geo W. Hill, David James, Joshua Terry, [and] 
Dan Weggeland. On arrival at Ogden partook of supper and were 
joined by Elder F[ranklin] D. Richards & Bro Stowell A & Geo 
Halliday A and at Brigham [City], Elder Lforenzo] Snow joined us. 
On arrival at Logan at 11 p.m. Prest W[illiam] B. Preston and breth- 
ren met the party & soon had them provided for. 

[May 5, 1883; Saturday] After meeting the brethren proceeded to the 
Temple and decided as to the height of the stands in the Upper 
Room, also that the garden [room] be painted in Oil— directed Bros 
[Charles O.] Card & [Truman O.] Angell to figure and estimate the 
capacity of a tank or reservoir at the north side of the Engine house 
sufficiently large to hold water enough for use in freezing weather. 

[May 6, 1883; Sunday] At 1 p.m. Prest Taylor & brethren as follows, 
Prest Cannon, W[ilford] Woodruff, Lforenzo] Snow, Ffranklin] D. 
Richards, A[lbert] Carrington, M[oses] Thatcher, L. J[ohn] Nuttall, 
Afngus] M. Cannon, W[illiam] B. Preston, C[harles] O Card— [Fran- 
cis A.] Hammond, Thos E. Ricks, Geo W Hill, Joshua Terry, Bp 
I[saac] E. D Zundle, Amos R. Wright, [and] John W. Hess. 

Prest Taylor referred to the matter of the Indians, the “Ban- 
nocks” and “Shoshonees”— one of the Bannock Chiefs had called 
upon him. 

Elder L[orenzo] Snow stated that quite a number of those Indi- 
ans have been baptized and not much if anything else has been done. 
It has been thought best to colonize them & call men to go into their 
midst. 

Prest Taylor said it must be understood that we do not expect to 
feed and clothe all the Indians who are baptized. They must make 
provisions among themselves in all those matters and we will teach 
them what to do and how to live— we do not expect to be able to care 
A & provide A for all the Indians the same as those at “Washakie,” 
“Thistle Valley” & “Deep Cheek”]; ] these places are formed and sus- 
tained more as normal schools— and then engage those who are qual- 
ified to go among the several tribes. 50 


98 



We Bade Adieu to the Good Saints” 


Elder Richards asked if it is proper if circumstances will permit 
to organize some of the Indians into a ward or wards in charge of 
some good Indians. 

Bp Wright thought it would be best to have some white breth- 
ren go among them & stay with them as they needed council all the 
time. 

Further consideration of this question was d[e]ffered till 7 
oclock this evening.... 

Meeting at the House of Elder M Thatcher at 7 p.m.— present 
Prests Taylor & Cannon, Apostles L[orenzo] Snow, Ffranklin] D. 
Richards & M[oses] Thatcher, [and] W[illiam] B. Preston, L. John 
Nuttall, Thos E. Ricks, John Hess, Geo W. Hill, I[saac] E. D. Zundell, 
Amos R. Wright, [and] Joshua Terry. The question of organizing the 
Indians was considered. 

Prest Taylor referred to the visits of several Indians at various 
times and of their desires to be baptized[:] “I know that it is our duty 
to preach the gospel A to these peoples A and if we don’t do it, some- 
body else will— they are ready for the ministration of the Elders. [”] 

Bro Wright said he did not think that the Indians knew any A - 
thing A about the Gospel— we can baptize them and they are now as 
much our friends as they know how to be but as A to A a knowledge of 
these things they are very ignorant. It is necessary for some of our 
brethren to go among them & teach them— I am ready & willing to be 
doing something for these Indians, but how this is to be done I don’t 
Know. It would be a good plan for a number of our young men to 
learn the language of these Indians. 

Prest Taylor said these Indians are a remnant of the House of Is- 
rael and the Book of Mormon says when this record shall come forth 
they will be prepared to received it. 51 Now I feel that it is our duty to 
preach the Gospel to them— to organize them and stay with them and 
instruct them. ' 


50 Mormons established schools to educate Native Americans in farming and 
stock raising. 

51 See 3 Ne. 21 in the Book of Mormon. 

52 An 1882 revelation to John Taylor initiated a renewed emphasis on proselytiz- 
ing Native Americans. The revelation conferred the primary responsibility on the Sev- 
enty. A few days later, Taylor expressed his disapproval “to simply baptize them and 
then let them run wild again.” He urged that the “same devoted effort; the same care 
in instructing; the same organization of the Priesthood, must be introduced and main- 
tained among the house of Lehi as amongst those of Israel gathered from among the 
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Elder Geo. W. Hill gave his experience & suggested marrying 
among them— Elder Terry also gave his experience, he knew that the 
time had come for the Shoshonees to be visited as they are ready for 
the Gospel. Many have been baptized. There are opportunities for 
the brethren to settle near to but off the reservation, where the Indi- 
ans can go and visit them. He is willing & desirous to go among those 
Indians. 

No further action was taken— dismissed. 

[May 7, 1883; Monday] At Bro. M[oses] Thatchers house the follow- 
ing providings were had— A present Prests John Taylor & Cannon, 
M[oses] Thatcher, L John Nuttall, Solomon Lundberg & Emma 
Lundberg East— A on Investigation of the matters of difference be- 
tween Bro E. W. East & his wife Emma Lundberg East. On her com- 
plaint, it appears that Bro E[ast] has not made any provisions for the 
support of herself & child, that he has removed to Smithville in Ari- 
zona. On his going away he did not ask her to accompany him & on 
his selling his property at Salt Lake he merely advanced her $25.00 
and during the last 6 years he has only provided her with $5000 addi- 
tional of the support of herself and daughter. Apostle M. Thatcher 
stated that he had an interview with Bro East while at Smithville in 
December 1882 and related to him a conversation had between his 
wife & Prest Taylor while at Logan last November wherein she made 
similar statements to the above— which statements Bro Thatcher says 
Bro East did not contradict. 

Therefore on the absence of a Bishop’s Court to hear and deter- 
mine this case it is thought proper by Apostle Moses Thatcher, Prest 
Geo Q Cannon & Prest John Taylor that a decree in Divorce be 
granted to these parties. 

[May 8, 1883; Tuesday] Arose at 3.L5 a.m. and drove to the Depot. 
The President & party left by train at 4.20 and arrived at Ogden at 
8. 15— took breakfast at the R[ail] R[oad] Hotel— and at 10.10 by train 
Utah Central to Salt Lake at 12 m. Found all at home in good health. 

[June 21, 1883; Thursday] The Council House was burned this morn- 
ing coming at 1215 oclock.’ 5 

Gentile nations” (qtd. in Armand L. Mauss, All Abraham’s Children: Changing Mormon 
Conceptions of Race and Lineage [Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2003], 66). 

53 Again, this entry is not in Nuttall’s diary but in his papers at BYU. The Coun- 
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[August 11, 1883; Saturday] Prest Taylor, Son Ezra and daughter 
Anne (Mrs A[lonzo] E. Elyde), Prest Cannon & wife, Prest Jos F 
Smith, Elders LJohn Nuttall, E[lijah] F. Sheets, John Irvine, Bp John 
Sharp, sister Grant, A[nthony] W. Ivins, Bp Thos Ricks & Nathan 
Ricks left by the 7.15 a.m. train for Logan, stayed at Ogden 2 
hours— walked to the Tithing office & back. By the courtesy of Bp 
John Sharp a special car was put on the Utah & Northern R[ail] 
R[oad] for the President & party and at 10.30 started & arrived at Lo- 
gan at 2T5 a.m. Was met at Mendon by Prest C[harles] O. Card— the 
party were all provided for, in a short time. Prest Taylor at Bro 
M[oses] Thatchers, Prest Cannon at Bro Cards, Prest Smith at Bro 
[Charles] Nibleys. About l A> past 3 p.m. an accident happened at the 
Temple where John Knowles of Logan had his ankle dislocated & 
otherwise cut and bruised— also Julius Smith of Brigham was cut & 
bruised. They were engaged plastering A in the west tower A & the 
scaffold gave way. Their injuries were not considered dangerous— al- 
though they fell some 45 feet. Spent the evening at Bro M[oses] 
Thatchers in conversation. The obtaining of Lumber for the St. 
George Temple being the principal topic. 

[August 13, 1883; Monday] Prest Taylor & party drove to the [Logan] 
Temple and examined the whole building [and] gave directions ... in 
regard to the Seats in the Stands in the upper Room. 

Afterwards called at ZCMI building & went through each depart- 
ment. 

At 4 p.m. drove to the IJ[ nitedj 0[rder] Foundry & passed 
through it, then to Lundberg & Garffs Carpenter Shops where Bro 
Garff explained the workings of each piece of the machinery— then 
we drove to the U[nited] 0[rder]. Saw Mill and afterwards to the 
Church farm & returned in the evening having enjoyed the ride. 

Prest Taylor directed the payment of one half of the expenses of 
fare of Elder Nathan Ricks from New Zealand & Elder James Jack was 
notified by letter accordingly. 

Prest Woodruff arrived at Logan with his wife from Smithfield 
to accompany the President & party who propose to start at 6 oclock 
tomorrow morning for Meadowville. 


cil House, completed in 1850 at South Temple and Main Street in Salt Lake City, 
housed the original territorial legislature and library and was used for staging temple 
ceremonies until the Endowment House was built five years later. It was also where 
the Council of Fifty met (see, e.g., Bancroft, History of Utah, 292, 583, 710). 
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[August 17, 1883; Friday] At the close of the meeting [in Bloom- 
ington, Idaho,] drove to Paris [Idaho] and on arrival Prest Taylor & 
brethren called on Apostle Charles C. Rich at his residence— found 
him very feeble and much reduced in his person. He was so over- 
powered at seeing the brethren he could not talk, but wept with 
pleasure. 

After greeting him, Prest Taylor drove to Prest [William] Budges 
residence & the party were all comfortably provided for. 

We received letters and telegrams from Salt Lake City. 

In the evening the First Presidency met and considered the pro- 
gram for the further visits among the Saint[s], but did not conclude 
on this matter till tomorrow morning. Answered telegrams from El- 
der Geo Reynolds in regard to applications of sister Harper & sister 
Johnson for admission to the Deseret Hospital 54 — also telegram from 
Prest M[arriner] W. Merrill in relation to the application of Mr 
Kimball of the Union Pacific Railway Company for 500 men to labor 
on the U[nion] P[acific] R[ail] R[oad] in Colorado for 90 days. 53 Let- 
ters from Prest J[ohn] D. T. McAllister of St George and Bishop Wm 
King of Kingston were considered and answered. 

[August 18, 1883; Saturday ] The First Presidency met and concluded 
on the programme for the next week and sent telegrams were sent 
to Suptjohn Sharp of the Utah Central Railroad, also to Prest Wm W 
Cluff of Summit Stake, also to Prest A[bram] Hatch of Wasatch 
stake. 

An appropriation was made in behalf of the Logan Temple of 
2000 bushels of Tithing Wheat, and 1000 bushels of Tithing Oats, 
and a letter was so directed & mailed to Supt. C[harles] O. Card. 

[August 19, 1883; Sunday] At 4.30 p.m. Prests Taylor, Cannon & 
Smith, Prest [William] Budge & Elder Nuttall met at Prest Budge’s 
residence, also Elder Perry Nebeker & Joseph Irwin. 

At which time the actions of Bro Nebeker in striking from the 

54 The first LDS church-sponsored hospital in Utah opened its doors in July 1882. 
Mostly women were employed, and new inductees were called, set apart, and blessed 
by church leaders. See Encyclopedia of Mormonism, s.v., “Deseret Hospital.” 

55 Stake boards of trade acquired contracts for railroad construction. These 
group contracts were designed to counteract the monopolistic Union Pacific Railroad 
in Utah. The Utah Northern, Southern Pacific, and Denver & Rio Grande Western 
Railroads were built, in part, through these contracts. See Arrington, Great Basin 
Kingdom, 248. 
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[voter] Registry list the name of a Brother at Laketown who had been 
reported as having taken another wife— he acting as U.S. Registrar— 
was considered. 

Bro Nebeker plead ignorance of his action. 

Bro Irwin stated that he had talked with, and advised Bro Neb- 
eker not to take the course he did. 

Prest Taylor spoke in a positive and deprecating manner to Bro 
Nebeker. He did not sanction, and could not sanction his action. He 
had no right to do as he had done— and if he A was living right and A 
would take a correct course he would not get into such places— it is 
too much trimming to [suit the] gentiles. Read a portion of the Reve- 
lation on Celestial Marriage and commented upon it in an ernest 
manner. 

Prest Smith also gave his views on the matter and what course he 
would have taken had he been in Bro Nebekers position. 

Prest Cannon also gave his views and suggested that Bro Nebek- 
er take a course to make his conduct clear before all who have been 
injured and had feelings toward him on account of his action. 

Prest Taylor referred the matter to Prest Budge & the local 
Priesthood. 

Prest Taylor directed that an order [be] issue[d] on Bp Geo Os- 
mond in favor of Elder Moroni Pratt of Meadowville for 1500 in 
Tithing Produce— also that he be paid 1000 in cash from the mission- 
ary fund to reimburse him in payment of his fare from his Mission in 
Indiana. The above order was issued & the 10.00 paid. 

[August 20, 1883; Monday] At 9 a.m. Prests Cannon & Smith, A Prest 
Woodruff & wife'' & Bp [Elijah F.] Sheets started for Liberty [Idaho] 
to hold meeting at 10 a.m. & at Ovid [Idaho] at 2 p.m. 

Prest Taylor & daughter, Elder Nuttall & Sister Cannon called 
on Apostle C[harles] C. Rich. Found him in bed and quite feeble, not 
able to speak to be understood. Sat with him for a while, then Prest 
Taylor blest him and bade him adieu— afterwards called on Sister Jos 
C Rich & family, thence to Bp George Spencers residence & visited 
with him, wife & family for a short time, then back to Bro [William] 
Budges when Prest Taylor took a rest.... 

At 1 p.m. Elderjohn Irvine & Ezra Taylor went by team to Ovid & 
Montpelier [Idaho] to accompany Prest Jos F. Smith to Soda Springs 
[Idaho] this evening & hold meeting there, to return to Montpelier 
tomorrow morning. 
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In the evening received general news from Salt Lake City and 
announ[cin]g the death of Hon Jeremiah S Black yesterday.... 

Prests Cannon, Smith & Woodruff & Bp [Elijah] Sheets returned 
at 9 30 from Montpelier having attended meeting there and at Ovid 
& Liberty. Prest Smith & Elders Irvine & Ezra Taylor had concluded 
it best not to visit Soda Springs hence [illegible] Elder Daniel Lair of 
Soda was so notified this afternoon by Telephone to Montpelier & by 
telegram from there to Soda Springs. 

[August 21, 1883; Tuesday] Prest Taylor & party all well. After break- 
fast at 9 oclock all started by team from Paris [Idaho] for the Railroad 
at Montpelier [Idaho].... Arrived at Granger [?] at 4.20. Here re- 
ceived telegrams in answer to those sent this morning from Paris & 
Montpelier to Bro Richard Fry at Morgan. Took supper on the car as 
we had to wait for the West bound Union Pacific train which was 
some 3 hours late— at 1145 p.m. started for Echo & Morgan. 

[August 22, 1883; Wednesday / Pi cs t Woodruff addressed the meeting. 
Referred to his last visit to Morgan some 9 years ago— the responsibil- 
ities that devolve upon the Saints in the faithful discharge of their du- 
ties, the gathering of Israel, the signs of the times as manifest in the 
days of the Prophets & of their predictions being fulfilled. Those 
which have not been will be fulfilled even every jot & tittle. The 
prophecy of Daniel in the building up of the Kingdom of God. We 
are living in the days of the fulfillm[e]nt of those prophecies. 

The Lord had those noble spirits prepared to come in this A day 
& A generation to carry on his work. His church & Kingdom never 
was on the earth to stay, until it was revealed in these last days 
through the Prophet Joseph Smith. Referred to the keys which have 
been restored through the Prophet Joseph. Spoke of the Martyrdom 
ofjoseph & Hyrum, the calling of the Elders to warn the world of the 
judgements of God upon the nations. Spoke on the buildings of 
Temples and the great privileges bestowed upon us as a people in la- 
boring for the redemption of our dead. We are becoming numerous 
in the land. Spoke on the subject of Celestial Marriage. Bore his testi- 
mony to the mission ofjoseph Smith. Spoke 52 minutes. 

Prest Taylor referred to the trip of himself and party. [“]The day 
in which we live is pregnant with greater events than have transpired 
since the wor[l]d was. Jesus and the Patriarchs and all the Holy men 
of God are engaged and interested in this work— and some of them 
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have returned to the earth and conferred the keys of redemption 
and salvation to the children of men through the Prophet Joseph 
Smith. The hearts 56 of the fathers are drawn out in behalf of the chil- 
dren, and the children should feel after the fathers. The blessings 
conferred upon Abraham and his seed, of whom we are. We cannot 
do anything contrary to the laws of God and not be brought under 
condemnation. The President of the Stake & Councilors & Bishops 
should see that no in[i]quity exists in the Church but to deal with the 
transgressors as the laws of God direct, for Zion is growing and the 
laws of God must be maintain[e]d and iniquity purged out. I will not 
condone the sins of men and make myself a party thereto— I cannot 
change the laws of God which have been revealed and do not want to. 
Referred to the labor in the Temples for the Saints to perform in 
bringing the hearts of the fathers to the children— we cannot do any- 
thing of ourselves without the help of our Heavenly FatherJ”] Spoke 
for 36 minutes.... 

At 6 55 the Prest & party left by train for Coalville and arrived at 
7.45. After calling at Prest [William W.] Cluff, went to meeting, 
where Prest Cannon was addressing the Saints— and Prest Taylor fol- 
lowed for 50 m[i]n[u]t[e]s. 

[August 23, 1883; Thursday] Prest Smith having reed word that his lit- 
tle Son Albert is very sick with dip[h]theria, he left by this morning 
train for home. The President & party all well— a fine beautiful morn- 
ing. The Programme for the further travels is as follows— drive to 
Wanship this morning, hold meeting at 2 p.m. Friday hold meeting 
at Peoa 10 a.m. and Kamas at 3 p.m. Saturday drive to Heber and 
hold meetings there Sunday morning & afternoon. 

[August 25, 1883; Saturday] Prest Taylor & party all well. 

At 10 o. dock Prest A[bram] Hatch & Elder A John A McDonald ar- 
rived with teams and carriages from Fleber City. 

At 1 0 30 after having bade adieu to Bp [Samuel F.] Atwood & 
family, also Bros [William W.] Cluff, Eldredge & Pack, the party left 
for Heber and arrived at 1.30 p.m. after a delightful drive. During the 
afternoon members of the party went across the valley to Midway to 
see those pots and other curiositys. In the evening a special messen- 
ger arri[v]ed from Park City with a telegram giving the account of the 


The word “hearts” is written over an illegible word. 
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shooting and death of Bp Andrew Burt this afternoon by a negro 
A while in the discharge of his duty as Capt of Police, A also of the 
hanging of the negro by a mob 57 — the same dispatch also gave the 
news of the death of Prestjos F. Smiths little son Albert who died this 
morning. 

Before leaving Kamas this morning Prest Taylor called Prest 
W[illiam] W. Cluff & Bp Atwood into another room and talked to 
them as follows [two pages blank]. 58 

[August 26, 1883; Sunday] At 4.30 Prests Cannon & Woodruff & El- 
der Nuttall attended the funeral services over the remains of Miss 
Anna Baum, daughter of Elder Isaac Baum, at the Meeting House [in 
Heber City].... 

After supper Prest Woodruff & Elders Nuttall and Afbram] 
Hatch called at the residence of Bro Nichols and administered to his 
aged wife— Elder Nuttall anointed, Prest Woodruff mouth. This ad- 
ministration was at the request of Sister Nichols daughter that she 
might, if the Lord willed, be taken hence from her sufferings. 

At 7 30 a meeting of the Seventies was held at the meeting House. 
Prest Wfilliam] W Taylor presiding, Prests Cannon, Woodruff & 
Nuttall present & Prests W[illiam] W Taylor, Woodruff & Cannon 
occupied the time. The 20th Quorum of Seventies was organized out 
of Seventies residing in the Wasatch Stake of Zion. 

[August 22, 1883; Monday] Bade adieu to the good Saints of Heber 
City and at 815 started for Provo City. After a drive through the 
Provo Kanyon over a very rough road and a very warm day, arrived at 
1 40 p.nt. Called upon friends and at 4 p.m. took the Utah Central 
train for Salt Lake City, arrived at 6 p.m. Found families all well in 
health & spirits— the party generally tired [one page blank]. 

[September 3, 1883; Monday] At the office this morning putting mat- 
ters in order so that I could leave for Kanab this afternoon. Bade 
adieu to Prests Taylor, Cannon & Smith at 2 p.m. and with my wife 

57 This incident is detailed in Larry R. Gerlach, “Vengeance vs. the Law: The 
Lynching of Sam Joe Harvey in Salt Lake City,” in Jessie Embry and Howard A. 
Christy, eds., Community Development in the American West: Past and Present Nineteenth- 
and Twentieth-Century Frontiers (Provo, Utah: Charles Redd Center for Western 
Studies, Brigham Young University, 1985), 204-14. 

58 Where there are such gaps in the diaries, it indicates that Nuttall must have 
made entries days or weeks after events took place and left space to record them later. 
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Sophia & babe at 3.05 p.m. left the City by Utah Central Railway— 
[temporarily] accompanied by my wife Elizabeth, also daughters] 
Mary, Eleanor, Clara & son Wilford— to Provo where they remained 
& myself & Thomas [Nuttall] proceeded to Juab, took supper, 
changed cars & thence to Milford. Arrived at 5.40 A a.m. [on] Tues- 
day, Sep 4th A Engaged passage to Beaver with Bro Tyler. Started at 8 
oclock & arrived at 4.15 A 33 iniles. A met Bp W[illiam] D. Johnson Jr 
and put up at Prestjohn R Murdocks— spent the evening in conversa- 
tion & singing. 

[September 5, 1883; Wednesday] Arose early and as per arrangements 
made last evening, Prest [John R.] Murdock, myself, Bp [William D.] 
Johnson [Jr.] & Thomas [Nuttall] drove to and around the ground of 
the late Fort Cameron which had been purchased for School pur- 
poses. Found this a very desirable place— returned and after break- 
fast started with team provided by Bro John Ashworth for Panguitch 
via Fremonts pass, arrived at 6 p.m. 

[September 6, 1883; Thursday] This morning we changed our team & 
started A at 725 A for Bro [Richard] Robinson’s at upper Kanab. 
Stayed a few minutes at Hillsdale— obtained an animal at Bro Asa’s, 
took the road over the mountain & down by Roundy’s to Robinson’s 
at 6 p.m. Very tired as the road over the mountain was much washed 
out. Met my son Leonard here who had come to meet us with his 
team. Apostle Erastus Snow also called for a few minutes, he is stop- 
ping at his son in laws, Bro [Edwin] D Woolley. 

[September 8, 1883; Saturday] Called on Prest [Erastus] Snow & Apos- 
tle Brigham Young [Jr.] who had been at Kanab some 2 days.... 

Attended conference meeting at 1 0 a.m. After singing & prayer I 
spoke a short time greeting the saints— Bro Snow spoke a short 
time.... 

Met again at 2 p.m.... 

After meeting Prest Snow & myself drove up the Kanab Kanyon 
to view the damage done by the flood which was very great. A new 
flume 32 rods long and a new ditch some of a mile long had been 
made and the water got into town. 5 


59 The flood occurred a little more than a month before Nuttall’s arrival. James 
L. Bunting described it in a letter to Nuttall: “On Sunday last just as the people were 
coming from Ward meeting in the afternoon a tremendous Hood of water suddenly 
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I ate supper at Bro A[llen] Frosts, and spent the evening with 
Bros Snow and Young in conversation as to the interests of Kanab 
Stake and the propriety of Elders H[oward] O. Spencer and James L. 
Bunting [resigning their position^] as my councilors, there having 
been such an ill feeling aroused [against] them by the Saints in conse- 
quence of their unwise course. It was deemed best to have them re- 
sign as one of the brethren had expressed their intention of not sus- 
taining these brethren at the conference. 60 The Sunday School con- 
ference being in session I attended the meeting for a short time and 
addressed the assembly. 

[September 9, 1883; Sunday] Attended the conference this morning 
at 10 oclock. After the Singing & prayer Apostle B[righam] Young 
[Jr.] addressed the meeting, followed by Apostle E[rastus] Snow- 
benediction. 

After meeting Eldeijs] Snow, Young & myself had an interview 
with Frank and his Indians. 

At 2 p.m. conference convened. Singing & prayer— the Sacra- 
ment was administered. Elders [Howard O.] Spencer and [James L ] 
Bunting tendered their resignation as verbally from the Stand as my 
Counselors. I then addressed the meeting for 50 minutes followed 
by Elder E[rastus] Snow. The resignation of Bros Spencer & Bunt- 
ing were accepted & the general A authorities A of the Church and 
local officers of the Stake & Wards were all sustained. Conference 
adjourned for 3 months & Apostle E[rastus] Snow offered the Bene- 
diction. 

Bps [William D.] Johnson [Jr.] & [Royal J.] Cutler & others met 
with Bro Snow 8c myself & explanations were had in regard to the dif- 


rolled down the Kanab Kanyon sweeping ever) 7 thing before it that stood in the way. 
You can form some little idea of the magnitude of the flood when I tell you it filled 
the Kanyon reaching from cliff to cliff spreading over on both sides of the old creek 
channel to a distence of Vi of a mile and when it reached the field below town it was 
from 3 to 4 feet deep and covered the intire bottom and sweeping away nearly all the 
wheat raised in the upper field as it stood in the shock ... All the Hay and Meadow 
held in the field and canyon is completely covered up” (Bunting to Nuttall, Aug. 1, 
1883, Nuttall Papers). John Rider considered the flood a “blessing in disguise”: “I 
heard President Brigham Young remark that ‘the day would come when our Can[y]on 
would be swept with a flood, the channel cut down, and develop many springs of wa- 
ter.’ Such as been the case in this instance and in my opinion the water of our creek 
has been at least Quadrupled” (Rider to Nuttall, Aug. 16, 1883, Nuttall Papers). 

60 Spencer and Bunting joined Nuttall in the stake presidency on April 18, 1877. 
Church members were dissatisfied with their handling of water issues. 


108 



“We Bade Adieu to the Good Saints” 


ferences had at the last election in scrutiny [of] the ticket & C . 1 ’ 1 We af- 
terwards had another talk with Frank & his Indians. 

I called a meeting of the High Council for 10 a.m. tomor- 
row-spent the evening at Bpjohnson’s with Bros Snow & Young. 

[September 10, 1883; Monday] I afterwards gave instruction to the 
[high] council on general principles and answered some questions of 
Bro [James L.] Bunting as to his moving away from Kanab. I told him 
he could do better at Kanab th[a]n any other place. He was well 
known & one of the old settlers, said [I did] not want him to leave, but 
if he was not satisfied he was at liberty to move any where he chose. 
He said he did not want to move. Bro Howard O Spencer informed 
me that he himself & others wanted to leave Orderville & have settle- 
ment with [illegible]. 1 ’" I asked Bro Brigham Young [Jr.] to stay over 
with me one or two days at Orderville on his way to Salt Lake which 
he promised to do— and I agreed to accompany him to Orderville this 
afternoon. 

I had a conversation with Bro E[dwin] D. Woolley in regard to 
the Pipe Spring Ranch which he wanted to obtain. I also had talk with 
Bro E[rastus] Snow on this ranch & Kanab matters. 

At 4 p.m. I started for Orderville with Bro Brigham Young & H 
O Spencer and arrived at 1 1 p.m. very tired. 

[September 1 1, 1883; Tuesday] After breakfast met with Bros Spencer 
G. Hogan, Willis Webb & Bro [Edwin] Asay who wished to have set- 
tlement with Orderville U[nited] 0[rder], and after hearing their 
wishes we told them to submit their claims in writing, also what prop- 


” 1 The results of the county elections were unfavorable to the Mormons. Nephi 
Johnson wrote, “Certain parties at Kanab Mt Carmel Glendale and Upper Kanab got 
up what they call an opposition ticket as they scratched off a portion of the names of 
those who were nominated by the County Convention for County officers and placed 
other names in their place and from what we hear the opposition candidates were 
elected” (Johnson to Nuttall, Aug. 17, 1883, Nuttall Papers). 

62 The United Order at Orderville was established in 1874. Members pooled 
property and money, ate together in a community dining hall, and worked together 
on community projects. Changes in the order, including individual stewardships and a 
wage system, resulted in discontentment and eventual dissolution in 1885. For a gen- 
eral history, see Leonard J. Arrington, Feramorz Y. Fox, and Dean L. May, Building the 
City of God: Community and Cooperation among the Mormons (Salt Lake City: Deseret 
Book Co., 1976), 265-94. A high council court in February 1883 determined that Spen- 
cer was “not living strictly to the rules of the Order” (S. George Ellsworth, Samuel 
Claridge: Pioneering the Outposts of Zion [Logan, Utah: by the author, 1987], 206-11). 
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erty they would like to have in payment with the prices they were will- 
ing to allow. We also asked Bp [Thomas] Chamberlain to call this 
Board together at 3 p.m. to examine these claims & say what they 
were willing to do-all of which was complied with. 

At 6 p.m., the Board informed us they were ready to report. We 
call[e]d the other parties together and all met at the meeting House 
or dining Hall and upon reading the claims of the parties and action 
of the Board found they were further apart as to a settlement than be- 
fore they wrote anything. 

We decided to continue with them until they were settled with if 
it took all night & next day. So without any supper we closed the 
doors & proceeded to a settlement— which was accomplished so far as 
pertains to Bros Spence [Hogan], Webb & Asay. Bro Hogan was very 
unreasonable in his demands & after laboring with him for 45 min- 
utes without any success [we] told him that Bp Chamberlain would 
talk with him on a settlement, as we could not bother with him any 
longer. In the forepart of the proceedings I gave them as a basis of set- 
tlement as follows— that the inventory of the properties of the order 
as taken on January 1st 1883 should be the basis as to property and 
prices but, as that was not taken as minutely as was desired, if either 
party was not satisfied with the prices thus marked, each one could 
choose a man and they [illegible] one more whose decision should be 
final— also that 1 0% of the appraised price be added in favor of the or- 
der to pay sundry and many expenses which the order is subject to, 
further that hereafter on the 1st day of each year three men be ap- 
pointed at a meeting of the order called for that purpose as apprais- 
ers of the order property and they to make such an apprais[e]ment as 
will be right & proper for those who stay to live by and those who go 
away to settle by & in settling with any person that 10% be added to 
the appraised value in favor of the order & should any improvement 
have been made on any property since the date of apprais[e]ment to 
date of settlement, that amount should be added & if any loss had oc- 
curred that amount should be deducted. Each member spoke his 
mind in this basis of settlement & before adjourning each voted to ac- 
cept and approve of the same. 6 ' 1 At 3.15 a.m. we adjourned. 

[September 12, 1883; Wednesday 7 Elder B[righam] Young [Jr.] left this 


63 For details, see Arrington, Fox, and May, Building the City of God, 468-69n41; 
Orderville United Order Minute Books, L. Tom Perry Special Collections. 
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morning after breakfast for Salt Lake, Wm Black & Bro [Howard O.] 
Spencers daughter accompanying. At 10 a.m. I held meeting at the 
meeting House, Bp Wm D Johnson Jr & Nephi Johnson who had 
come from Kanab last evening accompanying me. I addressed the 
saints for 2 hours & submitted the proceedings of last night & gave 
them the basis of settlement in the future which was unanimously 
adopted by the assembled Saints. Bro Edwin M Webb as first coun- 
cilor & Henry Esplin as Second councilor to Bp Thos Chamberlain 
were accepted by unanimous vote, to fill those places formerly had 
by Bros Ifsaac] V Carlin[g] resigned & Bro [Samuel] Claridge re- 
moved from the ward.*' 4 

[September 13, 1883; Thursday] After breakfast drove to Orderville. 
Found the Sisters of the Relief Society had called a meeting to which 
we were invited— attended & had a good time, the sisters bearing 
their testimony, after which I spoke an hour & Bp [William I).] John- 
son followed. After dinner 1 met with the Board of Directors, Bro 
[Spencer G.] Hogan & others— and answered several questions of the 
Bishop as to the further workings of the water &c all of which I an- 
swered as I was led by the spirit. Had some further talk with Bro Ho- 
gan on his settlement & found that Bp [Thomas] Chamberlain & him 
had got very near a settlement & gave some advice which was ac- 
cepted & a conclusion was arrived at. Two of Bro Palmers sons who 
had been desirous of [financial] settlement [in order] to leave, came 
to me & told me they did not now want to leave as I had fully ex- 
plained matters to their entire satisfaction. 

1 bade adieu to the good saints of Orderville & drove to Mt 
Carmel. 

[September 13, 1883; Saturday] Spent the morning in writing letters 
and in the afternoon drove to the farm land with Bp [William D.] 
Johnson [Jr.] & wives Lulu & Lucy & my son Thomas— found much 


li4 Claridge probably left Orderville in the summer of 1883 after receiving a set- 
tlement of $1,597.58. Early in 1883, Erastus Snow had urged the people of Orderville 
to “change our mode of doing business and go on a grand cooperative principle,” 
meaning to abandon their communal order in favor of the church’s territory-wide reg- 
ulation of production, labor, and market prices. Claridge suggested the order “remain 
as we were for another year” and then gradually make the transition. However, the 
Orderville board of directors resisted change, and Bishop Thomas Chamberlain told 
Claridge that “unless you can come along with us and work on the old plan the people 
wont sustain you as my counselor” (Ellsworth, Samuel Claridge, 212-13). 
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damage had been done. Called at Bro Maers on our return & I di- 
rected as to the locating and building a new dam & making a new 
ditch to carry the water from the brick to the field. 

[September 16, 1883; Sunday] [At] 2 p.m. attended the Public Meeting 
and addressed the saints 2 hours & a half.... In the evening I attended 
the Prayer Circle meeting and gave such instructions as the circum- 
stances called forth. 

[September 17, 1883; Monday] At 7 p.m. met with the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Kanab Irrigation Co & settled the matters of difference 
between Bros [George] Halladay & Bro [James L.] Bunting with the 
Directors— had a profitable meeting. 1 gave suitable instructions. 

[September 18, 1883; Tuesday] A Rece[i]ved a telegram from Prest Tay- 
lor appropriating 2/s of Tithing grain & produce in Longville [?] ward 
to Kanab saints. A 

Attended a meeting of the Relief Society at their Hall at 10 [illeg- 
ible]. Many of the Sisters bore their testimony & I spoke for about 1 
hour followed by Bp [William D.] Johnson [Jr]. 

[September 20, 1883; Thursday] Viewed Bro Wfilliam] D Johnsons & 
Nephi Johnsons fish ponds and other improvements— and after 
breakfast started for Kanab and at 1 1 a.m. attended a public meeting 
called especially for me to address the Saints which I did for an hour 
& a half. I had a good feeling and spirit to talk. 

At 3 p.m. Bp Johnson & his Bro Elmer having got team & car- 
riage ready myself & [son] Thomas accompanied them after bidding 
good bye to the saints on our journey. 

[September 22, 1883; Saturday] Arrived at St George at 2 30 p.m.— put 
up at Bro E[rastus] Snows. On arrival learned by telegram from Prest 
Taylor that Bro Snow was requested to be at Salt Lake next Thursday 
to attend a meeting [and] he wanted me to accompany him, it having 
been arranged for Bros Snow & myself with others to visit the mining 
property of Bro Wm B Pace in the West Mountains & to start tomor- 
row evening. This telegram changed our program so that we ar- 
ranged to start tomorrow morning at 8 oclock. I met several of my St 
George friends & had kindly greetings. 

[September 27, 1883; Thursday] At Provo I met my wife Elizabeth & 
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children who had come down to meet us. My wife & [son] Wilford ac- 
companied us to the City. When we arrived at 9.15 a.m. in good 
health & spirits, 1 found my wife Sophia & her baby also well— and 
after washing & changing my clothes I went to the Presidents office 
and attended a meeting of the Presidency & Apostles this afternoon. 

[October 1 1, 1883; Thursday ] Meeting at the Presidents office at 7 p.m. 
Pres[en]t, Prests Tfaylor], C[annon] & S[mith], [and Apostles] W[il- 
ford] W[oodruff], IJorenzo] S[now], F[ranklin] D R[ichards], B[rig- 
ham] Y[oungJr. to speak] about the clos[ing] of this affair [involving 
the Bullion, Beck, and Champion Mining Company. President Tay- 
lor said: “]A Bro John Beck came to me and represented his circum- 
stances & wished for counsel. He had purchased the whole of the 
property of a mine in Tintic, and had become embarrassed, and in 
conversation said that he was willing that his whole property should 
be managed by the direction of the Priesthood. In consideration of 
this matter, as 1 referred it to Bro Cannon, we [members of the First 
Presidency] concluded to make a purchase and as you are aware the 
Council voted to loan us $250000. 1 have a mill at Ogden which I pro- 
posed to mortgage as security to the Church for the amount, to- 
gether with an amount of the Stock of the company besides paying 
interest at the rate of 8% in the note. I wanted to make a full explana- 
tion of this matter. The Church is, and cannot be, any loser therein, 
and any of you who desire can join with us in taking stock on the 
same terms as we have done.[”] 

Bro M[oses] Thatcher expressed his willingness to join the 
brethren and lake $500000. 

[October 29, 1883; Monday] Left Lehi with Bro John Beck at 9 30 a.m. 
and traveled by team to Eureka and arrived at 6 p.m.— very cold trav- 
eling all the morning and in the evening. 

[October 30, 1883; Tuesday] Spent the morning in examin[in]g the 
workings of the mine on the surface, also looked in at Smiths works 
found them running an incline shaft with an engine hoisting works. 
After dinner I spent the afternoon down in the mine until eve- 
ning— found ore in sight in several places, hut do not think the mine 
is being worked as it should he, I suggested to Bro [John] Beck & Mr 
[Devin] Sullivan, the foreman, the propriety of putting one or two 
good miners to prospecting the mine so that ore may be in sight to be 
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worked by other miners and got out, and thus keep ore on hand in- 
stead of finding a body of ore & working it out and then all hands go 
to looking for more. Mr Sullivan accepted the idea as a good one, and 
the proper way to work a mine, but he was never allowed to work suf- 
ficient on a prospect. 

There are too many second and third class hands engaged on the 
[ illegible]. The hoisting gear is also very inferior and will not pay the 
present expenses. Mr Saville appears to be an experienced assayer 
and willing to do any thing required of him. One team hauls all the 
ore now being shipped— he takes 2 loads each day of from 5000 to 
5900 lbs. There were 3 teams hauling during October until the 
27th— 2 teams could take all the good ore now taken out, there being 
but about 9 or 10 tons A for market* per day taken out of the mine. 
The affair is not properly managed as I understand it. If sufficient 
money can be raised to put the mine in good working order and with 
proper men it will pay but not as now conducted unless some very 
rich ore is found with the present force. 

[November 1, 1883; Thursday] In the afternoon drove out with John 
Beck to see his Iron claims some 3 x h miles north of Eureka. Found it 
a very nice prospect for iron— a well defined ledge and about 150 
tons of ore already mined, easy to drive to it with teams & good road 
to the Railroad about 3 miles distant. Afterward drove to his Crown 
Point claim and northern Extension. He has a shaft some 150 feet 
deep on the claim— a quartz ledge all along on the claim. Also looked 
at his claims on the South East of the Bullion claims and adjoin[in]g 
the Eureka on the South Side of the mountain. In the evening 1 
worked with Mr Saville, the assayer, on the Pay rolls making copies 
and getting the sums in proper shape until 1 a.m. 

[November 2, 1883; Friday] Continued on the Pay rolls & accounts all 
day. Found them in a very unsatisfactory shape, the entire business 
having been done in a loose slovenly manner, as I had heard some 
complaints in regard to the non management of affairs and no per- 
son apparently responsible as to how matters should be directed. I 
asked Bro [John] Beck to give Mr Devin [?] Sullivan full charge in his 
absence as he is the foreman— which he did— and explained the same 
to the men so that they should listen to his directions. Bro Beck went 
home to Lehi this afternoon— weather very cold looks like storm 
coming. 
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We Bade Adieu to the Good Saints 


[November 16, 1883; Friday] Prest Taylor & party consisting of him- 
self, Son Moses & daughter Leonora, Prest Jos. F. Smith & wife Sarah 
& baby, Prest Wfilford] Woodruff, Elders Dfaniel] H Wells, L. John 
Nuttall, Wm Budge, John Irvine, Lorin Farr & A J[unius] F Wells A and 
sister M. M. Barratt left by the 7 a.m. train for Sanpete to attend the 
Sanpete Stake Conference. On the train it was decided to hold meet- 
ings in the various settlements in Sanpete County and that Prest 
Smith & Elder Budge hold meeting at 6 p.m. at Fountain Green this 
evening and at Moroni at 1 1 a.m. tomorrow, Prest Woodruff & Elder 
Farr at Wales 6 p.m., Elder Geo Teasdale & D. H. Wells at Mt 
Pleas[a]nt 6 p.m. & at Spring City 1 1 a.m. tomorrow, Elders Wm 
Paxman & Jfunius] F. Wells to Fairview at 7 p.m. 1 ” Prest Taylor & El- 
ders Nuttall & Irvine A & others of party A to Ephraim. 

[November 1 7, 1883; Saturday] Alter breakfast received the following 
tel[e]gram, Salt Lake, 17/83, “Telegrams from Paris [Idaho] states 
that Elder C[harles] C. Rich is fast sinking. He has been [ujncon- 
[s]cious all night. All well in the City. Geo Reynolds.”... 

At 4.1_5 p.m. Received the following 

Paris, Idaho, Nov 17, 1883. 

Prest John Taylor, Ephraim 

“Bro Rich died at two thirty p.m. remained uncon[s]cious to 
the last. Please send instructions. 

George Osmond.” 

Elders Jos. F. Smith, Geo Teasdale, Dfaniel] H. Wells, Wm 
Budge, W[illiam] Paxman & Jfunius] F Wells arrived after meeting. 
Sent the following telegram, 

5 p.m. Ephraim, Nov 17, 1883 

Prest George Osmond, Paris, 

f“]We are here attending Conference and remain till after 
tomorrow. Have no particular instructions— President Budge 
is with us and says Bro Richs family understand his wishes in 
regard to his funeral. You will use your bestjudgement in re- 
lation thereto. 

John Taylor.” 

Received a telegram from Geo Reynolds asking for a written syn- 


The number “7” is written over the number “6”. 
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opsis of Bro Rich’s life. Answered & told him where to find it. Sent 
the following at 6.40. 

Geo Reynolds— City, 

[ “ ] 1 f apostle [Francis M.] Lyman is in the City and can 
learn of the time of funeral from Sister Rich in Salt Lake 
and can attend, it might be satisfactory. If not Apostle 
[Moses] Thatcher might attend from Logan. Please attend 
to this. 

John Taylor.” 

Prest Woodruff & Elder Farr spent the evening with Prest Tay- 
lor. 

Bp John Spencer, and Indiansjoe & Santaquin called and talked 
over the affairs of the Indians farm at Indianola. They need a good 
School teacher, and some action to compel some of the whites from 
herding sheep near their farms. Bro Spencer was directed to use his 
best judgment as to the Sheep matter and Prest Taylor would 
endeavour to find a suitable School teacher. The evening was spent 
in conversation. Bp John Brown of Pleasant Grove also present. 

[November 19, 1883; Monday / At 10 a.m. drove to the [Manti] Temple, 
passed through and around the building and the President gave such 
instructions as were necessary— the roof is completed and every 
thing progressing nicely. 

At 2 p.m. Prests Taylor & Smith— Elders W[ilford] Woodruff, 
G[eorge] Teasdale, D[aniel] H Wells, Win Budge, Cfanute] Petersen, 
LJohn Nuttall, W[illiam] H. Folsom & J[ohn] B Maiben met at the 
residence of Bro Maiben— Bros Folsom & Petersen submitted the 
subject of some disagreement of the workmen on the stone Quarry 
as to the price of labor & the hours for a days work, which was consid- 
ered and on conclusion it was decided to write a letter to all parties 
concerned, which was attended to. 

[November 20, 1883; Tuesday ] Prest & party left Ephraim at 7.30 a.m.... 

Prests Taylor & Smith appropriated $200.00 in aid of Sister 
Sophia Flyde, widow of Elder Orson Hyde, to assist in putting an ad- 
dition to her house recently purchased at Provo. 
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[February 2, 1884; Saturday] Prest John Taylor and party left by this 
mornings train at 2 oclock to attend the Cache Stake Conference at 
Logan— present President John Taylor and daughter Ida & Niece 
Mary Schwartz, Prest Geo. Q. Cannon, Prest Jos. F Smith & wife Sa- 
rah, Prest W[ilford] Woodruff, Elder E[rastus] Snow & wife Minerva, 
Elders Geo Teasdale, L. John Nuttall & John Irvine, Elder HeberJ. 
Grant also accompanied the party to Ogden on his way to attend the 
Wasatch Stake Conference. On arrival at Ogden apostle F[ranklin] 
D. Richards & Elder Zebedee Coltrin joined the party and at Brig- 
ham City Apostle L[orenzo] Snow also joined— at Ogden Mr [W. B.] 
Doddridge had kindly placed a special car on the Utah & Northern 
Railway at the Pleasure of Prest Taylor. Arrived at Logan at 12.15 and 
were met at the depot by Prests [William B.] Preston, [Charles O.] 
Card and others and all the party properly provided for. Prest Taylor 
put up at Bro Prestons— myself & Bro John Irving at Bp [Henry] 
Ballards. 

Prest Taylor received a telegram from George Reynolds on pri- 
vate matters which was answered— He also rece[i]ved telegrams from 
Prest [Franklin] Spencer at Richfield on Tithing Oats for Bp Thos 
Taylor and one from Prest Win Budge of Paris [Idaho] in relation to 
the Bear Lake Conference, which were answered— see telegrams & 
answers. 


.J 
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Attended Conference meeting this afternoon at 2 p.m.... 

After meeting Prests Taylor, Cannon & Smith, Apostles E[rast- 
us] Snow & Ffranklin] D Richards & Elder L. John Nuttall attended a 
meeting at the residence of Bro Wm B. Preston. 

Prest Cannon presented the propriety of the organization of a 
new Stake of Zion comprising the settlements of the Saints now lo- 
cated in the southern part of Oneida County, Idaho. It appears that 
they are considerably in debt as a county, and at present those settle- 
ments are located in the Box Elder, Cache & Bear Lake Stakes. It is 
desirable that they be organized for political purposes. It may be nec- 
essary after awhile to organize another stake in the section of country 
now being settled by Bp Thos E. Ricks & the saints— also another 
stake in the Goose Creek country. 

The name of William D Hendricks was spoken of as a suitable 
person for President of the 1st Stake to be organized. This matter 
was talked of but no action was taken for the present. 

Prest Cannon submitted the subject of the Election for Mayor, 
Aldermen & Councilors of Salt Lake City and presented the name of 
Elder HeberJ. Grant as Councilor in the 5th Precinct in place of Bro 
Chas Crow— as Bro Grant being an Apostle can learn the minds of 
the brethren and assist in keeping matters in a proper shape. On 
mot[io]n of Prest Smith, Bro Grants name was approved. The selec- 
tion of a suitable person from the 21st Ward was deferred until the 
return to the city. 

Prest Taylor received a telegram on private business from Geo 
Reynolds and answered the same. 

Spent the evening in conversation. 1 met at bro Ballards a young 
lady named Ada Nuttall who recently came from Manchester, Eng- 
land. 

Sunday She has a brother A Robt John A at present at Ogden— I 
did not trace any relationship, but she promised to write to her par- 
ents and grandmother now in England and obtain such genealogy as 
she can. She is keeping company with Bro [George ?] Parkinson. 

[February 3, 1884; Sunday] Elder Samuel Roskelley presented several 
lists of names of suitable persons from the Elders Quorums & others 
made by the several Bishops for Ordination into the High Priests 
Quorum, which were approved by the President. 

At six o. clock, Elder Joel Ricks Jr, also Elder Cardon & Hatch, 
called to see Prest Taylor in regard to the condition of Bro Ricks, he 
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having been tried by his Bishop and disfellowshipped for adultery, 
and the case [has] been referred to the High Council— pending the 
consideration of the High Council. Bro Ricks wished to know what 
his wives should do. Bro Cardon also wished to know the Presidents 
mind on this matter as Bro Ricks 1st wife is his daughter & his 2nd 
wife is Bro Hatchs Sister & he desired to know what to do. 

Prest Taylor had par[a]graphs 26-41 & others following of Sec- 
tion 132, D[octrine] & Covenants], read and then he made lengthy 
remarks referring to Moses and Aaron & the Endowments and Cove- 
nants— after which he referred the case to the High Council to fully 
investigate this case A same A so far as possible by calling the Elders 
who labored in the Southern States mission at the time this crime was 
committed, also to obtain further evidence from the young woman if 
possible, as Bro Ricks disputes her testimony as given by letters re- 
ceived, and upon hfe A Prest Taylor A learning the decision of the 
High Council in this matter, he will take such action as shall be 
deemed proper. In the mean time Bro Ricks must not live with his 
wives but may provide for them as heretofore. 

A Meeting of the Presidency and Apostles was held at Bro [Wil- 
liam B.] Prestons house at 7 p.m.— present Prests Taylor, Cannon & 
Smith, Apostles L[orenzo] Snow, E[rastus] Snow, F[ranklin] D. Rich- 
ards & Geo Teasdale, Elders L John Nuttall, Wfilliant] B. Preston, 
C[harles] O. Card & John Irvine. 

The subject of the organization of a new Stake on south side of 
Oneida County was called A up. A up — Prest C a nnon m o ved that Prest 
Geo Q Cannon moved that a stake be organized, and that Elder Wm 
D. Hendricks be appointed President. After consideration, it was de- 
cided that all that portion of Oneida County in Idaho Territory em- 
bracing the settlements in Cache Valley, Gentile Valley, Marsh Val- 
ley, Portneuf and Malad Valley be organized into a stake of Zion to 
be known as Oneida Slake of Zion. 

Moved by Prest Geo. Q. Cannon & seconded by Elder Geo Teas- 
dale that Wm D. Hendricks be appointed President of said Stake. 

Apostle E[rastus] Snow moved that all that portion of Oneida 
County lying north of Oneida Stake be organized into a stake of 
Zion. S[econd]ed by Prest Smith & carried un[a]nimously. 

On motion of Prest Cannon Thomas E. Ricks was appointed 
President. 

The name of this Stake was decided as Bannock Stake. 
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Bros Hendricks and Ricks are requested to submit the names of 
suitable brethren for their counselors to Brest Taylor. 

( Tin versa! ion was had in regard to the Logan Temple. Bro 
C[harles] O. Card said the carpenters would be through their work 
by March first and all the work of painters & others will be done by 
April 1st. The question of carpeting the Temple was considered and 
left until tomorrow to decide which rooms shall be carpeted— Bro 
Card was requested to make a full statement of what shall be needed 
to complete the Temple and of the amount of means & supplies on 
hand. 

On motion of Prest Smith Christian F Olsen of Hyrum was ap- 
proved as a missionary to Denmark to labor in the [Millennial] Star 
office— also that Bro C[hristian] J. Feljstead be released to return 
home from his Presiding of the Scandinavian Mission with the next 
Summers emigration and that Elder Antone Lund be instructed in 
regard to the labors of the mission with the view to his being ap- 
pointed as President of the Scandinavian Mission when Bro Feljstead 
shall leave for home. 

Adjourned. 

[February 4, 1884; Monday ] At 9 a.m. Prest Taylor and the brethren 
went to the Temple and considered as to the carpeting of the 
rooms— also decided as to the seating of the Recorder, Witnesses & 
Confirmers at the Font. 

At the residence of Prest [William B.] Preston at 12.30, Elder 
Thomas E. Ricks was blest and set apart as President of the Bannock 
Stake of Zion under the hands of Prests John Taylor, Geo. Q. Can- 
non & W[ilford] Woodruff, Apostles F[ranklin] D. Richards & 
George Teasdale— Prest John Taylor mouth. 

Elder Win D. Hendricks was also Blest and set apart as President 
of the Oneida Stake of Zion under the hands of the aforenamed 
brethren. Prest Cannon mouth.... 

[The President and party] arrived at the City [Salt Lake City] at 
7 30 being over half an hour late occasioned by a washout, and Found 
my family all well. 

[March 2, 1884; Sunday] Prest Taylor & Wife Maggie, Prest Smith & 
wife Sarah, Elder L. John Nuttall & wife Elizabeth, Elder John Irvine 
& wife A & Elder L J[ohn] Nuttall Jr A went by the 7 a.m. train to Provo 
to attend the Utah Stake Conference. Arrived at 9 a.m.... 
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Prests Taylor & Smith, Apostle Lyman, Elders A[braham] O. 
Smoot, L. John Nuttall, H[arvey] H. Cluff, D[avid] John & Bp 
MJyron] Tanner drove up to and around the proposed sites for the 
erection of the new Buildings for the Brigham Young Acad[e]my— 
viz: the Block owned by sister Jesse W Lewis at the north end of East 
Main St, also the piece of land about 2 Blocks further north owned by 
Bro Afbraham] O. Smoot, either of which piece is very suitable for 
the purpose designed. Returned to the Meeting flouse where Prest 
Taylor directed Bro Smoot to enquire how much the Lewis Block 
can be obtained for. Bro. Smoot proposes to donate his land to the 
University A Acad[e]my. A ' 

[March 4, 1884; Tuesday] [My daughter] Elizabeth Ann [ShumwayJ’s 
baby was born at 10 minutes to 8 a.m. 

[March 12, 1884; Wednesday] L John' Nuttall & Geo. A. Shumway 
blessed Elizabeth Ann [ShumwayJ’s baby and named him Leonard 
Charles Shumway. LJ[ohn] N[uttall], mouth. 

[April 17, 1884; Thursday] Prest Taylor at the office in the morning 
and attended to his correspondence. 

Elder Moses Thatcher & Bp W[illiam] B. Preston came down 
from Logan & called & introduced Elder [Harry] Brown of Logan, a 
young 1 2 3 man who has made a plaster bust of the late President 
Brigham Young, and which he presented for inspection, the same 
being pronounced as a fine piece of workmanship. 4 

Preparations were made for the trip south this afternoon— Prest 
Cannon being at the office & Prest Smith at the Endowment House. 
At 3 05 p.m. Prest Taylor and daughter Leonora, Prest Geo Q 


1 Earlier in 1884, the academy’s school house, a four-room structure known as 
the Lewis Building on Provo’s Main Street, burned to the ground. Students and teach- 
ers were forced to hold classes on the second floor of the First National Bank and in 
the old Provo meetinghouse before a four-story structure four blocks north of Main 
Street was completed in 1892. Abraham O. Smoot mortgaged his house and property 
to finance construction of the edifice. See Gary James Bergera and Ronald Priddis, 
Brigham Young University: A House of Faith (Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1985), 6-8. 

2 “L John” is written over “myself’. 

3 The words “a young” are written over “who”. 

4 On April 18, 1884, the Ogden Daily Herald reported: “His [Brigham Young’s] 
family and those who knew the great man in life most intimately declare the artist has 
given his features with a fidelity that shows a genius for the expression of artistic truths.” 
Brown used several photographs of the president as well as his personal memories. 
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Cannon & wife Sarah Jane, daughter Mary Alice & son David, Prest 
A[ngus] M Cannon & wife Amanda & little son, Prest LJohn Nuttall, 
Presiding] Bishop Wm B Preston, Bp Robert T. Burton, [and] Elder 
John Irvine Heft by train for St George, A also accompanied 5 by the 
Committee of the Zions 6 7 Central Board of Trade appointed to exam- 
ine into the Iron Manufacturing Company of Utah property in Iron 
County as follows: Apostles M[oses] Thatcher & Ffrancis] M. Lyman, 
Elders Elias Morris, Wmjenni[n]gs, also Bishop John Sharp & Chas 
Barrell. ' Heft by this afternoon train for St Georg e* The teams & car- 
riages were forwarded by the freight train this morning. 

Apostle George Teasdale was also on the train as far as Nephi. 
[Disembarked] on arrival at Juab, Bp [John] Sharp having provided 
three cars especially for the Prest & his party. 

[April 18, 1884; Friday] Arrived at Milford at 5.30- Still raining. Bp 
[John] Sharp had breakfast prepared in due time, of which all the 
party partook— our teams & carriages being on hand except, as ex- 
pected, 2 teams to be supplied by Bp. Thos Taylor, [illegible] other 
teams were provided, and the party started out for Minersville at 915. 

Found the roads very bad— yet we arrived at 12.30 when all were 
soon provided with suitable places and dinner provided, after which 
Elders M[oses] Thatcher & Ffrancis] M Lyman drove on to Beaver ex- 
pecting to hold meeting there this evening, thence tomorrow to 
Parowan & hold meeting, thence on Sunday to Cedar.... 

[At a meeting in Minersville,] Bp. R[obert] T. Burton spoke for 
1 6 minutes Elder Afngus] M - . Cannon He referred to his first travels 
through this valley in 1852, before there were any settlements 
thought of— spoke on the duties of the Saints on the payment of tith- 

5 The word “accompanied” is written over some illegible words. 

6 “Zions” is written over “Iron”. 

7 Perhaps the most significant project of the Board of Trade in 1883-84 was to 
oversee creation of an expanded iron works industry in southern Utah. Conflicting le- 
gal claims delayed operation of the Iron Manufacturing Company of Utah until 1883 
when a local bishop secured property title rights for the LDS Church. See Brent D. 
Corcoran, “‘My Father’s Business’: Thomas Taylor and Mormon Frontier Economic 
Enterprise,” Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought 28 (Spring 1995): 105-41; also 
Leonard }. Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom: An Economic History of the Latter-day Saints, 
1830-1900 (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1958), 345-46. Of the mem- 
bers of the Central Board of Trade, only John R. Winder did not travel to southern 
Utah. See Journal History of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Apr. 18, 
1884, microfilm. Family History Center, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young Uni- 
versity, Provo, Utah. 
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ing, deprecated the policy of our men & boys engaging to, and labor- 
ing for, our enemies. 

Elder Afngus] M. Cannon spoke on the duties of the saints— a fa- 
ther should realize his true position in rearing his family and prop- 
erly training them, both his wife or wives & children, that they may 
not have cause to cast any blame or reflections for neglect. Encour- 
aged the saints to faithfulness & spoke 17 mints. 

Prest Geo. Q. Cannon followed [and] spoke in regard to the 
proper training of children. It is not probable that the people of 
Miner[s]ville will become a commercial community or a very large 
agricultural settlement, but you can build [a] School House and raise 
men— as the New Hampshire man said they did in his country. The 
men & women here are blest with bright intellects and are capable of 
doing much good. He did not favor so 8 much or so many of our men 
& boys turning their attention to freighting. He would like a spirit of 
improvement to be encouraged in Minersville— in building houses, 
fences, barns, raising better Stock, both Horses & Horned stock, im- 
proving our children in the morals. There is a bright future for the 
Latter day Saints and their children in the providences of God. 
Spoke for 26 minutes. 

Prest John Taylor addressed the saints for 42 minuts. 

After meeting Bros Preston, Burton & myself called on Bro Chas 
Jamieson, an old member of the Church who was wounded at the 
Haun’s Mill Massacre. 9 He is now 81 years old & continues to do his 
own work. He was much pleased to be thus visited. 

We walked to the Tithing Block & exami[n]ed the property. 

I called upon Prest Taylor at his request in the evening, he had 
met with sister [Mary Elizabeth Rollins] Leightner who was a wife of 
the Prophet Joseph Smith. He also met sister [Elizabeth Van Benthu- 
sen] Gilbert who was the wife of [Algernon] Sidney Gilbert known in 
the early history of the church. He directed that sister Gilbert receive 
$1000 in money. 

® The word “so” is written over “too”. 

9 On October 30, 1838, a militia unit of 200 men fired hundreds of rounds into 
a blacksmith shop in the Mormon settlement of Haun’s Mill, Missouri, killing eighteen 
men and wounding at least thirteen, including women and children. See Alma R. 

Blair, “The Haun’s Mill Massacre,” BYU Studies 13 (Autumn 1972): 62-67; “Extermi- 
nate or Expel Them!” and “Massacre at Haun’s Mill,” in William Mulder and A. Rus- 
sell Mortensen, eds., Among the Mormons: Historical Accounts by Contemporary Observers 
(Salt Lake City: Western Epics, 1994), 102-06. 
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[April 19, 1884; Saturday] The President & party all well. At 8 03 a.m., 
all the Teams & carriages being ready, we started. Found the roads 
very rough for the first 1 0 miles, thence over the divide, the roads 
were soft, wet, and much rutted out, so that we traveled with much 
difficulty for some 6 miles. The teams got very tired.... a mounted Es- 
cort arrived from Cedar City & A with A several fresh teams were 
which were exchanged for our tired one’s and we started on for Ce- 
dar, and arrived at 6.45 p.m. The roads in many places very soft and 
bad. The party were soon provided for comfortably. 

[April 21, 1884; Monday] Prest Taylor sent for me this morning and I 
made calculations on Railroads— Iron &c. 

At 10 a.m. teams & conveyances having been provided— Prests 
Taylor & Cannon, Elders A E[rastus] Snow, M[oses] A Thatcher, A F[ran- 
cis] M A Lyman, J[ohn] Sharp, A L John A Nuttall, A[ngus] M. Cannon, 
W[illiam] B. Preston, R[obert] T. Burton, J[ohn] R. Murdock, Twen- 
ty] Lunt, Jos Jennings, J[ohn] Irvine, Thos Taylor, K| lias] Morris & 
some others went up the Coal Creek Canyon and examined as to the 
location of the Railroad in the Canyon— also as to the coal mines— 
[and] saw the location of the Church mine and the location of the 
companys mine. Went to the Walker Mine and down into the same, 
about 160 feet. This canyon is very rough and the church coal mine 
high up in the mountain. Considerable road way has been made. The 
Brethren of the committee made such notes as they desired. 

The sun shone very warm & pleasant. Returned to Cedar at 2 
p.m., received general some news from the city. 

At 4 30 p.m. the Presidency & brethren of the party met at Bro 
[Henry] Lunts and talked over the question of the proper place to lo- 
cate the plant of the Iron works where the Iron can be made the 
cheapest, considering the location of the Coal, the Iron, the lime- 
stone See. Cedar City, Iron Springs, and Iron City were each spoken 
of— after which it was decided that the party start for Iron Springs to- 
morrow morning, thence to Iron City & view the Iron mines and stay 
at Pinto tomorrow night where further consideration will be had on 
the subjects considered at this meeting. It was also decided to start at 
7 a.m. tomorrow. 

Elder Lyman A reported A the condition of Sister Barton of 
Parowan. She needs the roof of her present House repa[i]red, also 
an additional room built to cost about $— . Prest Taylor authorized 
Bro Lyman to see this is attended [to]. 
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Elder Lyman reported the circumstances of Prest ThosJJones of 
Parowan Stake. He needs financial aid or that he be released from his 
Presidency as he cannot procure a home or farm at Parowan. After 
consideration it was decided that the sum of $300.00 be appropri- 
ated in his behalf A for present relief as Services A , and that he be per- 
mitted to return to his home at Washington or to make his home 
where he cho[o]ses. 

In the evening Elder Henry I.unt was Ordained and set apart as 
Bishop of Cedar Ward by Prest John Taylor (mouth) and Prest Geo. 
Q. Cannon & Apostle Erastus Snow. 

Elder Henry Lunt introduced Bro Uriah Goodfellow who at- 
tended on Bro Chas Lord for a long time before his death. Bro Bro 
Goodfellow stated that Bro Lord gave to him a cow, not one of those 
included in his deed to the church, bul he is desirous that the Presi- 
dent should know this and he [Goodfellow] have the cow by his [Tay- 
lor’s] sanction. Prest Taylor gave his approval to 10 the transaction. 


[April 22, 1884; Tuesday] Prest Taylor and party all well. Leonard pur- 
poses going to Minersville today, thence to Milford tomorrow & by 
train at night. 

Everything being arranged and teams ike ready, after bidding 
adieu to the good Saints of Cedar at 7.30 we started for Iron Springs. 
Drove over a good country for a railroad for some 9 miles and ar- 
rived at springs. A survey of this location, with the land, water, dam 
in creek &c, was made and a general feeling of approval as" a suitable 
location for extensive Iron works was made manifest. Here it was de- 
cided that Bros E[rastus] Snow, M[oses] Thatcher & Andrew Coray 
should travel by a supposed suitable way to Iron City, 12 being around 
further west than the present road. The President & party then took 
the old road for Iron City. In traveling it was found by the stakes that 
a survey for a railroad had been made on this route. At 130 arrived at 
the Blowout Iron Mountains. Here the party alighted and most of 
the party walked up on to the mountain which is an immence body of 
Hematite and specular ore— after 11 which drove to Iron City. Bros 
Snow, Thatcher & Coray joined the party at the Blowout Mountain, 


10 The word “to” is written over “of’. 

11 The word “as” is written over “for”. 

12 “City” is written over “springs”. 

13 The word “after” is written over “I”. 
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[and] they reported that an excellent road can be made by 14 the route 
they traveled and on an even easy grade. Bp [William B.] Preston & 
[Robert T.] Burton having prepared lunch, the party partook there- 
of, and at 5 p.m.— after viewing the works, the foundation of a fur- 
nace A which is good A and other improvements which were mostly of 
a temporary character— we started for Pinto and arrived at 6.45. Here 
the Saints manifested their pleasure at the visit of the President & 
party.... 

At 7 45 p.m. a council meeting of the Presidency, Committee & 
traveling brethren was held at Sister Harrisons, on which occasion 
Bro [William?] Jenni[n]gs was appointed chairman & L. John Nuttall 
was appointed Secretary. 

The subject of the ownership of the Iron Springs was presented 
and found to be owned by a Company, five of the Directors being 
present, viz, Prests John Taylor, Geo Q Cannon, Win Jenn[i]ngs, 
John Sharp & Elias Morris. It was proposed by Bro Jenn[i]ngs that in 
view of establishing Iron works in this portion of the Territory, if de- 
sired the company would put in their claim to the Iron Springs at 
what the claim cost them, viz, $10.00000 with any interest. This was 
assented to by the 5 members of the company. The meeting then 
considered the subject of the Iron interest— the location and quality 
of the coal, the Iron, location of plant &c. Each one present spoke 
and upon conclusion it was decided that Bros Thos Taylor 8c Bro 
[Richard] Robertson proceed to the examination of all the coal 
mines which have been discovered and opened, and have such tests 
thereof of the coal made, that if suitable coal can be obtained it can 
be known without A a A peradventure, and that they report their find- 
ings as soon as possible to the committee. On motion the meeting 
adjourned 1 ’ subject to call by the chairman at an early day. 

[April 23, 1884; Wednesday] Elders F[rancis] M. Lyman, Bp lb John 
Sharp & Joseph Jenni[n]gs, also Elder John R. Murdock, left this 
morning for home via Cedar City. Bros Wmjenn[i]ngs & Elias Mor- 
ris, at the request of Prest Taylor, concluded to accompany the Prest 
to St. George.... 

Each of these brethren spoke in an encouraging manner to the 

14 The word “by” is written over an illegible word. 

15 The word “adjourned” is written over an illegible word. 

16 “Bp” is written over “J”. 
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Saints and all appeared to have been blessed & much edified in the 
visit and good coun[s]els of the Brethren. 

Bp Thos. Taylor & Bro [Richard] Robertson left by team for Iron 
City for the purpose of going to the several coal beds to examine and 
obtain samples of coal. 

Prests Taylor & Cannon decided to appropriate $100000' ' in 
Cash on account of the Iron Manufacturing Company of Utah & Bro 
James Jack was so notified. 

At 15 mints to 1 1 a.m., the teams & carriages being ready at the 
door of meeting House, the party started for Pine Valley. Some of 
the brethren of Pinto went along with shovels and to assist in cross- 
ing the creek so many times, the water being high & washing the 
banks. The roads muddy & soft in places and very rocky & rough in 
other places. However we arrived in Pine Valley at 2 15 p.m. and were 
soon comfortably cared for. The season is very backward here, no 
plowing done yet. 

[April 24, 1884; Thursday] At 8.L5 we bade adieu to the good saints 
and started for St. George.... 

Arrived at St George at 5.15. The trees out in leaf and blossom 
gardens green, flowers in bloom which made a pleasing contrast to 
all our travels from home to this place. Prests Taylor & Cannon, 
Mfoses] Thatcher, WJilliam] Jenni[n]gs & LJ[ohn] Nuttall put up at 
Bro Snows— here we found letters & papers from Salt Lake City, and 
telegrams were sent home. 

[April 25, 1884; Friday] A box containing samples of fringes for 
selection 18 for the Logan Temple was received from Salt Lake and 
the samples were examined by Prests Taylor & Cannon but no deci- 
sion arrived at. A telegram was sent to Prest W[ilford] Woodruff ask- 
ing him to send letter of instructions to Presidents of Stakes in re- 
gard to the missionaries for St. John[s], Arizona." 1 At 10 a.m. the 

17 The words “appropriate $100000” are written over some illegible words. 

18 The word “selection” is written over an illegible word. 

19 Apostles Woodruff, Erastus Snow, Brigham Young Jr., and Francis M. Lyman 
comprised a committee charged with aiding the Saints in St.Johns where a “mob 
spirit had arizen against the saints” (Scott G. Kenney, comp., Wilford Woodruffs Jour- 
nal, 1833-1898, 9 vols. [Midvale, Utah: Signature Books, 1983-85], 8:241, entry for Apr. 
8, 1884). In an effort to strengthen the community, 102 families were selected from 
various stakes throughout the territory to move south. Woodruff earlier wrote to Tay- 
lor that apportionment from each stake had been finalized, with Cache, Salt Lake, 
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A President & A members of the party went to the [St. George] Tem- 
ple-some of whom attended to ordinances for their dead. Prest Tay- 
lor examined the Stand, also the Records, and designated a suitable 
place for the building of a vault for the security of the Records in the 
South East comer of the basement inside & under the steps to the 
main entrance. Prest Taylor expressed his views in regard to the fur- 
ther organization of the High Priests & Elders Quorums. He has felt 
for some time the propriety of a Presidency of these quorums being 
organized for the church and body of members of these quorums. 
He also talked in regard to the Endowments and blessings conferred 
ther[e]in to those who are unworthy to receive those blessings. 

At the Temple I met many of the brethren and sisters with whom 
I am acquainted and who gave me a cordial greeting. I was much 
pleased to meet them. 

Bp Thos Chamberlain & Elder Thos Robertson from Orderville 
arrived & spent the evening with Prest Taylor & brethren in conver- 
sation. 

At 6 o.clock the Indians of this section of country met with Prest 
Taylor & had some talk in regard to their wishes. 

[April 26, 1884; Saturday] After Breakfast Prest [John D. T.] McAl- 
lister & Bp [James G.] Bleak called and submitted the bill of expenses 
in fitting up the St George Bakery into a Lyceum Hall amounting to 
$2402.73. The Relief Society have paid 45.00 and the Mutual Im- 
provement Associations have supplied in furnishings to the amount 
of $397.25. 

Prest Taylor proposed to meet the am[ou]nt to liquidate this in- 
debtedness and directed that a 20 deed be made to the Ecclesiastical 
Ward of St George , thus the Ward can hereafter keep up the ex- 
pense of said building— A 137274 was paid last year & 102847 yet due, 
this was ordered paid. A ... 

Prests Taylor & Cannon, Apostles Efrastus] Snow, M[oses] 
Thatcher, Bp W[illiam] B. Preston & L. John Nuttall met and consid- 
ered the time for Dedicating the Logan Temple. It having been rep- 
resented that the ground was broken and the A same A dedicated in 


Sanpete, Utah, and Weber stakes providing most of the emigrants (Woodruff to Tay- 
lor, Apr. 10, 1884, Lot Smith Papers, Special Collections, J. Willard Marriott Library, 
University of Utah, Salt Lake City). 

The article “a” is written over an illegible word. 
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May 1 877, a desire was manifest to have the dedication of the Temple 
on the 7th anniversary. Elder Thatcher was requested to obtain the 
date of the breaking of the ground— whereupon by telegram it was 
found to have been on the 17th of May 1877. It was therefore de- 
cided that the Logan Quarterly Conference be postponed until Fri- 
day May 16th, on Saturday May 17th dedicate the Temple, and on 
Sunday May 18th hold Conference meetings. 

It was also decided that the President start from St George on 
the homeward trip on Monday April 28th, drive to Leeds & hold 
meeting, thence to Toquerville, hold meeting & stay over night, 
[and] on Tuesday hold meetings at 10 a.m. & 2 p.m. & stay over 
night. On Wednesday lunch at Belleres & drive to Kanarra, hold 
meeting & stay over night. On Thursday drive to Cedar and after din- 
ner part of the company to Armstrongs, part to Johnsons Springs & 
part to Rush Lake. On Friday drive to Milford— load up Teams & Car- 
riages— and leave by the evening train, arrive at Salt Lake City 9.30 
a.m. Saturday morning. 

[April 27, 1884; Sunday] [At a meeting at 10 a.m.] Prest [John D. T.] 
McAllister referred to the action of the committee of the Apostles ap- 
portion[i]ng the missionaries to settle at St John in Arizona and sub- 
mitted the following names as those selected from [the] St George 
stake of Zion for this mission. Oscar Westover of Pinto, John F Laub 
of Hebron & Jeremiah Harridence of St George, all of whom were 
sustained by the congregation.... 

Prest John Taylor & Elder Nuttall drove to the Temple where 
Prest Taylor had some adoptions attended to, Bro John P. Jones for 
his father mother & others.... 

Prest Taylor decided that Elder E[rastus] Snow be allowed $4000 
on expense account of the company— 2000 on ZCMI & 2000 on the 
S[outhern] U[tah] T[ithing] office. 

At 7.30 p.m. attended a meeting in the Lyceum Hall. 

The Officers of the Relief Society also the enrolled members of 
the Y[oung] M[en’s] & Y[oungJ L[adies] M[utual] Improvement] 
Assocn for the purpose of dedication [of] the said hall, which had 
been fitted up for the purpose of holding meetings of these several 
societies, Prest Taylor having made an appropriation of $ to liqui- 
date the cost of fitting up the Hall. 

The choir sang. 

Prest Geo Q. Cannon offered up the Dedicatory Prayer.... 
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Apostle Moses Thatcher addressed the meeting— suggested that 
the young men & young ladies read the Bible, Book of Mormon & 
Doctrine and Covenants, that they may become acquainted with 
the doctrines of the Church— also Historical works— [and] noted 
[Thomas] Carlisle, “Hero & Hero Worship,” also “Notes on Inger- 
sol” by [Louis] A. Lambert. 

Elder A[ ntliony] W Ivins referred to his mission in Mexico and 
of his previous labors in Mutual Improv[eme]nt in St. George.... 

Prest Taylor stated that he had assum[e]d all the indebtedness 
pertain[in]g to this house, and all can now feel free in meeting here 
in the future. 

[April 28, 1884; Monday] Prest Taylor & party all well. Many of the 
brethren called at Bro [Erastus] Snow’s residence to bid adieu to 
Prest Taylor.... 

At 945 everything being ready, we bade adieu to the many breth- 
ren & sisters present & started for Leeds. It rained considerable 
while we were traveling, which made the roads very bad to travel 
on— arrived at Leeds at 1.10 p.m.... 

At 4.30, the teams & cariages being ready, started for Toquer- 
ville and arrived at 5.45. The Prest put up at Bp. Wm A. Bringhurst. 

Before leaving St George Prest Taylor made an appropriation in 
behalf of the Elders H[enry] 21 C. Rogers, Milton S. Ray, and the Indi- 
ans accompanying them while on their travels to their home in 
Southern Arizona, as follows, viz., 600 lbs of Grain, 300 lbs of Flour, 
50 lbs of Bacon or the am[ou]nt in Beef, 1 dozen Boxes of Yeast Pow- 
der, and some dried fruit— Bp J[ames] G. Bleak was directed to pro- 
vide the same. 

At 7.30 p.m. a meeting was held in the meeting House. 

At 7.30 Prests Taylor & Cannon and Elder Nuttall met with Bp 
Thos Chamberlain & Elder Thos Robertson at the residence of Bp 
Bringhurst. 

The affairs of the United Order of Orderville was considered, it 
having been said that it was the design to break up the Order next 
September. Prest Taylor said he did not want the people to thus 
break up, but to continue their labors in the United Order. Referred 
to other institutions wher[e]in when the capitol stock is put in it be- 
comes the company property & cannot be drawn out without the 
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consent of the company. Bro Chamberlain explained the circum- 
stances & condition of the people of their ward. After consideration 
Prest Taylor promised to write a letter to the people of Orderville 
giving his mind as to how they shall continue their labors.” 

[April 29, 1884; Tuesday] This morning I met with Bp. Thos Cham- 
berlain & Elder Thos Robertson and talked with them on Orderville 
matters & agreed to purchase some supplies for their Woolen Fac- 
tory— they left for home much encouraged in conversation with the 
Preside[n]cy & myself.... 

At Bp [William A.] Bringhursts residence at 6.30 Prests Taylor & 
Cannon, Elder Nuttall & Bp Bringhurst met and considered the posi- 
tion of Bro Robert Marshall of Toquerville whose 23 name had been 
submitted as a missionary to Great Britain & who had been repre- 
sented as not a fit person for a mission. An investigation had been 
had by Bp. Bringhurst & his councillors but nothing was proved 
against him. Bp Bringhurst could not recommend Bro Marshal as a 
representative man— but as a feeling had arisen against Bro Mar- 
shall] at Toquerville occasioned by rumor, Prest Cannon had' 4 taken 
some action in this matter on letters he had received from parties at 
Toquerville, and in consideration of the feelings which have arisen, 
and that Bro Marshall shall not be oppressed or deprived of filling a 25 


22 On May 5, Chamberlain would write to Nuttall: “There is a very unsettled feel- 
ing 8c the people are very anxious to hear what is in the promised letter from the First 
Presidency 8c yourself. There will be some who will not be willing to remain 8c labor 
together any longer than they are obliged to” (Thomas Chamberlain to Nuttall, May 5, 
1884, Nuttall Papers). George Q. Cannon, first counselor in the First Presidency, 
penned the promised letter on June 2, 1884. Lamenting that Orderville had reverted 
to its “old level” economic ways, Cannon nevertheless urged Chamberlain to return to 
the system of equal credits for labor. Discontented members of Orderville, he coun- 
seled, may renounce their membership under two conditions: the company must con- 
sent, and the director of the order, not the individual, must decide the share received. 
The establishment of a “reserve fund” was also suggested to provide shares to those 
who drop out and to allocate a small amount of money to each family for “personal 
gratifications and wants” (Cannon to Chamberlain, June 2, 1884, Scott G. Kenney Pa- 
pers, Special Collections, Marriott Library). The First Presidency apparently did not 
intend Orderville to be a model. In March 1883, Taylor reportedly told priesthood 
leaders that United Orders ought to operate under a board of directors, much as busi- 
ness corporations do. See Porter to James G. Bleak, Dec. 9, 1904, James Gordon Bleak 
Papers, L. Tom Perry Special Collections, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young Uni- 
versity, Provo, Utah. 

23 The word “whose” is written over an illegible word. 

24 The word “had” is written over an illegible word. 

25 The article “a” is written over an illegible word. 
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mission if he is worthy of such a position, he moved that Bro Marshall 
go on his mission as contemplated— which was carried. 

Sent Telegrams to Prest Smith. 

At 7.30 Prests Taylor & Cannon, Apostle Efrastus] Snow, L. John 
Nuttall & D[avid] D McArthur met at Bp Bringhursts house & the 
question of the Canaan Stock Company & dividends was called up 
and talked upon. Explanations were made by Bros Snow & McAr- 
thur. Bro Snow says that there is $2350.00 due the Trustee-in-Trust 
on Tithing of the company. There is also due I2‘A % on stock divi- 
dend, as declared and not been paid. It is also understood that the 
121/2% cash already paid has been charged back, to the parties who 
received it, on the books of the company. 

Prest Taylor asked Bro Snow what he wished done in this matter. 

He answered that if John W. Young did not properly arrange 
A the A matters A in difference between them , A he wanted him dealt 
with by the Presiden[c]y & Apostles at Salt Lake— also Bro Wolley at 
St George. 

Prest Taylor proposed that Bros Snow and the members of the 
old Board in behalf of the Stockholders endeavour to make an ami- 
cable settlement with Bro John W. Young & those associated with 
him of all matters in difference between them as regards the divi- 
dend as declared at St George and should it be necessary for further 
consideration it may be had by the First Presidency & Council of 
Apostles at Salt Lake City. 

Elder Thatcher held a Meeting with the Y[oung] M[en’s] I[m- 
provement] Assn. 

A telegram from WJilliam] B Dougall in regard to closing the 
Telegraph office at Silver Reef was viewed & considered. It was de- 
cided that Supt Dougall use his best judgment in that matter. 

[April 30, 1884; Wednesday] We left Toquerville at 8 a.m. At 10 a.m. 
while traveling, Prest George Q. Cannons carriage upset and threw 
Bro & Sister Cannon & Bro Cannon’s Son & daughter. 

[May 1, 1884; Thursday] All being ready started at 8 a.m. Roads rough 
& soft in places— were met near Hamilton’s by a mounted Escort. On 
arrival at Cedar [City] at 11.15 the Band was out and the Sunday 
School children with Banners lined the Street, and greeted the Presi- 
dent & party on their arrival.... 

At 115 p.m. a meeting was called by Hon Wm Jennings of the 
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members of the committee appointed by Zion’s Central Board of 
Trade to examine into the interests of the manufacture of Iron in 
Southern Utah. Present Hon Wm Jennings, Erastus Snow by Prest 
John Taylor, Moses Thatcher & Elias Morris, also Hon. Geo. Q. Can- 
non, President of the Iron Manufacturing Company of Utah, Prest 
John Taylor, a Director & Stockholder of the Iron Man[u]f[acturing] 
Co of Utah, L. John Nuttall, Secretary of the Committee & Mr Ricd 
Robertson, employed as Man[a]g[er] of 2,1 the works of the Iron 
Man[u]f[acturing] Co of Utah. 

The question of obtaining suitable Coal in Iron County for mak- 
ing Iron was presented and talked upon. After Consideration Elias 
Morris submitted the following: motion [“]I move that, with the view 
to ascertaining in the most satisfactory manner whether the mines in 
Iron County furnish suitable coal for the manufacture of iron from 
the ores owned by the Iron Manufacturing Company of Utah, a sub 
committee, consisting of Hons Erastus Snow & Moses Thatcher be 
appointed to act in connection with Thomas Taylor and Richard 
Robertson, Supt & Manager of the Iron Manufacturing of Utah, and 
to thoroughly examine the products of the different Coal mines, and 
learn which is the best adapted for the purpose of manufacturing 
iron, also for obtaining fire brick if it can be found, and report to the 
general committee appointed by Zion’s Central Board of Trade the 
result of their investigations and further to ascertain as near as possi- 
ble the distance from each mine to the proposed location of the Iron 
Works at Iron Springs. [”] Seconded & carried. 

Bro Bullock of Kanarra by request gave a statement of the coal 
mine near Kanarra— the vein is 20 feet wide with 3 layers of fire day 
running through it [and] a vein of fire clay 3 feet wide at the bottom, 
this about 4 miles from Kannara, or 3 miles from the front or base of 
the mountain. This is called the Union Mine— there is not much sul- 
phur in this coal. 

A telegram was sent to Elder E. Snow requesting him to meet El- 
der M. Thatcher at this place next Tuesday evening and confer with 
him on the coal and Iron question. 

Arrangements having been made for Prests Taylor & Cannon 
[and] A[ngus] M Cannon to drive to Rush Lake, the others to go to 
Johnsons Fort and stay for the night. 


26 “Mang. of’ is written over an illegible word. 
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[May 3, 1884; Saturday] Arrived at Salt Lake City at 9.30 a.m.— found 
all well. 

Prest A[braham] O. Smoot called on the Prest while the train 
stopped at Provo. 

Apostle F[rancis] M. Lyman joined the party at Provo and ac- 
companied to the City. 

[May 14, 1884; Wednesday] Prest John Taylor & party left by the 7.30 
a.m. train for Logan— the members of the party as follows[:] Prest 
John Taylor and wives June, Mary & Maggie and daughter Ida, Prest 
Geo. Q. Cannon & wife Eliza, Apostle WJilford] Woodruff & daugh- 
ter, E[rastus] Snow & wife Minerva, A[lbert] Carrington & wife, Geo 
Teasdale, H[eber] J Grant & wife, J[ohn] W Taylor & wife, Coun 
D[aniel] H. Wells & wife, Elder L. John Nutlall & wives, A[ngus] M 
Cannon & wife, J[ohn] D. T. McAllister & wife, D[avid] H. Cannon & 
daughter, 27 J[ohn] Irvine & wife, Sister M. M. Barratt, Sister Jane C. 
Young, [and] Bro C[harles] Barrell. Supt John Sharp accompanied 
the party to Ogden, 20 tickets having been provided, also a special 
car[; and] 15 seats were purchased, they being provided at the excur- 
sion rates. On arrival at Ogden a special car was provided on the 
Utah & Northern Railway by Supt W[illiam] B. Doddridge & Elder 
Zebedee Coltrin & his son joined the party. After a pleasant ride 28 ar- 
rived at Logan at 12.45 where, preparations having been made, all 
were soon provided for comfortably.... 

After dinner Prest Taylor and brethren went to the [Logan] 
Temple, also some of the Sisters, and spent the afternoon in examin- 
ing the several rooms and fixtures and giving such directions as he 
deemed proper.... 

At 7 30 p.m. a meeting was held at the residence of Apostle 
M[oses] Thatcher— present Prests Taylor & Cannon— apostles W. 
Woodruff, L[orenzo] Snow, E[rastus] Snow, F[ranklin] D. Richards, 
A[lbert] Carrington, M[oses] Thatcher, H[eber] J Grant &J[ohn] W 
Taylor, Coun D[aniel] H Wells, Elders W[illiam] B Preston, L John 
Nuttall, C[harles] O Card, Bps. B[enjamin] M. Lewis, [Henry] Bal- 
lard & L. G[eorge] Farrell, Dr [O. C.] Ormsby, Elder J[ames] A 
Leishman, [[antes] Z. Stewart, Dunn Quail, [Lorin?] Farr & 4 others. 
A report of the assets and liabilities of the Temple was read by Bro 
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Leishman. Prest Taylor stated that this meeting A as a preliminary 
one A had been called to enquire into the amount of indebtedness of 
the Temple and to find in what manner the means can be raised to 
pay the same, as a preliminary meeting . 

A list of questions which had been prepared by Prest Taylor per- 
taining to this matter was read by Prest Cannon and commented 
upon by Prest Taylor. 

The following figures were made showing the approximate as- 
sets of the Temple. 


Saw Mill 

2000.00 

Mdse 

200.00 

Oxen Carts &. 

1800.00 

Lumber at mill 

1000.00 

Lumber &c 

3000.00 

City Lot 

250.00 

Wagons 

150.00 

Lime Kiln & wood 

1082.15 

Horses 

600.00 

Scales 

250.00 

Stock & 

100.00 

Sundry ac[counts] 

1358.79 

Harness 

75.00 

Mdse P. O Petersen 50.00 

Lime 

450.00 

Cash on hand 

239.50 

Property not available 
Hoisting Engine 

Franklin Stone Quarry 
Logan & Smithfield Canal 

13.605.44 

Interest ZCMI 1836.00 

15.441.44 

100000 

100000 

27200 

$2272.00 


Prest Taylor— proposed to pay grain 500000 & raise cash on 
Mill & Stock 380000 
adjourned. 


[May 15, 1884; Thursday] I went with my wives to the Temple and ac- 
companied them through each room and onto the roof, Bro Hyrum 
Hansen having kindly furnished a team & carriage to haul us up, and 
he afterwards drove around town. 

Elder Nuttall met with Brojames A. Leishman at the Temple of- 
fice and examined his account of assets and liabilities and, as he had 
not all his accounts in, purposed having another meeting at 5 p.m. 
This was at the request of Prest Taylor. 

Prest Joseph F. Smith & wife A Edna A arrived to-day— also a num- 
ber of other brethren & sisters from the South. 
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In the afternoon Prest Taylor & a number of the brethren met at 
[the] residence of Bro M[oses] Thatcher and after talking as to the 
times of holding meetings &c it was decided that Conference meet- 
ings be held at 1030. a.m. Friday Morning, and at 2.30 afternoon in 
[the] Tabernacle. 

Dedication services in Temple on Saturday 17th at 10.30 morn- 
ing and meeting in Tabernacle at 2.30 afternoon— on Sunday meet- 
ings in the Temple and Tabernacle at 10.30 morning and in Taberna- 
cle at 2 30 afternoon, also in Temple if necessary. 

Further talk was had in regard to the accounts of the Temple and 
Elders L[orenzo] Snow & F[ranklin] D Richards— of the Temple com- 
mittee— were requested with Bros [William B.] Preston, [Marriner 
R.] Merrill & [Charles O.] Card to make a report pertaining to the In- 
debtedness and their views as to the manner of settling the same. 
These brethren with Elder Nuttall (in behalf of Prest Taylor) went to 
the Temple office & examined the accounts 8c drafted their report 
with figures accompanying, and at 7 30 met with Prests Taylor, Can- 
non & Smith and the other brethren when the report of the commit- 
tee was read by Elder Nuttall A as follows (see Report) . A Prest Cannon 
made some remarks as to the proper manner of showing up the sev- 
eral accounts— also made a calculation as to the indebtedness which 
being compared with the one already submitted by Elder Nuttall was 
found to correspond. 


The total liabilities being— 32,905.16 

total assets 14,715.72 

balance 18,189.44 

Of this amount Prest 21 Taylor proposed to pay for the Carpets, 
Fringe, 50 Plush' 1 Sec already ordered 160000. 

The Interest on Note cancelled by ZCMI 2503.06 

Trustee in Trust grain 5000 00 9103.06 

balance $9086.38 


Which amount Prest Taylor proposes to assume and with the help of 
Bros W[illiam] B. Preston & C[harles] O. Card make such arrange- 


29 The words “of this amount Prest” are written over some illegible words. 

90 The word “fringe” is written over an illegible word. 

31 As a noun, “plush” referred to upholstery with a velvety finish, usually made 
of silk or mohair and attached to a cotton backing, the threads cut rather than looped. 
“Fringe” referred to ornamental tassels attached to carpet, upholstery, and drapes. 
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ments for the disposal of the property as assets as shall b[e] the most 
beneficial. 

[May 16, 1884; Friday] Prest Taylor & party all well. 

At 9.15 a.m. Prest Taylor & Elders M[oses] Thatcher & L. John 
Nuttall again examined into the assets & liabilities of the Temple, but 
did not conclude the examination. 

At 10.30 a.m. the President, brethren & sisters met in Quarterly 
Conference in the Logan Tabernacle, the house filled in the lower 
part and a good number in the gallerys.... 

Shortly after the opening of the meeting Apostle Geo Teasdale 
was taken with a fainting spell. Elder Nuttall accompanied him to 
Bro Turner’s where [he] is staying, and administered to him such as 
he felt would do him good. 

At 2 p.m. the following brethren met at Bro M[oses] Thatchers— 
Viz. Prests John Taylor, Cannon & Smith, apostles W[ilford] Wood- 
ruff, IJorenzo] Snow & MJoses] Thatcher, Elders W[illiam] B. Pres- 
ton, L. John Nuttall & C[harles] O Card. 

Prest Taylor said, [“]in reflecting on the situation of the Temple 
Indebtedness— myself, Bros Cannon & Smith feel that the Saints of 
ihe Stakes of this Temple district have done very well and been very 
liberal in all their donations of means and labor. I have been look- 
ing over the statement of accounts as furnished by the committee 
and considering the same and as Trustee in Trust propose to as- 
sume this whole indebtedness of the Temple and propose to have 
Bp W[illiam] B Preston & Bro Cfharles] O Card to help me and thus 
relieve the Saints from any further advances of means for this pur- 
pose. 

I will present my views on this matter to the people and feel as- 
sured that all will be well 33 and properly arranged. In the future as to 
preparing the grounds and other necessary labor, the several wards 
can be called upon to accomplish the same. I can arrange to make set- 
tlement with Z.C.M.I. and thus all will be relieved. [”] 

Apostle Lforenzo] Snow said, [‘JPrest Taylor it is with peculiar 
feelings that I arise to say a few words, for I have had these matters 
before me and have realized the position and feelings of the Saints in 

32 The Logan temple was initially financed through cash and labor contributions 
from the church members. Total cost of the structure is estimated at $650,000. See 
Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom, 339. 

33 The word “well” is written over an illegible word. 
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this Temple District and I feel to express my feelings in behalf of the 
committee, also in behalf of the people and in name of the Lord say 
‘God bless you Bro Taylor for this manifestation of your good & kind 
feelings. [”’] The brethren responded [“]amen.[”] 

Prest Taylor said, | “ | these feelings are very proper, yet I feel this 
as a matter of duty as well as pleasure in thus appropriating the 
means that is placed in my hands by the people in the service of the 
Lord & for the best good at all times & upon all occasions— and I bless 
you my brethren of the Committee, with Bros Preston & Card, and 
all the good saints in their efforts to build up Gods Kingdom on the 
earth in the name of Jesus Christ— Amen.[”] The brethren all re- 
sponded [“]amen.[”] 

Prest Taylor stated that it had been decided that Elder Charles O 
Card be appointed as President of the Cache Stake of Zion, to fill the 
vacancy occasioned by the appointment of Prest WJilliam] B. Pres- 
ton to the office of Presiding Bishop of the Church and that 
Mar[r]iner W. Merrill be his first councilor and Orson Smith his sec- 
ond councilor, which was approved.... 

At 812 p.m. a meeting was held at Bro M. Thatchers— present 4 
Prests Taylor, Cannon & Smith, Elders L John Nuttall, C[harles] O. 
Card, M[arriner] W. Merrill & Orson Smith. The First Presidency set 
apart the following brethren— Cfharles] O. Card as President of 
Cache Stake, Prest Taylor mouth, Mariner W. Merrill as 1st Coun- 
cilor to Prest Card, Prest Cannon mouth, and Orson Smith as 2nd 
Counselor to Prest Card, Prest Jos F. Smith mouth. 

[May 17, 1884; Saturday] Prest Taylor & party all well this morning. 
Beautiful weather. (At the request of Prest Taylor I read to him the 
dedicatory prayer). 

The President proceeded to the Temple at 10 a.m. 

The doors were opened precisely at 1000 o. clock A a.m. A and the 
vast assembly and were closed at precisely 1030 a.m. The vast congre- 
gation were very quietly seated, 35 the following brethren in [illegible] 
the Melchisidec Stand. 

Prest John Taylor [sat] in the centre of the upper stand with 
Prest Geo Q Cannon & W[ilford] Woodruff on his right hand, with 
President Joseph F Smith & Apostle L[orenzo] Snow on his right left. 


34 The word “present” is written over an illegible word. 

35 Around 1,500 invited Saints were seated in the temple for the dedication. 
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In the Second Stand were Presidents C[harles] O. Card & 
W[illiam] Budge in the Centre & Mfarriner] W Merrill & 0[rson] 
Smith on their right, with Geo Osmond & Brest 0[liver] G Snow on 
their left. 

In the 3rd or High Priests Stand were Samuel Roskell[e]y, 
F[rancis] Gunnell, George Barber, J[ohn] U. Stucki, Hugh Findley & 
Chas Kelly. 

In the 4th or Elders Stand were N. W. Haws, Wm H. Lowe, Hans 
P. Hansen, Peter M. Maughan, Ben Hymas & Jos Hill. 

On the A upper A seats on Right of the stand were apostles 
Efrastus] Snow, FJranklin] D. Richards, A[lbert] Carrington, M[oses] 
Thatcher, George Teasdale, H[eber] J. Grant & John W. Taylor. 

In the next seats were Prest H[orace] S. Eldredge, Jacob Gates, 
Wm W. Taylor, Abraham H Cannon 8c Seymour B Young, [and] 
C[hristian] D. Fjeldstead of the 1st Presidents of Seventies— on the 
next seats were Elderfs] Lorin Farr, Eli Bell, [two lines blank] 

On the upper Seats on left of the Stand were Patriarchs John 
Smith, John Richardson, 0[le] N Liljenquest.Joel Ricks, W[illiam] W 
Ballard, Lemuel Mallory [?], Solomon Lundberg & John Boyce. 

On the next seats were Presidents of Stakes A[braham] O. 
Smoot, Jfohn] D. T. McAllister, L. John Nuttall, A[ngus] M Cannon, 
Hugh S. Gowans, L[evi] W Shurtleff, Wm. Paxman, W[illiam] W. 
Cluff, A[bram] Hatch, F[ranklin] Spencer, Jesse W Crosbyjr., Thos. 
E. Ricks, W[illiam] D. Hendricks, Willard G. Smith, [and] John R 
Murdock. 

Then the Counselors to the Presidents of Stakes A on the remain- 
ing & front seats. A ... 

The Aaronic Stand at the West end was seated as follows: 

[Illegible] Bishop Wm B. Preston in the Centre, with L[eonard] 
W. Hardy & Rfobert] T. Burton on his right and [page and a half 
blank] 36 

At 10.45 a.m. Prestjohn Taylor announced the opening hymn 1 ' 
which was sung by the Logan w Tabernacle Choir in charge of Elder 
Alexr Lewis. 


36 Nuttall intended to later fill in the names but never did so. At the bottom of 
the second page, in pencil, he simply wrote that “there were 90 Bishops & 79 Coun- 
selors.” 

3,7 The hymn was written by Henry W. Naisbitt specially for this occasion. 

38 “Logan” is written over “Tabernac”. 
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Prest John Taylor then offered the Dedicatory Prayer which oc- 
cupied 27 minuts. 39 

Prest Cannon announced the Temple Hymn, “In ages past &c” 
which was sung by the Choir. 

Prest Cannon then addressed the assembly in a very impressive 
manner for 15 minutes, followed by Prest Jos F. Smith who spoke 21 
minutes. 

Prest Cannon then announced an anthem, “With one United 
Voice,” which was sung by the Choir. 

Prest Wfilford] Woodruff then spoke 18 mints. Apostle L[or- 
enzo] Snow followed for 18 mints. 

After which President Taylor asked the congregation to stand 
upon their feet and repeat after him, [“ |f losanna! Hosanna! Ho- 
sanna! To God and the Lamb, forever and ever and ever, Amen and 
Amen,[”] to which all presented responded with the uplifted right 
hand. 

He then announced another meeting at the Temple at 10.30 
a.m. to-morrow Sunday. 

Also stated that the Saints present would be permitted to pass 
through the other parts of the Temple, [and] he would take the lead, 
then Bro Cannon & Smith with the Apostles would follow & the con- 
gregation walking in pairs so as to not create any disorder or confu- 
sion. 

Prest Cannon then an[n]ounced the Closing Hymn and Patri- 
arch John Smith pronounced the benediction at Vz past one p.m. 

Th e President Taylor & Cannon then took the lead, preceding] 
the brethren & Saints as heretofore stated. 

I called at the Telegraph Office and sent a 40 special to the 
Deseret News of the dedication (see telegram). 

At 2 30 p.m. Conference 41 Convened at the Tabernacle.... 

39 A portion of the prayer read: “We have built this house, and present it to 
Thee, and pray that Thou wilt accept it in the name of Thy Son Jesus Christ, Our Lord 
and Redeemer. We dedicate it ... unto Thee, the Lord our God, that it may be a place 
most holy wherein Thine ordinances may be performed, and Thy priesthood adminis- 
ter according to Thy holy law, and in accordance with Thy will and purposes pertain- 
ing to the human family” (qtd. in S. George Ellsworth, The Logan Temple [Logan, Utah: 
Logan Temple Centennial Commemoration Committee, 1984], 32). Some in atten- 
dance noted that the prayer was similar to that given for the Nauvoo temple. See 
Henry Ballard, Journal, May 18, 1884, Perry Special Collections. 

40 The article “a” is written over “the”. 

41 The word “conference” is written over an illegible word. 
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After Meeting the Logan and Grantsville Brass Bands joined 
performed some excellent music as a Serenade to the President at 
the residence of Bro M[oses] Thatcher, the Grantsville Band having 
come to Logan especially for this occasion. 

Prest Taylor & wives & Elder Nuttall and wives attended a Con- 
cert given by the Logan Tabernacle choir at the Opera House. 

[May 18, 1884; Sunday ] Prest Taylor & brethren proceeded to the 
Temple 42 — except Prest W[ilford] Woodruff— and such of the Twelve 
& Presidents of Stakes as he invited to attend the Tabernacle services 
this morning.... 

At 2.30 p.m. Conference Convened in the Tabernacle. Prest 
Taylor & brethren present. The Choir Sang. Prayer by [blank]. Sang 
[blank]. The Sacrament was administered. 

Prest Taylor then addressed the Meeting for 1 hour and 36 min- 
utes. 43 Prest Cannon gave notice of meeting at the Temple to-mor- 
row morning at 1030 o’clock. Prest Woodruff also gave notice of 
meeting this evening of the Mutual Improvement Association at the 
Basement of the Tabernacle.... 

At the close of the meeting, Prest Taylor having invited a party to 
accompany him to the Temple, he went up to and through the sev- 
eral rooms and most of the party went up onto the roof, and then dis- 
persed to their several homes.... [half page blank] 

President Taylor, in contemplating the organization of a work- 
ing party [to perform ordinances] at the Temple, suggested the fol- 
lowing named persons to commence said labors— as follows. Prest Jo- 
seph F Smith, Prest W[ilford] Woodruff, Apostle George Teasdale, 
Coun Daniel H. Wells, Elder John D. T. McAllister, Elder L. John 
Nuttall, Elder Angus M. Cannon, Elder David H. Cannon, Elder 
John Smith, Elder Jacob Gates, [three lines blank], Sister Zina D. H. 
Young, Sister Marinda Hyde, Sister Lucy B. Young, Sister Minerva 


42 Services proceeded as on the day before, except that George Q. Cannon read 
the dedicatory prayer. 

43 Jo Ann Sloan Rogers gave the following report of Taylor’s discourse: “Prest 
Taylor spoke of the Priest[hoods] Aaronic and Melchesedek. Spoke of the comforter 
Jesus promised would come 8c show the things of the Father[,] which has been given 
for our instructions in these days. Referred to the discouraging circumstances in which 
the Kirtland temple [was abandoned].... He declared the [Logan] Temple & the Labors 
thereon were sanctioned 8c approved of the Lord. (Amen says I.) ... Discouraged the 
seeking of the pleasures of the world” (Rogers, Diary, May 18, 1884, Archives, Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah). 
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Snow, Sister Bathsheba W. Smith, Sister Precinda Kimball, Sister 
Zina Y. Williams, and appointed Wednesday May 21st as the day to 
commence administering 44 the ordinances in the Temple. 

[May 19, 1884; Monday] Prests [John] Taylor & [George Q.] Cannon 
& Elder [L. John] Nuttall met at the residence of Bro M[oses] 
Thatcher at 8 a.m. 

Prest Taylor gave instructions as to the organization of the High 
Council of the Cache Stake of Zion and of their place to sit in the 
Melchesedic stand of the Temple— viz: that they sit in the seats on the 
right and left of the stand occupied by the Presidency of the Stakes. 

The names of t he He also spoke his mind in regard to commenc- 
ing the work in the Temple, viz. to commence on the morrow, re- 
peating the names as selected last evening as the workers in the open- 
ing exercises. He also desired that a sufficient number of persons be 
notified to attend as candidates for Ordinances. 

At 45 9 30 a.m. Prests Taylor, Cannon & Smith, Apostles M 
Thatcher & H[eber] J. Grant, Bp W[illiam] B Preston, Prest Cfharles] 
O Card, M[arriner] W Merrill & L. John Nuttall met and the follow- 
ing named persons were set apart under the hands of these brethren 
as High Councilors in the Cache Valley Stake of Zion— viz. 

George Barber, Snr— set apart as High Councilor. Prest John 
Taylor mouth. 

Joseph H. Goddard Ordained a High Priest and set apart as 
High Councilor. Prest Geo. Q. Cannon mouth. 

James Z. Stewart set apart as High Councilor. Apostle Moses 
Thatcher mouth. 

Mariner W Merrill Jr Ordained a High Priest & set apart as High 
Councilor. Apostle Heber J. Grant mouth. 

Lyman R Martineau set apart as High Councilor. Prest Jos. F. 
Smith mouth. 

Seth A Langton Ordained a High Priest & set apart as High 
Councilor. Bp Wm B. Preston mouth. 

The Names of the High Council of Cache Stake of Zion are as fol- 
lows[:] George W. Thatcher, Niels Hansen, James A. Leishman, Al- 
vin Crockett, Aaron F. Farrjr., H. K. Cranney, George Barber, Senr, 
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44 The word “administering” is written over an illegible word. 

45 “At” is written over “The”. 
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Joseph H. Goddard, fames Z. Stewart, Mariner W. Merrill, Jr, Lyman 
R Martineau, Seth A. Langton. 

Then proceeded to the Temple. 

The Temple doors were opened at 10 a.m. and closed at 1030.... 

Prest Taylor said, [“]We have assembled here today as on two 
former occasions so that those who have not heretofore had this priv- 
ilege of being present before to witness the [dedication] ceremonies 
[may do so]. We purpose having the same ceremonies which have 
been had heretofore today, that as many as possible can have the op- 
portunity of entering into those services. 

[“]I offered up the dedicatory prayer on the first day— Prest Can- 
non also did so on yesterday, and Prest Jos. F Smith will offer up the 
same prayer this morning. [”] ... 

At 3 30 p.m. Prests Taylor, Cannon & Smith, Apostles W[ilford] 
Woodruff, Efrastus] Snow, F[ranklin] D. Richards & Geo Teasdale, 
Bp W[illiam] B. Preston, Elders L. John Nuttall, A[ngus] M Cannon, 
J[ohn] D. T. McAllister, M[arriner] W Merrill, C[harles] O Card, 
John R Murdock, D[avid] H Cannon, Orson Smith, [and] Bp Jos 
Kimball met at the residence of Bro Moses Thatcher’s. Consider- 
ation of the selection and appointment of the regular workers in the 
Temple was had. 

Prest Taylor said that [“]in selecting men and women as workers 
in the Temple we want those who can leave their homes and farms for 
a season and supply their own necessities for living and doing their 
work, without being dependent on the Temple for their sustenance, 
with the exception of those who must be employed permanently. 
This method has been presented before to the Apostles for some 
time past but it seems has not been carried out as designed. Now in 
this Temple, as well as at St George Temple, in the selection and call- 
ing of proper persons it must be with this understanding in view. It 
will soon be necessary to have some person appointed whose busi- 
ness it will be to see that suitable persons are selected for workers, just 
the same as we do with our missionaries to the nations of the earth. 

[“]And these workers are to labor as missionaries and provide 
[for] themselves to stay as long as shall be needed, not that this labor 
shall be made oppressive to any one, but that they can have their 
home affairs so arranged as not to interfere with this labor— now this 
is the plan to be adopted, I know it without any doubts of any kind, 
and this plan must be carried out without any failures. 
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[“]Make your selections for the present as also in the future with 
this plan in view and see that it is fully carried out.[”] The following 
names were presented and approved. Samuel Roskelly as Recorder, 
Thos Morrell as Asst Recorder, John Crowther, Engineer, Wm 
NcNiel, Door Keeper & Janitor, N[iels] C. Eld[li]fsen, 0[le] N. 
Liljenquest, Thomas Moore, George Baugh, John Boice, Charles Os- 
car Dunn, Charles Hubbard, Robert Bain, Susannah Moore, Margret 
R. Roskelly, SelinaJ. Morrell, Mary Ann Boice, Mary Ann Hubbard, 
Letitia Dunn, Elizabeth John Townsend. 

Bp Wm B Preston asked the following questions. Can the Coun- 
selors to the President of a Stake preside in the High Council in the 
absence of the President. 

Prest Taylor— Yes! 

Can the High Council hear & determine cases without the pres- 
ence of the President and his Counselors? 

Prest Taylorf:] Yes. But they should not be in such a position, 
and you wont have any occasion to be in such a position. 

On a question from A[ngus] M Cannon Prest Taylor said it 
would be right for the High Council to entertain and hear com- 
plaints against all members of the Church, even to the Twelve Apos- 
tles, but not against himself or his Counselors, or the Pres[i]d[ing] 
Bp. The Revelation says that the Bishop shall be tried before the First 
Presidency— this refers to the Presiding Bishop and those Bishop’s 
agents appointed for special labors by the First Presidency outside of 
an Organized Stake. 

[May 20, 1884; Tuesday] At 9.30 a.m. a meeting was held at the resi- 
dence of Bro. MJoses] Thatcher of the special committee of Zions 
Central Board of Trade in regard to the Iron Manufacturing inter- 
ests of Utah— present Wm. Jennings, Efrastus] Snow, M[oses] Thatch- 
er, John R Murdock & Elias Morris of the Committee, also Prests Tay- 
lor & Cannon & Smith, Elders AJngus] M Cannon & L.John Nuttall. 

Bro. E[rastus] Snow made a verbal report of the investigations of 
himself and Bro M[osesJ Thatcher in regard to the Coal mines both in 
Cedar Kanyon, also at Kanarra, they [having] found the best coal at 
Kanarra and in the greatest quantities. They had also examined the 
Quitchem Pa Springs which appears to be the most available place for 
works being handy to the Coal and Iron, also good water and plenty 
of it. Samples of Coal from the various mines, also Fire Clay, have 
been obtained and are now at Salt Lake City being assayed. 
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Talk was had as to the most feasible place to locate the Iron 
works, also the question of hauling the Railway Iron &c from Bul- 
lionville. 

Upon consideration it was decided to send a telegram to Thom- 
as Taylor suggesting that he put his teams to work to haul the Railway 
Iron &c and as soon as the President & party returns to Salt Take City 
another meeting can be held & he [will be] directed to what point to 
deliver the iron &c. 

Elias Morris moved that the committee adjourn to meet at Salt 
Lake City, subject to call of the chairman— carried, [two lines blank] 
Presidents Taylor, Cannon & Smith met and considered the ap- 
pointment of a President to take charge of the Logan Temple. 

Whereupon it was decided that Elder Mariner W. Merrill be ap- 
pointed President and to take full and complete charge of the Logan 
Temple. 

It was further decided that Bro M[arriner] W. Merrill and Bro 
C[harles] O. Card be each allowed the sum of $1500.00 per year 
from the Tithing Office for their services in the Cache stake of Zion 
and labors in the Logan Temple. 

The Presidency 46 and others of the brethren spent the afternoon 
at the Temple examined the Engine pipes 8cc to see that everything 
was in proper order for the ordinances tomorrow. 

[May 21, 1884; Wednesday] Prests Taylor, Cannon & Smith and the 
apostles, brethren & Sisters met at the Temple this morning and 
complete preparations were made for the work in the ordinances. 
[The following roles were assigned for the dramatic presentation:] 
Prest Jos. F Smith, as E[loheim] 

Prest J[ohn] D. T. McAllister, M[ichael] & A[dam] 

Geo Teasdale, Y[ehova] 

D[avid] H. Cannon, P[eter] 

A[ngus] M. Cannon, J[ames] 

Ole. N. Liljenqust, J[ohn] 

N[iels] C. Edlifsen, L[ucifer] 

Thomas Moore, P[riest] 

Minerva Snow, E[ve] 

L. John Nuttall, Recorder. 

Patriarch John Smith, Sword & prompter [?] 


“Presidency” is written over an illegible word. 
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Prests Taylor, Cannon & Smith, apostles W[ilford] Woodruff, 
L[orenzo] Snow, E[rastus] Snow, F[ranklin] D Richards, M[oses] 
Thatcher, G[eorge] Teasdale, H[eber] J. Grant &J[ohn] W. Taylor, 
Coun A D[aniel] H Wells, A Patriarch John Smith, Bp W[illiam] B Pres- 
ton & C[harles] O Card & A M[arriner] W Merrill A met in the garden 
[room]— when Prest Taylor submitted the name of Bro M[arriner] 
W. Merrill as President of the Logan Temple, which was unani- 
mously approved and Brother Merrill was ordained, blessed and set 
apart to preside over the Logan Temple and all it[s] affairs— with 
power A and authority to officiate in all ordinances performed there- 
in & A to appoint and set in order the administrators for the washings, 
anointings and Endowments and scalings administered to the Saints 
in this Holy House for the living and the dead. 

Elders Nuttall & [James A.] Leishman having prepared the lists 
of names of those for baptisms and for Endowments, the saints pres- 
ent were seated in the Recorders Room & in the Hall, when Prest 
George Q. Cannon offered the Morning prayer. 

After which the ordinance of Baptizm was performed, Apostle 
F[ranklin] D. Richards the first male for the dead and Sister Sophia 
Elizabeth Taylor Nuttall the first female for the dead— others were 
baptized for their health and for renewal of covenants, also for the 
dead. 

Elder David H. Cannon officiated in the Font. 

Prests Taylor, Cannon & Smith in confirming Apostle F[ranklin] 
D Richards for the renewal of his covenants. 

F.ld[er]s L. John Nuttall & Samuel Rockelly, Recorders. 

Elders Thos Moore & Charles Oscar Dunn as Confirmers. 

M[arriner] W. Merrill, C[harles] O. Card & Bro Turner wit- 
nesses. 

The brethren & Sisters called as workers then attended to the 
washings & anointings & Endowments. 

The ordinances of Baptizms, washings, anointings. Endowments, 
Sealings & Second Anointings for the Living and the dead were pre- 
formed during the day. 

Elders Ebenezer Young Taylor and Sister [blank], also Elder 
Frank Young Taylor and Sister [blank] Campbell were united in 
marriage by Prest John Taylor— these brethren being sons of Prest 
Taylor. 4 ' 
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The subject of adoption was presented, Elder L John Nuttall be- 
ing desirous to have that ordinance attended to. Some conversation 
was had on this matter after which Prest Taylor proposed to consider 
the subject and he would meet at the Temple to-morrow morning 
and t[a]ke such steps as he should deem proper. Prests Taylor & Can- 
non, apostle E[rastus] Snow & Elder L John Nuttall were together in 
considering this subject. 

[May 22, 1884; Thursday ] Prests Taylor, Cannon & Smith & the breth- 
ren of the Apostles & others met at the Temple at 9.30 a.m. 

There were present in the Recorders Room as follows— Prests 
John Taylor, George Q Cannon, Joseph F. Smith, Apostles W[il- 
ford] Woodruff, L[orenzo] Snow, E[rastus] Snow, F[ranklin] D. 
Richards, M[oses] Thatcher, G[eorge] Teasdale, Coun D[aniel] H 
Wells, Prestsjfohn] D T Mcallister, L. John Nuttall, Ajngus] M Can- 
non, W[illiam] B Preston, C[harles] O. Card, Mjarriner] W Merrill, 
Elders D[avid] H Cannon, Samuel Roskelly, T[homas] Morrell & 
Geo W Thatcher. 

Presidentjohn Taylor directed the Temple Recorder to place on 
the records of the Temple as follows: 

“That the Lord is well pleased and has accepted this House, and 
our labors in its Dedication, also the labors of the people in its build- 
ing and beautifying— and whatever the Saints may feel to place into it, 
to ornament and embellish it, will also be acceptable. 

I state this as the Word of the Lord. And the Lord will continue 
to reveal unto us every principle that shall be necessary for our guid- 
ance in the future in all matters pertaining to our labors both spiritu- 
ally and temporal[l]y.[”] 

Several of the brethren A briefly A express[e]d their satisfaction, 
in conversation, of all that had transpired in the building and A in A 
the past days services. When President Taylor afterwards made perd- 


and dead, among the number was my mother, she was baptized seven times for her 
health and hearing. Prests Taylor and Cannon, Apostles Erastus Snow, Moses Thatcher 
and H[eber] ). Grant confirmed mother. Prest Geo. Q. Cannon being mouth. Bishop 
David Cannon of Saint George officiated in baptizing. I never felt better in my life 
than while assisting in my mother’s confirmation, and I am free to confess that as near 
as I can judge the testimony of the spirit it was that her hearing should be restored to 
her” (Grant, Diary, May 21, 1884, typescript in D. Michael Quinn Papers, Special Col- 
lections, Beinecke Library, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut; original in LDS 
Archives). 
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nent remarks on the subject of adoption, 48 A said A he had been con- 
sidering this subject and had the matter and the keys thereof before 
him, and in a short time he would make it plain to all, so that there 
A need A c o ul d be no misunderstanding. He also referred to Abraham 
& others— A after which A 

He arose to his feet and said, “God accepts us and our labors and 
if we will do His will and keep His commandments. He will stand by 
and sustain us, and no power on the earth or in hell shall have power 
to do us any harm or to injure us in any manner. I feel to bless you my 
brethren here present in the name of Israels God, and you and your 
families shall be blessed, and God will raise you up and lift you on 
high. I feel like shouting Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Glory to God, For his 
Kingdom and people shall triumph. A 1 say it A in the name of Israels 
God, Amen.[”] 

All present responded [“]Amen.[”] 

Prests Taylor & Cannon & Elder Nuttall then proceeded up to 
the sealing room where Prest Taylor explained further in regard to 
the ordinance 49 of Adoption and concluded to postpone any action 
on that ordinance for the present and until he shall give further in- 
structions pertaining thereto. 

Everything now being in working order at the Temple the Presi- 
dent & brethren left & prepared for starting to Salt Lake this after- 
noon.... 

Arrived at Salt Lake at 7 30 p.m., all well and found families all 
well. 

While on the train a dispatch was received from Elder Geo 
Reynolds setting forth that it was rumored that Prest Jos F Smith & 
Coun D[aniel] H Wells were wanted by the Grandjury as witnesses in 
some Polygamy cases before them, [half page blank] 

[June 12, 1884; Thursday] Prest Taylor & party left by the 7.30 a.nt. 
train for Logan via. Ogden.... 

After dinner the Prest & party drove to the [Logan] Temple and 
remained there until after 6 p.m.— spent the evening in conversation 
at Bro [William B.] Prestons. A question was submitted to Prest Tay- 


48 For more on adoptions, see Gordon Irving, “The Law of Adoption: One Phase 
in the Development of the Mormon Concept of Salvation, 1830-1900,” BYU Studies 14 
(Spring 1974): 291-314. 

49 The word “ordinance” is written over “adoption”. 
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lor which he heard & referred the matter to the High Council. 

June 13, 1884; Friday] At 9 oclock the President went to the Temple 
and followed in the ordinances. He remained at the Temple all day & 
gave such instructions as seemed to him necessary. 

Bps E[lijah] F. Sheets & [Francis C.] Gunnell called on Prest Tay- 
lor & reported their labors with the Church herd in Southern Idaho. 
They had been offered an excellent ranch with House & improve- 
ments & 160 acres of ground fenced For 240000— $50000 of the 
amount to be paid down & the balance in 6 weeks. This ranch is situ- 
ated on Battle Creek and controls the whole of the waters of said 
creek from the springs down to the ranch house by a water ditch for 
all that is needed. 

The President proposed to consider this matter & decide in the 
morn[i]ng. 

Prest Cannon & Elder [Franklin D.] Richards attended a session 
of the High Council this evening. 

June 14, 1884; Saturday] At 9 a.m. Prests Taylor & Cannon, apostle 
F[ranklin] D Richards, L. J[ohn] Nuttall, W[illiam] B Preston, E[lijah] 
F. Sheets & Bp [Francis C.] Gunnell met at Bro Prestons. When the 
subject of the purchase of the “Roscoe” Ranch was called up, and af- 
ter consideration, on motion of Prest Cannon, it was deci[d]ed to 
make the purchase for $240000 & that Bp. Sheets proce[e]d to Ox- 
ford [Idaho] to day & consummate the purchase. 

Bp Preston arranged for obtaining $500.00 to make the first pay- 
ment from ZCMI. [four lines blank] 

Elder Nuttall proceeded to the Temple to obtain a correct state- 
ment of the Temple fmanc[e]s & the indebtedness thereof, [two 
lines blank] 

At 2 p.m. a meeting was called at Bp. Prestons. There were pres- 
ent Prests John Taylor & Geo Q Cannon, Apostles Ffranklin] D 
Richards & M[oses] Thatcher, Bp W[illiam] B Preston, Prest L. John 
Nuttall, C[harles] O Card, MJarriner] W. Merrill, J[ohn] D. T. Mc- 
Allister, Elder D[avid] H. Cannon & James Leishman, John Irvine 
[two lines blank] 

Prest Taylor said [“]I thought it proper to have a meeting of the 
brethren this afternoon, as we now have our Temple completed and 
in its workings to have everything move along satisfactory without 
any jars or trouble. We have been endeavouring to have our financial 
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matters got into proper shape. I have arranged to have the indebted- 
ness of the Temple to Z.C.M.l. paid.[”] (Asked 0 Elder Nuttall to read 
the statement of the supt & Inventory of ZCMI, which was done. The 
Statement is as follows. 

“Salt Lake City, UT. 

June 11th 1884 

Received from John Taylor, Trustee in Trust for the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, the sum of Fif- 
teen thousand four hundred dollars on account of indebt- 
edness due Z.C.M.L by the Logan Temple. 

And we hereby accept [from] the said John Taylor, 
Trustee in Trust, [his guarantee] for the balance due us of 
$8517.18 by the Logan Temple up to the fifteenth day of 
May AD 1884, he having agreed to settle this amount. And 
we have no further claims, charges or demands against the 
said Logan Temple, the Superintendent of the same, or any 
committee authorized to contract debts from the same, pre- 
vious to the last mentioned date. 

HJorace] S Eldredge, Superintendent, 

Thomas G. Webber, Secretary.” 

Prest Taylor then proceeded & said[: “]It is necessary that every- 
thing be put into proper position for the running of the Temple. 
When here before, we met and concluded that the workers should 
devote their time in the Temple for a season as missionaries, with the 
exceptions of 4 or 6 whose time will be wholly occupied [and who] 
should be sustained some other way, which I suppose will be by the 
church unless some other plan is provided, but the other workers 
must sustain themselves. I speak of these things that for this Temple 
as also all others, proper arrangements may be made, that our Tem- 
ples can be conducted in suitable & proper mannerj”] (See Bro J. 
Irvings minutes) [eight lines blank] 

In the evening Bp I[saac] E. D. Zundell called on Prest Taylor 
with some 3 Indians who have come south from the Shoshones 
agency in the Wind River Mountains. They wanted to talk with Prest 
Taylor. He appointed Monday morning to meet them, [four lines 
blank] 
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June 15, 1884; Sunday] Prest Taylor & party all well this morning. 

Sister Rebecca Thomas of Benson [Idaho] called on Prest Taylor 
in regard to her position, she having been the wife of John Williams 
who is dead & raised a family by him. The Prest heard her statement 
& promised to consider the same & would see her again, also re- 
quired her to converse with her children & learn their views and de- 
sires as to their father in adoption &c. 51 

At 1030 a.m. a meeting of the Sunday School Union of the Cache 
Valley Stake was held in the Tabernacle under the direction of Elder 
C[harles] W. Nibley & his assistants. 

The School Sang— & prayer was offered by Apostle F[ranklin] D. 
Richards. 

Singing of songs from the Sunday School book & recitations 
from passages of Scripture & cards were nicely rendered, after which 
Prest Geo Q Cannon made some very appropriate remarks and’" 
which Prest John Taylor by request delivered a detailed account of 
the massacre of the Prophet Joseph Smith & his Brother Patriarch 
Hiram Smith at Carthage Jail [Illinois] and of his own experience at 
that time, which was listened to with profound interest by the 
Children and all present, [four lines blank] 

June 16, 1884; Monday] A[l] 9 a.m. ’ ’ Bp. [Isaac E. D.] Zundel with 3 
Indians, “John” of Washakie, “Wunzemuntz” & “Oojumbee” from 
the Wind River Mountains Washakies Camp, called on Prest Taylor 
at Bro [William B.] Prestons. Presidents Taylor & Cannon, Apostles 
[Franklin D.] Richards & Mfoses] Thatcher, Bp W[illiam] B Preston, 
Elder L John Nuttall & John Irvine, also Bp Zundell & the Indians 
[were present]. 

President Taylor talked with the Indians (see Bro Irvines notes) 
[three lines blank] 

Prest Taylor directed that these Indians received some clothing 
at Z.C.M.I., which was attended to by Elder Nuttall, and $16.50 was 
expended in their behalf. 

51 At the end of Journal 15, Nuttall wrote in pencil: “Sister Williams expressed 
her wishes that ... she would rather go with [remain sealed to] Bro Williams. Bro F[ran- 
cis] M Lyman also knows Bro 8c Sister Williams. It appears that Bro Williams before his 
death took off his garments 8c did not wear them even when he died. They had 13 chil- 
dren— were these children born in the covenant, if so they have no need of sealing to 
their father.” 

52 The word “and” is written over an illegible word. 

53 The number “9” is written over the letter “M”. 
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In the afternoon sister Margret Schiess of Providence called on 
Prest Taylor and represented the actions of her husband Conrad 
Schiess towards her— she states that they were married in Switzer- 
land and they had 5 children, 2 of whom died, that it was deemed 
proper by the Elders that she & the 3 children should emigrate 8c the 
husband to follow after. He did not follow, but had intercourse with 
another Woman. He afterwards came out to Utah with this woman, 
he left her at Mt Pleasant & called on his wife at Providence. She 
A had A promised to forgive him before he came out if he would do 
right— he came & staid with her 3 months, but did not do right & he 
left her, went to Salt Lake City & She has heard that he has gone to 
California. He left her some 17 months ago. She does not want to 
have anything more to do with him but would like to obtain her En- 
dowments in the Temple. 

Prest Taylor after hearing her statement suggested that she ob- 
tain a Divorce from her husband in the Probate Court— that she has 
permission to obtain her Endowments in the Temple and that in the 
future when ’ 1 she shall deem it proper to make choice of a husband 
she can be sealed to him. 

Prest Taylor & Nuttall A spent the afternoon in A comparing the 
Temple ordinances with the Bible & the new 35 translation as found in 
the Pearl of Great Price. 

Prest Cannon 8c wife, also Bro M[oses] Thatcher & wife, spent 
the afternoon in company at the residence of Sister Zina Y. Wil- 
liams. 

In the evening, Prests Taylor & Cannon 8c Elder Nuttall at Bro 
Prestons considered the appointment of an assistant to Prest M[ar- 
riner] W. Merrill on the Logan Temple— whereupon it was decided 
that Elder N[iels] C Edlifsen be appointed as assistant and that his sal- 
ary be fixed at $1000.00 per year. 

The minutes of an investigation had before the High Council of 
the Cache Valley Stake of Zion on the even[i]ng ofjune 13th 1884, in 
the case of the application of Sister Ellen Clifford Andrews or 
Hanson as to which of her husbands she with her children should be 
sealed to, were submitted & read and (see minutes on file). 

After reading the said minutes of the High Council and after due 
consideration of the whole case the First Presidency decided that Sis- 
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ter Ellen Clifford 5 * 1 be permitted to make her choice as to whether 
she will be sealed to her first husband Thomas Andrews A (dead) A or 
to her second husband John E. Hansen (now living) and in case she 
chooses to be sealed to Bro Hansen, that Bro Hansen be instructed 
to do all in his power in behalf of Bro Andrews in obtaining Endow- 
ments for him, and it is also suggested that he and sister Hansen have 
some woman sealed to Bro Andrews and also have the children and 
Bro. Andrews adopted into their family. 

Elder Lorenzo D Young called on Prest Taylor this even[i]ng. 

June 1 7, 1884; Tuesday] At 9 o[’]clock a.m. Prests Taylor & Cannon, 
Elders [Franklin D.] Richards & Nuttall, Sister S[ophia] Taylor & A. 
Schwartz went to the Temple. There were a number of saints present 
and the ordinance of Baptism was being attended to. 

Prest Cannon met with Bros C[harles] O Card & E Quayle, also 
Elder F[ranklin] D. Richards, and arranged for Bro Quayle to have 
some differences existing between him & his Bishop Robt Davidson 
properly adjudicated by the High Council. 

Prests Taylor & Cannon, Apostle F[ranklin] D Richards & 
M[oses] Thatcher, Elders M[arriner] W Merrill, L John Nuttall, 
J[ohn] D T McAllister, C[harles] O Card, D[avid] H Cannon & N[iels] 
C Edlifsen met in the large office of the Temple upstairs, when Prest 
Taylor stated that it had been proposed to appoint Bro Edlifsen as as- 
sistant to Bro M[arriner] W Merrill— as President of the Temple. This 
was unanimously approved, also that his salary be fixed at $100000 
per year— after which Bro Niels Christian Edlifsen was blessed and 
set apart at 1 115 a.m. as assistant to President Mfarriner] W. Merrill 
of the Logan Temple with authority to officiate in the Sealing Ordi- 
nances in said Temple and attend to all duties therein under the di- 
rection of President Merrill. Prest John Taylor was mouth, assisted 
by Prest G[eorge] Q. Cannon, Apostle F[ranklin] D. Richards & Prest 
M[arriner] W. Merrill. 

Apostle Moses Thatcher was also set apart and authorized to at- 
tend to the Sealing Ordinances in 57 the Logan Temple and as an As- 
sistant to Prest M[arriner] W. Merrill, but these labors are not to in- 
terfere with his duties as an apostle— Prest Taylor mouth, the breth- 
ren as above assisting. 


56 “Clifford” is written over an illegible word. 

The word “in” is written over an illegible word. 


Elder John D T McAllister was blessed and set apart to preside 
over the St George Temple with power and authority to seal, bless 
and attend to all ordinances in the St George Temple A an[d] also 
confirmi[n]g his labors in the Logan Temple. A Prest Taylor mouth, 
assisted by the above named brethren, also apostle M[oses] Thatcher. 

Elder David H. Cannon was also blessed and set apart and autho- 
rized to attend to the Sealing Ordinances and all ordinances in the St 
George Temple as an assistant to Prest J[ohn] D. T. McAllister by 
Prest John Taylor, the aforenamed brethren assisting. 

After which Prest Taylor made a few remarks in regard to the 
proposed legislation now before the Senate of the United States— 
asked the brethren to call upon the Lord for His interference in 
their endeavours against His people, and he blessed all the brethren 
present. 

The President & brethren then proceeded to the Recorders 
room & Prest Taylor directed that a large doorway be cut through 
into the room now used as a dining room so that these 2 rooms can 
be used by the saints during the morning for taking the records, 
morning prayers &c— and also used separately where so needed. 

Everything being satisfactory in the Temple, the President & 
party left, blessing the brethren & sisters there at work. 

After dinner and A at A 130 every arra[n]gement having been 
made, the President & party left in a Pullman car for the City.... 

Bp E[lijah] F. Sheets was on the train returning from Oxford 
[Idaho]. He reported having made satisfactory arrangements for 
purchasing the Battle Creek Ranch in Idaho from Mr Roscoe. He 
had paid the 50000 down & given his note for the balance & had pro- 
cured the necessary deeds which he had with him and he had 
examin[e]d the County Records to find that all was correct. 

[July 8, 1884; Tuesday] President John Taylor & party left by the 3.55 
p.m. train for Logan via Ogden. 

Present of the party President John Taylor and daughter Ida, 
President Geo. Q. Cannon, Apostle Ffranklin] D. Richards, Elders L. 
John Nuttall, John Irvine, F[ranklin] S. Richards, [and] A[urelius] 
Miner, also C[harles] Barrell, Sisterjane Taylor, [and] Julia C. Taylor 
accompanied the President to Ogden. Bp. R[obert] T. Burton also 


58 The capital letter “H” is written over a lower-case “h”. 
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went along to Brigham City and Bp. E[lijah] F. Sheets to Logan on his 
way to Battle Creek Ranch. 

On arrival at Ogden the party waited some 3 hours for the Utah 
& Northern train. The President drove to his son Richards with his 
wife Jane & took supper. Left Ogden at 8.20 and arrived at Logan at 
11.45 p.m. 

/ July 9, 1884; Wednesday] K I de r Nuttall proceeded to the Temple and 
prepared a statement of the amounts paid by each stake of the Tem- 
ple District in the erection of the Temple— as follows: 


Cache Stake 

242,549.40 

Box Elder Stake 

66,994.97 

Bear Lake Stake 

61,999.14 

Trustee in Trust 

214,652.92 

Salt Lake Stake 

14,165.93 

Weber Stake 

2230.65 

Davis Stake 

1616.50 

Morgan Stake 

1083.72 

Summit Stake 

760.00 

Utah Stake 

434.00 

Tooele Stake 

157.00 

Wasatch Stake 

306.00 

St George Stake 

48.24 

Sanpete Stake 

40.00 

Beaver Stake 

15.00 

Kanab Stake 

10.00 


Also arranged with Bro. James A. Leishman to make copy of 
[the] Papers o[r] Articles of Association for the Logan Temple Asso- 
ciation into the Record Books of the Association when organized.... 

At 2.30 p.m. Prests Taylor & Cannon, Elder F[ranklin] D. Rich- 
ards, M[oses] Thatcher, L. John Nuttall & A[urelius] Miner met and 
consideration was had as to who shall fill the offices of Prest, vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer & Directors [of the Logan Temple 
Association], whereupon it was decided as follows: 


M[arriner] W. Merrill President 

Niels C Edlifsen Vice President 

James A. Leishman Secretary 


155 


3. 1884 


George W. Thatcher 

Treasurer 

Lorenzo Snow 

Director 

Charles O Card 

Director 

Wm D Hendricks 

Director 

Wm B. Preston 

Director 

Wm H Maughan 

Director 

Angus M Cannon 

Director 

William Budge 

Director 


At 4 p.m. Prests Taylor & Cannon, F[ ranklin j D. Richards, 
M[oses] Thatcher, L. John Nuttall, F[ranklin] S. Richards, A[urelius] 
Miner & John Irvine proceeded to the meeting [regarding organiza- 
tion of the Logan Temple Association] at the Basement of the Meet- 
ing House or Tabernacle. 

See Bro John Irv ine’s minutes of the meeting. 

[July 10, 1884; Thursday] Y’restTay'ior 8c Cannon and the other breth- 
ren went to the Temple at 1 p.m., Elder Nuttall engaged at the Tem- 
ple in having the Articles of Incorporation recorded ready for signa- 
tures at the meeting at 5 p.m. He also had a conversation with Sister 
Precinda Kimball, pertaining to her personal affairs. 

Prest Taylor & Cannon afterwards went to the Logan Branch of 
ZCMI & went through the building. 

At 5 p.m. the Incorporation meeting was continued & after the 
signatures were obtained, adjourned. 

Bp W[illiam] B Preston, R[obert] T. Burton 8c Elder Afngus] M 
Cannon came up on this afternoon train from Salt Lake City. 

Mrs Elvira Teepies Wheeler of Franklin [Idaho] called on Prests 
Taylor & Cannon and during her visit she said she was baptized in 
Michigan in 1843, 39 she thinks, and was blessed with many others by 
the Prophet Joseph. Her written blessing he kept and told her that 
where he was she should be. She afterwards married Wheeler and 
had two children by him. Joseph before his death, told her that she 
would have to come to him for exaltation, and said to her she must 
cling always to the body of the Church. Wheeler joined [Sidney] Rig- 
don and left her, she was determined to remain with the church. She 
was afterwards sealed to Bro. A[lbert] P. Rockwood, had two chil- 
dren by him, was whipped by him, because she did not want him to 
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marry her daughter and got a divorce from him. Lived eleven or 
twelve years single and then married a man Van [blank] and had four 
children by him, but with the understanding that she would be mar- 
ried to the Prophet Joseph for eternity. Moved afterwards to Frank- 
lin [Idaho], bought a lot for $4000 of Bishop Lforenzo] H Hatch for 
which she paid a cow. He afterwards sold the lot to a gentile. Jas. Mc- 
Knight finally got it, and she determined to jump it and had it ad- 
judged to her. The present Bishop now refuses her a recommenda- 
tion to the Temple because she has not paid her tithing, he says, [four 
lines blank] 

July 1 1, 1884; Friday] Elder Nuttall went to the Temple this morning 
and arranged all the papers of the meetings of the past two days to 
take to Salt Lake so that they may be gotten out in proper shape for 
Recording] in the Incorporation books. 

Afterward at the request of Prest John Taylor called at ZCMI and 
procured $1203.00 for Prest Wm Budge, this money having been ap- 
propriated for the purpose of paying the entry fees & expenses of the 
entry of land entered by Bros Wm Budge & Geo Osmond for the 
Church in Nounnan [?] Valley, $1123 for the Land Office and $80.00 
for Railway and other expenses on the entry. 

Arrangements having been made Prest Taylor & party left Lo- 
gan by the 10.40 a.m. train, a special car having been attached for his 
use. [half page blank] 

July 19, 1884; Saturday] Prest Taylor & party, consisting of himself, 
Prest Cannon & wife Sarah Jane, Prest Smith & daughter & Elder 
John Irvine left by this mornings 7 O. clock train for Ogden to attend 
the Weber Stake Quarterly Conference. On arrival at Ogden the 
party drove to Prest L[evi] W Shurtleffs. [half page blank] 

Elder L John Nuttall went to Ogden by the 3 55 p.m. train. Af- 
ter partaking of supper by previous appointment a meeting of the 
Stake Tabernacle building committee was held at Prest Shurtleffs at 
6 p.m. 

Present Prests Taylor, Cannon & Smith, apostle F[ranklin] D. 
Richards, Elder[s] L. John Nuttall, L[evi] W Shurtleff, Cfharles] F. 
Middleton, N[ils] C. Flygare, Bp. [Edwin?] Stratford & Robt McQuar- 
rie, J. C Purgue [?] & Bro Parry. 

Elder Middleton stated the object of the meeting being to the ef- 
fect that the committee appointed for the erection of the Stake[’s] 


3. 1884 


new 60 Meeting House had previously met to consider the Superin- 
tendents salary &c and they had some disagreement in the matter 
which they desired to submit to the First Presidency for their action 
thereon, and he asked Bro Parry to make a statement of the matters 
as he understands them, [four pages blank] 

[August 18, 1884; Monday] Sister Ingeborge Mortensen Jensen of 
Clifton [Idaho], Oneida Stake, called on Prest John Taylor at 2 p.m. 
today, and stated that in consequ[e]nce of the unrighteous cause of 
her late Husband Hans Peter Jensen of Brigham City A who died on 
May 29, 1883 A to whom she had been married as his 3rd wife— he hav- 
ing had 5 wives and from whom she had been divorced in April 
1881— on account of his having made advances to the seduction of 
her & his own daughter, and of his crimin[a]l intercourse with A 2 A 
others of his daughters A & other women, A she now desires to know if 
she & her children must be united with her former husband or shall 
A she A be sealed with her children to another good man? 

She has 3 children now living & 2 dead— 2 of her children are 
marr[i]ed. M Her daughter Marinda Garner now lives at Clifton, one 
Son, Franklin Jensen, at Park Valley near Kilton, her other son, Jared 
Jensen, lives with his mother, [page blank] 

[August 24, 1884; Sunday/ Pres I Taylor & his wifejane who arrived at 
Logan on Friday night & Elder L. John Nuttall went to the Temple 
where Prest Taylor had the Ordinance of Adoption administered in 
the adoption of the late Jonathon Pagmire & his family, also Bro 
John Boice of Oxford [Idaho] & his family. 

At 12 p.m. Prest Taylor & wife, [and] Elder Nuttall accompa- 
nied Elder Moses Thatcher to Millville A 4!/2 miles A Met Prest Can- 
non 8c wife— partook of dinner at Bp. Pitkins and at 1 O. clock started 
for Paradise 8 miles and arrived at the Bowery in time to attend the 
funeral services of the late martyred Elder, John H. Gibbs. 11 ' ... The 
Sacrament was administered. 


60 “Stake new” is written over “new Stake”. 

61 The word “marred’ (married) is written over an illegible word. 

6 - In what was known as the Cane Creek Massacre, LDS missionaries John H. 
Gibbs and William S. Berry, along with Martin Condor and John Riley Hudson, were 
killed on August 10, 1884, in Lewis County, Tennessee. For details, see B. H. Roberts, 
A Comprehensive History of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Century One, 6 
vols. (Salt Lake City: Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1930), 6:86-93. 
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Prest George Q. Cannon read a part of the 6th chapter of Johns 
Revelations commen[cin]g at the 9th verse— also a portion of the 7th 
chapter. He talked for 35 minutes. 

Elder Moses Thatcher followed in consolatory remarks for 15 
minutes. 

By request of Bro. George F. Gibbs, he addressed the meeting 
for 7 minutes, explaining his feelings as also of the wife & family of 
his brother, and of their heartfelt gratitude for the kindness & honor 
bestowed upon the dead. 

Prestjohn Taylor then addressed the meeting for 28 minutes. 

Prest Cannon then referred to the Brothers [Martin] Condor & 
[John Riley] Hudson who were also killed with the 1 ’ 5 Elders Gibbs & 
Berry and A stated A that their names, as also Sister Condor, A should A 
be held in honorable remembrance among the Latter day Saints and 
that all that can be done for them be attended to in the future. 

The Hyrum choir Sang an anthem. 

Benediction by Prest C[harles] O Card. 

At the close of the meeting a Procession was formed in order as 
designated— there were 1 18 carriages & wagons well filled with the 
Saints [who] followed the remains to the Cemetry headed by the 
Hyrum Brass Band. After the remains were laid in the grave Prest Tay- 
lor offered prayer & dedicated the ground, after which we started 
for Logan and arrived at 6.30. 

[August 25, 1884; Monday] At the House of Bro [Moses] Thatcher at 
9.30 a.m. Elder John Boice A of Oxford [Idaho] A was ordained a Patri- 
arch under the Hands of Prest[s] Taylor & Cannon & apostles 
Thatcher & [George] Teasdale, Elder Thatcher mouth. Elder Mile 
Andrus was also ordained a Patriarch at the residence of Elder 
WJilliam] D Hendricks at Richmond on Friday Even[i]ng, Aug 22nd, 
under the hands of the above brethren, Prest Taylor mouth.... 

Prest Taylor & his wife Jane & Elder Nuttall drove to the Temple 
to arrange for Sister Taylor to do some work.... 

At 2.40 p.m. we left for Washakie 15 miles from Collinston and 
arrived at 440. After taking a wash, as the roads were very dusty, pro- 
ceeded to the meeting to be held in the new Bowery which had been 
built by the Lamanites for the occasion and which is 40 x 60 feet and 
comfortably seated. A Banner was stretched across the front of the 
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Stand. On the side facing the Stand was inscribed “The Lamanites 
welcome their fathers” and on the side facing the audience was in- 
scribed the same. Several of the principle Indians were seated on the 
Stand. 

Prest Taylor addressed the meeting, his remarks being inter- 
preted to the Lamanites, for 40 minutes. 

Prest Taylor stated that it was intended to hold a meeting at West 
Portage [Idaho] tomorrow morning at 9 O. clock, but the Bishop in- 
formed him that they had no place to hold a meeting, their house 
having blown down. Now if the Lamanites will permit the white peo- 
ple of West Portage to have a meeting in their bowery at this place, 
we will hold such a meeting tomorrow morning at 9 O. clock. 

Bp [George H.] Spencer interpreted what Prest Taylor said, and 
asked the Lamanites to express their willingness for the use of their 
bowery which they did by the show of hands. 

Prest Taylor then gave notice of the meeting for the White Saints 
tomorrow at 9 a.m.... 

There are 3 Seventies, 20 Elders, 130 members, [and] 45 chil- 
dren under 8 years of age, total 198 Souls of the Lamanites— 5 1 fami- 
lies. 

2 High Priests, 1 Elder, 1 Seventy, 14 members, [and] 9 children 
under 8 years— 3 families of Whites. 

[There are] 38 children enrolled in School, 3 1 [in] attendance. 

[The] School 1,1 House [is a] 40 x 25 feet frame building with ves- 
try 16 feet x 14, 24 Improved desks to Seat 48 pupils, A & 1 set A 
Cornells Outline Maps, 2 Sets reading charts & 1 Set writing charts, 
Globe 8 in’ as furnishings. 

They expect to have some 6000 Bus[hels] of Wheat and about 
200 tons of Hay— 500 busfhels] of Potatoes, Oats & Barley, and other 
vegetables. There are quite a number of fruit and shade trees planted 
out, but quite young. They have 170- bricks burned ready for build- 
ing. Their Canal carrying water to their farm is 14 miles long from Sa- 
maria Lake. The Indians A own A 2/5 of the same, the people of West 
Portage the other 3 / 5 . The total cost $18.000.00. 

The [illegible] There are 2 principle houses of Brick containing 7 
rooms each— also 1 Frame House same size with 5 rooms and 1 frame 
house 18 x 16 [with] 3 rooms [and] kitchen 18 x 12, 1 store, 1 
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Bl[ac]ksmith Shop, 1 Frame House with 4 rooms. They have several 
cows, 2100 Sheep, each family their chickens &c. 

[August 26, 1884; Tuesday] The teams being ready started for West 
Portage [Idaho] 3 miles and took dinner at Bp A 0[liver] C A Hoskins. 
There are about 50 famil[i]es at this place, some 300 souls. The sea- 
son here is much the same as at Brigham [City, Utah], Last fall the 
saints put up the walls of a new Meeting House of brick 60 feet long 
by 32 feet wide & 17 feet high but before they got the roof on a heavy 
wind blew down the walls destroying the material so that they do not 
now have a suitable house to meet in. 

At 20 to 1 we started by teams &c for Malad [Idaho] 16 miles and 
arrived after a dry, warm, and very dusty drive at 20 to 4. After wash- 
ing we attended meeting called for 4 p.m.... 

Prest W[illiam] D. Hendricks & his Councilors & Bp. Geo Stuart 
met the party a few miles out from Malad. This settlement is located 
on a sloping land facing the West and South, in a bend, and clean. 
Prest Taylor rece[i]ved a letter from Sister Grenwell [?] informing 
him that Bp. Grenwell is much improved in his health & relying upon 
the blessings pronounced upon him by Elders [Francis M.J Lyman & 
[George] Teasdale. 

Shaking of hands was in order as most of the people here are 
Welsh. 

After meeting, the Prest & brethren drove around to the Tithing 
office property &c. At the Tithing office which is on rising ground & 
facing to the south we have a good view of the Malad Valley which is 
some 10 miles wide and 15 miles long at the upper part. The Town of 
Samaria [Idaho] lays off to the South West about 8 miles distant, and 
St Johns [Idaho] to the North West 2¥i miles. We passed the settle- 
ments of Muddy, Cherry Creek, and Willow Springs [Idaho] on the 
East side of the Malad as we came up this afternoon. 

The Prest & brethren met at the house of Bp Stuart in the eve- 
ning. Prest Hendricks reported that the Saints of St John wished a 
ward organization & a Bishop appointed. The condition of the peo- 
ple w[as] represented by Bp Stuart as not very encouraging, there be- 
ing several of the members who were not very faithful Saints. After 
consideration it was decided that Elder James Parry Harrison, Bp 
Stuarts councilor, be appointed Bishop of St John Ward & he being 
present was requested to select his counselors so that all the officers 
of the ward could be presented & voted on tomorrow at meeting. 
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It was also decided that Elder Lyman 8c Prest Hendricks hold 
meeting at Stjohns tomorro[w] at 10 a.m., and Elder Teasdale, Solo- 
mon H. Hale 8c Geo C Parkinson hold meeting at Samaria at 1030 
a.m. tomorrow 8c Bros Lyman 8c Teasdale at Cherry Creek at 4 p.m. 
Prest Taylor 8c Cannon 8c Elder Nuttall remain at Malad as there are 
some matters that need attention. 

[August 28, 1884; Thursday] Prest Taylor called at each house of the 
brethren 8c handed to each of the sisters five dollars as a present. 

At 8.L5 we started for Bro [James] Standings at Bear River where 
we arrived in good time and dinner being prepared we partook of it, 
after which drove to Collinston and at 12.40 boarded the south 
bound train for Ogden and arrived at 4.45. Prest Taylor & Cannon 
went up into town. A portion of the party had supper at the Railway 
Hotel, and 

Prest Joseph F. Smith, apostle E[rastus] Snow 8c Elderjohn Mor- 
gan & wife 8c Elder James Jack came up on the Evening train from 
Salt Lake to meet the President 8c party. At 6.45 p.m. started for Salt 
Lake and arrived at 8 p.m. Found all well. On this trip we traveled 
885 V 2 miles and held 43 meetings. 

[October 31, 1884; Friday] By permission of Prest John Taylor I ob- 
tained from James Jack 2000 shares of the Capital Stock of the 
B[ullion] B[eck] 8c C[hampion] M[ining] Co which he held as collat- 
eral security for the payment of John Becks note for $500000 and I 
handed said 2000 shares to John Beck to enable him to raise 
$ 1500.00 cash to meet some of his liabilities at present crowding him. 

Bro Frederick?] A. Mitchell A this morn[i]ng A presented his plot 
of surveys made at the mines last Tuesday & Wednesday, which was 
examined by Prests Taylor 8c Cannon, J[ohn] Beck & L. J[ohn] 
Nuttall and approved. Bro Mitchell charged $7.50 per day for his ser- 
vices, amounting to $30.00 which was paid by Prest Taylor for him- 
self & Prest Cannon $20.00 and John Beck $10.00. 

John Beck reported that he could not raise the amount of money 
required to meet his indebtedness on the 2000 shares of stock ob- 
tained this morning and the necessities of his presence at the mine 
were urgent. Prest Taylor & Cannon having had some conversation 
with H[orace] S Eldredge, Supt of ZCMI, in regard to Becks indebt- 
edness to that Institution thought it best that Beck obtain $300000 in 
cash to pay off some of his debts 8c put him in the way of proceeding 
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with the mine. Banker T R. Jones had proferred to loan that amount 
of money to Beck if he would get the endorsement of the company to 
his note. It was deemed proper by Prest[s] Taylor & Cannon that the 
company endorse Becks note for 3000.00 by its President and that 
the money be obtained at Zion’s Saving Bank & Trust company. El- 
der Nuttall being so directed went with Beck and obtained the 
300000 & signed the note as Prest of the company, Beck taking the 
money. 

[November 29, 1884; Saturday] Left Salt Lake City in company with 
Re[?] Arthur Brown, Atty, Surveyor F[rederick?] A. Mitchell & Moses 
W Taylor by Utah Central train for Eureka, Tintic [District, Utah]— 
on the way South it was decided that Mr Brown would return to Salt 
Lake City to attend a case he had in the U.S. Court & he would come 
out on the train tomorrow to Santaquin thence by team to Eureka. 
Mr Brown returned from Lehi Junction where Judge W[arren] N. 
Dusenberry & Alexr Sutherland as attorneys of our party joined us 
and went by train to Silver City thence by stage to Eureka— arrived at 
2 p.m. 

After partaking of dinner, John Beck & M. W. Taylor called on 
Mr McChrystal, Sup[erintenden]t of the Eureka Company, and read 
to hint our order of Court giving permission for us to enter the Eu- 
reka mine, but Mr. McChrystal did not feel disposed to permit us to 
do so, saying the drift was full of smoke. 

The party then went down the Bullion working shaft and went 
through a part of the workings. 

A Afterwards A Nuttall, Dusenberry & Mitchell went to the Eureka 
shaft, saw Mr McChrystal and asked perm[i]ssi[on] to go down their 
shaft. He said we could not go | illegible] their drift on 300 foot level 
only about 75 ft to the bulkhead as the air was so bad. We told him 
that as soon as they would open their bulkhead we would open ours. 
He promised to do so (our pipe had been out but closed again when 
they forced the smoke back). 

McChrystal gave permission for Dusenberry & Mitchel to go 
down to the 300 bulkhead, which they did and found the same quite 
tight. 

M r McChrystal & Mr McShire [?] promised that they would open 
their bulkhead so that the bad air would all be out by morning and 
Nuttall promised that ours should be open so that a good draft could 
be had— so as to clear the drift. 



[November 30, 1884; Sunday] Nuttall, [Frederick?] Mitchell, [Warren 
N.] Dusenberry & Alexander] Sutherland called on Mr. McChrystal 
to know if the drift was open, but found that it was not & had not 
been open A during the night*— that in trying to open it this morning 
the air was so bad that 2 men had fallen down insensible and were 
carried out in that condition, so said [illegible]. Our bulkhead had 
been open so that 2 men could go through until about 8 oclock this 
morning when the air compressor of the Eureka Co had been turned 
on and was driving the bad air back which caused our men to close up 
their bulkhead again— from this state of things we found we could 
not get into their mine. While talking with Mr McChrystal he re- 
ceived a telegram but he did not inform us of its contents. 

Mr John Beck joined us & the party then proceeded up the Hill 
to the Discovery stake of the Eureka & along the ledge or croppings 
taking a general view of the hill— then to the House. 

Mr Arthur Brown came out this afternoon from Salt Lake City 
via Santaquin and after dinner with Dusenberry, Sutherland, Mitch- 
ell & Nuttall went up to the Eureka shaft & found Mr McChrystal. Mr 
Afrthur] Brown then read to him the order of Court, whereupon he 
said his instructions were to not admit us only from our own ground 
on their 300 foot level. On being asked 2 or 3 times if he refused to 
admit us he would only say that he could not as his instructions were 
to not do so only that way— finally he said he refused on account of 
his instructions. On the question from Mr Brown as to who gave him 
those instructions, he answered that Mr Packard gave them— we then 
left him and walked up th e h ill again & - down to the house. This eve- 
ning, Mr Brown, A[lexander] Sutherland & L J[ohn] Nuttall called 
on fames Robbins at his request at his residence, and there looked 
over some papers he had pertain[in]g to the mining claims on the 
Eureka hill & from him learned that Mr Bennett procured the Eu- 
reka Pa[t]ent for $5000.00, that he went to Washington D.C. to ar- 
range for it— that John N. Whitney knows all about how the patent 
was obtain[e]d & the frauds perpetrated in so obtaining it. He gave 
Brown & Nuttall an order on his wife at Salt Lake City to obtain some 
papers pertaining to the Eureka property suit at Provo some years 
ago— he also furnished a copy of the Eureka Companys notice for 
their Patent. 

[December 11, 1884; Thursday] A[rthur] Brown, A Elsworth A Daggett, 
E. B. Wilder, Frederick?] A. Mitchell, M[oses] W. Taylor, John Beck 
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& LJ[ohn] Nuttall left by the morn[i]ng train for Eureka— Brown as 
atty, Daggett as mining Expert, Wilder as mining surveyor & Expert, 
Mitchell as mining Surveyor, Taylor as assistant. Arrived at Ironton 
by train, thence by team to Eureka. After dinner all went down the 
Bullion Mine— found no obstructions from bad air and passed 
through the 300 foot level to the Eureka shaft. Here found Mr 
McChrystal, but we had previously seen him at the Eureka north 
winze [shaft] along with some of their surveyors & Experts. He ac- 
companied us through their 300 foot level and up through the 250 
foot to the 200 & through that thence to the 100 level where we 
walked upon the ladder at shaft to the top. It commenced snowing 
just before reaching Ironton & continued to Snow all day so that 
when we came out of the mine the Snow was some 3 inches deep & 
weather very cold. In consultation this even[i]ngit was decided that a 
full survey of both mines will be necessary and an Expert examina- 
tion made of them— that Bro Mitchell will survey the Bullion Mine & 
its workings and Mr Wilder will survey the Eureka Mine & its work- 
ings & Mr Daggett follow Mr Mitchell in his examinations. It was 
also decided that Mr Brown will go onto the 400 & 500 foot levels of 
the Eureka tomorrow morning and that Mr Daggett will make a 
statement to [b]e presented to the court giving reasons why an 
extensi[o]n of time should be granted for filing our answer— and that 
Mr Brown go to Salt Lake City & apply for 8c if possible obtain an ex- 
tension of time to answer. 65 

[December 16, 1884; Tuesday] Arrived [in Salt Lake City] at 10.15, 
called on my daughter’s— Elizabeth Ann— found all well, thence to 
the office where I reported to Prests Taylor & Cannon. After dinner I 
called A twice A on Mr Arthur Brown at his office, he not there, but I 
wrote a letter to him which on getting finished he came in & I had 
some conversation with him. Called on wife Sophia at 340. 1 left with 
daughter Elizabeth] A[nn] by U[tah] C[entral] train for Provo— on 
arrival found all well and a party gathered at my house to spend the 
evening on the occasion of the 21st birthday of my son Joseph Wil- 
liam, [including] Elder Karl G Maeser, Benj Cluffjr & wife & a num- 
ber of the fellow students of Joseph & many from the Brigham 
Young Academy. My wife & family all well. 

After supper the evening was spent in conversation, singing, and 


65 Over the next several days, the mines were surveyed and examined. 
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games by the young people. Elder Davidjohn called & stayed a short 
time. During the evenings entertainment I presented to Joseph a 
large family Bible, also a copy each of the Book of Mormon, Doctrine 
& Covena[n]ts, Voice of Warning, Key to Theology, Spencers let- 
ters], [and] Hymn Book," 1 ’ with a few remarks and expression of my 
good wishes— to which he responded. All seemed to enjoy them- 
selves. 

[December 1 7, 1884; Wednesday] I took the U[tah] C[entral] train at 8 
a.m. for Lehi Junction, thence by the Salt Lake & Western train for 
Ironton & thence by team to Eureka and arr[i]ved at 1 p.m., Alex- 
ander] Sutherland also along. Snowed & rained most of the way. Af- 
ter dinner I joined Mr [E. B.] Wilder and made a survey of the dis- 
tance and elevation from a line between our Bullion discovery & the 
working shaft to the discovery stake of the Eureka claim up the side 
of the mountain, noting every drift and shaft of any note as we went 
up. This occupied all the after noon— after which I accompanied Mr 
Wilder with Devins Sullivan through all our workings of the Bullion 
& Beck claims also to the foot of the shaft leading to the north winze 
of the Eureka claim. 

After supper, Mr [Elsworth] Daggett & Mr Wilder went down 
through the north winze of the Eureka & followed the workings into 
the Bullion. 

Mr Daggett, having spent the afternoon in viewing the surface of 
the Eureka hill, [was] also going through & taking notes of the upper 
workings of the Eureka. 

[December 18, 1884 ; Thursday] My [Elsworth] Daggett, [E. B.] Wilder 
& myself with D[evins] Sullivan went through the A upper A workings 
of the Bullion & Beck Claims and measured the same with their 
slopes 8cc making connection with the discovery shafts to our work- 
ings on the 130 foot level and thence down to the 200 foot level & 
joining*' 7 on the workings o[f] the Eureka claim, there appearing 
nothing further need[e]d at this place now. We decided to return to 

66 Parley P. Pratt, A Voice of Warning and Instruction to All People .... 1st ed. (New 
York: Printed by W. Standford, 1837); Parley P. Pratt, Key to the Science of Theology ..., 

1st ed. (Liverpool, Eng.: Franklin D. Richards, Latter Day Saints Book Depot, 1855); 
Orson Spencer, Letters Exhibiting the Most Common Doctrines of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, 6th ed. (Liverpool: William Budge, 1879). 

67 The suffix “ing” is written over “ging”. 


166 


Administering Ordinances in the Temple 


Salt Lake & at 1 1 .15. Took team for Santaquin with our maps, notes, 
8cc. Ate lunch by the way and after a drive of 22 miles arrived on time 
[and] at 3 05 p.m. boarded the U[tah] C[entral] train. I stopped off at 
Provo— Mr Daggett & Wilder went on to Salt Lake City. 

[December 20, 1884; Saturday] I came to the City by the Freight train 
this afternoon and arrived at 5. 15 p.m. My wife Elizabeth came up on 
this mornings train. 

I called on Prest Taylor at the Gardo House and reported my la- 
bors while being away this time. 

At office e. Called on Mr [E. B.] Wilder at his office, also on Mr 
Arthur Brown— while there was served with a summons in case of the 
Eureka Mining Company vs the Bullion, Beck & Champion Mining 
Company in the “Red Bird” case. 

[December 24, 1884; Wednesday] My [Arthur] Brown & Alexander] G 
Sutherland presented me with a copy of our answer to the first com- 
plaint which, with John Beck, I read. 

I submitted some amendments which were approved— after 
which I signed the same & Mr Snell took my acknowledgment. 

Alexander] G Sutherland filed a copy with Messrs Bennett, 
Harkness & Kirkpatrick and took the original to Provo to file with 
the Clerk of the District Court for the 1st Judicial Dist. 

[December 26, 1884; Friday] George Reynolds handed to me $4000 for 
expenses on our trip to the mine to start tomorrow morning— Mr 
E[lsworth] Daggett, E B. Wilder, N Trewick, [James] Mathews & 
Goschett & myself in company. 

[December 27, 1884; Saturday] [At Eureka,] Mr [E. B.] Wilder & 
[Elsworth] Daggett & 2 hands proceeded to survey the Martin 
mine. 68 ... 


68 Similar entries regarding the mines continued through mid-January 1885. 
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[September 26, 1886; Sunday ] l All well this morning, President Can- 
non being some better in his health. 

This morning Presidents Taylor and Cannon and Elder [Hiram 
B.] Clawson and Nuttall met, and Bro. Clawson reported his trip to 
Eureka, Tintic. 

At 2:30 p.m. held our usual meeting, [including] Brother Jos. E. 
Taylor who came out [to Centerville] during the night. Bp. Clawson 
also was in meeting with us. 

Bp. Clawson was requested to take charge of the meeting. After 

1 The following entries through June 20, 1887, taken from D. Michael Quinn’s 
typescripts at the Beinecke Library, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut, “may 
properly be considered Nuttall’s personal journal since they are replete with his per- 
sonal entries” (Davis Bitton, ed., Guide to Mormon Diaries and Autobiographies [Provo, 
Utah: Brigham Young University Press, 1977], 107). The originals are in the LDS ar- 
chives, catalogued as rough drafts of the First Presidency’s Office Journal and unavail- 
able to the public. 

The setting for the opening entry is the residence of John W. Woolley in Center- 
ville, Utah, about twelve miles north of Salt Lake City, where President Taylor is in 
hiding (Samuel W. and Raymond W. Taylor, eds., The John Taylor Papers (Redwood 
City, Calif.: Taylor Trust, 1985], 2:465]). The circumstances that sent church officials 
underground included passage of the Edmunds Act in 1882, appointment of Charles 
S. Zane as chief justice of the territorial supreme court in 1884, and a breakdown in 
political negotiations between Utah’s former delegate to Congress George Q. Cannon 
and moderate Democrats. See Edward Leo Lyman, Political Deliverance: The Mormon 
Quest for Utah Statehood (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1986), 22-34. 
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singing Bro. Jos. E. Taylor prayed. Bp. Clawson made a few remarks 
and he and Bro. J[oseph] E. Taylor administered the sacrament. 
Bros. J[oseph] E. Taylor, C[harles] H. Wilcken, S[amuel] Bateman, 
L. J[ohn] Nuttall, President Cannon, John Woolley, H. C[harles] 
Barrell and President Taylor each spoke. A very good meeting was 
enjoyed and President Cannon dismissed [the group].' 

[September 27, 1886; Monday] President Cannon still improving in his 
health. The rest of the party all well. 

President Taylor signed several recommends. A letter was re- 
ceived from Elder F[ranklin] D. Richards, enclosing one from Bro. E. 
W. Davis of the 17th Ward, City, in regard to his call as a missionary 
and needing help. 

A letter was received from Bro. A[urelius] Miner dated Sept. 
20th stating that he had perfected the reincorporation of Tooele 
Stake Corporation. 

A letter was received from Bro. Wm. M. Palmer at Council Bluffs 
[Iowa] September 22, 1886, giving an account of his labors to that 
time. 

A letter was received from Sister Ellen Norwood Billingsley of 
Orderville. 

A letter was written to Elder Enock Farr, President, Sandwich Is- 
lands Mission, in answer to his letter received September 7th. 

A letter was also sent to Bro. Thos. G. Webber of Z.C.M.I. ... 

A letter was written to President W[ilford] Woodruff in reply to 
his letter received September 25th. 

President Taylor pitched quoits a while this morning, also in the 
afternoon. 

2 George Q. Cannon recorded: “I had greatly improved in health today. We had 
sent for Bro. H[iram] B. Clawson to come out on important business that required im- 
mediate attention. We spent the forenoon conversing with him upon it. Among other 
things was the political condition of affairs of our people in Arizona. At half past two 
o’clock we held our meeting. Bro. Jos. E. Taylor and wife joined us, she being on the 
underground and he having come out on a visit to her today. There were nine Elders 
present and three Sisters: President Taylor and myself, Elder Jos. E. Taylor, Bp. H[i- 
ram] B. Clawson, Elders Nuttall, [Charles] Wilcken, [Samuel] Bateman, John Woolley, 
jun, and [Charles] Barrell, Sisters Woolley and daughter and Sister Taylor. Our meet- 
ing was a very interesting one” (Cannon, Diary, Sept. 26, 1886, typescript in Quinn Pa- 
pers, Beinecke Library). The previous day, Cannon had written: “I was very weak and 
also suffered some pain today, but we had two days mail on hand which had not been 
answered, so I contrived to dictate answers to all our letters to Bro. Nuttall. I also dic- 
tated my journal to Bro. Wilcken.” 
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President Cannon in the house most all day; he sat out of doors 
awhile in the after part of the day. 

Brother [Samuel] Bateman carried in our mail matter.’ 

[November 1, 1886; Monday] By invitation of Brother & Sister Lorin 
Woolley, Prests Taylor & Cannon, Bros Nuttall, [Charles H.] Wilck- 
en, [Samuel] Bateman & [Charles] Barrell, also Brojohn W. Woolley 
& wife and daughter Amy, Geo. Earl & Sister Price (Taylor) met at 
the residence of Bro & Sister Lorin Woolley this evening, and there 
met Brojohn E Woolley and wife Mary, Bro Randall & wife and their 
children, and partook of a supper which had been prepared as a 
Birthday Supper on the anniversary of the Birth of President John 
Taylor. 

[November 3, 1886; Wednesday] Prests Taylor & Cannon and Br[o]s. 
[Hiram B.] Clawson, [James] Jack & Nuttall conversed on matters 
pertaining to the B[ullion] B[eck] & C[hampion] M[ining] Cos af- 
fairs: after which Prest Cannon & Bro Nuttall made a statement of 
the amounts of indebtedness on the mining property and to learn 
the lowest amount for which the property could be sold, which was 
$230.00000. and make the owners safe. Prest Taylor afterwards ex- 
amined the same. 

[November 5, 1886; Friday] A circular of the Salt Lake Stake Academy 
was reed— this is an institution being established for the education of 
the children of the Latter-day Saints in Salt Lake City. 4 

^ George Q. Cannon recorded: “Listened to and dictated answers to correspon- 
dence. 1 also dictated a long letter to John Q. [Cannon] which Bro. [Charles] Wilcken 
copied and carried to him this evening. The subject was the arrangement I wish to 
make about my work at home. We appointed Bro. [Charles W.] Penrose a mission to 
see Bro. [William] Budge and placed some funds at his disposal which were needed to 
help carry on the warfare which is crowded upon us by the conduct of our enemies. 
Abraham [H. Cannon] informs me that the Deputy Marshals have searched my log 
house for me and from there had gone to my adopted daughters, Rose Lambert’s, 
house, which is at present unoccupied and searched that also. John Hoagland’s house 
has also been watched. One man having laid down in the brush near his house and the 
other seemed to be on the watch on the other side of the road from the house. He 
saw them both in the early morning and having seen the man get out of the brush he 
went there and found the place where he had made his couch” (Cannon, Diary, Sept. 
28, 1886). 

4 The academy was the predecessor of the Latter-day Saints University, later LDS 
Business College (Harold R. Laycock, “Academies,” in Daniel H. Ludlow, ed., Encyclo- 
pedia ofMormonism [New York: Macmillan, 1992], 12). As previously noted, Nuttall was 
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[November 9, 1886; Tuesday] A letter was received from John Beck of 
Nov 8th/86 giving his views on the B[ullion] B[eck] & CJhampion] 
MJining] Cos affairs & business & why he should have a release of the 
company’s property.... 

Also recfeived] a letter from my daughter Mary. 

[November 10, 1886; Wednesday] A letter was reed, from Dr. John Cook 
of Benjamin, Utah Co[unty], asking for a copy [of] the Revelation 
given through Prest John Taylor in October 1886. 5 Bro. [George] 
Reynolds was requested to send him a copy.... 

I reed a letter from [my wife] S[ophia] herself & babes are well. I 
answered the letter from my daughter Mary, rec[e]ived yesterday, 
also wrote to [my son-in-law] Geo. A. Shumway & to James Jack” ask- 
ing him to endorse me an order on ZCMI in favor of S. S. Jones for 
$5695 to pay him what I owe him also for 7 00 on ZCMI for Sfophia]. 

[November 12, 1886; Friday] A draft of resolution, prepared by Sister 
E[liza] R. S[now] Smith authorizing Mrs Belva A. Lockwood to an- 
swer Miss Kate Field in the G[rand] A[rmy of the] R[epublic] Posts, 
was submitted for examination and the same was approved and Sis- 
ter Smith was so notified by letter.... 

I received a letter from Bro F[ranklin] S. Richards on School af- 


a regent of the University of Deseret, which would become the University of Utah, and 
since October 21, 1881, Territorial Superintendent of District Schools. However, he 
was now being replaced as Territorial Superintendent by non-Mormon railroad attor- 
ney and future state legislator, Parley L. Williams (see “Parley Lycurgus Williams,” Ar- 
chive of Past Grand Masters, Freemasons of Utah, www.utahgrandlodge.org). 

5 This may reference the controversial revelation of September 27, 1886, in 
which it was reasserted that the command to live polygamy would not be rescinded. 
Whether there was such a revelation is disputed by the LDS Church but accepted by 
fundamentalist Mormons as scripture. A good number of scholars believe the revela- 
tion is traceable to Taylor and is not based on rumor or misattribution, even though 
the Nuttall diaries give scant support for this. Another possibility is that Nuttall meant 
to write “October 1882,” the date of Taylor’s revelation requiring members of the 
Council of Seventy to practice polygamy. See Kenneth W. Godfrey, “The Coming of 
the Manifesto,” Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought 5 (Autumn 1970): 15nl0, citing 
Dean C. Jessee, “A Comparative Study and Evaluation of the I, after-day Saint and the 
Fundamentalist Views Pertaining to the Practice of Plural Marriage,” MA. thesis, Brig- 
ham Young University, 1959, 101; D. Michael Quinn, “LDS Church Authority and 
New Plural Marriages, 1890-1904,” Dialogue 18 (Spring, 1985), 29-30; Fred C. Collier, 
comp., Unpublished Revelations of the Prophets and Presidents of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints (Salt Lake City: Collier’s Publishing, 1979), 145-46, 156-62. 

6 James Jack maintained the church’s headquarters at the Gardo House in Salt 
Lake City while President Taylor kept in touch by telegraph and courier. 
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fairs & asking an interview this evening. As I cannot meet him this 
evening I wrote him a letter & sent it in this morning by Bro [George] 
Earl. I reed a letter from G[eorge] A Shumway & answered, also let- 
ters from H. S. Stead & Elias A Cox on school matters & answered 
them. I wrote to S[ophia] & sent an order for $7.00 to her. I also 
wrote to Bro S. S. Jones & sent him an order on Z.C.M.I. for $56.95 to 
apply on amount I owe him. I had some conversation with Bro 
[James] Jack on school matters which was very satisfactory to me. 
Undoing all he can. 

[November 14, 1886; Sunday] My upper plate of teeth having broken, I 
sent them it in by Bro S[amuel] R. Bateman to G[eorge] A. Shumway 
to get it fixed. Also wrote him a note, and a note to Bro. JasJack. 

[November 15, 1886; Monday] I wrote to Co[unty] Supt. Seward 1245 
& sent in my bundle of clothes. 7 

[November 16, 1886; Tuesday] Among the money orders which James 
Jack was to send out is one “in favor of Annie Sophia Bergland on the 
Ogden Tithing office for $3000. ...” 

I reed letters from [my son] Leonard & G[eorge] A. Shumway— 
also my teeth nicely fixed. 1 wrote to Lot Smith, Arizona, also to John 
S Walker, Herriman, about my sheep & wool money— also W Ban- 
croft & Brs & Co Nov 12th & sent letters to co[unty] Supts. 

[November 17, 1886; Wednesday] A letter was received from Bro Win 
B. Dougall dated Nov 15/86.... He says the “Latter-day Saints School” 
or “Salt Lake Stake Academy” opened its first term at the Social Hall 
basement on the morning of the 15th with 30 students and they were 
compelled to refuse others on account of their inability to accom- 
odate all who applied. They are trying to arrange for 10 more stu- 
dents. His letter was answered. 

... [I] wrote to my son Leonard in answer to his letter reed yester- 
day. 

[November 18, 1886; Thursday] Prest Taylor had conversation with 
[his niece] Miss Mary Schwartz in his room and he walked out a short 
time in the afternoon.... 

7 Nuttal sent his clothing to Salt Lake City to be laundered, presumably to avoid 
inconveniencing his hosts. See also entry for July 16, 1887. 
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I received a letter from G[eorge] A. Shumway informing me that 
my wife Elizabeth is in the City from Provo that she & all the children 
are well. I answered his letter. 

[November 19, 1886; Friday ] Went to the City this evening with Bro 
Lorin Woolley to see my wife Elizabeth & the children. I arrived at 9 
oclock & found my wife, son Wilford & G[eorge] A Shumway & my 
daughter Elizabeth Ann & son Leonard, also my daughter Eleanor. 

[November 20, 1886; Saturday] A letter was reed from Bro Zebulon 
Jacobs of Nov 19th stating his desires to lease or take on a salary the 
Warm Springs Bath Houses from the City on a salary if approved by 
the First Presidency. A reply was made that Prest Taylor did not like 
to interfere with the business of the City Council.... 

A letter was reed from Sister Mary Ann Jackson, Salt Lake City, 
Nov 18/86, stating her wishes to be sealed to the Prophet Joseph 
Smith.... 

A reply to was sent to Bro. O. V. Aoy’s letter reed yesterday, 
granting him and Bro Emil Buchmuller the privilege of taking each a 
wife among the Mayas of Yucatan in case they found it would aid 
them in the more perfect accomplishment of the mission they pro- 
posed; but telling them there must be no plural marriages, or other 
sexual relations with the wom[e]n of that race. 

[November 25, 1886; Thursday ] I reed a book of our Daily journal from 
Bro. [Arthur] Winter which he had copied, also a note accom- 
pany[in]g. 

[November 26, 1886; Friday] A letter was written to Prest Wilford 
Woodruff enclosing the letter reed from Sister Mary Ann Jackson on 
the 20th inst[ant] & asking his views in regard to it. 

[November 27, 1886; Saturday] Prest Taylor & Elder Nuttall spent the 
evening in reading & searching different passages in the Book of 
Doctrine & Covenants pertaining to the Presidency of the Church. 

[November 28, 1886; Sunday] Prest Taylor spent the evening in con- 
versation with Bro & Sister [Thomas] Roueche in his room. 8 

8 On November 22, Taylor and others had moved a few miles north of Center- 
ville to Kaysville, where the former mayor, Thomas F. Roueche, offered them his 
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[November 29, 1886; Monday] Prest Taylor accompanied by Bros 
Nuttall, [Charles H.] Wilcken 8c [Charles] Barrell, drove to the resi- 
dency of Bro Smith at Kaysville, where the President spent the eve- 
ning until after 10 oclock, in conversation with Bro. Smith, his wife 
and daughter, after which drove back to quarters. 

[December 7, 1886; Tuesday] The following telegram was reed from 
Hon John T. Caine 9 at Washington D.C.[:] 

Dec 6th 

“The President [Grover Cleveland] does not mention Utah 
or the Mormon question in his [second annual] Message [to 
Congress]. 

John T. Caine” 

[December 12, 1886; Sunday] A telegram was received from New York, 
but not having the key word, it could not be deciphered. 

[December 13, 1886; Monday] It was decided to send Bro Lorin 
Woolley this morning by train to the City, with instructions to Bro L. 
John Nuttall to decipher the telegram reed yesterday from New 
York, if he has the Key word. But if he could not decipher it, to have 
the sender informed so that a new key word could be obtained. Bro 
Woolley left by the morning train.... 

Today I deciphered the telegram sent from New York & also 
wrote to Prestjohn Taylor, and arranged with Bro [Samuel] Sudbury 
to return to quarters this evening. 

[December 14, 1886; Tuesday] Elder LJ[ohn] Nuttall made a verbal re- 
port of his meeting with Bro F[ranklin] S. Richards on the business 
entrusted to him— also of his interview with Bro John Beck and sub- 
mitted two separate propositions from Bro Beck for him [Beck] to 
obtain possession of the working of the B[ullion] B[eck] & C[hamp- 


home. Roueche himself moved into a log cabin behind the house. Two weeks later, on 
December 19, Taylor would marry Roueche’s twenty-six-year-old daughter, Josephine 
Elizabeth. See Taylor and Taylor, eds., John Taylor Papers, 2:475; Quinn, “LDS Church 
Authority,” 30. 

9 John T. Caine was a loyal church member, formerly Brigham Young’s personal 
secretary and agent for the Perpetual Emigration Fund. He replaced George Q. Can- 
non as Utah’s Congressional delegate. See the John Thomas Caine Papers, 1854-1893, 
Utah State Historical Society, online at http://history.utah.gov. 
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ion] M[ining] Mines. He [Nuttall] also reported his meeting with Bro 
H[iram] B. Clawson, and submitted a letter reed from Capt Day and 
2 assay’s from the mines for the 8 & 9 of Deer, which shows the mines 
in good condition. In the last lot of 10 cars of ore reed, there seems to 
be something wrong, as the 15 cars recently reed assayed 122 oz to 
the Ton— while the last cars (10) from the same place only assays 45 2 
oz to the Ton of Silver. Bro C[lawson] wants to know whether he had 
better not sell for the present and until he can learn more of this sud- 
den drop. 

Upon consideration of Bro Becks propositions it was decided 
not to accept them, and a letter signed by Bro Nuttall was sent to him 
to that effect. A letter was also sent to Bro H[iram] B. Clawson, tell- 
ing him what to do with the ore on hand & suggesting that he go to 
Denver to find another market. 10 

[December 16, 1886; Thursday] I reed a letter from G[eorge] A. 
Shumway. My folks at Provo & in the city all well. I have been en- 
gaged in writing up my Journal today, it having got behind. I wrote to 
Bancroft Bros & Co" also to DJaniel]. L. Daniels. 

[December 17, 1886; Friday] A letter was reed from Prest WJilford] 
Woodruff Dec 11th returning the letter of Mrs May Ann Jackson sent 
him Nov 20th. 

[December 18, 1886; Saturday] Prest Cannon engaged in reading and 
dictating for his private journal. 

[December 28, 1886; Tuesday] A letter was reed from Sister EJliza] R. 
SJnow] Smith, City, Dec 27th, enclosing a letter from Mrs Belva A. 
Lockwood to her of Dec 20th, also asking for 2d anointing for Sister 
Hannah Ells who was sealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith before his 
death. This privilege was granted and a letter was written to Sister 
Smith authorizing her o[r] Sister Zina D. H. Young to attend to this 
ordinance on behalf of Sister Ells. A letter was also written to Sister 
Smith in relation to Mrs Lockwoods letter. 

10 Edward Leo Lyman explains that “by 1886 George Q. Cannon, worried that 
involvement in the Bullion Beck might ruin him, concluded with Taylor not to renew 
Beck’s right to operate the mine. They engaged Hiram B. Clawson as mine manager” 
(Lyman, “The Alienation of an Apostle from His Quorum: The Moses Thatcher Case,” 
Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought 18 [Summer 1985]: 68). 

“Co” is followed by an enigmatic “Cl”. 
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[December 29, 1886; Wednesday] A letter was reed from Bro Le Grand 
Young of Dec 28th enclosing a form of Deed for the Trustees of the 
Brigham Young Estate to sign for the Mo[u]nt Pleasant Block 30 to 
Prest Taylor as Trustee-in Trust. His letter was answered & the form 
of Deed returned to him. 

[January 4, 1887; Tuesday] Prest Taylor accompanied by Sister Jose- 
phine Roueche, Prest Cannon & Bro [Charles H.] Wilcken took a 
drive for an hour & a half this evening. 

I January 17, 1887; Monday] The following telegram was reed from 
Bro John W Young 12 at Washington, D.C.[:] 

Washington D.C. [Jan.] 14th, 1887 

To James Jack 

Last Friday everything seemd in our hands, same [lob- 
bying] methods, same persons who held matters in hand 
past years were used and worked in harmony. Saturday 
through [Speaker of the House of Representatives John G.] 
Carlisle’s influence change began and by Monday was com- 
plete. Severe sickness of several friends prevented possibil- 
ity of holding old combinations or forming new. Sudden 
deatli [of] railroad representative demoralized their forces. 
Circumstances seemed beyond human control at last mo- 
ment when tide sweeping all before it. Scott’s amendment 1 5 
as wired to [Salt Lake] Herald last night was drafted and 
urged by us without committing anybody and offered by 
him in good faith with approval of other high democratic 
leaders. It has since been partially approved by President, 
who has to feel his way. 

If party leaders hold to their privately expressed opin- 
ions he will have strong support in urging conference com- 
mittee to attac[h] amendment, and as last resort be urged to 

12 John W. Young was the church’s agent in Washington, D.C. He also spent 
time peddling influence among journalists and industrialists in New York City. 

13 The unsuccessful Scott Amendment, presented to Congress on behalf of 
church lobbyists by William L. Scott of Pennsylvania, would have delayed the Edmunds- 
Tucker bill six months to give Utah time to make a bid for statehood with a constitu- 
tional provision prohibiting polygamy (E. Leo Lyman, “The Political Background of the 
Woodruff Manifesto,” Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought 24 [Fall 1991]: 22). 
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send [Edmunds-Tucker] bill 14 back with recommendations 
to incorporate it. This brings both parties face to face with 
the real issue. There is little hope of [a]ffectingbill now, and 
it is impossible to get anything nearer statehood at present 
than the amendment, and even this alternative must not be 
regarded as certain. Could not convey this information 
sooner. Shall we work for Scott’s amendment? Answer 
quickly. 

J[ohn] T. Cfaine], Fjranklin] S. R[ichards], John W. Young. 

To which Prest Geo Q. Cannon sent the following answer, while 
in the City. 15 

January 15th 1887. 

John W. Young 

c/o HonJ[ohn] T. Caine, Washington D.C. 

Urge Scott amendment and any other amendment which 
will defeat objects of the enemy. 

James Jack 

President Taylor approved the above. 

[ January 18, 1887; Tuesday] A letter was received from Elders Frank- 
lin] D. Richards, John Henry Smith, Heber J. Grant, John W Taylor 
and Bp. Wm B. Preston, profering their services to cooperate with 
Prest Taylor in taking steps to preserve the church property from the 
effects of the Tucker bill should it become law, and they strongly sug- 
gest that steps be taken to sell certain classes of church property, and 
mentions the following property as being in great danger: 

The Tithing property [in] Salt Lake, The Tithing property in 
Ogden, The Gardo House, The Cannon Property, the Bernhisel 


14 George Edmunds, who had previously crafted the Edmunds Bill of 1882, was 
sponsoring an even harsher bill designed to strike at the temporal heart of the LDS 
Church. Congress would pass the Edmunds-Tucker Act on February 18, 1887, which 
among other things provided for the confiscation of all church property in excess of 
$50,000, disfranchised women in the territory, and dissolved the Perpetual Emigrating 
Fund. 

15 During this period, President Cannon is shuttling back and forth between 
Kaysville and Salt Lake City. Most often James Jack receives telegrams from the 
church’s lobbyists in Washington, D.C., and forwards them to the temporary church 
headquarters in Kaysville, but when Cannon is available, he personally forwards and 
replies to the communications. 
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property, Part[s of the] Council House Corner, the Wells Corner 
and other smaller pieces of real estate in Salt lake City, Provo, 
Ogden, Logan and other places. The Street Railroad, Gas Company 
and other stocks. The Horned Stock, horses and sheep and the 
ranches upon which they run. This matter was talked upon freely hy 
Prests Taylor & Cannon, after which it was decided that Prest Can- 
non go to the City & meet with the above mentioned brethren, also 
brother LeGrand Young, and talk over these matters and explain 
Prest Taylor’s views. 

Bro. [Hiram B.] Clawson reported his trip to Denver and the 
prospects at the mines of the B[ullion] B[eck] & C[hampion] Min- 
ing] Co all of which are very promising. He expects returns from the 
sale of the 12 car loads of ore taken to Denver this week. He spoke in 
regard to advancing the money to purchase the property belonging 
to Bro. John Beck which is advertized for sale by the U.S. Marshal on 
the 26th of this month, and hold the same for John Beck until a 
proper settlement can be had with him and provided he will give a re- 
lease and quit claim for all labor and claims he may have or hold 
against the B[ullion] B[eck] & C[hampion] M[ining] Co. Also to ad- 
vance him funds with which he can make a trip to Europe. This mea- 
sure was approved & Bro Clawson was instructed to take the neces- 
sary steps to have the same consummated. 

[January 19, 1887; Wednesday] The following telegram was read to 
Prest Taylor, 

“Washington D.C.Jan 18, 1887 

To James Jack 

Looks like bill can be killed in conference, but will cost 
twenty to forty thousand more than we have now, contin- 
gent on success. May get Scotts amendment for less. 11 ’ What 
discretion have we on either proposition. If favorable send 
funds by useful trusty messenger. Great caution necessary. 
Quickest J[ohn] T. C[aine] answer. 

John W. Young.” 

After consideration the following was sent to[:] 

16 Young is suggesting what the cost of under-the-table incentives will be to influ- 
ence the Edmunds-Tucker bill. The payments are approved in the following telegram 
from Taylor to Cannon. 
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Prest Geo. Q. Cannon 

“In regard to the telegram from Brotherjohn W. Young 
forwarded by you, I would say yes to the $20.00000 or 
$40,00000 arrangements, and if we can come into the Un- 
ion untrameled by conditions, I would add $10.00000 or 
more. 

Ask John Sharp to take the money down. 

I enclose an order to Brother James Jack to get 
$40.00000 from the safe. You can direct what is necessary. 
With kind regards. 

Your Brother, /s/ John Taylor.” 

An order was sent to Bro James Jack for him & Bishop [William 
B.] Preston to get $40,000.00 from the safe. 

I 'January 20, 1887; Thursday] After conferring with the brethren of 
the Twelve and Bishop W[illiam] B. Preston & others, as follows: 
Prest Geo Q. Cannon, Elder[s] Ffranklin] D. Richards, Bfrigham] 
Young, J[ohn] H[enry] Smith, Hfeber] J. Grant &J[ohn] W. Taylor, 
Bp. W[illiam] B. Preston, Prest A[ngus] M. Cannon, Bros. Geo. 
Reynolds & James Jack, attorneys Le Grand Young 8c A[urelius] 
Miner, The following conclusions were arrived at to be submitted to 
President John Taylor, viz: 

Tithing Property in Salt Lake City is deemed safe. 

Tithing property in Ogden has been transferred to the Stake 
Corporation. 

Gardo House to be put in the hands of trustees, according to 
suggestions of Bro Le Grand Young in letter of Jan. 13th. 

Cannon property safe as it is. [Lor the] Bernhisel property, Bp 
Preston thinks [the] title if vested in him would be safer. 

Parts of Council House lot would be safer if sold. 

Wells corner viewed as unsafe in present condition. The breth- 
ren of the Twelve & Presi[di]ng Bishop all present wished the 
Trustee-in-Trust could see his way clear to have this devoted to the 
erection of a hotel. 

Other smaller pieces of Real Estate mentioned should be, and 
probably are, deeded to local ecclesiastical corporations. 

Street Railroad and Gas Co stock— Bro H[eber] J. Grant will 
write to the Trustees and probably make an offer. 

Provo and Washington Factories stock, the stock in Zion’s Sav- 
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ings Bank, and the Deseret Telegraph Stock, are all in a dangerous 
position. Hjeber] J. Grant will make a proposition thereon. 

Live stock and Ranches, [the] Brethren suggest might be sold to 
companies of the brethren, and to individuals. 

Theatre— If placed at a moderate price, purchasers can be found: 
purchase should be made to as many as possible, $25,000.00 sug- 
gested as price. 

The unanimous expression of the brethren present to Prest Geo 
Q Cannon was that all Real property not needed for Church uses 
should be sold. 

No action was taken on these suggestions. The telegram to Bro. 
J[ohn] W. Young & letter to Bro. John Sharp were approved. 


17 Beginning the next month, President Taylor undertook a series of transfers of 
LDS Church assets to members of the First Presidency, local “ecclesiastical corpora- 
tions” stakes), and trusted LDS businessmen. Three letters from John Taylor to James 
Jack illustrate the breadth of this undertaking, which was designed to protect the as- 
sets from seizure by the federal government: “Please make a deed to ZCMI for the 55 
feet of the east end of the D[aniel] H. Wells lot fronting north, by 105 feet 10 inches 
in depth running south, and forward it to President Joseph F. Smith for him to exe- 
cute and have another deed for the rest of the lot which has not been deeded made in 
favor of George Q. Cannon, for him to sign. This latter is what we call a secret deed” 
(Taylor to James Jack, Feb. 23, 1887, typescript in Scott G. Kenney Papers, Special Col- 
lections, J. Willard Marriott Library, University of Utah, Salt Lake City; original in LDS 
Archives). 

“I am desirous of transferring and delivering to the Church associations of the 
various stakes of Zion which have been organized as corporations, all the personal 
property of every description belonging to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints now in the hands of the bishop's agent in each stake, under his control, at the 
present date, and for each bishop’s agent to furnish to such corporation a full and 
complete inventory of each property, stating the kind, quality and market value there- 
of, and also for each of them to return a copy of such inventory to you, and I fully au- 
thorize you to act as my agent in this business, and to sign all necessary papers for me 
as my agent in making these transfers and delivery through the bishop’s agents to the 
various stake ecclesiastical association or corporations, so that it shall be, to all intents 
and purposes, as though I had signed such orders myself’ (Taylor to Jack, Feb. 26, 
1887, Kenney Papers). 

“The enclosed documents prepared by the attorneys and signed by me, namely 
transfer of 32,590 head of sheep to Frank Armstrong! ;| power of attorney to James 
Jack[;] transfer of 1,200 shares of theater capital stock to John Sharp, Feramorz Little, 
and [Hiram B. Clawson?] for $20.000.00[;] transfer of personal property to Church as- 
sociation of the stakes of Zion, I desire to have carefully copied and the copies pre- 
served in my office for future reference] when needed. I have signed and transferred 
4,730 shares of Deseret Telegraph stock, [which] will be distributed among the various 
stakes where the line is stretched. Brother George Q. Cannon mentioned to you and 
Brother [William B.] Dougall and Brother [William B.] Preston that you make the dis- 
tribution as near as possible according to the proportion each stake furnished in build- 
ing the line, which can be obtained from Brother Dougall’s book. This arrangement 
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[January 22, 1887; Saturday] A letter was reed from Bps. [William B.] 
Preston & [Robert T.] Burton of Jan 20th suggesting that Bishops 
W[illiam] H. Hickenlooper be allowed $300.00, Bp Alexander] 
McRae $300.00, Bp Wm Thorne $ 10000, Bp Jos. Pollard $ 15000, Bp 
Frederick] Kessler $30000— total $115000. This was endorsed in a 
letter to Bro James Jack for him to examine into & if these brethren 
have been allowed these amounts heretofore for services as Bishops, 
he can issue the proper orders to each of them for the amounts men- 
tioned. 

I January 23, 1887; Sunday] The following telegram was also reed 
from[:] 

Bro John W. Young at Washington D.C. 

Jan 22/87 

[“John] Sharp largely responsible for this situation. He will 
justify his own course while here and thus neutralize our 
prospects. Radical leaders here say screws turned tighter by 

will be satisfactory to me. The street railroad stock you will deliver to Frank Armstrong 
upon the conditions agreed upon yesterday. That is, he is to give his note for $45,000.00 
for the stock. The gas stock I am willing to sell to you upon the terms agreed upon 800 
shares at $55.00 per share = $44,000.00 with the same conditions that I sell die stock of 
the street railroad. The stock of the theater please deliver to John Sharp and Fera- 
morz Little, and to Hiram B. Clawson, if an arrangement can be made with the latter 
for his portion that will be satisfactory and that the attorneys will approve of. He men- 
tioned your name as an associate in the purchase of this stock, with the view to having 
a company offering. This would suit me if it could be arranged; but your purchase of 
such a large block of gas stock will prevent you, I fear, from purchasing any of the the- 
ater stock. If any person who would be acceptable to myself and the leading brethren, 
and with whom Brother Clawson could work harmoniously, and who would not be ob- 
jectionable as partners to Brothers Sharp and Little could be selected to purchase a 
portion of this stock it would meet my mind. You will also deliver to the Salt Lake Lit- 
erary and Scientific Association, or hold in your hands on behalf of the president of 
that association (President George Q. Cannon) so many shares of the thousand which 
I signed (of the Deseret News stock) as you can, without giving that association control 
of the stock and the company. The control of the stock and the company must be held 
outside of the association. The Provo Manufacturing Company stock (1,024 shares) I 
wish you to divide equally, half to be paid to ZCMI to secure indebtedness against me 
in that institution, and the remaining half to be sold t[o] Brother John C. Cutler at 
$25.00 per share on his note for the amount. The shares in the Rio Virgin Manufac- 
turing Company I desire to have transferred to the ecclesiastical corporation of the St. 
George Stake of Zion. Of course before you deliver the bill of sale which I have signed 
for the sheep in favor of Brother Armstrong, you will obtain his note in proper shape, 
and it must be understood that if there should be any failure to deliver the quantity 
named, it will be satisfactory to him for me to endorse any differences there may be on 
the note to his credit” (Taylor to Jack, Mar. 2, 1887, Kenney Papers). 
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this legislation. We all will follow, to them, Sharp’s wise 
course. This is thrown constantly in my face. Advise us 
[whether] he should remain in New York. Advise us, answer 
fully. 

John W. Young.” 

After consideration it was decided that Prest Geo Q. Cannon 
should go to the city this evening, and while there see Bro C[harles] 
W. Nihley, and also to telegraph to Bros. J[ohn] T. Caine &J[ohn] W. 
Young in answer to their telegrams, in substance as follows: “We 
have no change to make in our policy. No surrender of Principle, 
Sharp’s former course not approved.” 18 

Prest Taylor expressed himself emphatically that we could not 
surrender our principles, but must stand by them. 

[ January 25, 1887; Tuesday] A letter was received from Bro. James 
Jack Jan 24th respecting the amounts which have been allowed to 
some of the aged Bishops in Salt Lake City, as was referred to him by 
letter of Bps [William B.] Preston & [Robert T.] Burton. 

It was decided to appropriate to Bishop Frederick] Kesler 
$300.00, Bishop Alexander] McRae 200.00, Bishop Wm. Hicken- 
looper $200.00, [and] Bishop Wm. Thorne 200.00, this to cover two 
years as he has not drawn since his last appropriation & to Bishopjos 
Pollard $200.00, for their services as Bishop, and the amounts to be 
drawn at the General Tithing Office and to be charged to Presidents 
& Bishops percentage at [blank]. Bro James Jack was instructed to is- 
sue the proper orders and Bp. W[illiam] B. Preston was advised of 
this action by letter. 

[January 26, 1887; Wednesday] Prests Taylor & Cannon had some con- 
versation pertaining to the Scott amendment to the Tucker Ed- 
munds Bill which was read. The letter of Bro C[harles] Williams reed 
yesterday was also considered. Prest T aylor expressed himself to sub- 
mitting any concessions as to Statehood from us. It was decided that 


18 John Sharp was an LDS bishop and partner with one of Brigham Young’s sons 
in the railroad contracting firm of Sharp Sc Young. Sharp drew the ire of church lead- 
ers when, on being brought to trial before Judge Zane for bigamy, he agreed to dis- 
avow the practice and abandon his wives in exchange for a lenient sentence. See Eu- 
gene E. Campbell, Establishing Zion: The Mormon Church in the American West, 1847- 
1869 (Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1988), 312; Richard S. Van Wagoner, Mormon 
Polygamy: A History, 2nd ed. (Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1989), 122. 
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a letter be written to Hon John T. Caine 8c J[ohn] W. Young at Wash- 
ington D.C. more fully defining the views & position of the First Pres- 
idency on this subject that they may not go too far in committing 
themselves in any direction that cannot be sustained by the people. A 
draft of a letter was dictated for further consideration. 19 

19 On February 19, the First Presidency wrote to Charles W. Penrose and Frank- 
lin S. Richards about their endorsement of the Scott Amendment: “Your letter of the 
16th inst; written in response to our request for you to give to us in writing the views 
which you had orally communicated to us, has been received and been carefully con- 
sidered. 

“You have made a very able clear and comprehensive presentation of the case 
from your standpoint. If the premises from which you reason were correct, we should 
almost be inclined to say that your communication was conclusive upon the subject. 

“In most forcible language you describe the evils with which we are menaced and 
which are likely to come upon us under the operations of the Tucker bill should it be- 
come law and be almost irrevocably fastened upon us unless we adopt this plan which 
is now being urged by our friends, namely, that of framing and voting for a constitu- 
tion which shall forever prohibit the practice of bigamy and Polygamy in the New State. 
The evils which you describe as impending are of such a nature as to impel me to seek 
for any method of deliverance which would not be dishonorable. The arugments you 
use in favor of the adoption of such a constitution are very plausible. But we are con- 
fronted at the very outset by this inquiry: what good grounds are there for supposing 
that, if we were to adopt such a constitution and present it to Congress, and ask to be 
admitted under it into the union as a state, our request would be favorably consid- 
ered? Nothing that we have heard from President Cleveland gives us warrant to be- 
lieve that he would be satisfied upon this point by such an instrument.... 

“You must bear constantly in mind the fact that President Cleveland has been 
anxious to settle this question; but the basis of settlement in his mind, [as] was pre- 
sented by Dr. Miller when he came here, was the future discontinuance of plural mar- 
riages.... 

“It appears clear, therefore, to our minds, that the adoption of such a policy as 
you outline in your communication would not satisfy Congress and the Country at 
large, and its adoption by us would only result in humiliation to us without any corre- 
sponding benefit. For years before President Young’s death the First Presidency of the 
Church assumed an attitude upon this question which has not been changed by the 
First Presidency up to the present time. That attitude has been both dignified and con- 
sistent with our professions and belief. We have not coquetted with this question, have 
shown no inclination to compromise with principle or in any manner wavered in our 
maintainance of our rights connected with it. Every well informed public man knows 
this and they are conscious that this principle is so deeply imbedded in our belief and 
practice that nothing but the most cruel and far reaching measures will cause us to 
abandon it. Their expressions show that they would have no confidence that such lan- 
guage as is used in the Scott Amendment would bind us to a renunciation of this prac- 
tice. If we were to make such a proposal we should leave the ground upon which we 
have so long stood and so consistently maintained and take new ground. In doing so 
we should have the mortification of proposing a concession that would be spurned 
and thrown back at us with contempt. We should, thereby, not only lose our own self- 
respect but our own people would be weakened and the world would say we had of- 
fered to barter away principle for the sake of expediency. 

“If the plan which you suggest would be accepted by the Nation, and could be 
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June 15, 1887; Wednesday] President Taylor met with President 
George Q. Cannon, Elders Charles W. Penrose, and L. John Nuttall. 
The subject of the State constitution as prepared at Washington D.C. 
under the approval of President [Grover] Cleveland and a number of 
influential members of the administration by the Hon. George F. 
Jenks, the Solicitor General in the Department of Justice, was taken 
up for consideration. 

The history of the constitution and the steps by which its final 
preparation has been reached appears in the correspondence which 
has been had by Brother John W. Young, and others at Washington. 
Originally there were five Democrats who entered into a plan of ad- 
mitting Utah as a State under certain conditions. They were first: Ex 
Senator Wm. H. Barnum, Chairman of the Democratic National 
Committee; second, Daniel Lamont, Private Secretary to President 
Cleveland; third, William L. Scott of Pennsylvania; fourth, President 
Grover Cleveland; fifth, Hon. George F. Jenks. Afterward three 
more were taken into the confidence of the President on this ques- 
tion, viz: Senator Gorman of Maryland, Hon. L[ucius] (X C. Tamar, 
Secretary of the Interior, and Hon. A[ugustus] H. Garland, Attorney 
General of the United States. The labor of preparing the Constitu- 
tion was intrusted to Mr. Jenks[;] a copy of the Constitution formed 
by our convention, and voted for by the people of Utah in 1882, was 
handed to Mr. Jenks. He made but three amendments to it, and 
when thus amended it appears that President Cleveland and the oth- 
ers above mentioned were willing to accept it as a constitution for the 
new State of Utah, and if it should be voted for and adopted by the 
people of Utah, to use the influence of the administration of the 
Democratic party in favor of the admission of Utah as a State. 

Brother C[harles] W. Penrose had brought these amendments 
and other documents from Washington with a long letter of explana- 
tion from Bro John W. Young. The amendments are as follows: 

successfully carried out in the manner which appears to you feasable, the question 
would then present itself in a very different light to what it does now to our minds. 

“It is as clear to us as light that this is not practicable and that it is a plan which 
under present circumstances, we cannot possibly accept. 

“Whatever the evils and terms of the Tucker bill may be, personally we prefer to 
endure them than to take this other course. We have put our trust in God in the past, 
and we must trust Him in this as in all other things in the future. In doing so we are 
not troubled with even the shadow of a doubt as to what the result will be” (John Tay- 
lor and George Q. Cannon to Penrose and Richards, Feb. 19, 1887, typescript in 
Quinn Papers, original in LDS Archives). 
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Article Two 

Section 1 . Every male citizen of the United States not laboring 
under disabilities named in this Constitution, of the age of twenty- 
one years and over, who shall have resided in the State six months 
and in the county and voting precinct thirty days next preceding any 
election, shall be entitled to vote for all officers that now are or here- 
after may be elected by the people, and upon all questions submitted 
to the electors at such election. Provided : 

That no person who has been or may be convicted of treason to 
Civil rights, shall be entitled to the privileges of an elector. 

Article Fifteen 

Section 13. Bigamy and Polygamy being considered incompati- 
ble with a republican form of government, each of them is hereby 
forbidden and declared a misdemeanor. 

Any person who shall violate this section shall, on conviction 
thereof, be punished by a fine of not more than One thousand dol- 
lars and by imprisonment for a term not less than six months nor 
more than three years, in the discretion of the court. This section 
shall be construed as operative without the aid of legislation and the 
offenses prohibited by this section shall not be barred by statute of 
limitation within three years after the commission of the offense; nor 
shall the power of pardon extend thereto until such pardon shall be 
approved by the President of the United States. 

Article Sixteen 

Provided : That Section 13 of Article Fifteen shall not be amend- 
ed, revised, or in any way changed until any amendment, revision or 
change as proposed therein shall, in addition to the requirements of 
the provisions of this article, be reported to the Congress of the 
United States and shall by Congress be approved and ratified, and 
such approval and ratification be proclaimed by the President of the 
United States, and if not so ratified and proclaimed said section shall 
remain perpetual. 

Before reading them Brother Penrose explained the various 
steps by which agreement on these amendments had been reached. 
He described the efforts of Brother John W. Young and himself in 
getting them made as mild as possible and in such a shape that they 
would not come too strongly in contact with the views of the Fat- 
ter-day Saints and their religious principles. 
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President Taylor asked a number of questions concerning them 
which drew answers from Brother Penrose, giving further light upon 
the probable operation of the Constitution on the event of it being 
adopted, and also the arrangements which would have to be made to 
secure the expression of the people’s will and the cooperation of the 
Utah Commissioners in the election. 

After President Taylor had listened to all that had to be said, he 
spoke very emphatically in a great distinctiveness of manner, using 
the following language: “I am in favor of this arrangement, there is 
not need to make any long talk about it. I think 1 understand it and I 
am in favor of it.” 

Further conversation ensued during which he said, speaking of 
section 13 of Article 15 of the Constitution— the amendment which is 
particularly applicable to Bigamy and Polygamy: ‘‘I think it is in as 
good a shape as it can be put ... it is the only thing that can be done.” 

In making these statements he did not appeal to President 
George Q. Cannon for his views nor asked him what he thought 
about the propositions. 

Subsequently President George Q. Cannon stated to him that 
there were two points which troubled some of the brethren, who had 
tender consciences, and probably large numbers of our people 
would think upon these points and would like to be relieved respect- 
ing them, by knowing the will of the Lord upon them. The first is, 
“Will we offend our God by declaring that to be a misdemeanor in 
our brethren, which He views as a virtue and has commanded them 
to practice?” Second: “Will we displease Him if as jurors we frame in- 
dictments and render verdicts against our brethren as criminals for 
obeying the law which He has commanded them to observe?” 

President Taylor said: “There is no necessity for the brethren to 
be too particular or scrupulous in such matters.” 

June 20, 1887; Monday] President Taylor conversed with Klder 
Nuttall on questions of the day, Statehood, &c., and felt hopeful that 
good would result from the labors of the brethren in this matter. 

He said if the Lord wanted it that way it would work out all right. 

June 24, 1887; Friday] 20 Prest Cannon took with him the letters reed 

20 The remaining entries in this chapter are from Nuttall’s diaries at Brigham 
Young University. 



from Bro C[harles] W Penrose yesterday, from A[braham] O. Smoot, 
J[ohn] R Winder & H[iram] B. Clawson today, 21 and from F[ranklin] 
S. Richards reed June 22 n to attend to answering them while at the 
City. 

/ June 25, 1887; Saturday] Prest Taylor arose early and was out of his 
room by 7 Oclock, and sat up until after 8 o. clock and then laid 
down, and afterwards arose and took a very little food. He kept his 
room all the day.... 

Brother James Malin came out this evening and brought Dr [Wil- 
liam F.] Anderson with him. They arrived about 12 O. clock, and re- 
ported that Elder John W Taylor was coming out but he had missed 
his way. 2 ' 

] June 26, 1887 ; Sunday] Prest Geo. Q. Cannon sent out a letter with 
our mail, explaining why Dr. [William F.] Anderson and Elder John. 
W. Taylor were coming out. It appears that the President’s family 
had heard of his being sick and they desired that the Doctor & some 
member of the family to A should A come and see him. 

Elder Nuttall read Prest Cannon’s letter to the President, in his 
room, and informed him of the arrival of Dr. Anderson. He did not 
seem pleased at his coming, and that his family had heard of his sick- 
ness. But after awhile he felt better on explanations being made to 
him, and he consented to meet the Doctor, and did so. After break- 
fast they conversed together for some two hours on the Presidents 
condition &c after which he took a rest. He appeared quite cheerful 
in his mind and conversation. 

We held our usual meeting in the afternoon. Elder Nuttall in 
charge. Bro John Roueche prayed. Bro. Nuttall spoke a short time 


21 The word “today” is written over “yesterday”. 

22 The letter from Richards reported the attitude of the U.S. Supreme Court in 
the Cannon case, which "based their decision against us upon the theory that we were 
flaunting polygamy in the face of the world.” Richards believed, however, that the 
Court was moving toward viewing plural marriage as sanctioned of the law. As he told 
Cannon, “when they find that we propose to let it rest upon moral and religious 
grounds alone, without any legal sanction, they will, in my opinion, be willing to let us 
alone on this point” (Franklin D. Richards to George Q, Cannon, June 21, 1887, Utah 
State Historical Society, Salt Lake City). 

23 Heber J. Grant reported: “Jno W. Taylor ... told me he had just learned that 
his father was dangerously sick. Said he felt strange about his sickness and had not 
much faith for him. Asked me not to say anything about it” (Grant, Diary, June 25, 
1887, typescript in Quinn Papers, original in LDS Archives). 
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and then administered the Sacrament, and Brother S[anmelJ Bate- 
man dismissed [the service]. 

Brother [Thomas F.] Roueche and his son John conversed an 
hour with the President and afterwards he and the Doctor had an- 
other short talk. The Doctor had some medicine he had brought out 
with him, and the President promised to take it. Bro John W Taylor 
did not come out. 

It was decided that the Doctor will return to the City tomorrow 
A on A mornings train. 

Dr 24 Anderson seeing the color of my eyes & skin, asked me a 
number of questions, and examined my body and sounded the re- 
gion of the Liver, after which he told me what would be good for me. 
I talked with him considerable during the afternoon & evening. 

[June 27, 1887; Monday] Prest Taylor was up early this morning, al- 
though he did not spend a very good night. Yet he seemed bright this 
morning in his conversation but rather weak in body. He talked 
some with Dr [William FJ Anderson. 

After Breakfast the Doctor left. Bro [fames] Malin took him to 
the Depot.... 

Prest Taylor signed several recommends and listened to the 
reading of the letters from F.lders B[righam] Young [Jr.], F[ rancis | 
M. Lyman & J[ohn] Hfenry] Smith at Stjoseph, Arizona, June 19th, 
giving an account of their journeyings and labors and submitting 
some changes in the Eastern Arizona and Little Colorado Stakes of 
Zion. This letter was sent in to Prest Geo Q Cannon. 

Prest Taylor sign’d a transfer of Gas companys stock from the Es- 
tate of Thos Williams, deceased, to Wm Thorn for 6 shares. 

[June 28, 1887; Tuesday] Prest Taylor feels about as he did yesterday. 
He does not eat anything to give him strength, and objects to taking 
the medicine that Dr. Anderson left for him. He stayed in his room 
all day and when out of bed and in conversation with Elder Nuttall he 
was quite cheerful, but he is very weak, yet he does not desire that 
anyone shall suppose that he is sick. This morning he ate a small dish 
of Ice cream and seemed to relish it. 

[June 29, 1887; Wednesday] Prest Taylor is much the same as he was 


24 “Dr” ; s wr itten over “Bro”. 
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yesterday yet he must be some weaker. He did not leave his room 
yesterday nor today. Takes no exercise. In conversation with Bro. 
Nuttall this afternoon he was quite bright in his mind and hopeful of 
getting better. He coincides with all that is said to him of the benefits 
of eating food and taking the medicine prescribed, but he seems un- 
able to take anything when it is prepared for him whether food or 
medicine. His feet, lower limbs and belly appear to be much more 
swollen than they were. Elder Nuttall called his attention to this and 
he said we will do the best we can, and will keep doing all that is nec- 
essary.... 

Bro James Malin took in & brought out our mail matter. Prest 
Geo Q Cannon sent [a] letter to Prest J[ohn] D. T. McAllister, St 
George, annulling the marriage of John Pritchard (dead) and Sister 
Ann Taylor Smith. Pritchard, he having been her first husband, [was] 
not a member of the Church. 

Also a letter to Elders [Brigham] Young [Jr.], [Francis M.] Lyman 
& [John Henry] Smith in answer to their letter of the 19th, instruct- 
ing them to organize the Snowflake and St. Johns Stakes, Arizona, 
out of the present Little Colorado and Eastern Arizona Stakes. Also 
gave them the general news.”’ 

Also a letter to W[illiam] H. Folsom enclosing $300.00 on 
Z.C.M.I. as requested in his favor of 24th. inst[ant]. 

Also a letter to Bp Geo. L. Farrell replying to his of the 11th 
inst[ant], and congratulating him on the prospects of the new settle- 
ments at Lee’s Creek, Alberta, N.W. Territory. 26 

25 The “general news” dealt mainly with the much anticipated attempt to form a 
Utah state government. “The proposition is met with deadly opposition by our ene- 
mies, and it remains for the Lord to say whether we shall accomplish the end in view 
or not. The Brethren feel [illegible] in making the attempt, and there certainly can be 
no harm in our struggle to obtain our rights. We have encouraging reports from other 
corners concerning this. But all hell will be aroused against our taking any step in ad- 
vance or that will increase our power or influence in the earth” (George Q. Cannon 
and Joseph F. Smith to Brigham Youngjr., Francis M. Lyman, and John Henry Smith, 
June 29, 1887, John Taylor Family Papers, Special Collections, Marriott Library). 

26 In September 1886, claiming to have “always found justice under the British 
flag,” Taylor had asked Charles O. Card, stake president of the Cache Valley Stake, 
and a few others to explore and settle the British territory to the north as refuge for 
polygamous Mormons. The party first arrived on Lee’s Creek, near present-day Card- 
ston, Alberta, on October 24, 1886. Six months later, on April 26, 1887, “we voted 
unanimously that Lees Creek was the best location at present and decided to plant our 
colony thereon” ( The Diaries of Charles Ora Card: The Canadian Years, 1886-1903, eds. 
Donald G. Godfrey and Brigham Y. Card [Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 
1993], 52). 
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[June 30, 1887; Thursday] Prest Taylor is much weaker this morning. 
He refused to take his usual bath. He does not partake of any nour- 
ishment, excepting a little wine and a glass of beer occasionally. 

Prest Geo. Q. Cannon sent out a A letter to Elder Nuttall, also a A 
deed for the President to sign, from himself as Trustee-in-Trust to 
the Presiding Bishopric as Trustees to hold the Temple Block and 
property connected therewith. When this was explained to the Presi- 
dent he signed the deed, which was witnessed by Bros. S[amuel| 
Bateman and James Malin and acknowledged by Joseph Barton, a 
Notary Public. 

President Taylor also signed his will which had been drawn at his 
request and this was also witnessed by Bros. S[amuel] Bateman and 
Jas Malin. 

A document which had been drawn by Attorneys F[ranklin] S. 
Richards and LeGrand Young pertaining to the Reserve Fund in the 
Bullion Beck 8c Champion Mining Company’s Stock held by Prest 
Taylor, and which had been sent out for his signature, was read to 
him, but he did not feel to sign it, saying he would rather wait until 
President Geo. Q. Cannon [illegible] returned. 

Bro & Sister [Thomas F.] Roueche went to the City this morning 
and took the deed to the Bishopric to Prest Cannon. 

[ July 1, 1887; Friday J 'lhv. President is much the same as he was yester- 
day, only apparently weaker. Yet he helps himself in getting in and 
out of bed, and in walking to his chair does so with a firm step. 

Bro Jacob Roueche returned this morning. Prest Cannon will at- 
tend to the correspondence. 

We have no particular business [illegible] before us to-day. 

This afternoon Bishop Peter Barton came and informed us that 
he had received word that some Deputy Marshals were at Farming- 
ton this afternoon. He did not learn how many there were or as to 
where they were going. He went to put out men to look after their 
movements should they come further north, and if he got any other 
word he will inform us by 8 oclock. We of course kept a strict look out 
so as not to be taken unawares. Bp Barton returned at 8 oclock and 
reported there were but two & they had returned to the City. 

A very remarkable instance of Prest Taylor’s will and nerve was 
manifest this evening. On his learning that we had been informed of 
these Deputies, whilst he could not stand up alone, he asked respect- 
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ing them and on being further informed he said, “Stand them off 
boys, stand them off. We have our rights and will maintain them, go 
for them from the beginning.” 

Bro. Sfamuel] Bateman carried in our mail, but met Prest Geo. 
Q. Cannon & Bro C[harles] H Wilcken, who were returning from the 
City this evening & he returned also. 

Prest Geo. Q. Cannon dictated letters which were written and 
forwarded as follow: 

To Elder John W. Young, New York, regarding financial mat- 
ters. 

Also a letter to Bro Wm M. Palmer acknowledging receipt of Re- 
port (June 15) of the North Western States Mission, and giving him 
the general news. 

Also letter to apostles [Brigham] Young [Jr.], [Francis M.] Ly- 
man & [John Henry] Smith in Arizona informing them of the State of 
President Taylor’s health. 

Also letter to Jos H. Frisby in answer to his of this date, giving 
permission to such members of the family who could go to Logan to 
be sealed to their deceased parents. 

Also letter to Prest Wm Budge complying with his requisition 
for $2000.00 tithing, to aid in the erection of the Bear Lake Stake 
Meeting House. 

Also letters to apostles W[ilford] Woodruff, F[rastus] Snow & 
M[oses] Thatcher (separate) regarding the health of President Tay- 
lor. 2 ' 

Also a letter to apostles L[orenzo] Snow and H[eber] J. Grant re- 
specting matters in Oneida and Bannock [Idaho] Stakes. 

President Cannon instructed the Church Attorneys that Elders 
John W. Hess, I[saac] E. D. Zundel and Moroni Ward had been cho- 
sen Trustees for the Indians at Washakie. 

[July 2, 1887 ; Saturday] The President is much the same as he has 
been the past two or three days. He takes no food, he is entirely sus- 
tained by stimulants. When business is talked of he brightens up, 

- All letters regarding the president’s health were to be confidential so that his 
condition would not be made public. However, Cannon concluded that the president’s 
condition could not be kept from the Quorum of the Twelve. To senior apostle Wil- 
ford Woodruff, Cannon wrote: “I am now forced to the conclusion that his condition 
is dangerous, and that unless there is a change for the better very soon he cannot last 
for any great length of time” (Cannon to Woodruff, July 1, 1887, Taylor Family Papers). 
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and appears to fully comprehend that what he does [is] connected 
with it. 

Prest Taylor signed a letter to Bro Wm M. Palmer, also one to 
Bishops [William B.] Preston, [Robert T.] Burton, and [John R.] 
Winder pertaining to the use of teams, carriages and buggys, by sev- 
eral brethren, at the Tithing office, wherein they expect the use of 
such things and the Tithing Office to provide them. This was put a 
stop to. He also signed the statement or document drawn by attor- 
neys [Franklin S.] Richards and LeGrand Young pertaining to the re- 
serve fund of the Bfullion] B[eck] & C[hampion] M[ining] Com- 
pany’s Stock expressing his wishes as to it[s] disposition. 

In making his signature his hand is quite firm and he writes very 
plain. 

Prest Geo. Q. Cannon was with the President and talked with 
him and explained his labors at the City. 

This afternoon Prest Cannon called all the brethren together 
and expressed his feelings and views as to President Taylor’s condi- 
tion. He wishes that a strict watch shall be kept over him, day and 
night, that he shall lack for no assistance he may need. Proper ar- 
rangements were made accordingly. 

Prest Geo Q Cannon filed the following telegrams which had 
been received and sent while he was at the City, viz: 

“Salt Lake, June 24, 1887, 

To John W. Young, 

57 Broadway New York, 

F[ranklin] S. Richards has been to see U.S. District Attorney. 
He did not refer to C[harles] W. Penrose orjohn W. Young 
or exempdon. Shall F[ranklin] S. Richards mention it or wait 
until he volunteers? L[iberty] E. Holden is in Cleveland 
[Ohio]. It is the opinion of several he would help our cause. 
Can you reach him? 

James Jack.” 

“New York, June 25/87, 

To James Jack, 

Safe for F[ranklin] S. Richards to see U.S. District Attorney. 
Strictly confidential and private about age limit and C[harles] 
W. Penrose exemption, but not U.S. Asst District attorney 
unless he mentions it. Columbus letter was not received yet, 
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or he had telegraphed for further instructions. John W. 
Young exemption with Attorney General will be carried out 
when I desire; cannot do it until other brethren released. 
The prospect is good. This (?) shall continue to press it. 
C[harles] W. Penrose letter received yesterday. Thinks con- 
cussion do[es] not take. Mix Lfiberty] E. HJolden] or any 
other mining man with our affairs here. Have positive assur- 
ances from number four, 28 move fast as prudent. Holden 
could not get more. 

John W Young.” 

“Salt Lake City, June 27/87, 

To John W Young, 

57 Broadway New York, 

F[ranklin] S. Richards has been to see U.S District Attorney. 
Has not received any orders about C[harles] W. Penrose or 
age limit. Will talk with F[ranklin] S. Richards if he gets in- 
structions. What do you suggest about number five? 21 ' When 
will he arrive? Who should see him, what are his instruc- 
tions? You are in error as to that Holden matter. Wanted to 
get him work [in] Salt Lake City, Not Washington. No neces- 
sity now. 

James Jack.” 

“New York, 27th 1887, 

To James Jack, 

Doing all consistent for San Francisco man. Am going to 
Washington tomorrow afternoon, more about it from there. 
The newspapers East quoting from our papers and our ser- 
mons pleasefd with] general tone of both, neither Republi- 
can nor Democratic but conservative as to any temporal 
power. More on the practical result already accomplished. 


28 As used in some of the correspondence during this period, the terms “number 
one,” “number two,” etc., were code words referring to specific individuals, including 
U.S. President Grover Cleveland, his private secretary Daniel Lamont, Pennsylvania 
congressman William L. Scott, and U.S. Solicitor General George A. Jenks, as well as 
LDS Church leaders and lobbyists for statehood. See Lyman, Political Deliverance, 42. 

29 Probably Alexander Badlam Jr. See Charles Williams [pseud. Charles W. Pen- 
rose] to Wilford Woodruff, George Q. Cannon, and Joseph F. Smith, Aug. 27, 1887, 
typescript in Kenney Papers, original in LDS Archives. 
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Want to keep club from hands of our enemies until we can 
give them good pounding. 

John W. Young.” 

“New York, 29, 1887, 

To James Jack, 

Ask Byron Groo [at the Salt Lake Herald to] make up immedi- 
ately [a report] on the meeting of [the state constitutional] 
Convention, showing conservation, the Latter day Saints 
personal interest has been in [re]sol[v]i[ng] [constitution, 
and indicating strong, as much as possible citing the non- 
Mormons assistance to frame C, theory of constitutional 
amendments. His telegrams can be full but not too lengthy. 
Consult Cfharles] W. Penrose. Desirous to have C[harles] W. 
Penrose, F[ranklin] S. Richards, John T. Caine and one 
other. I have seen Number one. He thinks we conceded 
enough in amendment without cumulative voting, unless 
you deem it absolutely necessary. Detained here, Washing- 
ton to-morrow. 

John W. Young.” 

“New York, 29, 1887, 

To James Jack, 

Number five was to have left Washington twenty fifth. In- 
tends to begin proceedings under the new Edmunds bill. 
F( ranklin] S. Richards is to communicate with him. His wish 
is to be friendly. Do not tell him I have sent full particulars 
about these matters, his arrival, and business. See that [illegi- 
ble] next letter to Post is better than last letter was. C[harles] 
W. Penrose should shape it. Send all press dispatches in re- 
gard to Constitutional Convention to Wm Henry Smith, 
New York, signed Byron Groo. They must be fair and impar- 
tial and sent early in the afternoon. If Byron Groo gives satis- 
faction [I] think [we] can get him appointed in next mans 
place. 

John W Young.” 

“New York, 30, 1887, 

To James Jack, 

Please remit by telegraph five thousand dollars, remit by 
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mail five thousand more, answer. Everything seems to be 
moving satisfactory with newspapers. 

John W. Young.” ... 

A report of the Logan Temple ordinance Work for June 1887 
was received, showing: 


Baptisms Dead 2403 

Endowments Liv[i]ng 138, dead 1219 = 1357 

Ordinations living 3, dead 421 = 424 

Sealings living 63, dead, 347 = 410 

Children to parents living 131, dead, 90 = 221 

Adoptions Living 1 

Second Anointings living 25, dead, 16 = 41 


This evening Prest Taylor d e sired expressed a desire that his 
sons George J. and John W. Taylor come out to see him. Arrange- 
ments were made for Bro CJharlesj H. Wilckin to go for them this 
evening, and return if possible before daylight in the morning. 

[July 3, 1887; Sunday] Bros [Charles H.] Wilckin, Geo. J. Taylor & 
John W. Taylor arrived this morning. 

Prest Taylor was feeling well and bright, for him, this morning. 
He sat up and conversed with his sons George J. &John W., Prest 
Geo. Q. Cannon & Elder L John Nuttall. He expressed his feelings 
and desires in regard to his family matters and the distribution of his 
homestead among his wives and children. A plot of the same was sub- 
mitted which had been prepared, and lines for an equitable division 
drawn on the same by Bro N uttall, which were examined by the Presi- 
dent & brethren, and the President expressed his approval of the 
same, designating, however, the portion of Lot 2 formerly occupied 
by his wife Leonora, should go to her children as of right. He sat up & 
conversed until he was tired and then took a rest with the expecta- 
tion of continui[n]g the conversation in the afternoon. 

Prest Cannon & Elder Nuttall had further talk with Bros. Geo. J 
& John W Taylor on these and other matters and further examined 
the plot and proposed distribution of the Homestead. As there was 
no portion designated for the children of the late Harriet W. Taylor, 
Sist[er] Sophia T. Nuttall & the Estate of Bro Wm W Taylor, it was 
considered that they should be provided as to their portion from the 
Estate. 
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In the afternoon we held our usual meeting. Prest Cannon in 
charge.... 

A letter was reed from Bro. C[harles] W. Penrose in regard to the 
State Convention matters, also a copy of the Utah Commissioners 
rulings on the manner of voting for or against the constitution. It was 
deemed proper that Prest Cannon go to the City this evening to see 
to this and other matters. 

Prest Taylor had a further talk with his sons & Prest Cannon & 
Bro Nuttall, on the same matters as had [been brought] up this 
morni[n]g but nothing further was decided on. 1 

[July 4, 1887; Monday] Prest Taylor was feeling some better this 
morning, he partook of a little nourishment and seemed quite bright 
most of the day. 

This day was observed as a holiday and went off very quietly. 

July 5, 1887; Tuesday] Prest Taylor arose early this morning, and 
dressed and sat with his clothes on most of the day. He said he was 
some better and felt quite hopeful. He, however, [w]ont eat any- 
thing. 

Sister Pricilla Jennings sent a letter accompanied by two bottles 
of homemade wine to the President. He tasted the wine and seemed 


30 Heber J. Grant reported: “For several hours last night I could not sleep. I got 
to thinking of the news that I had hear[d] that Prest Taylor was in a dangerous condi- 
tion and of the many changes that would take place in case of his death. I have felt for 
a long while that Prest Cannon was expecting to succeed Prest Taylor. Prest Cannon 
thinks I am the most ambitious young man in Utah, and I think there is no limit to his 
ambition. 

“I have but little confidence in Prest Cannon’s management of affairs financially. 

I got up out of bed & prayed with all my heart and soul to God that he would help me 
to overcome every feeling of ambition that was calculated to lead me from Him or the 
path of duty. 1 want every institution of Zion to be solid, and in a condition that no one 
can find fault with it, and with the help of my Heavenly Father 1 shall have nothing to 
do with placing any institutions with which I am connected in any condition but that 
worthy of the most perfect confidence of the people. I wish I had perfect confidence 
in Prest Cannon but I have not and I can’t change my opinion unless I see something 
to inspire me with confidence. 

“I feel to honor and respect him in his position and I sustain him with my faith & 
prayers. My confidence in Prest Joseph F. Smith is perfect. I know of nothing that is 
necessary to increase it. After the death of Prest Taylor I expect Prest Smith to have 
much more power and influence with the leading officials of the church as well as 
[with] the people tha[n] Prest Cannon. Perhaps I am prejudiced against brother Can- 
non & in favor of brother Smith but time will tell whether my opinions are correct” 
(Grant, Diary, July 3, 1887). 
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to enjoy it. The President sat out on the front porch for a short time 
in the evening. 

[July 6, 1887; Wednesday] Prest Taylor arose and was dressed by 7 
Oclock, he says he feels better. He has taken a little nourishment to- 
day, but spent most of the time in bed. He ate a plate of Ice cream this 
afternoon with a relish.... 

This is the A 53rd A Anniversary of my birth, away from home, 
family, and dear friends. 

/ July 7, 1887; Thursday] Prest Taylor is not so well this morning. He 
did not have a good night. Has taken no nourishment to-day. Has 
kept his bed most of the day, and is weaker in his body but quite 
hopeful. 

We observed this as fast day, but did not hold our usual meeting. 

A letter was received from Joseph A. West at Ogden, July 4th, 
pertaining to his visit to Chihuahua [Mexico] and giving his views as 
to the President making a visit to that country. 

A letter was reed from Prest Geo. Q. Cannon, City, July 5th. 

July 8, 1887; Friday ij Prest Taylor is no better this morning. He keeps 
his bed most of the time. He has taken a few spoonful of nourish- 
ment but mostly drink. 

Prest Geo. Q. Cannon made the following report of his labors at 
the City yesterday, July 7th 1887. 

Prest George Q. Cannon and Elders L[orenzo] Snow, F[ranklin] 
D. Richards, Mfoses] Thatcher, H[eber] J Grant & John W. Taylor 
met at the President’s office this morning at 1030 Oclock for the pur- 
pose of transacting business connected with the work of the Consti- 
tutional Convention and preparing a Constitution. Before entering 
upon that business, however, Brother Geo. Q. brought to the atten- 
tion of the brethren of the Twelve the condition of the San Juan 
Stake and the need there was for our people there to be reinforced. 
20 or 30 families were needed to furnish voters to control the 
County, or the supremacy there might pass out of our hands. He 
thought it important that the brethren in their visits among the 
Saints should use every exertion to induce that number to move 
there. He also called attention to a new Bishop needed for Moab 
Ward, the former Bishop having resigned. Considerable conversa- 
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tion ensued upon the subject of the San Juan Stake and the objec- 
tions the people had to settling there. 

Afterwards he read correspondence from the Presidency of the 
Weber Stake, and the Ogden Herald Company, upon the subject of 
the “Ogden Herald” and the great need it had for help to save it from 
bankruptcy and suspension. After considerable talk the brethren de- 
cided that $1750.00 or if necessary $2000.00 might be advanced to 
aid that paper on the conditions insisted upon by Bro. George Q 
Cannon namely: That the company clear up all the old indebtedness 
and reconstruct itself, by settling with or getting possession of all the 
stock, and starting on a new basis without debts or other incum- 
brances. He did not think it right for the church to be required to lift 
the company out of its trouble and the stockholders who took no in- 
terest in the matter get the benefit of the help. 

Elder Moses Thatcher called the attention of the brethren to the 
condition of the Saints in Mexico. He said that Elder Erastus Snow 
had been compelled to use some private means which he, (Bro. M. 
T[hatcher]) had left in his hands, and had relieved the pressing 
necessities of some who were likely to suffer. He asked that $50000 
be appropriated to be sent to Bro. E[rastus] Snow, for him to loan to 
the people to relieve their wants until they could repay it. This was 
agreed to and a draft for $500.00 was sent to Bro Helaman Pratt so 
that he might cash it, in the event of Bro E[rastus] Snow having come 
away. 

Prest Geo. Q. Cannon sent a letter to Brother E[rastus] Snow, in- 
forming him of this action, and another letter to Bro. Helaman Pratt 
enclosing a draft for $500.00- He also wrote a letter to Bro JamesJack 
instructing him to send the draft for $500.00. 

A 31 proposition was brought before the brethren made by the 
owner or owners of a Canal in the State of Colorado, about 20 miles 
from our settlements in San Luis Valley, to sell that and a quantity of 
land for $60,000.00. The Canal is about 35 miles long. A letter writ- 
ten to Bishop H[iram] B. Clawson by Prest Silas S. Smith of San Luis 
Stake was read, in which he described the advantages of the Canal 
and that it was a bargain at the price at which it was offered. 

If the full benefit of this 32 Canal were to be received by the Latter 
day Saints there would of necessity have to be a large increase made 


31 “A” is repeated twice. 

32 The words “of this” are repeated twice. 
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in their numbers by emigration. The only point from which this 
would be feaseable at present, is Utah. The brethren felt that they 
were not prepared to encourage Latter-day Saints in this Territory 
going to Colorado, and therefore thought and so decided that we 
were not in a position to do anything about this offer. Bishop 
Clawson was instructed to thank the parties for their kindness in 
bringing this matter to our attention. 

After prayer by Elder Lorenzo Snow, Prest Geo. Q. Cannon 
stated to the brethren the principle object that he had in view in call- 
ing them together. The constitution for a State was about completed, 
and it is necessary that proper steps be taken to bring it fairly before 
the people so that a full expression of their will by vote concerning it 
may be obtained. It is absolutely necessary that every pains be taken 
to get this subject fairly before the people, and this will have to be 
done in the most careful manner. Prest Cannon suggested that the 
Presidents of Stakes, their Counselors, and Bishops and their Coun- 
selors be seen and be told, that the First Presidency and Twelve see 
no reason why the Latter-day Saints who are eligible to vote, should 
not vote for this state constitution, and that in doing so they would 
not offend God nor violate His laws. He thought that the giving of 
reasons and the indulging in argument should be avoided. That our 
newspapers should say but little, and that our Public speakers should 
be exceedingly careful in their utterances, lest our enemies should 
take advantage of that which might be said. There was danger in 
treating upon this subject publicly, of saying too much. The proper 
way, he thought, was for the people to be visited individually. He 
gave these views to the brethren in response to a request from 
Brother L[orenzo] Snow who asked him for them. 

The brethren present, who had by this time been joined by 
Bishop [William B.] Preston, acquies[c]ed in them, and accepted 
them as the proper method of dealing with this matter. It was fast day 
and a good spirit prevailed and the brethren felt the gravity of the oc- 
casion. 

The Apostles present agreed to visit the various Stakes as far ' 1 as 
they could. Elder Lforenzo] Snow agreed to visit Box Elder, Morgan, 
Summit, and Tooele. Elder F[ranklin] D. Richards agreed to visit 
Weber, Utah, Wasatch and Juab. Elder Moses Thatcher agreed to 
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visit Cache and that portion of Bear Lake Stake in Rich County. El- 
der H[eber] J. Grant agreed to visit Millard, Beaver, Parowan and St 
George Stakes, and Elder John. W. Taylor agreed to visit Sanpete, 
Sevier, Panquitch and Kanab Stakes. 

Salt Lake Stake and Davis were left to be attended to by local offi- 
cers as they were close by and many were familiar with what is re- 
quired. As Emery and Lfintah Stakes could not be visited by any of 
the Twelve, it was decided that one of the First Seven Presidents of 
Seventies— Elder Abraham H Cannon— should visit them if he could 
find the time. A letter was written by Prest Geo. Q. Cannon to the 
Presidencies of those Stakes, explaining the object of Elder A[bra- 
ham] H. Cannon’s visit, which he and the brethren of the Twelve 
signed. 

In the afternoon at 5 o. clock Prest Geo. Q. Cannon had the 
members of the [territorial] Convention meet with the Twelve, him- 
self, and Bishop W[illiam] B. Preston, Bros. A[ngus] M Cannon, 
C[harles] W. Penrose, and George Reynolds who were not members 
of the Convention. The names of those who were present are as fol- 
lows: 

Prest Geo Q. Cannon, apostles L[orenzo] Snow, F[ranklin] D. 
Richards, Mfoses] Thatcher, H[eber] J. Grant & John W Taylor, 
Bishop Wm B Preston, Elders A[ngus] M Cannon, C[harles] W Pen- 
rose, George Reynolds, P[hilo] T. Farnsworth, F. R. Clayton, O. G. 
Snow, R. H. Batty, Wm Low, J[ames] T. Hammond, A. D. Thatcher, 
J[ohn] E. Carlisle, J[ohn] T. Caine Jr, I[ngwald] C. Thoresen, Wil- 
liam] J. Kerr, T[homas] F. Roueche, David Stoker, Joseph Barton, J. 
Robertsen, W. A C Bryan, F. W. Chappell, J[ames] L. Bunting, 
George Crane, Joshua Greenwood, Samuel Francis, M W. Mansfield, 
Jas. Sharp, John Clark, W[illiam] W. Riter, Samuel Bennion, John T. 
Caine, Afndrew] Jensen, S[amuel] P. Teasdal, Feramorz Little, Frank- 
lin] S. Richard, Junius F. Wells, Elias A. Smith, John R. Winder, L. T. 
Tuttle, L. Anderson, J. Bartholomew, W[illiam] H. Seegmiller, W. A. 
Warnock, ]. S. Jensen, A Elclredge, W[ard] E. Pack, John Boyden, D. 
D. Houtz, S[amuel] R. Thurman, W[arren] W. Dusenberry, Abram 
Noe, Geo. Webb,J[ohn] E. Booth, Wm Creer,J[onathan] S. Page, J O 
Bullock, Abram Hatch, E[dwin] G. Woolley, R. C. Lund, L[ewis] W. 
Shurleff, D[avid] H. Peery, G. N. Bramwell Jr, N. Montgomery, C. C. 
Richards, LI. H. Rolopp & Arther Winter Reporter.... 

The following telegrams were received: 
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“New York, [July] 3, 1887, 

To James Jack, 

Our friends absent, my opinion is that the Convention 
should write the Utah Commission on the subject. Get them 
to answer in writing. Then arrange plan agreed on that sub- 
ject with them, officially if possible, otherwise privately. 
Their approval of form of election almost indispensable for 
next Congress. Get F[ranklin] S. Richards to arrange a 
strictly confidential and private interview with number five 
for Cfharles] W. Penrose. Say to him I desire it, as his advice 
is indispensible and will be strictly confidential. What he ad- 
vises will be solid with number one, two, three, and four. If he 
cannot do it satisfactorily answer by telegraph and I will see 
number two, and endeavour to get instructions sent him. 
The convention should not be adjourned until perfect un- 
derstanding has been arrived at. Telegraph frequently and 
Keep us posted. 

John W. Young.” 

Also[:] 

“New York, [July] 2, 1887, 

To James Jack, 

Not one word from Byron Groo last night, he must send 
daily by six oclock. Will send C[harles] W Nibley or some- 
one for dispatch until they are sent: they are undoubtedly 
supprised at Salt Lake City. Send good report [of] celebra- 
tion [on] Fourth. 

John W. Young.” 

Also]:] 

“Salt Lake, July 4, 1887, 

To John W Young, 

57 Broadway New York. 

Letter of first to you will explain reason of dispatch of first. 
Before receiving reply we telegraph you five thousand 
through [James] Flart. 

James Jack.” 
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“Salt Lake, July 5, 1887, 

To John W Young, 

N.Y., 

Draw on Hart five thousand, telegraphed today. 

James Jack.” 

Also[:] 

“Salt Lake, July 6, 1887, 

To John W. Young, 

57 Broadway, New York, 

Number five quite free with F[ranklin] S. Richards. Has of- 
fered advice on convention matters. Very good feeling. John 
T. Caine and others have been to see him. Has been to 
Penitentiary] with James Jack. Will start away Thursday. 
The Utah Commission will not aid as requested by Commit- 
tee. Convention making arrangements conditioned on offi- 
cials refusjal] or neglect. Amendments startle parties on 
both sides. 

James Jack.” 

/ July 9, 1887; Saturday] Prest Taylor spent a very restless night. He is 
no better this morning, seems weaker. He took very little drink dur- 
ing the night and keeps his bed most of the time. About 2 o. clock 
p.m. he walked from his room, in his night-shirt, and through into 
the room we use as our office. Prest Cannon provided a chair for him 
to sit down, but he merely referred to the papers we had before us 
and passed through, thence through to the hall, back to his room and 
to bed. He did not appear to have any object in doing this. 

Bro [Thomas F.] Roueche returned this morning with our mail. 

A letter was received from Elder Seymour B. Young, City, July 
8th, giving an account of our interview he had had with Mr. [Richard] 
Hill, the leader of the Hedrickites, and who own the Temple Block at 
Independence, Missouri. He also gives a rough sketch of the 
ground. His letter was answered. 

34 In 1851 Granville Hedrick and Daniel Judy, previously ordained elders in the 
LDS Church, garnered a number of converts. Deeming Joseph Smith a fallen prophet 
during the latter part of his life, the Hedrickites, as they became known, rejected many 
of the distinctive doctrines of what they called the Utah church. The small group lo- 
cated to Jackson County, Missouri, in 1864 and soon bought a small portion of the 
tract of land which was originally known as the temple block. Of the original sixty-three 
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A letter was received form Prest Geo. Teasdale at Liverpool 
[England], June 24th, reporting affairs in the British Mission. 

A letter was received from Bro James H. Hart, Emigration Agent 
at New York, July 1 st, reporting his labors and asking counsel. His let- 
ter was answered. 

A letter was reed from Bro LeGrand Young, City, July 8th, ac- 
companying a certificate for Signature of Prest Taylor & L John 
Nuttall as Prest & secretary of Zion’s Saving’s Bank & Trust Com- 
pany authorizing B[ernhard] H. Schettler as Asst Cashier to sign re- 
leases of mortgages &c. This was signed by Bro. Nuttall and returned 
to Bro. LeGrand Young with a note. 

Prest Geo. Q. Cannon signed a number of recommends to the 
Temples and was engaged in writing for the Juvenile Instructor and 
in reading. 

The following telegram was receivedf:] 

“Salt Lake, July 8, 1887, 

To John W. Young, 

57 Broadway, New York, 

Nothing in A Salt Lake* Tribune. Prudent answer in Deseret 
News. Convention arranged to adjourn before your dispatch 
received, dated seventh. Delegates to Congress present [at] 
Constitution E[dwin] G. Woolley, Ffranklin] S. Richards, 
[and] Wfilliam] W. Riter with Delegate to Congress. It is the 
opinion of convention, polygamists should not be appointed 
for that purpose. 35 

James Jack.” 

A letter was received from Elder George Teasdale, at Liverpool, 
July 9/87, giving information in regard to the British Mission. 

acres acquired for Joseph Smith by Edward Partridge in 1831, the Hedrickites pur- 
chased only about three acres. 

35 Church leaders realized they could not simply amend the previously proposed 
state constitution, which had emerged from an 1882 convention of elected delegates. 
George Q. Cannon wrote to John W. Young two months prior to the 1887 convention: 
“The leading men in [the previous convention] were polygamists and are absent [on 
the underground]. It has appeared that to use [the previous document] might give our 
enemies an opportunity to throw ridicule upon the movement ... The question appears 
to be, in the event of not using the old convention, how can one be formed? Perhaps 
mass meetings might be called by the principal men in the various settlements and del- 
egates be elected, and the convention appear as the result of a spontaneous movement 
on the part of the public” (Cannon to Young, May 20, 1887, qtd. in Taylor and Taylor, 
eds .,John Taylor Papers, 2:496). 
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[ July 10, 1887; Sunday] President Taylor spent a very restless night. 
He is much more feeble this morning. He appears to be failing, quite 
a decided change for the worse. 

President Cannon in contemplating the President’s condition, 
and in conversation with Elder Nuttall, it was decided that some of 
the President wives and sons should come out and see him. The Pres- 
ident has persistently refused to have any of them come, as he did not 
wish them to think or to know that he is sick so as to cause them anxi- 
ety. But in consideration of his present condition and realizing that 
his family should not be longer kept in ignorance of his true condi- 
tion and if his wives wished to come out they should have the oppor- 
tunity of doing so. 

Bro. Samuel Bateman was instructed to prepare a team and car- 
riage and this evening to go to the City and after finding Bro Geo. J. 
Taylor and John W. Taylor, if he is yet at the City, inform them of 
their fathers condition and failing health, and that they communi- 
cate the same to the Presidents wives, after which if any of them wish 
to come out he can bring them to our quarters. The President had a 
sinking spell this afternoon but he revived from it again. 

[July 11, 1887; Monday] Brother Sfamuelj Bateman returned this 
morning at 3 50 oclock and brought out Sisters Mary O and Maggie 
Y. Taylor & Bros George J & Thos. E. Taylor. 

Prest Cannon & Elder Nuttall arose from their beds to meet 
them and accompany them to the President’s room. The President 
was very weak and it was with difficulty that he recognized his wives 
and sons; but after awhile he appeared to be cognizant of their pres- 
ence, yet could not converse with them as he cannot say but a few 
words at a time. 

Prest Cannon & Elder Nuttall explained to these sisters and 
brethren, his symptoms and condition for some time past, and they 
seemed pleased that they had been thus priviliged to come and see 
him, afterwhich they took some rest.... 

A letter was written to Bro D[aniel] H. Wells informing him of 
Prest Taylor’s failing health. 

A letter was written to Prest Geo. Teasdale at Liverpool, Eng- 
land, informing him of Prest Taylor’s condition. 

A letter was written to Elder John W. Young at New York ex- 
plaining to him Prest Taylor’s condition, and referring to a proposi- 
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tion which had been made for his liberty 8cc. This letter was signed by 
Prest Geo. Q. Cannon.... 

Prest Taylor’s wives spent most of the day with him, but he was 
not able to converse with them and only occasionally recognized 
them. About 7 o. clock he seemed to have a sinking spell, but rallied 
again. He has no pain but [is] gradually growing weaker, as he takes 
no food. 

As the Sisters Taylor could not do anything more for the Presi- 
dent than was being done for him, and the want of accommodation, 
they concluded it would be better for them to return to the City this 
evening. Brother James Malin made preparations to take them and 
Bros Geo J. & Thos E. Taylor. 

Prest Cannon engaged in conversation and in dictating answers 
to letters. 

I have been feeling tolerably well today, but rather tired as I 
wrote most of the letters and conversed with the folks. I had a bath in 
the Lake this even[in]g and sat up with the President until f 145 p.m. 

The Brothers and Sisters Taylor left this evening at 8.45 with 
Bro. James Malin for the City, Bro. Geo. J. feeling quite hopeful for 
his fathers recovery. 

Prest Geo. Q. Cannon, accompanied by Bro T[homas] F. Rou- 
eche and Bro Sfamuel] Bateman, drove to the residence of Bro. Jo- 
seph Barton for the purpose of Prest Cannon having an interview 
with Prest Wm R. Smith and counselors, John W Hess and Anson 
Call. They met and conversed on the matters of the State Constitu- 
tion and the necessary counsel to be given to the Saints in Davis 
County. They returned at 1130 p.m. 

At 10 o. clock Elder John W. Taylor arrived, he having come 
from the City this evening. His father merely recognized him when 
he [John W.] spoke to him, could not converse. 

[July 12, 1887; Tuesday] Prest Taylor spent a very restless night after 
12 oclock. He is much weaker this morning. On being asked How he 
fee[l]s, he answers, “pretty well.” His body and legs are much swol- 
len, yet his strength is surprising. Until yesterday he was able to get in 
and out of bed without much assistance. 

Elder John W. Taylor had some conversation with Prest Cannon 
pertaining to his mission to visit some of the Southern Stakes, upon 
which he had started; but returned on hearing of his father’s condi- 

206 


IkA 


He Breathed His Last 


tion. It was decided that he go on this mission. He therefore left with 
his horse & cart at 10 oclock this morning. 

Prest Cannon signed several recommends to the Temples. 

A letter was received from Elder Erastus Snow, at Juarez, Mex- 
ico, June 30/87, enclosing copy of a portion of the Colonization laws 
of Mexico, also the commercial code. A letter was written to him, in- 
forming him of Prest Taylors condition. 

A letter was reed from Elder B[righam] Young [Jr.], FJrancis] M. 
Eyman & J[ohn] 1 1[ enry] Smith at Snowflake [Arizona], July 6th, and 
a letter was sent to them in regard to Prest Taylor’s failing health. 

A letter was reed from Bro Wm M. Palmer at Council Bluffs 
[Iowa], July 9th 1887, reporting his labors in the North Western 
States Mission, and asking for $42.00 to defray his expenses home. 
This was granted, his letter was answered and Bro James Jack in- 
structed to forward him the $42.00 as asked for. 

A letter was reed from Brother Henry Tuckett, City, July 5, in re- 
gard to his family affairs and asking counsel. His letter was answered. 

The following telegram was received: 

“New York, 9th 1887, 

To James Jack, 

In suggesting polygamic representation with delegation I ad- 
vised advisedly. Non polygamy influence alone could not 
have progressed thus far towards favorable and honorable 
settlement; nor can that influence alone in future preserve 
sacredly the principle which it has hitherto practically ig- 
nored. The Convention in my opinion had made serious 
mistake which should be remedied. 

John W. Young.” ... 

Bro James Malin arrived about 12 oclock and brought out our 
letters and papers. Sisters Mary O. and Maggie Y. Taylor accompa- 
nied him. 

We learn that it is the intention of Bro RJichard] J Taylor and his 
sister and others of the Presidents family to come out on the train to- 
morrow afternoon and bring Dr [William F.] Anderson with them to 
see the President. This we think is very unwise. 

July 13, 1887; Wednesday] Prest Taylor spent a very restless night, 
most of the time in his chair. He had another of those sinking spells 
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but rallied again. At times he has some pain. His wives have spent 
most of the day with him. Dr [William F.] Anderson came out on the 
train. Bro S[amuel] Bateman met him at Kays Creek and brought 
him to our quarters at 5.30 oclock. He made an examination of Prest 
Taylor and noticed the great change in him since his last visit. He says 
he cannot give him any permanent relief. He and Prest Cannon con- 
versed, the latter explaining the President's condition for the past 2 
or 3 months and particularly the past 2 weeks. 

A letter was written to Bro George J Taylor informing him of Bro 
[Thomas F.] Roueches views in regard to members of the Presidents 
family coming out, and it was sent in this mornings train.... 

A note was sent to Bro James Jack requesting that no such word 
be sent by telegraph by any person, as that contained in the latter 
part of the following telegram sent to Elder John W. Young, viz: 

“Salt Lake City, July 13/87, 

To John W Young, 

57 Broadway, New York, 

Liberal party gained five at School elections [in] Salt Lake 
City Monday. They have majority of the votes in several dis- 
tricts but they only have five precincts represented at their 
County Convention Tuesday. 36 Commissioners [Ambrose. 
B.] Carlton, [John A.] McClernand doing fairly. Com[mis- 
sioner] Williams is not by any means. He acts with [G.P] 
Godfrey and [Arthur?] Thomas. President Taylor very low, 
very weak— Serious. 

C[harles] W. Penrose.” 

We are informed that Bro H[iram] B. Clawson is coming out to 
the halfway house (Bro J[ohn] W. Woolleys) this evening.... 

Elders Nuttall, [Samuel] Bateman, [James] Malin & [Charles] 
Barrell are in constant attendance or within call, to attend to the 
President, to lift or assist him in and out of bed, and attend to his 
wants. 

[July 14, 1887; Thursday / Prest T aylor spent a poor night. He does not 
seem much different this morning, only weaker. 


36 Non-Mormons and dissident Mormons formed the Liberal Party in 1870 in 
the gentile community of Corrine, Utah, in opposition to the People's Party organized 
by the LDS church. 
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Dr [William F.] Anderson spoke last evening of administering 
Hyperdemic injections of Digitalis, which he said would only give 
him temporary relief in the action of the heart. 

The Sisters Taylor and Prest Cannon did not favor this, as the 
President had so opposed anything of the kind being done for him 
while he was able to speak for himself. The Doctor this morning, af- 
ter examining the President, said he might live a week or ten days or 
he might drop off to-day or at any time. 

Brother [Hiram B.] Clawson had an interview with President 
Cannon and the Doctor & Bro. Clawson left with Bro. S[amuel] Bate- 
man to drive to Farmington to take the morning train for the City. 

The President has rested easier in his chair today. Has had no 
pain. Takes a little drink of beer & wine occasionally. He appears un- 
conscious most of the time. His wives spend most of their time in his 
room. 

/July 15, 1887; Friday] The President seems to have some pain at 
times. He appears quite natural but weak. Not much apparent 
change. 

Our mail came up on the train this morning. 

Prest Cannon signed several recommends. 

The monthly statement of the Liverpool [England] Office for 
May 1887 was received, showing Revenues £131.9. 11 W, Expendi- 
tures £86. 15. 41/2, Difference £44.14.7. 

A letter was received from Sister Polly Judd of Nephi represent- 
ing her family troubles and asking for a divorce from her husband 
Arthur Judd. This letter was referred to Bishop David Udall & Coun- 
selors of Nephi for their action thereon. 

A letter was reed from Brother Theodore Curtis, City, July 14, 
asking for his 2nd Anointings. His letter was answered. 

The following telegram was received from Brojohn W Young. 

“New York, 13, 1887, 

To James Jack, 

C[harles] W. Penrose’s letter received. Friends advise us 
[to] vote before judges of [the] election, not [to] use special 
boxes. Have our notary at all voting places with printed 
forms [for] affidavits ready. Every voter affirm he voted le- 
gally at that regular election, and afterwards voted before 
[the] same judges of election, naming them ‘on constitu- 
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tion,’ then gave [a] copy of ballot. Endorse it. They adopt 
this method [in the] east [in] close[d] elections and it is rec- 
ognized [as being] regular. It should be thoroughly done 
[by] August first. [I] suggest nothing on twenty fourth, if 
anything very small. 

John W. Young.” 

A check was received from the First National Bank, Ogden, for 
Dividend No 9 for $150.00 on Shares of Stock in the name of John 
Taylor. This was sent with a letter to Brother James Jack. 

Brest Cannon called in Brothers [Thomas F.] Roueche, Nuttall, 
[Samuel] Bateman and [James] Malin and stated his feelings and 
wishes in consequence of the many rumors as to the President’s 
health [and] to have a suitable guard on the approaches to our place 
of refuge during the day time, as well as the standing guard which 
have been on duty in the night time for some months past in the set- 
tlement; and Brother Roueche was requested to make a selection of 
suitable men who can be trusted for this purpose, and who shall be 
paid a reasonable compensation for their time. This was approved of 
and Brother Roueche started to attend to it without delay. He re- 
turned at 330 p.m. and reported that he had arranged with Bros 
James L. Taylor, Edward Ogden, andjames Rushton of Kaysville and 
given the charge of the guard to Bro. Jas. E. Taylor; also with Bro. 
Thomas Abott of Farmington, who will engage his own help and re- 
port. This report was accepted. 

Prest Cannon received a letter from Bro. George J. Taylor ex- 
pressing the wishes of some of the members of the President’s family 
that Dr S[eymour] B. Young shall come out and attend to the Presi- 
dent as Doctor and Nurse. He answered this letter. 

July 16, 1887; Saturday] Prest Taylor had a restless night. It is with 
difficulty that he lays in bed. He has been troubled somewhat with a 
looseness in his bowels. 

Brother [Thomas I 7 .] Roueche returned this morning on the 
train and brought out our mail and clean clothes.... 

A letter was rec[e]ived from Bro B[enjamin] F. Johnson, at 
Tempe, Arizona, in which he reports the affairs of the Maricopa 
Stake, and suggests that the Presidency be reorganized. His letter 
was answered. 

Prest Cannon deemed it necessary that he should go to the City 



210 


“He Breathed His Last 


this morning as there are several matters which need attention. He 
arranged with Bros. Roueche and Jos. Barton to take him in with our 
large wagon, and he expects to return this evening. 

Prest Cannon took in the letters which arrived this morning, so 
that if he has time he will dictate the answers to them. He started 
about 11 oclock for the City.... 

I have not felt very well today. 

The President, if any change, has appeared better to-day, more 
like himself, but yet very weak. 

Prest Cannon & Bros. Roueche & Barton returned about 7.30 
oclock, he having attended to the business for which he went in and 
fell satisfied with his labors. 

/ July 1 7, 1887; Sunday] Prest Taylor was very restless during the latter 
part of the night. After taking 3 ' his bath this morning he seemed to 
brighten up and continued so all day. He spoke more plainly and an- 
swered questions very distinctly. He is, however, quite weak. Bro 
Nuttall asked him this evening how he felt. He answered, “pretty 
well.” This has been his usual answer for some time past. 

[ July 18, 1887; Monday] The President had a bad night. 

We have no mail matter this morning. 

At 3 10 p.m. President Joseph F. Smith, accompanied by Broth- 
ers Albert Davis and John W. Woolley, drove up to our quarters, he 
having just arrived from the Sandwich Islands, and he having been 
met by these brethren under an arrangement gotten up by Prest 
Geo. Q. Cannon. 38 


3 ? The word “taking” is written over “bathing”. 

38 After Taylor’s death, some members of the Twelve would charge Cannon with 
keepingjoseph F. Smith in Hawaii so he would not have to share power. Cannon’s 
own response is instructive: “I have for weeks and months desired his [Smith’s] pres- 
ence; for I felt that in the condition that President Taylor was he should be with us. I 
have had to bear the whole burden and, it may be said, responsibility of the affairs 
resting upon the First Presidency for months. President Taylor’s health has not been 
good since last January, and much of the time it has been apparent to me that if deci- 
sions were reached and action taken in certain directions, I must assume the responsi- 
bility, and have done so, though there are many things that I have not been able to do 
which I would [have] liked to have done. President Taylor has been unwilling to have 
them done, and, of course, I have felt restrained by his wishes or feelings. Yet if there 
had been two counselors with him it might have been different” (Cannon, Diary, July 
18, 1887, qtd. in Davis Bitton, George Q. Cannon: A Biography [Salt Lake City: Deseret 
Book Co., 1999], 287-88). 
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After greeting these brethren Prests Cannon and Smith went 
into the President’s room and were with him and they alone. 

When President Cannon told President Taylor of Brother Jo- 
seph F’s arrival and presence, and that now the First Presidency are 
again’ together for the First time since December 1884, President 
Taylor said, though scarcely conscious, “I feel to thank the Lord.” Fie 
appeared to recognize Prest Smith. 

After remaining for a short time Brothers Davis and Woolley 
also went in to see the President, he scarcely recognized them. 

President Smith is looking quite well in his health and he says he 
fells well. 

Presidents Cannon & Smith, after the brethren had partaken of 
food, sat and conversed together for an hour or so. 

Prest Cannon called all the brethren together at 6.30 Oclock to 
consider the situation and our crowded condition at Bro [Thomas 
F.] Roueches with our late additions and he proposed that for the 
present himself, Prest Smith and Elder Nuttall would move our of- 
fice and effects to Bro. Smiths residence which is near by. This was 
satisfactory to Brother Roueche and he said he would see Bro Smith 
and learn if the proper arrangements can be made. There were pres- 
ent at this meeting Prests Cannon & Smith, Bros Nuttall, [Samuel] 
Bateman, Albert Davis, J[ohn] W Woolley & T[homas] F. Roueche. 

Prest Smith proposed to stay with us for the present, whereupon 
it was decided that Bros Albert Davis & John W Woolley continue on 
South home tonight. These brethren left at 7 O. clock. 

Letters were written to Prest W[ilford] Woodruff, Elders Lforen- 
zo] Snow, E[rastus] Snow, B[righam] Young [Jr.], A M[oses] Thatch- 
er, A F[rancis] M. Lyman & J[ohn] FI[enry] Smith, D[aniel] H. Wells & 
J[ohn] W. Young, informing them of President Taylor’s condition 
and of the arrival of Prest Smith. 

[ July 19, 1887; Tuesday] Prest Taylor is not any better this morning. 
He does not seem to comprehend what is going on around him. His 
mind is quite unsettled most of the time. 40 

39 The word “again” is repeated twice. 

40 Samuel Bateman mentioned the president’s mental state: “[Taylor] was both- 
ered in his mind a good deal as he has been for several days” (Bateman, Diary, July 18, 
1887, L. Tom Perry Special Collections, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young Uni- 
versity, Provo, Utah). 
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Our letters came out on the train. 

Prest Cannon signed several recommends to the Temples. 

A letter was received from Elder Brigham Young [Jr.] at Snow- 
flake, Arizona, reporting his labors and his contemplated visit to the 
San Juan Stake.... 

A letter was reed from Bro John W. Hess at Washakie Indian 
farm, July 15/87, asking for an appropriation in aid of the missionar- 
ies at that place of $70000. A letter of inquiry was sent to James Jack 
as to the time of the last appropriation for this purpose.... 

Prest Cannon received a letter from his son Abraham H Cannon 
who has recently made a visit to Uintah and Emery Stakes on Political 
matters, which was assigned to him. He also encloses some papers 
pertaining to affairs in Emery Stake wherin it appears there is much 
division among the people; and he suggests that some action be 
taken immediately to have matters put right. 

A letter was written to Elder Ffranklin] D. Richards enclosing 
these papers and requesting him and Elder John W. Taylor to make a 
visit to that stake and meet with the people and endeavour to heal all 
differences, correct all wrongs, unite the people and give such coun- 
sel or rebukes as the circumstances may require or the Spirit dictate. 

/ July 20 \ 1887; Wednesday] YvestTvcyXov was very restless all night, and 
this morning appears quite exhausted. His legs & feet are much swol- 
len. He drank but very little during the night.... 

A letter was received from BrosJ[ohn] R. Winder & Ffranklin] S. 
Richards of July 19th in regard to the nominations for Summit 
County &c. Their letter was answered and sent in on the morning 
train. 

A letter was received from 41 Bp David Udall 8c Counselors at 
Nephi, July 19th, recommending that a Divorce be granted in the 
case of Arthur Judd and Polly Judd of Nephi. A divorce was granted 
and their letter was answered. 

A letter was reed from Brother Morgan Richards of Parowan, 
July 1 5/87, in regard to the young people proposing to erect a monu- 
ment to the memory of the late Elder Edward M Dalton murdered at 
Parowan by U.S. Deputy Wm Thompson, and asking counsel. 4 ' His 
letter was answered.... 


41 The words “received from” are written over some illegible words. 

42 Thompson shot Dalton on December 16, 1886, apparently because he believed 
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A letter was received from Allan Morton of Pleasant Grove, May 
29th, in regard to his case, he having been cut off from the Church in 
Wasatch Stake some time since. A letter was written to Bp John 
Brown of Pleasant Grove asking for information in regard to Mr 
Morton.... 

The letter of Bro John W. Hess reed Yesterday was called up and 
considered and an appropriation of $70000 in aid of the missionar- 
ies at Washakie Indian farm was made. His letter was answered & Bro 
JamesJack was instructed to enclose the proper order on the Ogden 
Branch of Z.C.M.I. in favor of Bp Ifsaac] E D Zundel & to charge to 
Washakie Indian farm a[ccount]. 

A letter was received from Bro Charles B. Felt and his wife 
Georgiana Felt, City, July 1st, representing their case and desires to 
be baptized and confirmed members of the church again, they having 
been cut off some two years ago. There letter was referred to Prest 
A[ngus] M Cannon & Counsel and the High Council of Salt Lake 
Stake for their action. A letter was also written to C. B. Felt and wife.... 

A letter was reed from Elder John W. Young at New York, July 
11/87, expressing his views on the present situation of affairs and 
making some suggestions. 

A letter was reed from Bro F[zra] G. Williams of Ogden, asking 
for 2nd anointings for himself and wives, living & dead, [and] a letter 
was written to Prest Shurtleff & counselors asking for information as 
to this Brother.... 

It was decided that Prest Cannon & Smith go to the City tomor- 
row morning to attend to some pressing business.... 

The President has been very feeble today, does not recognize 
anybody, has no pain. Gradually sinking. In being moved from the 
bed to his chair & back he has to be lifted, he not helping himself. 

[July 21, 1887; Thursday] The President had a quieter night, [but] his 
strength is failing him. 

Prests Cannon & Smith, accompanied by Bros T[homas] F. 
Roueche & Joseph Barton, started at 5 a.m. for the City.... 

Prest Taylor has been very quiet to-day, spent most of the time in 

Dalton was dodging arrest. See Jean Bickmore White, ed., Church, State, and Politics: 

The Diaries of John Henry Smith (Salt Lake City: Signature Books and Smith Research 
Associates, 1990), 160; Fae Decker Dix, “Unwilling Martyr: The Death of Young Ed 
Dalton,” Utah Historical Quarterly 41 (Spring 1973): 162-77. 
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his chair. When he lays down he is more restless and moans a good 
deal.... 

At 7 30 p.m. Prests Cannon & Smith and Bros Roueche & Barton 
returned from the City. 

We learn by telegram to the Deseret News that Brother Zebedee 
Coltrin died at Spanish Fork this morning. 

On payment to-day by the B[ullion] B[eck] & C[hampion] Min- 
ing] Co tojamesjack, chief clerk of the Trustee-in-Trust, of $17,000.00, 
being the balance due, the note of John Taylor and George Q. Can- 
non, given Oct 8, 1883, for $25,000.00 to the Trustee-in-Trust, was 
duly endorsed, and mortgage on President Taylor’s mill, given the 
same date to secure the payment of said note, were surrendered, 
[page blank] 

July 22, 1887; Friday] Prest Taylor was quite uneasy most of the 
night, and this morning moans a good deal while laying down. He is 
gradually failing. He appears to be troubled with retention of the 
urine. Arrangements were made for his relief. 

July 23, 1887; Saturday] Prest Taylor had a very bad night, appeared 
to have some pain. His tongue is swelled & he has some cankerfs] in 
his mouth. He has not voided any water for 25 or 30 hours. A cathe- 
ter came out this morn[in]g, which on being used have [given] him 
much relief, but he soon commenced moaning again. He is declin- 
ing, merely sips a little brandy & water at intervals.... 

A letter was received from Bro. C[harles] O. Card at Lee’s Creek, 
Alberta, N[orth] W[est] Territories], June 8/87, giving an account 
of the labors of himself & brethren up to that time. 

A letter was reed from Bp. Chas Adams of Parowan, July 19/87, 
asking in regard to the appointment of a Counselor in place of one of 
his counselors [who had been] removed. Also referring to the erec- 
tion of their new Social Hall, and asking an appropriation of labor 
tithing— $300.00 or $500.00 to be expended thereon. 

A note was received from Brojohn R Winder stating that Bro. 
Adam Spurs [Speers?] had been selected as counselor for the 4th Dis- 
trict to the Legislature. 

The following telegram was received from Brojohn WYoung[:] 

“New York, July 22/87, 

Tojamesjack, 
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Our understanding here reaches [a] political fountain head, 
[and] through those sources [we already have in place], all 
party men can be reached, if at all, [and] any side arrange- 
ments will be useful provided they are in harmony with our 
friends, this is absolutely necessary. All New York papers we 
wish are being worked as fast as prudent, with what I have to 
do with. There is a bell [courier] here. All arrangements 
should be tested as to harmony before closing, and then con- 
tingent on their success. Without further information I can- 
not answer more intelligently. I advise greatest caution. Do 
not give our friends away. How is President Taylor. Kindest 
regards. 

John W. Young.” 

Prests Cannon and Smith having learned that the Saints at 
Provo, Nephi, and Tooele are preparing to celebrate the 24th ofjuly, 
they deemed it proper to send the following telegram to H[arvey] H. 
Cluff, Provo. 

“Salt Lake City, July 23/87, 

H[arvey] H. Cluff, Provo, 

The precarious condition of President Taylor’s health, sug- 
gests to us that elaborate festivities and rejoicings are not 
what the Saints should indulge in on the approaching 24th as 
they would be in appropriate under the circumstances. 

Geo. Q. Cannon. 

Jos. F. Smith.” 

A note was sent to Bros. Geo. Reynolds and James Jack to have a 
similar notice sent to Nephi and Tooele and any other places where it 
is the intention to celebrate the 24th. Also to have notice put in the 
Deseret News.... 

The President had a sinking spell about 12 oclock, but soon ral- 
lied again. He is very feeble. He has not opened his eyes since last 
Wednesday, and then only partially open. He has not spoken since 
Thursday evening and then in a Kind of rambling way, he then re- 
peated the words “To remember” several times. 

I July 24, 1887; Sunday] This is the 40th anniversary of the entrance of 
the Pioneers into the Salt Lake Valley, and which day President Tay- 
lor has lived to see although in his weak and feeble condition. 
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The President is much weaker this morning. 

At the request of Sisters Taylor, President Cannon called A all A 
the brethren A and Sisters A together and explained the wishes of the 
Sisters’ Taylor to 43 the effect that the President be administered to. 

The brethren and Sisters all united with Prest Joseph F. Smith, 
who was mouth, in prayer. Afterwhich, Prest Smith anointed Prest 
Taylor with oil and Prests Cannon & Smith, Elders Nuttall, [Samuel] 
Bateman, [James] Malin, [Thomas F.] Roueche and [Charles] Barrell 
administered to the President, and dedicating him to the Lord either 
to live, or to go hence as the Lord Willed, Prest Geo Q Cannon being 
mouth.... 

In consequence of the feebleness of Prest Taylor and the diffi- 
culty of moving him, it was decided to prop him up in bed, to rest 
him, instead of setting him in his chair. It is with difficulty that he 
swallows even a spoonful of drink. He tried to open his eyes but 
could not. 

I spent considerable of the day in the Presidents room fanning 
him and changing him. I am feeling better in my health for which I 
am very thankful, f rode out about 10 miles this evening with Bro 
Malin and the Sisters Taylor & Roueche. 

[ July 25, 1887; Monday] The President is veiy low this morning. He 
spent a very restless night. His body and limbs are quite warm, his 
breathing is more difficult and labored. 

About 12 nt. we noticed several purple spots on his arm and 
body about the size of half a dollar. It appears that his dissolution is 
quite near. He lays in a kind of comatose stale breathing heavily. 

Letters were written to Bp. Chas Adams of Parowan, F[rancis] A. 
Hammond at Sanjuan, H[iram] B. Clawson, City, Mr Richard Hill of 
Independence, Jackson Co., Missouri, enclosing $50.00 to assist in 
building a new Meeting House for himself & people on what is 
known as the Temple Block at Independence, Jackson Co., Mo. 
A Recd A [notice] from Cfharles] W. Stayner at Wilmi[n]gton, Dela- 
ware, in relation to Prestjohn Taylor’s lots at Florence, Nebraska. 

Prests Geo. Q. Cannon & Jos F. Smith considered the case of Ap- 
peal of John R. Fritwell vs. Bp Chas Adams of Parowan, and decided 
that the decision of the High Council be sustained. 


43 The word “to” is written over “the”. 


Presidentjohn Taylor failed all afternoon until five minutes to 8 
O. clock p.m. when he breathed his last, passing away without a pang 
or movement of a limb. 

His bed was surrounded by his wives Mary O. and Maggie Y. 
Taylor, Presidents Geo. Q Cannon and Joseph F. Smith, Elders L. 
John Nuttall, Samuel Bateman, James Malin, H. C[harles] Barrell, 
Thos F. Roueche and wife, and daughter Josephine, and sister Eliza- 
beth Bailey, all of whom were with the President during his last mo- 
ments. 

Thus passed away one of God’s Noblem[e]n, driven into exile by 
the actions of Federal officials and hunted by them for two years and 
a half, during which time he faithfully stood to his post and per- 
formed the labors of his High and Holy calling, and A he A never 
shrank from the position to which he was called. The close confine- 
ment and inactivity of his body, no doubt, was the cause of his failure 
in health. 

He left his home and family associations on Feb 1, 1885, being 
persecuted for no other crime than acknowledging, maintaining, 
and supporting his wives, given to him of the Lord. He never entered 
either one of his homes after the last date named, so bitter was the 
persecution of the enemy against him. 

He is now beyond their power and his spirit will have a happy 
and joyous meeting with his brethren the Prophetsjoseph [Smith] 8c 
Brigham [Young] & those who have gone before including his be- 
loved wives. 

Arrangements were made by telephone for Sexton Joseph E. 
Taylor to come out as soon as possible to take care of the body. 

Brothers Bateman, Barrell, and Roueche washed and properly 
cared for the body, and ice having been procured, it was applied for 
the purpose of cooling it. 

Arrangements were made for our party to break up our present 
quarters until further arrangements can be made for our safety. Our 
affairs were all packed up. 

Sexton Joseph E. Taylor accompanied by Bro Chas. H. Wilcken 
arrived at about 2 o. clock a.m. Brother Taylor decided that the body 
could not be moved until to-morrow night. His refrigerator was on 
the way coming. 

It was then decided that Presidents Cannon and Smith go to the 
City forthwith to see to the proper announcement of the death of 
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President Taylor to the Saints, and to attend to such other matters 
pertaining to the funeral &c. as may be necessary. 

It was decided that a special Car on the Utah Central Railway 
come out for the body on Tuesday night and suitable arrangements 
will be made to this effect. 

Prests Cannon & Smith accompanied by Bro C[harles] H. Wilck- 
en started for the City at 315 a.m. Elder Nuttall accompanied by Bro 
T[homas] F. Roueche started for Riverdale, near Ogden, at 3.M a.m. 
brothers Bateman, Malin and Barrell remained to pack up the bal- 
ance of our effects and see to their transportation. 

Bro. SJamuel] R. Bateman arrived with Sexton Taylor’s refriger- 
ator, also a vehicle to haul our effects at 4 a.m. The Sisters Taylor by 
request purposed to remain until tonight (Tuesday) so that no suspi- 
cion of the whereabouts of the President may be had. 

[ July 26, 1887; Tuesday] Prests Cannon & Smith prepared an an- 
nouncement of the death of President John Taylor, which was pub- 
lished in the “Deseret News” this evening. 

This evening Bro. James Malin took one of our teams and drove 
to the City taking the Sisters Taylor. 

Bro. S[amuel] R. Bateman’s vehicle was loaded up with our ef- 
fects and he with Bro [Charles] Barrell started for the city. 

Bro Samuel Bateman took our double team and some of the lug- 
gage to the city. Before he left he assisted in carrying out the body so 
as to have it ready to take to the train. 

At 12 O. clock Sexton ]os E Taylor, Bros [Thomas F.] Roueche, 
Joseph Barton & Wm Roueche loaded up the body and proceeded to 
the place appointed and there met the train, where the body was 
properly taken care of, Sexton Taylor accompanying, Bro. C[harles] 
H. Wilcken and two or three brethren also being along; and taken to 
the city to the Gardo House. 

I spent the day with Sophia and her children, and wrote to Bro 
S[amuel] Bateman & John A E A Rouech & Bp Wm E. Bassett to ar- 
range for my getting to the city. I also wrote to G[eorge] A. Shumway 
to telegraph for my wife Elizabeth to come up from Provo to the City. 

It was decided that the Presidents funeral take place at noon on 
Friday. Telegrams were sent to the Priesthood and Saints through- 
out the Stakes of Zion, also to Prest Geo Teasdale, Liverpool [Eng- 
land], to Elders Lforenzo] Snow, FJrastus] Snow, M[oses] Thatcher, 


D[aniel] H. Wells, J[ohn] W. Young & others regarding the death of 
Prest John Taylor. 44 Telegrams were also sent to all offices in the 
Des[eret] Telgraph line announcing the time of the funeral. A com- 
mittee [was formed to decide] on [the] procession on the occasion of 
the funeral. 

/ July 27, 1887; Wednesday] I spent the day at Riverdale at Sister 
Strattons with my wife Sophia & her children, until 8 oclock p.m.... 
Arrangements were made at the office for the Funeral. 

] July 28, 1887; Thursday] I find that Prests Cannon & Smith had left 
the City last night, so I made myself as comfortable as possible. My 
wife Elizabeth and son Wilford came up on this evenings train from 
Provo.... 

Arrangements were made at the office for the arrival of Prest 
Wilford Woodruff from the south. He arrived this morning & spent 
the day at the office. 

[July 29, 1887; Friday] I went to the Presidents office at 5 a.rn. and 
there met Presidents Cannon & Smith & Prest W[ilford] Woodruff 
whom I was very much pleased to see once again, he having been 
away in the South so long. 4r> These brethren had only arrived a few 
minutes before I did. They retired to take some rest & get some sleep. 
Bro. George Reynolds also came and remained with us. 

At 15 minutes to 7 a.m. (he remains of Prest Taylor were borne 
to the large Tabernacle by his sons who alternated in carrying the 
casket. 

At 8 a.m. Bro John R. Winder called and submitted the pro- 
grame of the days proceedings for the purpose of having it filled up 
complete and to be printed in a folder form. The names of the speak- 

44 The telegrams asserted that Taylor had passed away “from causes induced by 
the inhuman persecutions to which he has been subjected during the past two years 
and a hair (George Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith to the Priesthood and Saints 
throughout the Stakes of Zion, July 26, 1887, Taylor Family Papers). 

45 As a result of federal prosecution, Woodruff had spent most of his time since 
early 1885 living in his wife Emma’s house on a farm outside Salt Lake City and in St. 
George, Utah, under the pseudonym Lewis Allen. When Woodruff received word of 
Taylor’s declining health, he made his way to Salt Lake City but learned of the presi- 
dent’s demise before arriving. See Thomas G. Alexander, Things in Heaven and Earth: 
The Life and Times of Wilford Woodruff a Mormon Prophet (Salt Lake City: Signature 
Books, 1991), 240-43. 
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ers and other matters were considered and decided upon. After 
breakfast Apostles L[orenzo] Snow, F[ranklin] D. Richards, M[oses] 
Thatcher & ff[eber] J. Grant came in and a general conversation was 
had until 10 a.m. Elder Djaniel] H. Wells came in, he having arrived 
for the purpose of attending President Taylor’s funeral. He greeted 
the brethren with an embrace and kiss and all were very much 
pleased to meet & see him, as he had been away so long in Great Brit- 
ain. Bro. Wells concluded that he would attend the services at the Ta- 
bernacle. We are informed that the features of Prest Taylor are very 
natural with a pleasing smile upon his countenance. We all saw the 
funeral procession pass the office. There were 1 Hearse, 7 Bands of 
Music and Band carri[a]ges, 43 carriages, 31 Buggies, 19 Wagons & 
one cart. Total vehicles 10 1. 4 ' 1 

[ July 30, 1887; Saturday] Bp. W[illiam] B. Preston called in to see me 
this afternoon and I spent a short time in a pleasant visit. Bro Frank 
Y. Taylor also called to see me about his fathers will as it was deemed 
proper to read it to the members of the family at a meeting this after- 
noon and before they separated to go to their homes. As this paper 
was in my satchel and put away with our other things in a vault, I 
could not get at it. I however had a good talk with him. 

[August3, 1887; Wednesday] We arrived at Salt Lake City at 3.30 a.m. I 
went to the Presidents office & laid down for a little sleep. This morn- 
ing the brethren of the Apostles met at the Presidents office at 10 
Oclock. Present W[ilford] Woodruff, Lforenzo] Snow, F[ranklin] D. 
Richards, Geo. Q. Cannon, Jos F Smith, M[oses] Thatcher, F[rancis] 
M. Lyman, J[ohn] Hfenry] Smith, H[eber] J. Grant &J[ohn] W. Tay- 
lor, counselor] D[aniel] H. Wells & myself. They continued in ses- 
sion until 6.25 p.m. only taking recess for lunch. In the evening a 
number of the brethren had a meeting till 8.45. Prestjos F Smith was 
quite unwell all day with a pain in his bowels. Myself & Bro Reynolds 
were in the back office in attendance when needed. 


46 The funeral was held at 12:00 noon in the Tabernacle. Only three apostles, 
Heber J. Grant, Franklin D. Richards, and Lorenzo Snow, felt safe enough to attend 
(Brian H. Stuy, comp., Collected Discourses [BHS Publishing, 1987], 1:40). The church 
would continue to be led more or less outside of public view (cf. entry for Oct. 6) by 
Wilford Woodruff, whom Nuttall refers to as “president” due to Woodruff s position 
as senior member of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. Woodruff would not be set 
apart as church president until April 1889. 


I 
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[August 4, 1887; Thursday ] The Apostles met at 10 a.m. Present as on 
yesterday except Bro. Jos. F Smith who is feeling quite unwell. 

A letter was written to Bp [William B.] Preston & counselors in- 
forming them that the council had appropriated $350.00 for the pur- 
pose of making a suitable vault of granite wherin the remains of the 
late Prest John Taylor may be safely and properly kept. 

A divorce was granted in the case of I[saac] E. D. Zundel & his 
wife Almira Hall Zundel of Washakie & a letter was sent to Bp V. [Oli- 
ver?] C. Hoskins with the proper blanks for the signature of the par- 
ties. 

The meeting of the apostles continued in session with a recess at 
1 p.m. for lunch until 6 p.m., when it adjourned until Friday 13th 
next at 10 a.m. 

Prests Woodruff and Cannon informed me that it was desired 
that I take my place at the office, and to attend to the business as I 
have been doing. If I desired they wished me to take an out some- 
where for a week or two for the benefit of my health. I said I would 
consider the matter as I was somewhat at a loss where to go. 

[August 5, 1887; Friday ] I was at my desk in the Presidents office today 
and attended to the business which came before Prest Woodruff. 

[August 6, 1887; Saturday ] At 5.30 p.m. I met with the Directors of the 
Des[eret] Tele Company. Prest W. Woodruff was appointed a Direc- 
tor to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of Prest J. Taylor. 

[August 8, 1887; Monday ] A letter was received from Bro D[aniel] 
Harrington, Aug 8th, respecting the writing and publication of a bi- 
ography of the late Prest John Taylor and asking the counsel of 
Prest 1 ' Woodruff & the Twelve thereon. This was considered not to 
be a favorable time to take up the matter. 48 

[August 9, 1887; Tuesday] Bro Arthur Stayner asked by letter a loan of 
$400000 in good security to help him in his sugar industry. It was 
deemed inexpedient to make such a loan in the unsettled condition 

“Pres” is written over “the”. 

48 The Twelve decided a biography should not be written until “an account 
could be given of his exile and incidents connected therewith” (Grant, Diary, August 
11 , 1887 ). 
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of the Church. It was also suggested that Bro Stayner should not in- 
volve himself & family in his sugar enterprise at present. 

Elder j[oseph] M Tanner was released from his mission in Tur- 
key. He & Prest Geo Teasdale were so informed so that he can return 
home. 

Prests Cannon & Smith engaged on their personal affairs, and in 
conversation with the brethren. 

We are kept very close in the office. I come at 5 in the morning & 
stay until 8 p.m. & then go to Bro Geo A Shumways. The Presidents 
sleep at the office when they do not go away. 49 

[August 11, 1887; Thursday] The Council of Apostles met at 1030 a.m. 
& continu[e]d in session with recess for lunch until shortly after 3 
p.m. There were present Prest W[ilford] Woodruff, Elder Lforenzo] 
Snow, F[ranklin] D Richards, Geo Q Cannon, Jos F Smith, F[rancis] 
M Lyman, J[ohn] H[enry] Smith, Hfeber] J. Grant, J[ohn] W Taylor 
& D[aniel] H Wells. I rested today. 

[August 12, 1887; Friday] A meeting of the Council of Apostles was 
held at the Presidents office at!030 a.m. Present as on yesterday, also 
Bro M| oses] Thatcher. Took a recess at 130 & then continued the ses- 
sion until 5.F5 p.m. and adjourned till 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

Prest Canute Petersen of Ephraim was arrested this afternoon 
on charge of unlawful cohabitation. Also Bro P. M. Petersen of 
Ephraim.... 

Prests Woodruff, Cannon & Smith & Apostles Thatcher, [Fran- 
cis M.] Lyman & [John Henry] Smith met at the office this evening 
and conversed on matters of Doctrine until 8 30 oclock. 

[August 13, 1887; Saturday] The council of Apostles met at 10 a.m. 
and continued till 3.45 with 1 hour for Lunch. They adjourned till 
Monday at 10 a.m. 

[August 13, 1887; Monday] The brethren of the Apostles held their 

49 Although conducting business at church headquarters, the apostles remained 
careful not to be seen from the street. The previous year, Woodruff barely escaped ar- 
rest when the Gardo House was raided by federal marshals (Susan Staker, ed., Waiting 
for World’s End: The Diaries ofWilford Woodruff [Sail Lake City: Signature Books, 1993], 
370). However, by mid-October political developments would prompt U.S. Marshal 
Frank H. Dyer to ease up on his pursuit of church leaders (Alexander, Things in 
Heaven and Earth, 246). 


223 



4 . 1886-1887 


meeting at 10 a.m. Present as on Saturday & continued in session ex- 
cept 1 hour for lunch till 3 15 p.m. Adjourned sine die with the under- 
standing they may be called together again on Wednesday, Aug 3 1 st. 
Prest Woodruff signed a few recommends. He is rather unwell in his 
bowels. 

[August 16, 1887; Tuesday] Prests Woodruff, Cannon & Smith & my- 
self at the office. Prest W[oodruff] is quite well. Thomas Evans 
J eremy , born J uly 11, 1815, was ordained a Patriarch under the hands 
of Prests Woodruff & Cannon & F[ranklin] D Richards. Bro Cannon 
Mouth.... 

I had a conversation with President Woodruff this afternoon 
and related to him my circumstances, how myself & family had lived 
during the past 9 years, most of the time without any home of our 
own & very much scattered. I also related to him the conversations I 
had had with President John Taylor on three separate occasions per- 
taining to the church letting me have the house adjoining Bro 
W[illiam] B. Dougalls residence on the Block west of the Temple 
Block for a residence. I explained fully my conversation with Prest 
Taylor, wherein he said he was willing for me to have the house, but 
that he would not state the price for me to pay for it, but he felt that I 
should not be required to pay the full amount that it cost, viz, 
$3600.00, as the price had been run up by parties, to keep a disrepu- 
table woman from getting the house. He would not however put on 
any price, but said he would consider it and let me know. I talked 
with him 3 times on this same subject and with the same results. I 
spoke to President Woodruff of my labors for the past 12 years and 
my work at Kanab, especially during the past 9 years while engaged 
as Private Secretary to Prest Taylor, and the past 2 Vi in exile with 
him. I also explained about having the deed made out in my wife’s 
name and Prest George Q. Cannon’s consent thereto. 

After which President Woodruff said he felt that the church 
could well afford to furnish me with a home, that 1 had worked very 
faithfully and had earned such a house. He also said he would speak 
to Prest Geo. Q. Cannon about this matter & wished me to be present. 

Afterwards we met with Prest Cannon and he expressed his feel- 
ings, and said that as Prest Taylor had promised Bro Nuttall this 
house, he thought he should have it, and as to the price, that was in 
the hands of President Woodruff. 

Prest Woodruff afterwards saw Bro. James Jack and requested 
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him to make out a note for the amount paid for the house, which 
Bro. Nuttall would sign, and he [Woodruff] would afterwards con- 
sider the matter in the payment of the note, or would make such ap- 
propriations therefore as he might deem proper. Also instructed 
Bro Jack to have a proper deed made out for Bro Nuttall as he 
wished it. 

The note was made for $3600.00, payable in one year from date 
without interest, and at 10% per annum interest after Maturity till 
paid, made payable to Wilford Woodruff, which note Prest Wood- 
ruff endorsed after I signed it, and Bro. Jack handed me the deed for 
the house and lot. The deed was made to my wife Sophia as I bought 
it for her home. 

[August 31, 1 887; Wednesday ] Prest W[ilford] Woodruff & Elders Geo 
Q. Cannon, Joseph F Smith, F[rancis] M Lyman & John H[enry] 
Smith came to the office where I met them as they came. I attended 
to our mail matter and the Meeting of the Council of Apostles at 
1030 a.m. Elder Erastus Snow also came to the office in the morning. 

Prest Woodruff & Elders Geo. Q. Cannon & Jos F. Smith had a 
private interview this evening. 

I had a meeting with Hon Elias A Smith, Probate Judge, George 
Taylor, and John W. Taylor and submitted President Taylor’s will, 
which I read to all, and received some information from Judge Smith 
as to what will be needed, viz— a petition asking for the will to be Pro- 
bated, also to give an approximate valuation of the Real & personal 
property of the Estate. 

We agreed to employ F[ranklin] S. Richards Esq. as Attorney for 
the Estate. 

[September 1, 1887; Thursday] The Council of Apostles met at 1 030 
a.m. Present Prest W[ilford] Woodruff, Apostles Lforenzo] Snow, 
E[rastus] Snow, F[ranklin] D. Richards, Geo Q, Cannon, Jos F Smith, 
IJrancisj M Lyman, J[ohn] H[enry] Smith, H[eber] J Grant &J[ohn] 
W Taylor & myself as Recorder. We were in session all day. 

[September 2, 1887; Friday] Mayor F[rancis] Armstrong & City Mar- 
shal Aflfred] Solomon called to ask the use of the Large Tabernacle 
for the gathering & concert of the Party of Firemen from N[ew] 
York. They can have the Tabernacle if no fee is charged for admis- 
sion or the Theatre free of cost if a fee is to be charged. 
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[September 3, 1887; Saturday] I attended to our mail & sent in letters 
by Prest Cannon’s son. John B Maiben’s salary was increased to 
$2000.00 for his labors on Manti Temple Books &c. 

Yesterday & today have been very busy days for me as I wrote all 
the public letters myself. 

[September 4, 1887; Sunday] At 2 30 p.m. we held a meeting with Prest 
Geo Q Cannon’s family in his large room. Elder S[amuel] Bateman 
prayed. Myself and Angus Cannon administered the Sacrament. 
Prest Woodruff addressed the meeting, followed by myself & Prest 
Cannon. Bro. Hugh Cannon offered the benediction. 

[September 6, 1887; Tuesday] Engaged in writing up my daily journal 
for July last. 

At 8 p.m. Prests Woodruff & Cannon, Elder Nuttall & Sfamuel] 
Bateman drove to the Presidents Office and arrived at 8.40 p.m. 
Found a number of letters which had not been sent out to-day. 

[September 7, 1887; Wednesday] The Council of Apostles met at 1030 
a.m. Present Prest Woodruff, apostles L[oren/o] Snow, EJrastus] 
Snow, FJranklin] D. Richards, Geo Q. Cannon, Jos F. Smith, M[oses] 
Thatcher, F[rancis] M Lyman, J[ohn] HJenry] Smith, Hfeber] J. 
Grant & Jfohn] W Taylor. L. John Nuttall Recorder. 

In session most of the day. Adjourned till tomorrow. 

[September 8, 1887; Thursday] Prest AJbraham] O Smoot called & had 
some conversation with Prests Woodruff & Cannon & afterwards 
with Elder E[rastus] Snow & myself. 

The Council of Apostles met at 1030 a.m. & continued in ses- 
sion all day. I drafted a notice which was approved & sent to the 
Deseret News for publication pertaining to the holding of the next 
Semi-Annual Conference as acted upon by the Apostles yesterday. 

Prest Woodruff & Elders Jjoseph] F. Smith & M[oses] Thatcher 
& Jjunius] F. Wells met this evening and conversed in regard to the 
YJoung] M[en’s] Mfutual] improvement] Association]. 

[September 9, 1887; Friday] I attended to our mail and also attended 
the meeting of the Council of Apostles at 1030 a.m. & continued all 
day. 

I received a letter from Sophia and wrote to Elizabeth. Also 
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wrote to Brojohn Rider and signed the petition to the Probate Court 
for the Probate of President John Taylor’s will. 

[September 10, 1887; Saturday] Attended the meeting of the Council 
of Apostles at 10.30 a.m. & continued in session most of the day. 

It was decided that under the circumstances which at present 
surround us there would be no objection to any of the brethren join- 
ing the Chamber of Commerce. It was deemed well for all the busi- 
ness men to do so in order to have proper representation & secure 
proper consideration. 

[September 14, 1887; Wednesday] Permission was given for sister 
Hannah Grover to be anointed to Bro D[aniel] H. Wells. 50 This is her 
2nd anointing the 2nd time. 

[September 15, 1887; Thursday] Bro F[ranklin] D. Richards was re- 
quested to get up sketches of the life of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 
Brigham Young & John Taylor, for Appleton & Co Cyclopedia. 

I rece[i]ved a letter from Joseph [Nuttall], all well at home. I met 
with a G[eorge] Sutherland of Provo, attorney for our B[ullion] 
B[eck] & C[hampion] M[ining] Co., at the request of Bro Hfiram] B. 
Clawson and Prest Geo Q. Cannon in consideration of his bill for ser- 
vices which is considered to be very high = $5750.00, $2250.00 of 
which has been paid, leaving yet due $1495.00. 1 conversed with Mr 
Sutherland, and we finally agreed that he should have $ 1 100.00 for 
his services and we separated with good feelings. Prest Smith drove 
out this evening. 

[September 16, 1887; Friday] I had some conversation with BroJ[ohn 
W.] Taylor on matters pertaining to his Father’s Estate. 

[September 19, 1887; Monday] Bro Joseph H. Dean, now on the Sand- 
wich Islands, in reply to a letter received from him, was called to go to 
the Navigator & other South Sea Islands & take a native Hawaian 


50 Mrs. Grover was sealed to Wells, a member of the First Presidency, in 1871 
without divorcing her husband, Thomas Grover, who was himself a devout Latter-day 
Saint. See Eugene E. and Bruce L. Campbell, “Divorce among Mormon Polygamists: 
Extent and Explanations, in The New Mormon History: Revisionist Essays on the Past, ed. 
D. Michael Quinn (Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1992), 194-95. 
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with him for the purpose of opening up a mission in those Islands. A 
letter was written to him to this effect. 

[September 20, 1887; Tuesday] This has been a very busy day for me as 
a number of brethren called and I was engaged some of the time in 
overhauling some of President Taylor’s private papers in my charge. 

Bp John R Winder reported to Prest Geo Q. Cannon in the pres- 
ence of Prest Woodruff & myself that he had made enquiry and satis- 
fied himself that all the Tithing office Books which had been taken 
away, had all been returned in good order. 

[September 21, 1887; Wednesday] Bro Charles John Carlisle who re- 
turned from his mission to England with the last company called to- 
day & reported his labors. 

I met with the counc[i]l of apostles at 7 30 p.m. to hear the report 
of Bro. F[ranklin] S. Richards who has just returned from a trip East 
to consult with lawyers on the church suits 51 &c. This was con- 
sidered], as to the engagem[en]t of competent attorneys, and action 
deferred till next Friday night at 730. Adjourned at I 130 p.m. 

[September 23, 1887; Friday] Conversation was had with Bps [Richard 
T.] Burton & [John R.] Winder in regard to all the cash tithing & all 
cash received being collected & disb[u]rsed in 32 & from the Bishop’s 
Office, the Presiding Bishop having control of all cash receipts & 
disbursem[en]ts. 53 Prest Woodruff was not satisfied with this method 
& said there must be some change. He asked that all the cash on hand 
be sent up to him tonight. $2383.50 was sent up. 

The council of apostles met at 7 30 p.m. Present Prest Woodruff, 
Apostles Efrastus] Snow, F[ranklin] D Richards, Geo Q Cannon, Jos 


51 George S. Peters, U.S. Attorney for Utah, initiated action to recover property 
from the trustee-in-trust acquired after 1862, the year of the Morrill Anti-Bigamy Act. 
Suits were also commenced to dissolve the corporation of the LDS Church and the 
Perpetual Emigration Fund. These suits would consume the church over the next year. 
See Leonard J. Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom: An Economic History of the Latter-day 
Saints, 1830-1900 (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1958), 365-73. 

52 The word “in” is written over an illegible word. 

53 Upon passage of the Edmunds-Tucker Act, Taylor directed the Presiding Bish- 
opric in April 1887 to assume the position of trustee-in-trust of church property. See 
Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom, 364; also B. H. Roberts, A Comprehensive History of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 6 vols. [Salt Lake City: Deseret News, 1930], 
6:196. 


228 



“He Breathed His Last 


F Smith, B[righam] Young [Jr.], John H[enry] Smith & H[ebei] J 
Grant, Atty. F[ranklin] S. Richards & Le Grand Young, also L John 
Nuttall. The subject of engaging competent attorn[e]ys for the 
Church Suit was considered & McDonald, Bright & Fay of Wash- 
i[n]gt[on] & [Joseph E.] McDonald & [Matthew C.] Butler of In- 
dianapolis were engaged on their proposition & fee of $750000 and 
a contingent of $17,500.00 on success, with the understanding that 
Mr McDonald & Mr Butler give the case their personal attention. The 
answers to the complaint of the Government were approved and 
arrangem[e]nts made for the brethren of the Twelve to sign them. 

[September 24, 1887; Saturday] Bros F[ranklin] S. Richards & LeGrand 
Young had further considered the engagem[en]t of McDonald & Co 
& had obtain[e]d more time to answer and wished for counsel as to 
trying to obtain other Legal men. The Twelve were called for a meet- 
ing this even[in]g.... 

At 7. 15 a meeting of the Council of Apostles was held at the Pres- 
idents office. Present Prest WJilford] Woodruff, apostles Geo Q 
Cannon, Jos F Smith, B[righam] Young Qr.],J[ohn] H[enry] Smith & 
H[eber] J Grant, [and] L. John Nuttall. The subject of the employ- 
ment of McDonald & Co was present[e]d by Prest Woodruff and the 
question of consulting with other emin[e]nt lawyers was presented. 
The names of Honjfames] M Woolworth of Omaha & Hon James O 
Broadhead of St Louis were mentioned. It was decided that Bro 
F[ranklin] S. Richards go East on Monday to consult with the 2 last 
gentlemen named.’ 1 


54 In a letter, Franklin S. Richards wrote that LeGrand Young “still thinks that 
we should insist that the church is not a corporation and fight it out on that line." He 
continued: “You can imagine how annoying it is to me to be left in this condition of 
uncertainty at this late hour. I suppose a demurrer will be filed on the First and an ef- 
fort made to get the arguments deferred until my return when a definite line of de- 
fense will be agreed upon” (Richards to Charles W. Penrose, Sept. 25, 1887, Utah 
State Historical Society). Richards reported to Wilford Woodruff in November that 
Broadhead had concluded, “as we had failed to get the demurrer decided before a Re- 
ceiver was appointed, it was best to file our answers and make as good a showing as 
we could as to the disposition of property. We have labored to this end and have just 
succeeded tonight in getting the demurrer overruled [?] and the answers filed which 
puts the case in definite shape for trial. We tried hard to get the order appointing a 
Receiver and defining his powers modified in several particulars, but failed to get him 
restricted as to bringing suits. Still the order is very much milder than it might be and 
in this respect it disappointed the Col. considerably” (Richards to Woodruff, Nov. 9, 
1887, Utah State Historical Society). 
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[September 26, 1887; Monday] Prests Woodruff & Cannon did not re- 
turn this morning. By direction of Prest Woodruff I signed several 
recommends to the Temples and sent his letters to him. The Presi- 
dent had a sick spell of Cholera Morbus ’’ & Chills yesterday. He is 
better to-day. 

[September 27, 1887; Tuesday] Prest Cannon returned last night. Prest 
Woodruff is yet at his home. He is feeling some better to-day. I at- 
tended to our mail. 

I had some conversation with Bros Thos E & RJichard] J. Taylor 
in relation to the affairs of their fathers estate. I talked to them in a 
pointed manner, I being fully aroused at remarks which they said 
had been made by some of the family respecting the Presidents will, 
and his inability to understand what he was doing &c &c. 

[September 28, 1887; Wednesday] Prest Woodruff returned to the of- 
fice this morni[n]g. He is quite weak, the pain has not left his bowels. 
He did not feel like attending to business. At his direction I signed 
several recommends to the Temples. 

Prest Geo Q. Cannon commenced drafting An Epistle to be pre- 
sented at the coming conference. 

I receiv[e]d a note from Sophia & wrote to her. I also arranged 
with James Jack for $36100 for which I gave him my note payable in 
60 days with 10% interest after maturity till paid. This note $36100 
together with $57650 cash I had on hand 1 handed to Bro James Jack 
to pay my 25% being $93750 on 75 Shares of the Capital Stock of 
Zion’s Savings Bank & Trust Company. I also handed him a certifi- 
cate for 4 Shares of ZCMI Stock #1883 in security for my note. 

[October 3, 1887; Monday] Prest Woodruff is much better and able for 
work. I attended to our Mail matter. Several public letters were re- 
ceived and answered. 

Prest Woodruff directed me to make arrangements for an out 
somewhere and take sufficent time to nurse myself & recruit my 
health, as I am not well and need rest. 

[October 4, 1887; Tuesday] The Epistle occupied considerable of the 

55 A term for dysentery or gastroenteritis, characterized by stomach cramps and 
vomiting. 
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[day] in reading and correcting. I was at the office fixing up the pub- 
lic papers and making my arrangements for an out. 

[October 5, 1887; Wednesday] The Council of Apostles met at Bro 
[Francis] Armstrongs at 10 a.m. Present Prest Woodruff, Apostles 
L[orenzo] Snow, E[rastus] Snow, Ffranklin] D. Richards, Geo Q Can- 
non, Jos. F. Smith, B[righam] Young [Jr.], M[oses] Thatcher, F[ran- 
cis] M Lyman, J[ohn] Hfenry] Smith, H[eber] J Grant & J[ohn] W 
Taylor. The Epistle as prepared was read by Elder Geo Reynolds.* 
Bros E[rastus] Snow & Mfoses] Thatcher were requested to get up a 
paragraph on Mexico & Canada. E[rastus] Snow, F[rancis] M Lyman 
& M[oses] Thatcher were appointed a committee on [the] Cons[t]i- 
tuti[o]nal Convention. J[ohn] H Smith, H[eber] J Grant & J[ohn] W 
Taylor to write somethi[n]g on Education. They met again at 2 p.m. 

[October 6, 1887; Thursday] Conference convened this morning at 10 
oclock in the Tabernacle. The brethren who could not attend were at 
the office. Elder Lforenzo] Snow presided. The council of Apostles 
met at 7 Oclock at the Presidents office. 1 met with them. The ill feel- 
ings among some of the quorum was spoken of by Prest Woodruff, 
very forceably. I never attended such a meeting. 

[October 7, 1887; Friday] I was at the office all day and attended a 
meeting of the council [of] apostles at 7 30 p.m. 

It was decided that Elder E[rastus] Snow attend conference to- 
morrow, to speak on furnishing means to assist in finishing the 
Manti Temple, and Prest Woodruff to attend conference on Sunday 
afternoon. Other matters were attended to. The council adjourned 
subject to call of Prest Woodruff. 

I made arrangem[e]nts today for a team and vehicle to carry my- 
self & wife Elizabeth & son Wilford on a trip north, and they arrived 
from Provo for this purpose. Bro C[harles] H. Wilcken fixed about 

56 The letter was printed by the Deseret News Company as a pamphlet entitled 
An Epistle of the Council of the Twelve Apostles of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, Read October 10, 1887, At the General Semi-Annual Conference, held in Salt Lake 
City. It discussed the death of John Taylor and responsibility of the Twelve to carry the 
“kingdom of God”; Woodruff s testimony that the Twelve had the keys to preside; the 
labors of the Twelve; discussion of the Primary, Sunday School, and Relief Society aux- 
iliaries; and various topics such as care of the poor, fast offerings, marriage, debt, tem- 
ples, missions, sacrament, home industry, education, and the “Church Suits.” See 
Deseret News Semi-Weekly, Oct. 11, 1887. 
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the team and driver and I had written to Sister Josephine Roueche at 
Kaysville to know if it would be agreeable for us to go there and re- 
ceived answer that it would and we were welcome. 

[ October 8, 1887; Saturday ] This evening accompanied by my wife Eliz- 
abeth & son Wilford, in a team & carriage furnished me by the City, 
also a driver, we drove to Bro Thos F Roueches, Kaysville, Davis Co. 

[October 23, 1887; Sunday] While here [in Kaysville], I spent as much 
of my time out of doors as I possibly could, but find myself very weak 
and not able to do much. However I gained some strength and felt 
better for my visit, which was made very agreeable by all the folks. I 
sent for the team and carriage which arrived last night and today the 
23rd Oct. we left for the city in the afternoon. We arrived at 6.15 p.m. 
The air was rather cold but we were wrapped up quite warm. Soon af- 
ter my arrival at Bro [George A.] Shumways I was taken with a pain in 
my bowels and shortly had to go to bed very sick with much pain. My 
folks did all they could to relieve me. Bro Afrthur] Stayner, S J. 
Ludbury, S. Marks, Leonard & G[eorge] A Shumway administer[e]d 
to me twice, and Bros B[righam] Young [Jr.], John W. Young & S. J. 
Ludbury, between 12 & 1 Oclock. I had to send for Dr. 5 ' Booth who 
came & administer[e]d [a] hypodermic injection in my arm, placed 
mustard plaster on my stomach, and I got relief about 3 a.m. & went 
to sleep nearly worn out with pain. 

After my sleep I felt much easier but had pain in my body. This 
afternoon while sitting up to have my bed made I got weary and on 
laying down I had a sevier chill for half an hour. My wife and son 
Leonard applied warm cloths to me & Leonard administered to 
me— afterwards Bros Angus M. Cannon, Milando Pratt, W[illiam] B 
Dougall, Dr Booth & Geo A Shumway administered to me. Bro 
Dougall prayed. Bro Pratt anointed & Bro Cannon mouth. 

I was confined to my bed all this week. Dr Booth prescribed med- 
icine for me which I took, and my wife Elizabeth stayed with me all 
the time. Sophia called every evening and staid in conversation for 
awhile and would have staid longer if it had been safe for me. 

On the evening before Brother Erastus Snow went South to visit 
his family he called on me and spent over an hour in conversation, 
talking of my going with him to Mexico if he went this winter or in the 
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spring, as he would like to have me with him. Before leaving he 
blessed me and gave me much comfort and consolation. I always feel 
good to Bro Snow— he is so kind and fatherly and I have spent many 
pleasant days and nights with him. 

[October 29, 1887; Saturday] Bros. Woodruff, Geo. Q. Cannon &Jos F 
Smith called this evening and administered to me and insisted that I 
go out again when I can, to gain strength. 

[October 30, 1887; Sunday] I sat up some to day. Felt I am gaining 
some strength but slowly. 

[November 2, 1887; Wednesday] At the request of Prest Geo. Q. Can- 
non I attended a meeting of the Directors of the Bullion Beck & 
Champion Mining Co. at the Presidents office. Prest Cannon ex- 
plained in detail to Bros George A F A Taylor and John W. Taylor, who 
were also present, all the matters connected with the company and 
their Fathers interest therein. There were present Geo Q Cannon, 
Moses Thatcher, LJJohn] N[uttall], Geo Reynolds, GeorgeJ Taylor 
& John W Taylor. 

[November 3, 1887; Thursday] I went to the office this morning and 
packed up all of President John Taylor’s private papers in his safe, 
also in my desk, and assorted out all the public papers which I packed 
up in a box. 

Judge Elias A. Smith came at my request and I qualified before 
him as one of President John Taylors Executors. 

Bro [William A.] Rossiter had spoken to Prest Woodruff about 
Wfilliam] B. Pace’s note at the Bank and as it was more of a public 
than a private matter of mine, Bro. Woodruff proposed to have the 
church pay it. On speaking to me about it, he instructed Bro [James] 
Jack to pay the note 8c thus release me. I thanked him for his kindness 
as it was not my private affair, I had never realized one cent person- 
ally from it. 

I was very tired tonight when I left the office at 8.30 because I 
could not go any earlier with safety. 


[November 4, 1887; Friday] I staid at my room today and this after- 
noon. I with Geo J. Taylor examined some of his fathers papers. Fie 
took some with him. 
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[November 6, 1887; Sunday] As Prests Woodruff, Cannon & Smith 
had insisted upon my going somewhere for a change it was decided 
that I go to Bro. John Carlisle’s on Mill Creek.... 

I was received very cordially by Bro 68 & Sister Carlisle and family 
and made welcome to stay as long as I desired. 

[November 14, 1887; Monday] l reed a letter from W[illiam] B. Pace at 
St George about some mining property. I sent it to Bro. Geo. 
Reynolds to submit to the brethren at the City. 

[November 15, 1887; Tuesday] Receiv[e]d word that the brethren dont 
want to have anything to do with [William B.] Pace’s mines. 

[November 17, 1887; Thursday] This evening Bro John T. Caine, ac- 
companied by Geo A Shumway, called on me. Bro Caine said that he 
had some conversation with Prest Woodruff & Cannon about my ac- 
companying him to Washington [D.C.] this winter, and he had come 
out to see me to learn my mind on the matter. I said that anything the 
brethren wanted me to do I was always ready to do it, that to go to 
Washington would also please me very much if I was only able to go 
8c be of service when I got there. He thought I would be & was 
pleased with the proposition. He said he would write to Bros. Wood- 
ruff & Cannon and report to-morrow.... 

I also received for my signatures applications for Patents for the 
Belsher “Mary L” and Comstock Mining claims at Eureka Tintic 
Mining Dist., also my certificate of citizinship and authorization for 
her. Efdward] B. Critchlow to attend to the business of obtaining the 
Patents &c. After examination I signed these papers as President of 
the B[ullion] B[eck] & C[hampion] M[ining] Co. and returned them 
to Bro. Geo. Reynolds with a note. 

[November 21, 1887; Monday] This evening Geo. A Shumway came 
out with a horse and buggy and brought me letters from Bro Geo 
Reynolds, one informing me that I was called to go to Washington 
D.C. with Hon. John T. Caine, Delegate from Utah.... 

I accompanied Bro Shumway to the City and on arrival learned 
that Prest W[ilford] Woodruff and the brethren were at the Prests of- 
fice and wished to see me. I went up and saw Prests Woodruff, Geo. 
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Q. Cannon & Joseph F. Smith who were all pleased to see me. Prest 
Woodruff informed me of their action in calling me to go to Wash- 
ington. They were then engaged with Bros W[illiam] W. Riter & 
E[dwin] G. Woolley who are going to Washington as delegates from 
the Utah Convention, and they wished me to come to the office 
to-morrow morning, when a meeting will be had while Bro John T. 
Caine is present. 

[November 22, 1887; Tuesday] I went to the office this morning at 6 
oclock and met with Prests Woodruff, Cannon & Smith when they 
arose.... 

Brother John T. Caine being sent for, came and received such in- 
structions as the brethren had to give him. Afterwards he was blessed 
and set apart for his labors as Delegate from Utah at Washington 
[D.C.] by Prests W. Woodruff, Geo. Q. Cannon, Joseph F. Smith and 
Franklin D. Richards, Geo. Q. Cannon mouth. I was then blessed and 
set apart for my labors, to assist Bro Caine, and do all the good in my 
power in the interest of Utah & the Saints at Washington, by these 
same brethren, Jos. F Smith mouth. 

Bro Caine and the brethren decided that I could board the train 
at this city on Sunday night next at which time he and wife would also 
go. He would also procure my Sleeper berth and provide a lunch bas- 
ket.... 

Bro. Woodruff ordered that I have $100.00 to take with me for 
expenses of the trip and that Bro. Caine would furnish further funds 
as I needed them while absent. 

Bros. Woodruff, Cannon & Smith purposed leaving the office 
this evening and as I may not see them again before I leave, I bade 
them adieu this evening and they again blessed me at parting. Bro 
Ffranklin] D. Richards also wished me every blessing and a pleasant 
sojourn at Washington. 

[November 23, 1887; Wednesday] I have been very busy today assorting 
and properly caring for my personal papers & c. Tried to get some 
new clothing but failed. Marshal [Frank H.] Dyer and his aids were at 
the Presidents office today and took charge of every thing there. He 
discharged several of the helps, my son Thomas as Night Guard, 
Geo. A. Shumway as day guard, A. [?] Whitney as messenger, 
D[aniel] L. Daniels & A[rthur] Winter, Geo Goddard & John Irvine 
as clerks & put a Deputy in charge of the office. Bros David McKenzie 
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& W[illiam] C. Spence have the use of their desks to transact such 
other business as they have, their church business, also Bro. A[mos] 
M. Musser. Bro. W[illiam] A. Rossiter is not interfered with in his Es- 
tate business, nor 0[rson] P. Arnold in his street Railroad business. 

[November 25, 1887; Friday] Bro Fred Meyers of Z.C.M.I. came with 
Geo A Shumway & I explained to him the kind of clothing I want. He 
measured me & brought 4 suits, from which I chose 2 suits & George 
purchased me some underclothing and other articles 1 needed. 

I received my certificate from the Presidents office as a mission- 
ary to the Eastern States. 

[November 26, 1887; Saturday] Bro. Alvin Patterson called to see me 
and explained his labors in administering to the Sick Saints, and of 
the many marvelous healings. 1 had heard of him & his labors several 
times. I requested him to administer to me and bless me for my 
health, which he did. We afterwards administered to my daughters 
baby for his cough. 

Dr Booth called to see me & I paid him $5.00 more, the balance 
of his charge for medicine & attendance. He also preferred to pro- 
cure for me sufficient of the medicine I have been taking to last me 
two months, which he did, also gave me a written prescription of the 
same, so that I can get more. This cost me $300. 

[November 27, 1887; Sunday] After supper and at 7 20 p.m. I parted 
[from] my wives and children and left with Bro [John W.] McHenry 
in the buggy. Joseph & Geo A Shumway walked down to the depot to 
see that all was right. I go[t] onto the baggage car and remained there 
until after the train started, and parted with Joseph 8c George at the 
car. 

After the train started A at 8 p.m. A Bro Brown, the conductor, 
took me to the Pullman Sleeper at Woods Cross— here I found bro & 
sister [John T.] Caine. Bro E[dwin] G. Woolley, Bro. Caines son & 
Miss Hooper were also in the car going up north. On arriving at 
Ogden our car was put onto the U[nion] P[acific] train and we left at 
1030 p.m. 

[November 30, 1887; Wednesday] Arrived at Kansas City at 6 a.m. on 
the U[nion] P[acific] R[ail] R[oad]. We took breakfast at the Railway 
Hotel, and concluded to stay all day so as to make better connections 
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and obtain sleepers further South. Bro [Edwin G.] Woolley & I 
walked through a goodly portion of the city which is built on a high 
bluff from the Missouri River. In the afternoon our party went on the 
street cars to & through the city on two routes. The Missouri River is 
as dirty as ever as it flows by the lower part of the City, with floating 
ice in it. We spent the day as well as we could, A this is a very buzy 
place, A and made our arrangements for Sleeper berths through to 
Washington [D.C.] 

[December 2, 1887; Friday] Here [in Chattanooga, Tennessee,] we 
were met at the Depot by Elders Wm Spry, Rich, [blank] Perkins, 
[blank] Chambers, Moroni Dunford and [blank] Woolley, missionar- 
ies who had come to the Depot to meet us. Bro John Morgan to 
whom we had telegraphed had gone to Colorado with a company of 
Saints, We spent about 20 minutes in conversation with these breth- 
ren on the platform as we could not leave the train. It had been our 
intention to remain here one day & view the historical places of the 
late war, but could not spare the time. We passed by and saw the fa- 
mous look out mountain. 39 We bade these brethren adieu & left on 
the East Tennessee, Virginia and Georgia R[ail] R[oad]. 

[December 3, 1887; Saturday] We traveled up through Virginia, passed 
over the battlefield of Culpeper, the famous Bull Run and Manassas 
battlefield, saw some earthworks & was much interested in our [illeg- 
ible] travel. We passed through Alexandria and arriv[e]d at Washing- 
ton [D.C.] at the Baltimore & Potomac R[ail] R[oad] Station where 
Prest [James A.] Garfield was shot. I saw the place marked on the 
floor with a star where he fell. We drove to Mr James Taltey’s 1 1 
Grant Place, where Bro [John T.] Caine had boarded before & ar- 
ranged for the same rooms again. After washing & fixing up we went 
to dinner & then walked out. Saw the capitol in the distance, also the 
Washington Monum[en]t. We also saw these when passing over the 
Long Bridge across the Potomac River from Alexandria. We passed 

59 The Battle of Lookout Mountain of November 1863 took place during the 
Chattanooga Campaign led by Ulysses S. Grant. Union troops under George H. 
Thomas stormed the mountain and routed the Confederate position. This Union vic- 
tory enabled the North to again defeat the South at the Battle of Missionary Ridge, 
which opened the way for William T. Sherman’s famous march to the sea. See Thomas 
H. Johnson, The Oxford Companion to American History (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1966), 486. 
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by the Treasury Department & the White House. Called at the De- 
partment of Justice and asked in regard to Bro. Rudger Clawsons 
pardon. We saw the papers granting his pardon, which were to be 
sent to Utah on Monday next. He was pardoned on the 1st. 60 We 
called at the residence of Bro John W Young at 1808 Massachusetts 
Avenue and there met Bro Young & wife, also Bro F[ranklin] S. Rich- 
ards & Geo F Gibbs, after which we returned to Grant Place. 

[December 5, 1887; Monday] Bros [Franklin S.] Richards, [William W.j 
Riter and [Edwin G.] Woolley met at our rooms with Bro [John T.] 
Caine & myself this evening to talk over the mode of procedure to be 
adopted for the work before them in presenting the Constitution of 
the State of Utah & Memorial to Congress. After conversation it was 
decided to invite Brojohn W. Young to meet with us on this subject 
tomorrow morning at 9.30. 

[December 6, 1887; Tuesday] The meeting was held with the brethren. 
Bro. J[ohn] W. Young also present. After talking over the situation of 
affairs, it was decided to not press the presentation of the Constitu- 
tion & Memorial at present, but the brethren will see as many of the 
Senators as possible and learn their views, as it is deemed best to 
present the matter in the Senate first. 

[December 7, 1887; Wednesday] This evening Bros [John T.] Caine & 
[Edwin G.] Woolley & myself attended a session of the Evangelical 
Alliance in the Congregation Church and we were much edified at 
the exercises. This is a gathering of ministers and leading religious 
men of different sects and denominations who have met to consider 
matters for the best good of the human family. 

[December 9, 1887; Friday] Prest [Grover] Cleveland pardoned Bro 
Chas Livingston to-day. Bro [John T.J Caine & I saw the papers at the 
Department of Justice. 

[December 1 1, 1887; Sunday] Bros [John T.] Caine, [George F.] Gibbs, 
Snow & myself went to the Unitarian Church to hear Rev M[inot] J. 


60 In November 1884, Clawson was sentenced to three and a half years in prison 
for polygamy and six months for unlawful cohabitation. He served one of the longest 
continuous sentences in the penitentiary of any Mormon polygamist— slightly more 
than three years. 
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Savage of Boston. He is a fine Orator, but quite infidel in his views as 
to the atonement ofjesus. I am strengthened in the truths of the Gos- 
pel as revealed through the prophet Joseph Smith, by hearing the 
views of such men and the mockery of the [gospel by the] so called 
Christian world. 

[December 12, 1887; Monday] Three bills and some petitions were pre- 
sented in the Senate and some petitions in the House today, respect- 
ing Utah affairs. 

[ December 14, 1887; Wednesday] We walked down Penn Avenue, and 
at Millards Hotel passed A US A Marshal [Frank H.] Dyer and Asst Dist 
Atty [Arthur?] Clark of Salt Lake City on the side walk. Bro [John T.] 
Caine stopped to talk with them. I afterwards came and stood within 
6 feet of them for 15 minutes.... 

Marshal Dyer told Bro Caine that he came very near seeing Bro 
[Charles W.] Penrose at New York. A man who had just seen Pen- 
rose, told him of conversation he had with Penrose as to Dyers con- 
duct in the Church Suits at Salt Lake City. We sent a letter tonight to 
Bro Penrose informing him of these facts to put him on his guard &c. 

[December 15, 1887; Thursday] Bros [John T.] Caine, [Franklin S.] 
Richards, [William W.] Riter, [Edwin G.] Woolley & myself went to 
the White House this morning to see Prest Grover Cleveland as per 
appointment made with Bro Caine yesterday, to pay our respects to 
him. The President met with us at 1 0 minutes to 1 0 and expressed 
pleasure at meeting us and on each being introduced he shook our 
hands and was very cordial and kind in his manner and free to talk. In 
speaking of presenting] the Constitution of the State of Utah to 
Congress, he asked how the brethren purposed doing so. Bro Rich- 
ards answered by submitting the same to the President of the Senate 
and Speaker of the House. He said that would probably be the best 
way. As we prepared to leave he shook our hands again and wished us 
success. He said he did not know how Congress would act in our 
case. Bro Caine said we would do all we could and if necessary he 
hoped we would have the support of the Administration to help us 
out. He said, “We will try and keep them level”, (referring to Con- 
gress). We had a very pleasant interview. bl 


61 Franklin S. Richards recorded: “During the conversation I remarked that, as 



4. 1886-1887 


[December 16, 1887; Friday] Bro. [John T.] Caine, [Franklin S.] Rich- 
ards, [William W.] Riter & [Edwin G.] Woolley & J[ohn] W Young 
went to the Capitol this morning and had an interview with Prest 
John } Ingulls of the Senate and presented to him a copy of the Con- 
stitution of Utah and the memorial which he said he would present 
to the Senate on Monday next. Subsequently they called upon 
Speaker [John G.] Carlisle. Bro C[harles] W Penrose, who arrived 
this morning, was with them there and was introduced with the other 
brethren. Mr Carlisle suggested that Delegate Caine had better pres- 
ent the Constitution and memorial to the House and he would recog- 
nize him for that purpose. 

[December 20, 1887; Tuesday] I walked with Bro John W Young this 
morning to the Bank and had a good talk with him on the situation 
here and the necessity for a union of action and some person desig- 
nated to take charge so that misunderstandings may not arise. He is 
not satisfied with the way things are going and proposes to write to 
Prest Woodruff and the brethren expressing his views. I suggested 
that he also lay them before Bro. Ffranklin] S. Richards who will 
shortly return home. In conversation with Bro. [Edwin G.] Woolley 
yesterday he also expressed his disatisfaction with the way things are 
being done and the apparent lack of unity and confidence among the 
brethren. 

[December 22, 1887; Thursday ]\ had a pleasant talk with Bro [Franklin 
S.] Richards & Jos Peery before they leave for the South. I had a pleas- 
ant talk with Bro Richards and explained my situation here and the 
state of affairs as I understood them, and asked him to report to Prest 
Woodruff and the brethren on his return home. I also asked him to 


the people of Utah had now placed themselves in harmony with the rest of the Nation 
on the only question of difference between them, we hoped to receive the favorable 
consideration which the justice of our cause deserved. The President replied that he 
did not know what kind of a reception we would get from those fellows at the Capitol. 
Brother [John T.] Caine suggested that in case of difficulty from that source we might 
appeal to the administration for help and the President replied that he would try to 
hold things steady. And had a very pleasant interview with him about the State move- 
ment and also about the pending litigation, of which I will write you later. He said we 
must work hard to allay prejudice this session and not get discouraged if we did not 
get in now for we were sure to be admitted next session, after the election is over” 
(Richards to Wilford Woodruff, George Q. Cannon, and Joseph F. Smith, Dec. 17, 
1887, Utah State Historical Society). 
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use his influence in behalf of Leonard [Nuttall obtaining a position] 
in the Legislature. 

[December 23, 1887; Friday] I wrote out or copied an interview of bid 
[John T.] Caine for publication in the “Chicago Daily News.” Also 
wrote some other letters. 

Mr Alex Badlam Jr' 1 ' 1 & Isaac Trumbo of California called this af- 
ternoon and had some conversation with Bro Caine. 

[December 28, 1887; Wednesday] Bros [Charles W.] Penrose and 
[Franklin S.] Richards called and got some books & pamphlets they 
need to answer Mr [Joseph N.] Dolphs argument made in the Senate 
of Representatives last week. 1 walked out this evening, and with Bro 
F[ranklin] S. Richards wrote a letter to Prest Woodruff pertaining to 
Bancrofts History of the Pacific Coast as subscribed for by Prestjohn 
Taylor, explaining to Bro Woodruff the whole matter. 

[December 31, 1887; Saturday] Bro [John T.J Caine & wife & myself 
went on invitation to Bro John W. Youngs this evening and accom- 
pany with himself & family, Bro & Sister F[ranklin] S. Richards, 
C[harles] W Penrose & Geo F Gibbs spent the evening in dancing 
and singing and sat the old year out and the new year in at a light sup- 
per gotten up for the occasion. A little Champaign was drank to Bro 
Penrose toast, “The year 1888 may see Utah become a State.” 


62 Alexander Badlam Jr. is often mentioned alongside his business associate, 

Isaac Trumbo, both of whom were Californians but had family ties to Utah. Alex’s fa- 
ther was one of the earliest LDS Seventies and a branch president in Boston before 
emigrating west by ship with his brother-in-law Samuel Brannan. Historians disagree 
about whether Alex Sr. left the church, but Alex Jr. did not consider himself LDS. He 
and his father were investors in the Bullion Beck and Champion mine. See Lyman, Po- 
litical Deliverance, 73; Alexander, Things in Heaven and Earth, 150-51, 153, 222, 249, 
283, 285; cf. Will Bagley, ed., Scoundrel's Tale: The Samuel Brannan Papers (Spokane: 
Arthur H. Clark, 1999), 305. 
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[January 2, 1888; Monday] [United States] Prest [Grover] Cleveland 
held a reception this morning for the members of Congress & Pub- 
lic. I went to Bro [John W.] Youngs to accompany the brethren to the 
reception, but they being not A ready A Bro [George F.] Gibbs & I 
went along. When approaching the White House a company of Vet- 
erans with music & Hags were passing along. Bro G[ibbs] & myself 
joined in with them and passed by the thousands who were in wait- 
ing, up to the front entrance to the White House so that when the 
doors were opened we entered & were among the first 100 who were 
introduced to President Cleveland & his wife. We staid as long as we 
wished, then Bro Gibbs went home and I for lunch. In the afternoon 
Bro [John T.] Caine & I called [o]n Mrs Speaker Carlisle and other 
ladies— Mrs McDonald, Miss Queen, Mrs Morrison & Mrs Brecken- 
ridge— at their rooms at the Ebbitt House. We afterwards called on 
Mr George Ticknor Curtis at his room in the Ebbitt House and had a 
very agreeable chat with him. He read us his answer to Senator 
[Henry L.] Dawes article published in the Forum. 

/ January 4, 1888; Wednesday] I took my usual walk and called at Bro 
[John W.] Youngs for Bro [Charles W.] Penrose who came to our 
house at the request of Bro [John T.] Caine, who read to him an inter- 
view which had been prepared by Mr Gibson for publication in the 
New York Herald. This was amended in a few places and approved. 
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[January 9, 1888; Monday] Bros [Charles W.] Penrose & [Franklin S.] 
Richards called & Bro [John T.J Caine went with them to the capitol. 
It is intended to present the Constitutional Memorial of Utah and a 
Bill, asking for the admission of Utah into the Union to-day A in the 
House A . I examined my school report and selected the portion per- 
taining to statistics for use here. 

The Constitution &c was not presented today as Utah was not 
reached in the call of the House for States & Territories. 

[January 10, 1888; Tuesday] Bro [John T.] Caine presented the Con- 
stitution &c in the House to-day, and he & Bro [Franklin S.] Richards 
had an interview with Mr [William M.] Springer this evening and 
talked over Utah affairs. 

I January 1 1, 1888; Wednesday ]\ was engaged in my room to-day copy- 
ing so much of my last school report as pertains to Statistics and Fi- 
nances of the District Schools in Utah. 

I January 18, 1888; Wednesday] Bro [Charles W.] Penrose called, he 
expects to start for Utah this week to report and return here. I had 
some conversation with him on our affairs here. 

[January 20, 1888; Friday] A Three years ago this morning Prest Geo 
Q Cannon & myself shut ourselves up in the Presidents office so that 
our enemies could not find us, we having got word that they meant to 
arrest us A 

l January 22, 1888; Sunday] Bro [John T.J Caine & I attended Dr J. P. 
Newmans Church this morning and I heard this famous preacher for 
the first time. He is a fine speaker and reasoner. I was much inter- 
ested in his discourse. 

I January 29, 1888; Sunday] Bro [John W.J Young called me to one 
side after meeting & said he desired to get for me a nice suit of Black 
clothes and I must take them & wear them, as a better suit. I asked 
him about the pay for them as I did not want them for nothing, and 
that I never had had anything of the kind given to me before. He said 
that would be all right and he will enquire if he can get them at Wash- 
ington [D.C.] to please me, if not he will go to New York & get them. 
This is the first offer of the kind I ever received while on a mission or 
engaged in church service, and dont feel altogether right about il . 
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l January 31, 1888; Tuesday] Bro [John T.] Caine reed nouce this 
morning that the Senate A sub A Committee purpose to hear argu- 
ments on the admission of Utah next Friday. 1 Bros [John W.] Young 
& [Franklin S.] Richards were notified & Bro. Caine met with them. 
A telegram was sent to Prest Woodruff & brethren tonight, which I 
made out. 

[February 1, 1888; Wednesday] Three years ago tonight Prests Taylor 
& Cannon & myself, C[harles] H. Wilcken & Fl[enry] C Barrell left 
the City and went into exile so as to be able to attend to the duties de- 
volving upon the brethren in the interest of the Church. Many 
scenes have transpired since that day which will be written by the fu- 
ture Historian. I have done, by the blessing of the Lord, a good deal 
towards it. 

[February 2, 1888; Thursday] In the evening a telegram was reed from 
the brethren in reply to one sent on the 1st. Bro [John T.] Caine & 
myself went to Bro [John W.J Youngs & met Bros. [Franklin S.] Rich- 
ards & [George F.] Gibbs. Another telegram was sent to the breth- 
ren. These are in regard to the proposed hearing before the Senate 
committee. We learn that the hearing [has] been laid over till next 
Saturday, [same] week, the 11th. Bros Caine & Richards called on 
Senator [Shelby M.] Cullom to be sure of this & found it was so. Bro J. 
W Young went to New York last night. The telegram tonight was 
quite satisfactory giving Bro Caine authority to speak, as he may be 
led, for the people, and as the spirit m[a]y dictate him at the time of 
the hearing and no censure shall attach to him, also that someone 
will come from home to take charge of affairs here. 

[February 8, 1888; Wednesday] Bro [Franklin S.] Richards called this 
evening & talked with me on matters here. He said that Bro [John 
W.] Young purposes having presented in Congress tomorrow an ar- 
ticle he has had prepared which is very weak on our case and it 
should not be presented. I read the article & so concluded. Bro 

1 On January 30, Republican subcommittee members William M. Stewart and 
Shelby M. Cullom filed an anti-Mormon report accusing the Saints of fraud and decep- 
tion in their efforts to achieve Utah statehood. Subsequently, the committee on terri- 
tories granted the Mormon delegates a chance to respond to these allegations. See Ed- 
ward Leo Lyman, Political Deliverance: The Mormon Quest for Utah Statehood (Urbana: 
University of Illinois Press, 1986), 60. 


[John T.J Caine & myself prepared a telegram to the Brethren at 
home. 

[February 10, 1888; Friday] l went to Bro [John W.] Youngs & saw Bro 
[Franklin S.J Richards. He asked me to help him in his a[r]gument to- 
morrow by getting the number of cities & towns in Utah and miles of 
Railroad, also examin[in]g for points in Mr [Robert N.] Baskins argu- 
ment delivered on August 15/86, which I did. In the evening he 
came and informed us that the hearing had been postponed until 
Saturday the 18th. 

[February 12, 1888; Sunday] This evening Bros [Franklin S.J Richards, 
[George F.J Gibbs & I attended the services at All Souls Church and 
heard the Rev Henry G. Spaulding of Boston preach on the Book of 
Job. He called it a poem and gave me quite a different view of that 
book than I ever had before. 

[February 16, 1888; Thursday] Arranged with Bro [John T.] Caine to 
go and meet Bros Jos F. Smith & C[harles] W Penrose on their ar- 
rival to-morrow morning at 6 oclock, having reed a telegram to that 
effect. 

[February 1 7, 1888; Friday] Bro [John T.J Caine & myself went to the 
Baltimore] & P[otomac] depot at 6 oclock a.m. and waited until 7 
a.m. when Bros [Joseph F.J Smith & [Charles W.J Penrose arrived. 
We were much pleased to meet each other. Spent a short time in con- 
versation asking and answering questions, and when ready they 
drove to 1808 Mass Ave. (Bro [John W.J Young’s).... 

I had a good chat with Bro Smith on our political affairs &c and 
explained my feelings on matters in general. 

[February 18, 1888; Saturday] Bros [John T.J Caine, [Franklin S.J Rich- 
ards, [Charles W.J Penrose & [George F.J Gibbs attended the hearing 
of the Senate Committee on Territories at 1 1 a.m. and Bros Richards 
& Caine, Ex Senator [Joseph] McDonald & Judge [Jeremiah M.J Wil- 
son each deliver[e]d their arguments on the question of the admis- 
sion of Utah.' 


2 Richards spoke of the general qualifications of Utah for statehood, then ad- 
dressed what he called the “paramount objections”— primarily polygamy. Seeking to 
minimize the perceived threat, Richards asserted that “no more than 2 per cent of the 
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[February 19, 1888; Sunday] I attended a meeting of the Quakers at 
1409 N. Y Ave. and was much interested in the services which were 
much like our testimony meeting. 

[February 20, 1888; Monday] By appointment Bro [John T.] Caine & I 
attended a meeting at Bro [John W.] Youngs at 1030 a.m. Bro (Jo- 
seph F.] Smith presented his letter of appointment which I read at his 
request. Bro [Charles W.] Penrose moved that we sustain the ap- 
pointment of Bro Smith, which I seconded & the motion was carried 
unanimously. 3 

The plan of procedure for the future was discussed, also finan- 
cial matters, until 3 p.m. and a very good feeling prevailed. Bros 
Smith & Penrose purpose going to Newport News [Virginia] tomor- 
row to see after the present years emigration to that point from 
Great Britain. 


Mormon people ever were in polygamy, and today not more than 1 per cent of the 
whole population of the Territory are actual polygamists,” adding that there were “not 
more than 2,000 men who are polygamists in the Territory of Utah.” 

This claim, which would often be repeated in LDS histories, was a gross under- 
statement. Lowell Bennion, “The Incidence of Mormon Polygamy in 1880: ‘Dixie’ ver- 
sus Davis Stake, "Journal of Mormon History 11 (1984): 27-42, documented that although 
the number of polygamists varied geographically, the figures for 1880 ranged from a 
low of 5 percent in South Weber to a high of 67 percent in Orderville, with other rep- 
resentative figures including 30 percent of all Bountiful and 40 percent of all St. George 
families. Marie Cornwall, Camela Courtwright, and Laga Van Beek, “How Common 
the Principle? Women as Plural Wives in 1860,” Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought 
26 (Summer 1993): 139-53, demonstrated that 44 percent of married women in three 
Utah wards (13th, 20th, Mill Creek) were involved in plural marriages in 1860. Cf. 
Danel Bachman and Ronald K. Esplin, “Plural Marriage,” Encyclopedia of Mormonism, 
ed. Daniel H. Ludlow (New York: Macmillan, 1992): 1095, who estimate a “maximum” 
20-25 percent of LDS adults involved in plural marriage at any given time. 

Most of the questions for Richards and Caine centered on plural marriage, with 
the harshest criticism coming from Idaho’s territorial delegate, Fred T. Dubois, and 
Utah politician Robert N. Baskin, both of whom suspected that statements about in- 
tending to abandon plural marriage were insincere. See The Admission of Utah. Argu- 
ments in Favor of The Admission of Utah as a State, Made Before the Committee on Territories 
of the United States Senate, First Session Fiftieth Congress, Saturday, February 18, 1888 
(Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1888), copy in L. Tom Perry Special 
Collections, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah; also 
Lyman, Political Deliverance, 61. 

3 The First Presidency began to lose confidence in John W. Young’s effort to buy 
influence in Congress. Determined to end such practices, Joseph F. Smith was ap- 
pointed leader of the lobbying effort. See Thomas G. Alexander, Things in Heaven and 
Earth: The Life and Times ofWilford Woodruff, a Mormon Prophet (Salt Lake City: Signa- 
ture Books, 1991), 247. 
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[March 4, 1888; Sunday] At 5 p.m. attended our meeting at Bro [John 
W.] Youngs.... BrosJ. W. Young, FJranklin] S. Richards &J[oseph] F 
Smith spoke. Bro Young did not feel well and his remarks were dry. 
Bro Smith bore a strong & faithful testimony and gave us many 
words of encouragement. Bro Young is not satisfied about Bro 
Smith coming here and he feels to cease his labors on our cause. He 
went to New York this evening. I staid & had some conversation with 
Bro Smith. I suggested that our Legislature should memorialize Con- 
gress for Statehood. A telegram was sent to Prest Woodruff 8c Can- 
non about this. 

[March 10, 1888; Saturday] Bros [John T.] Caine, [Franklin S.] Rich- 
ards, and [George F.] Gibbs attended the hearing before the Senate 
Committee on Territories this afternoon when Mr [Robert N. | 
Baskin made his argument against the admission of Utah as a State. 
Bro Richards filed his answer to Delegate [Fred T.J Dubois[’s] argu- 
ment and got permission to file an answer to Mr Baskin. 

[March 12, 1888; Monday] Conversed with Bro [Joseph F.] Smith to- 
day in regard to Dr [George L.] Miller of Omaha coming to Washing- 
ton [D.C.] in our interest and wrote a letter at Bro Smiths dictation to 
Prest Woodruff. 

[March 13, 1888; Tuesday] The Supreme Court of the District of Co- 
lumbia yesterday decided that the Edmunds-Tucker law was not ap- 
plicable to the Dist of Columbia. The Court held that the statute was 
clearly intended for the Ter. of Utah alone and was not intended to 
be enforced or apply in the Distric[t], thus proving this is special leg- 
islation. 

[March 18, 1888; Sunday ] The brethren met to consider the meetings 
of the Womens Suffrage Associations &c commencing next Sunday, 
and see if arrangements cannot be made to keep them from speaking 
against Utah and her people. Bro [John T.J Caine was requested to 
see Miss Susan B. Anthony on this subject tomorrow. 

[March 19, 1888; Monday J l walked to 1808 with a letter from Prests 
Woodruff & Cannon to Bro J[oseph] F Smith and reported that Bro 
[John T.J Caine had seen Miss [Susan B.J Anthony & made all right as 
was desired. 
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[March 23, 1888; Friday] Chief Justice Morrison R Waite of the US Su- 
preme Court died at 6 30 this morning. He was only a few days sick. 

[March 25, 1888; Sunday] The International Council of Women as- 
sembled by the National Womans Suffrage Association commenced 
a weeks session of meetings this afternoon at Albaughs Opera 
House. They purpose holding 2 sessions each day morning and eve- 
ning until next Sunday night. 4 

[March 26, 1888; Monday] I attended the Womens Council meeting 
this evening at Albaughs Theatre [and] saw the notable women— 
heard May Wright Sewall, Pundita Ramabai Sarasvate of India, 
Louisa Reed Stowell, Rena A. Michaels, Cora A. Benneson, Martha 
McLellan Brown & Susan B. Anthony speak. 

[March 28, 1888; Wednesday] At 1130 I went to the House of Reps. I 
saw the members of the Supreme Court, the Senate, Prest [Grover] 
Cleveland & Cabinet & Gen Phil H Sheriden. The House was 
crowded. I had a good position to see and hear all the proceedings. 
Bishop Paret of Baltimore conducted the services, assisted by 7 other 
clergymen of the Protestant Episcopal Church. After singing by the 
choir & reading from the 15 chap of Corint[h]ians beginning at the 
20 verse, and singing, prayer by Bp Paret, the services dosed. The 
Casket was carried out and all left the House. I attended the Womens 
Convention this evening. 

[April 2, 1888; Monday] I went to the W T hite House grounds and saw 
the many children there with their mothers & nurses. Rolling eggs 
&c as this is a day for the children to meet on those grounds (Easter 
Monday, annually). 

[April 8, 1888; Sunday ] Bro [John T.] Caine & myself went to the Uni- 
tarian Church and heard Rev Robert Collyer of New York preach. 
He is a noted lecturer, an Englishman. I liked his discourse very 
much on the prevailing folly of observing Lent as the Christians now 
observe it, being as he termed it a cleaning out of the soul during the 
40 days of Lent. 

4 This was the fortieth anniversary of the first National Women’s Suffrage Con- 
vention at Seneca Falls, New York. Despite fears of church leaders that Mormonism 
would be misrepresented, it was reported that the Utah delegation was well treated. 
See Lyman, Political Deliverance, 87-88. 
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[April 9, 1888; Monday] [l] went to the Capitol this evening to see the 
House of Representatives operate in their deadlock on the tax bill. I 
thought their proceedings very foolish to say the least. They took re- 
cess at 1 1.15 p.m. with no prospect of coming to an understanding. 

[April 11, 1888; Wednesday] 1 11 is afternoon 1 took a letter to Bro [Jo- 
seph F.] Smith and we afterwards went to Georgetown, where we 
heard the speeches and saw the grand procession on the occasion of 
the opening of the New Free Bridge across the Potomac. We re- 
turned in the afternoon and I went again in the evening and saw the 
display of Fireworks on the Bridge. 

[April 12, 1888; Thursday] The deadlock was broken to-day in the 
House of Representatives at 1 p.m., the Wednesday session having 
continued from Wednesday, April 4th, at 12 m. 

[April 15, 1888; Sunday] This evening Prest Smith, Bros [Charles W.j 
Penrose, [George F.J Gibbs & myself attended a Spiritualist meeting 
at the Old Hall, corner of L. & 7th Streets. I was disgusted with some 
of the proceedings which to me were amounted to blasphemy. There 
was also some spirit Slate writing. 3 

[April 16, 1888; Monday] Bro Thomas Rhodes of Emery County, 
Utah, called yesterday afternoon. He is here to obtain a patent on an 
invention he has found, for increasing power by leverage. This is the 
anniversary of the Emancipation of the Slaves. The Colored people 
were out today in procession with bands & banners and Goddess of 
Liberty in Car &c &c. 

[April 18, 1888; Wednesday] l went to Bro [Joseph F.J Smiths this eve- 
ning with two telegrams & helped him to decipher them. Also sub- 
mitted to him a telegram from Bro James Jack to Bro [John T.J Caine 
asking the wishes of Bros Smith, Caine & myself regarding our stock 
in Zions Savings Bank & Trust Company as it is the intention to orga- 

6 In spirit slate writing, participants held a writing tablet underneath a table, up 
against a piece of chalk wedged into a crack in the table’s underside. The spirit di- 
rected the participants’ movements and the resulting scribbling was studied for possi- 
ble messages. See Leslie Shepard, ed., Encyclopedia of Occultism & Parapsychology (De- 
troit: Gale Research, 1984), s.v. “slate writing,” qtd. in Joe Nickell, “Abraham Lincoln: 
An Instance of Alleged ‘Spirit Writing,”’ at Committee for Skeptical Inquiry, www.csicop. 
org./sb/ 2004-09/ . 
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nize under the law of the Territory— Bro Smith & I talked the matter 
over and we concluded to ask Bro [James] Jack for further informa- 
tion. 

[April 20, 1 888; Friday ] After lunch 1 called on Miss Susan B Anthony 
at Her room in the Riggs House for some of the numbers of the 
“Womens Tribune” which I had not got, and spent about half an 
hour with her in conversation on Utah and Womans progress. She 
knew Dr [Ellen Brooke] Ferguson and related how she talked to her 
last year on the subject of polygamy— as she said, “gave her quite a go- 
ing over.” She is very earnest in the cause of women. 

[April 23, 1888; Monday] He [Joseph F. Smith] goes to New York this 
afternoon on the Emigration business— the former contract with the 
Huntington Company having failed as they are taking their steamers 
off the Ocean. They however make further propositions as to our 
people. 

[April 28, 1888; Saturday] This is the 52nd anniversary of my wife 
Elizabeths birthday. I feel to bless her with every blessing for she has 
been a true and faithful wife to me and mother to her children. I pray 
that she may be spared many years to enjoy life when we can have 
that freedom which belongs to us. I hope she is enjoying herself to- 
day with her children at home. Bro [John T.] Caine went to Philadel- 
phia to attend the ceremony of launching some Government war 
vessels & returned at 9 p.m. I went to Mount Vernon this morning 
on the steamer W. W. Corcoran, leaving Washington [D.C.] at 10 
oclock. After a pleasant sail down the Potomac some 16 miles, call- 
ing at Alexandria and Fort Washington, we arrived at 12 m. I had my 
likeness taken in a group of visitors— passed through the building 
where General [George] Washington lived. Also through the other 
buildings— the kitchen, stables, greenhouse gardens & grounds. Saw 
the old tomb, also the new tomb where the remains of the General & 
his wife are laid. 

[April 29, 1888; Sunday] Spent the morning with Bro [Joseph F.] 
Smith in conversation on Railroad & Emigration matters, and of our 
labors here. I had a nice talk with Bro Smith on my labors for the past 
3 years. 

[May 4, 1888; Friday] This afternoon I missed my Pistol from the 



drawer, and told Mrs Tolty about it. She told Mr Tolty & they went to 
work enquiring about it. And found that their son Blake had taken it 
and loaned it to a Negro who wanted one to shoot thieves as he had 
lost some harness &c. So 1 got my pistol back this evening. 

[May 12, 1888; Saturday] I went to 1808 [Massachusetts Avenue] with 
a telegram for Bro. [Joseph F.] Smith and while there he told me that 
himself— the brethren & sister Richards purposed leaving 1808 in a 
few days for new quarters near to us as Bro [John W.J Young pur- 
posed leaving Salt Lake City on the 16th & to be at Washington 
[D.C.] on the 20th and he intended to have that house with his family 
presumably for [the benefit of] Utah. Bro Smith also told me that 
himself, Bros [Charles W.J Penrose, [George F.J Gibbs & F[ranklin] S 
Richards & wife purposed leaving for home about the 1st of June 
next and I would remain with Bro [John T.J Caine. Fie also said that 
our Emigration business had been arranged all right and the Saints 
would cross the Sea by the Guion Company Steam ships and the land 
by the K[en]nesaw [Georgia] Route same as last year and the U[nion] 
P[acific] & D[enver] & R[io] G[rande]. 6 That my services may be 
needed after he leaves with the emigration. I expressed my willing- 
ness to do anything required of me. 

[May 16, 1888; Wednesday 7 Bro Jos. F. Smith called on me this morn- 
ing and asked me to accompany him to the Jewish Temple on 8th 
above H Street to attend the confirmation services of the Washing- 
ton Hebrew Congregation. Rabbi Stern officiated. We saw a portion 
of their regular services and the Ark or receptacle for the Book con- 
taining the Law of the Lord through Moses. We saw the book, which 
is rolled on two rollers, from which the Rabbi read the Hebrew. The 
men all wear their hats during the service. We were furnished with a 


6 Officially the Liverpool and Great Western Steamship Company Limited, the 
Guion Line had served Mormon immigrants since 1868, transporting more than 40,000 
Mormons across the Atlantic. See Conway B. Sonne, Saints on the Seas: A Maritime His- 
tory of Mormon Migration, 1830-1890 (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1983), 
116-19. Initially the immigrants had arrived in New Orleans and traveled by boat to St. 
Louis, but with the expansion of rail lines New York had became a more cost-effective 
destination until the immigration officers there began limiting and taxing the Mor- 
mon influx— upon which LDS agents sought a more hospitable port in Norfolk. From 
there, the immigrants continued by rail through Georgia and Tennessee and then 
west. See Fred E. Woods, “Norfolk and the Mormon Folk: Latter-day Saint Immigra- 
tion through Old Dominion (1887-90),” Mormon Historical Studies (Fall 2003): 73-91. 
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programme of the confirmation exercises, which were very impres- 
sive. There were 13 young ladies and 2 young men confirmed— each 
of them spoke on a subject prepared and acquitted themselves very 
well. At the point of blessing by the parents, each one of the 
confirmants came from the stand to the pew where their father & 
mother sat and, kissing each, received their blessing. I shed tears of 
joy, my heart was so full I could not help it. I found Bro Smith in same 
condition, also many others in the congregation. It was a very touch- 
ing scene. At the conclusion of the services 1 felt to say give me the 
honest integrity of Judaism in preference to apostate Christianity as 
practiced to-day.' 

This afternoon at the request of Bro Smith I went to their new 
lodgings and assisted Bro [George F.] Gibbs in getting through with 
some work he had on hand. 

[May 20, 1888; Sunday >7 After meeting while the brethren were all to- 
gether Brest Smith said he would like to have our likenesses taken in 
a group as we have all been here laboring and may not be together 
again in this city and before going home he wanted the group taken. 
This seemed to meet the minds of the brethren and Bro [John T. | 
Caine was requested to see to it and make the necessary arrange- 
ments. We spent the evening at Bro [Franklin S.] Richards room on 
42nd Street [1J808 in conversation on various topics, and considered 
the bill before Congress for the appointment of a 14th Judge for 
Utah. Some amendments, to be submitted to the committee of the 
House having the bill in [their] charge, were presented and agreed 
upon. We expect that our meeting this afternoon will be the last one 
at 1808. 

[May 21, 1888; Monday] Prest [Joseph F.J Smith called on me to ac- 

? Smith recorded identical feelings: "It was too much to resist the sympathetic 
tear. The Ten Commandments were strictly enjoined, great stress being laid on the ne- 
cessity of purity and chastity, and obedience to parents. I said in my heart, give me Ju- 
daism in preference to hollow mockery of modern Christianity. I saw some of the 
most beautiful children's faces I ever beheld, and all the proverbial characteristics of 
the modern Jew were lost to view in the solemn thoughts of the seed of Abraham. Un- 
dying devotion to Judaism, and to faith in the One God, were pledged by the children 
in the most solemn manner. I felt it was a worthy example for my own children, and 
those of the Saints, who not only should embrace Judaism, but inseparably connected 
therewith, true Christianity. Christ was a Jew” (qtd. in Joseph Fielding Smith, Life of Jo- 
seph F. Smith , Sixth President of the Church of Jesus Ch rist of Latter-day Saints, 2d ed. [Salt 
Lake City: Deseret Book, 1969], 293). 
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company him to the Baptist Church to find out about their meetings 
and when they propose to adjourn, also to get what information we 
can respecting the communication which was presented last Thurs- 
day in regard to the Mormon question. We got the address of the 
committee who has the paper in charge and learned that Baptist 
meetings will adjourn to-morrow evening. 

[May 24, 1888; Thursday] I called on Bro [Joseph F.] Smith, [Charles 
W.] Penrose, [Franklin S.] Richards & [George F.] Gibbs this morn- 
ing at their rooms— arranged with Bro Smith to go to the laying of the 
corner stone of the Catholic Cathedral University this afternoon if it 
did not rain. It rained so hard that we did not deem it wisdom to go 
out & get wet. Most of the proceedings were dispensed with in conse- 
quence of the rain. I walked out with Bro Smith this evening. He 
bought 3 books— Dantes Inferno & Paradise— for $1 1.50 & presented 
them to me. He also bought the same work & other books for himself. 

[May 25, 1888; Friday] Bro John. W. Young called for a few minutes. 
He returned from Utah last night [and] he is looking well. I called at 
Mr Davis Studio, Photographer, 723 7th St. He will take our group at 
8 00 p[e]r dozen or $1500 for 2 dozen 8x10 plate[s]. Bro [John T.] 
Caine found that Prince charges $1400 per dozen and 100 each ex- 
tra. Mr Davis took my picture as an experiment. I went to the Capitol 
this evening. The House in session, I stayed an hour while they were 
considering Pension bills. 

[May 28, 1888; Monday] I went with Bro Smith to & through the 
Smithsonian Institute and a part of the National Museum this after- 
noon. 

[May 29, 1888; Tuesday] It was decided that our photos be taken at 
C[harles] Parkers & that sisters Caine & [Emily S.J Richards be of the 
party at 12.30 p.m. We met at the gallery, had 3 sittings for a group of 
8[:J Prest Smith, John 8 T. Caine & wife, F[ranklin] S Richards & wife, 
C[harles] W Penrose, L. John Nuttall & Geo F Gibbs. 

[May 30, 1888; Wednesday] I was at Bro [Joseph F.J Smith & [George 
F.] Gibbs rooms part of this morning at 12 m. Walked down with 

8 “John” is written over “Bro”. 


254 


Utah for Statehood &c 


Bros Smith & [John T.] Caine to [Charles] Parkers to look at the 
proofs of our group. Met Bros [Charles W.] Penrose, [Franklin S.] 
Richards & Gibbs there. We passed upon the one considered the 
best. My likeness is good in all of them. 

[June 2, 1888; Saturday / Wen I to the Baltimore] & P[otomac] depot. 
Saw them all on the train and they left at 1030 a.m., all feeling well. 
Bro Caine accompanied [t]h[e]m to Baltimore. Bro John W & Sister 
Young also Came down to see the party off[:] Bros Smith, Penrose, 
Gibbs, Richards, wife & daughter. 

[June 17, 1888; Sunday] This morning Bro [John T.] Caine & myself 
attended St Pauls Church— Pr[o]stestant Episcopal on 23rd St N.W. 
Here the services are much the same as the Church of England but in 
addition very near as much ceremony at the altar as the Roman Cath- 
olics have— quite a number of candles burning at the Alter.... I went 
to Arlington House, the former residence of the late General [Rob- 
ert E.J Lee. The grounds are now used as the Arlington National 
Cemetry and are very nicely laid out. I walked through them. The 
House is vacant only for the Superintendents quarters. I went 
through the lower rooms and grounds and return[e]d by the lower 
or Alexandria road to Georgetown & by the cars home. 

[June 18, 1888; Monday] It was a very warm day to-day. 1 have felt 
warm all through me and heavily oppressed. I was forced to take off 
my garments— they being woolen, were too warm. I did not feel able 
for work.... Mrs Caine let me have a pair of Bro [John T.] Caines light 
garments which I put on. 

[June 21, 1888; Thursday] The Chicago Republican convention de- 
clared in their platform to-day at Chicago against the Mormons &c. I 
hope that the Lord will declare against them and defeat them in their 
efforts for the Presidency. 9 

[June 26, 1888; Tuesday] Bro F[rank] ] Cannon called on me this 
morning and told me that Prest Woodruff, his father & the brethren 
at home asked very kindly about me on his last arrival at home and 
they expressed gratitude that I was so well in health and spirits.... I 


9 Benjamin Harrison received the presidential nomination. 



walked out this afternoon to Lafayettes Park & saw the delegation 
who are come here to notify Prest G[rover] Cleveland of his nomina- 
tion as President of the U.S. at St Louis as they passed going to the 
White House.... This evening the delegates from the Chicago Con- 
vention returned and were met at the BJaltimore] & PJotomac] Sta- 
tion with a band & several Republicans. They marched to their head- 
quarters on Mass Ave. The entire route lit up with fire works. 

/ June 29, 1888; Friday] At work in my room on speeches. I have a dull, 
lonesome feeling today. 

July 4, 1888; Wednesday] This is observed as a holiday and is very 
quiet, no stir, no excitement of any kind— the boys fire crackers is the 
only change. 

July 6, 1 888; Friday ] This is the anniversary of my birth . I spent a good 
night and arose early in the enjoyment of good health and all my fac- 
ulties. After dressing myself, I bowed myself before the Lord and 
thanked Him for the very many blessings 1 have received at his hands, 
for my wives and children; a knowledge of His power and goodness to 
me; that things are as well with me & mine as they are at present; that I 
still have a name and standing as a Latter-day Saint and am numbered 
with His people, and hope that I am worthy of this title and prayed for 
a continuation of His blessings that I may live to be His servant and 
help to bring about His right[e]ous purposes on the earth and to be 
useful in His Church and Kingdom all my days— and dedicated myself 
to Him for this purpose. After breakfast I went to Mr Chas Parker 477 
Penn Ave. and had my Photo taken on a 1 1x14 plate. He took 3 sit- 
tings— after which I went to Mr. G. W Davis 723 7th St N.W. and had 
my Photo taken cabinet size. He took 2 sittings. I wished to have this 
done on my birthday and hope to have good pictures. 

July 7, 1888; Saturday ]\ wrote a letter to Prest[s] Woodruff, Cannon 
& Smith for Bro [John T.] Caine & this evening made out a telegram 
in cipher to them about the selection of a Chief Justice for Utah. Mr 
Elliott Sandford of New York has been named. It is expected that his 
name & the Associate Justice’s will be sent to the Senate on Monday. 

July 9, 1888; Monday] I see by the Salt Lake Herald of July 4 that the 
Bullion Beck & Champion Mining Cos suits are compromised. I am 


“Utah for Statehood &c” 

very glad of this, but must wait for particulars.... Prest [Grover] 
Cleveland sent the following nominations to the Senate today— 
Elliott Sanford of New York to be Chief Justice and John W Judd of 
Tennessee to be Associate Justice of Utah. These men are both 
highly spoken of a[s] good men and competent Judges. 

[July 10, 1888; Tuesday] A telegram was sent to Bro [James] Jack to 
hurry up on the list of nominees for Probate Judges for President 
[Grover] Clevelands action. Also another asking for particulars in 
the compromise of Church suits 10 a[s] can be got into the papers here 
if desired.... I walked up to Bro F[rank]J Cannons 11 this evening and 
spent an hour & a half in conversation on the political situation and 
on home affairs &c. I had the most agreeable talk with him, [more] 
than with any of the brethren who have been here, and felt glad I had 
called on him. He expects to remain some 10 days yet. 

[July 11, 1888; Wednesday] Reed a letter from Prest Jos F Smith of July 
5th. From him we learn that in the matter of the Church suits they 
are stopped on the agreement of the church to surrender into the 
hands of the Receiver the church property claimed by him to have 
been in the hands of the Trustee-in-Trust just prior to or at the time 
of the Echnunds-Tucker law going into effect, or the equivalent 
thereof in notes, cash & c and litigation to cease, except as to the 
Church farm and one or two other things which are to be tried on 
terms to be stipulated. Atty F[ranklin] S. Richards, and US Dist Atty 
[George] Peters & Marshal [Frank H.] Dyer are coming to Washing- 
ton on this business. 

[July 14, 1888; Saturday] This is the anniversary of my wife Sophia’s 
birthday, and in contemplating, it now being 4 years since we have 

10 It will be remembered that by “Church suits,” Nuttall meant the ongoing fed- 
eral effort to identify and confiscate LDS Church assets, as required by the 1887 
Edmunds-Tucker Act. 

11 The colorful son of George Q. Cannon, Frank J. was famous for assaulting a 
district attorney in 1886 when the D.A. tried to obtain evidence against Frank’s father. 
Frank was also known as a frequent customer at Salt Lake’s brothels, where he was re- 
portedly often inebriated; in 1882 he publicly confessed to having fathered an illegiti- 
mate child. He was nevertheless a respected writer and became editor of the Salt Lake 
Tribune ; an effective Washington, D.C., lobbyist for the LDS Church in the early 1890s; 
and a savvy politician, serving as Utah’s territorial delegate to Congress, 1895-96, and 
U.S. Senator, 1896-98. See Richard S. Van Wagoner and Steven C. Walker, A Book of 
Mormons (Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1982), 45-48. 
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met to enjoy any of our birthdays as a family, 1 realize my lonely posi- 
tion, yet feel thankful to the Lord for His mercies to me and my fam- 
ily during this long time of exile and persecution. 1 feel to bless my 
wife on this day for she has been true and faithful in passing through 
her trials with much fortitude and perseverance, especially in her in- 
experience of such a life and the many bereavements she has had 
during this time. My desires and prayers are that she may be spared 
many years and be permitted to enjoy life with myself and family 
when we shall have that freedom which is our right and to have an 
eternity of joy in the world to come. 

July 17, 1888; Tuesday] Bro F[ranklin] S. Richards called this morn- 
ing— he informed me with regard to the progress of the Church suits 
here at the Dept of Justice as being quite favorable. He says he will 
come and have a good talk with me soon. I went up to Bro F rank Can- 
nons with 2 letters that came to us for him. I found him at home and 
spent an hour in conversation on our affairs and labors here.... I had 
a talk with Bro [John T.] Caine this eveni[n]g, explaining my per- 
sonal feelings as to his manner towards me sometimes and we both 
felt better. 

July 18, 1888; Wednesday] I reed a letter from Prest George Q Can- 
non of the 11th explaining in regard to the compromise of the 
B[ullion] B[eck] & Cfhampion] M[ining] Co and the Eureka Hill Co 
mining matters. 

July 19, 1888; Thursday] Bro Ffranklin] S. Richards called and gave 
me an interesting account of his labors from his arrival at home to 
the present, his negotiations with Mr [George S.] Peters in the 
Church Suit and what was accomplished at home— also of his meet- 
ings and labors with Solic[i]tor General Geo A Jenks here and ex- 
plained the whole affair. Also of his prospects for securing Church 
property. In fact the Soli[ci]t[o]r General has decided to relinquish 
all our Temples, Stake & Ward Meeting Houses to the people and he 
is dispos[e]d to help put other properties into good shape. 

July 21, 1888; Saturday] I went to the Capitol with Bro [John T.J 
Caine to hear the closing remarks and see the vote taken on the Mills 
Tariff bill. I got a seat in the Executive Gallery and saw & heard the 
proceedings. The members acted at times like a howling mob.... Bro 
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Ffranklin] S. Richards called this evening and 1 walked out with him. 
He explained to me in detail of his labors since we last met and the 
good results he has accomplished and with which he is satisfied— all 
of which gave me much pleasure. He purposes leaving for home in 
the morning. He promised to talk with Bros [Frank ).] Cannon & [Jo- 
seph F.] Smith about counsel for me on my return. I left him with the 
best of feelings. 

/ July 22, 1888; Sunday] I called on F[rank] J Cannon & wife at their 
room and had a good talk. Bro Cannon explained to me his labors 
which were very satisfactory. He feels satisfied and looks for good re- 
sults from his being here. 

[July 25, 1888; Wednesday ] One year ago to-day President John Taylor 
died and I was very sick with him. 

[July 29, 1888; Sunday] Went with Bro [John T.J Caine & daughter to 
St Johns Church, Lafayette Square, and heard the Rev Clinton 
Locke preach. He is from Chicago. He was a good speaker & deliv- 
ered a good discourse on the text “launch out.” This afternoon I at- 
tended the 1st Congregational Church & heard a lad[y] deliver a lec- 
ture on Temperance— she was a very able speaker. She plainly de- 
picted the downfall of this nation if they did not repent & turn to the 
Lord. 

[August 1, 1888; Wednesday] Bro [John T.J Caine told me this evening 
that Marshal [Frank HJ Dyer said arrangements had been made for 
Bro Geo Q Cannon to give himself up and stand a trial for unlawful 
cohabitation. They would dismiss all the indictments & charges but 
one found against him. Bro F[rank] J. Cannon told me of this before 
he left for home, but it was deemed best by his friends here not to do 
so at present. 

[August 4, 1888; Saturday ]\ wrote to Bro F[ranklin] S. Richards in re- 
gard to Prestjohn Taylors Estate & matters and asked him to see the 
administrators and learn if anything should be done before a change 
in the Probate Judgeship takes place. 

[August 7, 1888; Tuesday]! wrote a long letter toPrest [Grover] Cleve- 
land for Bro [John T.J Caine in regard to the names submitted by 
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Gov [Caleb W.] West & others for appointment as Probatejudges in 
Utah, giving a brief on each one. 

[August 16, 1888; Thursday ] The names of ThosJ Brandon for Davis 
[County], John Houston for Garfield [County], John A Marshal for 
Salt Lake [County] and Pardon Dodds for Uintah County, Probate 
Judges, were sent to the Senate today. 

[August 24, 1888; Friday] I reed a letter from Apostle John W Taylor 
pertaining to his fathers estate matters and answerd it. A resolution 
presented a few days ago by Delegate [Fred T.] Dubois of Idaho rela- 
tive to pardons &c granted by Prest [Grover] Cleveland to persons in 
Utah convicted of unlawful cohabitation was expected to be called 
up today in the House of Reps. I wrote out some remarks for Bro. 
[John T.] Caine to make on the same, and went to the Capitol and 
there found that the Resolution was not coming up till tomorrow. I 
then went with Bro Caine to the room of the Senate Committee on 
the Judiciary and obtained the names of 16 nom[in]ations sent by 
Prest Cleveland for Probate Judges in Utah. 

[August 25, 1888; Saturday] I attended at the House [of Representa- 
tives]. Mr Rogers presented a substitute resolution for Mr [Fred T.] 
Dubois & asked that his resolution lie on the table [and] he made a 
few remarks. The resolutions were read and Mr Dubois made re- 
marks for 16 minutes full of vituperation and falsehoods about the 
Mormons &c. Bro [John T.] Caine then followed for 20 minutes, as 
he could not get more time to talk. He was granted by unanimous 
consent to have his remarks printed in the Record. He received 
marked attention and a good feeling prevailed. Some of the Republi- 
can members went over to the Democratic side so as to be near to 
him to hear his remarks and was willing to give him more time. I 
think that much good for our people will come out of this days work. 

[August 29, 1888; Wednesday] This afternoon I went with Bro [John 
T.] Caine to and through the Public Printing building. A man was 
sent around with us to explain. We saw their methods of making ste- 
reotype plates of metal & of clay, the bindery, the manner of marble 
paper. The Congressional Record press prints from a large roller of 
paper 36 pages at one time on both sides, cuts 8c folds the number. I 
was much interested. We afterwards went to the Capitol where I 
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staid in the Members Gallery for awhile listen[in]g to the members & 
then went home. 

[August 31, 1888; Friday] I addressed a number of speeches— wrote 
some public letters, one to Senator Geo F Edmunds & one to Prest 
[Grover] Cleveland in regard to nominations for Probate Judges for 
Utah. 

[ September 1, 1 888; Saturday ] I wrote some public letters— two to Prest 
[Grover] Cl[e]veland on Probate Judge matters of Millard & Sanpete 
Counties, Utah. 

[September 3, 1888; Monday] I wrote some public letters— also an arti- 
cle to Bro Wm Budge for publication in the “Idaho Independent” at 
Paris Idaho about Delegate [Fred] Dubois labors at Washington 
[D.C.]. 1 reed a letter from David McKenzie of Aug[ust] 29th inform- 
ing me of the sale of the Ogden City Railroad Co and wanting to 
know if I want to sell my stock. 

[September 4, 1888; Tuesday] Apostle Moses Thatcher was arrested to- 
night at Logan, charge U[nlawful] C[ohabitation]. 12 

[September 7, 1888; Friday] Apostle M[oses] Thatcher was discharged 
today by [the] US Commission. 

[September 10, 1888; Monday] Prest [Grover] Clev[e]land submitted 
his letter of acceptance this a.m. 

[September 12, 1888; Wednesday] I attended the ratification meeting of 
the Democrats this evening at Albaughs Opera House. Many promi- 
nent people were present. I had a good seat in the centre of the 
Parquette. The House was packed in every part & thousands yet on 
the outside. Brilliant illuminations and firework were being set off- 
rockets, balloons & set pieces— [and] profuse decorations with state & 
national flags &c inside & outside of the Opera House.... Altogether 
this was a grand affair— the first of any such meetings I ever attended. 

12 This caused a stir among fellow general authorities, the First Presidency cen- 
suring Thatcher for resisting arrest. Church leaders had not wanted to draw additional 
attention to plural marriage, knowing the publicity would undermine efforts to 
achieve statehood. 



[September 15, 1888; Saturday] Bro [John T.] Caine reed a telegram 
from Prest Woodruff saying that I was needed at Salt Lake City im- 
mediately and asking if I could be spared and when I could start. We 
concluded that this needed immediate action so I concluded that 1 
could start tonight. After inquiring about the trains leaving here di- 
rect for Chicago, we found that the morning train was the quickest 
one, so I concluded to [g]o by that, and so telegraphed to Prest 
Woodruff. 1 bought me a trunk and set about getting ready to leave, 
and procure my ticket for passage and sleeping berth. I obtained 
$ 1 10.00 from Bro. Caine to pay my expenses home & [for my] board 
here for A this month to date. A 
The Telegram reads as follow, viz. 

“To John T. Caine &c, Sept 14, 1888, 

We need Campbell 1, immediately. Hope you can spar[e] 
him. How soon can he start. Answer. 

Wilford Woodruff.” 

[Septe7)iber 16, 1888; Sunday] Bro [John T.J Caine accompanied me to 
the train and to Washington Junction. We started at 1055 a.m. and 
conversed all the way. Bro Caine explained to me his feelings about 
his renomination as Delegate if wanted for that position by the breth- 
ren. Also referred to Mr A M Gibson’s labors & engagement & what 
he is doing— now writing an article pertaining to the Church Suits &c, 
also about Idaho matters and what he has done & proposes to do 
when Acting Atty Genl [George A.] Jenks returns to Washington, 
also Mr [William L.] Scott & [Eli M.] Barnum when they return with 
him and seem[e]d to realize his loneliness, now being left alone. We 
parted at Washington Junction blessing each other. 

[September 18, 1888; Tuesday] As we traveled I got into conversation 
with Mr John H. Bowen of Denver, Col. He informed me he was well 
acquainted with the Prophet Joseph [Smith] & his Brother Hyrum— 
also with Prests [Brigham] Young, [John] Taylor, Elders [Heber C.] 
Kimball, [the] Pratts, [William?] Smith and all our leading men at 
Nauvoo [Illinois] & Capt [William H.] Hooper, Geo. Q. Cannon, 
H[orace] S Eldredge & many others. He was formerly a Steamboat 
Captain & did much business with our people and went with a party 
to rescue the Prophet & Hyrum but was too late as they were killed at 


13 “Campbell” was clearly Nuttall’s pseudonym. 
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Carthage before the party got there. He informed me that he never 
did business with any people with so much satisfaction as with 
ours— the Latter-day Saints. He said he had read in the morning pa- 
per a telegram setting forth that Apostle George Q Cannon had sur- 
rendered himself to the U.S. District Court in Salt Lake City. I got the 
paper and found such was the case, also that he had been fined on 2 
Indictments for Unlawful Cohabitation with his wives, $450.00, and 
sentenced to 175 days imprisonment & was then in the Penitentiary. 
This was depressing news to me yet I was looking for something of 
the kind & knew Bro Cannons feelings for a long time on this matter, 
and that he A had A fully considered the whole question." 

[September 20, 1888; Thursday] Arrived at Salt Lake City at 11.50p.m. 
1 took a cab at the depot and drove to my Son-in-law Geo A 
Shumways— found himself, my daughter & children well. After rest- 
ing a few minutes I wrote to President Wfilford] Woodruff reporting 
my safe arrival and awaiting further orders from him. 

[September 22, 1888; Saturday] I read the morning paper & wrote up 
my daily journal since the 16th. I traveled 2616 miles from Sunday 
morni[n]g A at 10.55. A 

[September 23, 1888; Sunday] I opened my trunk and distributed my 
picture &c to the family, each of my children & wives having 
one— also distributed what other things I had brought. Leonard & 
Thomas & the children came in the afternoon and we had a good 
time together. 1 had a good opportunity to speak to each of them, 
with my wife Elizabeth. 

[September 24, 1888; Monday] I got ready to leave and about 9 Oclock 
Bro. [Charles H.] Wilcken called for me with a buggy and 1 accompa- 
nied him to Bro. H[iram] B. Clawson’s residence, or that of his wife 
Margaret, where I found Prests Wilford Woodruff, Jos F. Smith, El- 
der Geo. Reynolds & Arthur Winter— all of whom expressed pleasure 

14 Cannon was convicted on the morning of September 17. Woodruff recorded: 
“He was taken into the Pen[i]tentiary by Marshal Dyer, who was accompanied by 
C[harles] W. Wilkin, H[iram] B. Clawson & James Jack. The Marshal told the Warden 
to treat him Kindly. He will have all the Privileges the rules Can afford. We parted in 
good spirits. This leaves me in a Measure alone for 5 Months but I will do the best I 
Can” (Scott G. Kenney, ed., Wilford Woodruff's Journal, 1833-1898, 9 vols. [Midvale, 
Utah: Signature Books, 1983-85], 8:517 [September 17, 1888]). 
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at again seeing me. Bro. Woodruff said, “stand up & let me look at 
you.” After reporting myself, I was informed that my services were 
desired with Prest Woodruff as I had been with Prest Taylor, and as 
Prest Geo Q. Cannon had concluded to give himself up to the Court 
Officers and thus leave Prest Woodruffs company, he suggested 
that I be sent for to return home and thus fill his place. This is why I 
was called to return home in such a hurry. I felt very thankful for such 
a mark of confidence and trust 1 may have health and strength of 
body and mind to perform my new duties again with a view to the ad- 
vancement of the cause of truth & the work of the Church & King- 
dom of God on the earth. This afternoon I entered upon my duties 
and wrote some letters for Bro Woodruff (personal). Prest Canute 
Peterson & Bro. A[nthon] H. Lund of Sanpete called & had some 
conversation on Temple & other matters.... Bro. Reynolds left this 
evening with the purpose of attending to the official business at the 
office or at such places as he did before I left for the East. Bros 
Wilcken & Clawson reported having seen Prest Geo. Q. Cannon 
to-day and he felt first rate. 

[September 25, 1888; Tuesday ] I handed my Photo to Bros Woodruff & 
Smith. Bro. Woodruff is troubled with a stuffing at his stomach— and 
while sitting at the table he said to me, “If you find me dead in my bed 
some morning, I will have died from Asthma. I nearly choked last 
night.” Bro. F[ranklin] S. Richards called on me in regard to the Re- 
served Stock of the B[ullion] B[eck] & C[hampion] M[ining] Co. and 
Geo. J. Taylor’s letter desiring all the certificates of his late Father’s 
Stock in said company. I explained my views on the matter and as he 
was going out to see Bro. Geo. Q, Cannon on this subject, I said I 
would A do A whatever Bro. Cannon desired. 

[September 26, 1888; Wednesday] At 12 oclock I attended the meeting 
of the Counc[i]l of the Apostles in the large front room and pre- 
sented the business and made a record of the same for the Church 
History. There were present Prest W[ilford] Woodruff, Apostles. 
L[orenzo] Snow, F[ranklin] D. Richards, Joseph F. Smith, B[righam] 
Young [Jr.], M[oses] Thatcher & H[eber] J. Grant, also Bps W[illiam] 
B Preston &J[ohn] R. Winder. Much business was attended to dur- 
ing the morning and afternoon sessions. ’ 


15 Heber J. Grant recorded: "Report of Committee, Thatcher, Richards, and 
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Sister Emily Richards called this evening and represented to 
Prests Woodruff & Elders Smith & Thatcher her labors in the Day 
Nursery & Orphans Home and what others are doing for that insti- 
tution and asked for some assistance. $2500 in Produce was appro- 
priated. 

Prest Wm Budge called with Bro C[harles] W Nibley— Bro Budge 
having returned from Washington DC this evening. He reported his 
labors to Bros Woodruff & Smith and left after a short time in con- 
versation with me. Bro Smith informed me of the success of his mis- 
sion East, that is Bro Bfudge], and $15000 was appropriated to pay 
his expenses. Prest Woodruff signed a certificate to-day of the shares 
belonging to the Church in the Deseret Telegraph Company to Re- 
ceiver Frank H. Dyer, as Receiver for the Church. 

[September 27, 1888; Thursday] The Council of Apostles met at 1030 
a. m., also in the afternoon, which meetings I attended & took the re- 
cord thereof. Bro. [George] Reynolds was also present part of the 
time. There were present as on yesterday— adjourned till Tuesday 
next at 2 p.m. 

I spoke to Prest Woodruff respecting Peter W. Cownover [?] of 
Provo obtaining his Second Anointings. He told me to write to him 
informing him that he can have those blessings upon submitting his 
recommend properly signed. 

I got out a lengthy telegram in cipher from Atty F[ranklin] S. 
Richards to Hon John T Caine at Washington [D.C.] respecting the 
Church Suits. 

Elder B[righam] H Roberts recently returned from Liverpool 
Eng[lan]d having been engaged in compiling a work for publication 
on the First principles of the Gospel, and desiring to submit his 
manuscript to Prest Woodruff or whomsoever he shall designate, was 
sent for and Prest Jos F. Smith was appointed to examine his work. lh 


Winder, on John W. Young’s letter about Banking, Democratic Clubs etc. Rep[or]t set 
forth the fact that any of the brethren were at liberty to engage in Banking as per reso- 
lution passed some weeks ago at on[e] of our meetings. Did not favor a change from 
People’s Party to the Democratic Party. Had no objections to organizing clubs for 
teaching democratic principles. Recommended that we make no investment in the 
New York Star” (Grant, Diary, Sept. 26, 1888, typescript in D. Michael Quinn Papers, 
Special Collections, Beinecke Library, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut; origi- 
nal in Archives, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah). 

16 Roberts had compiled these essays as editor of the Latter-day Saints' Millennial 
Star, which were subsequently published by the Mutual Improvement Association un- 


[September 28, 1888; Friday] Bro [Hiram B.] Clawson called and ex- 
plained to me that the B[ullion] B[eck] & C[hampion] M[ining] Co 
did not wish to longer hold the property (mines) contracted for from 
Mr Deprezen & wife and as the deed was make to me, he asked me to 
make a deed back to Mr Duprezen & wife, which I did this morning 
and handed to Bro. Clawson— I asked Bro [James] Jack for a state- 
ment of my account on the Trustee-in-Trusts books and find that I 
have a credit of over $ 1000.00. Bro. W[illiam] C. Spence called and I 
had a nice chat with him. 

Prests Woodruff & Smith met with sister Zina D. H. Young this 
evening and examin[e]d some specimens of the grain raised by our 
brethren in Alberta, Canada— which were very nice. 

[October 2, 1888; Tuesday ] \ wrote out a letter for Prestjos F Smith to 
Sister Susa Y. Gates on the Sandwich Islands. I wrote to Geo. J. Tay- 
lor on Prest John Taylor’s Estate business, in reply to a letter from 
him to Geo. Reynolds. I attended a meeting of the Council of Apos- 
tles at 12 m. A undl 530 p.m. A [and] presented the business and Kept 
the record. I met with Bro. John Henry Smith who had returned 
from a trip to Arizona last evening. He is well in health and spirits. I 
met Bro. John Sharp to-day. He appeared pleased to see me. 

The settlement of the Church Suit causes much labor and anxi- 
ety. US Dist Atty [George S.] Peters & Rece[i]ver [Frank H.] Dyer 
seem determined to put every obstacle in the way of having the case 
go to the US Supreme Court this fall. Rather than such a thing shall 
be [accomplished because of delays], the Council of Apostles de- 
cided to-day to pay the cash instead 1 ' of Horned slock of which Mr 
Dyer has been raising some objections— so that to complete the set- 
tlement by next Saturday, the stipulated time, some $225,000.00 in 
cash must be raised to hand to the Receiver. Suitable arrangements 
have been entered into to obtain this amount of money from the 
Banks— our own Banks first. 

[October 3, 1888; Wednesday] I signed a power of Attorney for Bro. 


der the title, The Gospel. It was used for many years as reading for youth (M.I.A.) and 
priesthood classes and by missionaries. See Gary James Bergera, ed.. The Autobiography 
of B. H. Roberts (Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1990), 172. The principle reason Rob- 
erts was sent to England was to evade federal marshals. See John Sillito, ed., History’s 
Apprentice: The Diaries of B. H. Roberts (Salt Lake City: Signature Books and Smith-Pettit 
Foundation, 2004), xxv-xxvi, 185-86. 

17 The word “instead” is written over “for”. 
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Thos. G. Webber to vote for me at the Stockholders Meeting of 
Z.C.M.I. on Friday, October 5th 1888, for Election of officers and 
A on A the business before the meeting. It was decided this evening for 
a meeting to be called, of a number of our monied men to talk over 
the matter of procuring the cash to meet die settlement of the 
Church Suit at the Historians Office tomorrow morning at 9 30 
oclock. I wrote out notices for this purpose and sent them to Brojas 
Jack for distribution. 

[October 4, 1888; Thursday] Prest Woodruff went to the Historians of- 
fice at 9.30 a.m. to attend the meeting called on last night and re- 
turned at 1 1.30 a.m. 1 wrote answers to three letters for Prest Wood- 
ruff— 1 to Samuel Roskelly, Logan, & 1 to Jas G. Bleak, St George, A & 
1 to Sam[ue]l W. Richards. A 

[October 5, 1888; Friday] We learn by letter from Prest Geo Teasdale 
that Mr George Ramsden and wife A of Liverpool, Engd A purpose 
making a visit to America & to Salt Lake City and he asks for an inter- 
view with Elders Jos F & John Henry Smith and other brethren on 
Emigration matters &c. A telegram was sent to him to New York on 
his arrival there. Mr Ramsden is Guion & Co agent at Liverpool & for 
many years has attended to the emigration of our people. 

The Semi-Annual conference convened at the Large Tabernacle 
at 10 a.m. to-day, apostle Lorenzo Snow presiding. 

President Woodruff attended the Stockholders meeting of 
Z.C.M.I. at the Companys office at 2 p.m. 

Bro C[harles] H. Wilcken told me that Prest George Q. Cannon 
had sent word to me that he thought suitable arrangements could be 
made for me to be arrested and to be acquitted, so that I could have 
my freedom. I sent word to Bro. Cannon that I was willing, but it was 
deemed best for me not to do anything in that matter, while the 
church suits are yet pending. I will however [prepare] by trying to 
shape my affairs to that end.... 

Prest Woodruff & Jos. F. Smith attended a meeting at the Histo- 
rians office this evening at which the Aposdes, Attorneys F[ranklin] S 
Richards, LeGrand Young, [Benjamin] Sheeks & [Joseph S.] Rawlins 
and Hon [James O.] Broadhead were present. On the business of the 
Church Suits, they were in session from 9.30 to 12 p.m., word having 
been received from the Solicitor General at Washington D.C. and it 
being desirous to be ready to close up this business before the Su- 
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preme Court of this Territory to-morrow. Bro Smith related to me 
the proceedings of the meeting. From which I am sorry to hear of the 
dissatisfied course pursued by Elder Moses Thatcher and apparent 
disunion in the council— which I have noticed on several occasions, 
both before I went East and since my return. I went to bed having 
fears in my own mind, as to his integrity for the welfare of the Church 
and Kingdom. In that financial matters have more weight with him & 
Bro. H[eber] J. Grant than the things of the Kingdom. 18 

[October 6, 1888; Saturday] Bpjohn R. Winder called & reported that 
he had made satisfactory arrangements for the delivery of the 
Church Sheep, 30,000, to the Receiver, Marshal [Frank FT.] Dyer, and 
got the receipt.... 

Bro F[ranklin] S. Richards called and reported that the Terr. Su- 
preme Court had appointed Mr Sprague to take testimony respect- 
ing the amount of compensation the Receiver should have for his 
services in the Church Suits— also that the Supreme Court had ad- 
journed till Monday next at 11 a.m. 

[ October 7, 1888; Sunday ]\ dedicated a bottle of oil and administered 
to [my son] Leonards son L. John, also to [my grandson] George A., 
Elizabeth Anns baby, and spent a very agreeable day with so many of 
my family. Joseph & Geo. A. Shumway accompanied me to the Flisto- 
rian’s office at 9 oclock. 

Prests Woodruff & Smith attended a meeting with the Twelve 
and Presidents of stakes at the Presidents office at 4 p.m. Bro Geo 
Reynolds attended for me at my request. 

[October 8, 1888; Monday] Elder F[ranklin] S. Richards called and re- 
ported that the Supreme Court had met this morning and had ren- 
dered a decree in the Church Suits on the statements prepared by 


18 While Nuttall was in Washington, D.C., tensions had escalated. Over a period 
of four days, for example, the Quorum of Twelve had heard charges leveled by the 
“younger Brethren” at George Q. Cannon, continuing their criticism of him following 
the death of John Taylor (Kenney, ed., Wilford Woodruffs Journal, 8:289-91 [March 
20-23, 1888]). Moses Thatcher would never fully reconcile with Cannon and the other 
brethren and was eventually dropped from the quorum in 1896 for refusal to comply 
with the church-imposed Political Manifesto. See Edward Leo Lyman, “The Alienation 
of an Apostle from His Quorum: The Moses Thatcher Case,” Dialogue: A Journal of 
Mormon Thought 18 (Summer 1985): 67-91; Kenneth W. Godfrey, “Moses Thatcher in 
the Dock: His Trials, the Aftermath, and His Last Days ''Journal of Mormon History 24 
(Spring 1998): 55-88. 
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the Attorney on our side, the U.S. Pros[ecuting] Atty having been 
A so A instructed by the Solicitor General, and also that the appeal had 
been granted to the U.S. Supreme Court so that the case is now 
closed so far as the Court in Utah is concerned, although there are 
some other cases yet to be called up & heard and decided upon— viz. 
the Gardo House, Historians Office, Tithing Offices & grounds and 
Church Farm.... 

Prest Woodruff met at the residence of Elder F[ranklin] S. Rich- 
ards this evening with Col. Jas. O. Broadhead & wife, one of our 
church attorneys, before their departure for the East, and had an en- 
joyable interview. 

[October 9, 1888; Tuesday] I wrote out for Prest Jos F Smith in a book 
of his the questions and answers on the fundamental teachings ofju- 
daism, which I obtained in Washington D.C.... 

Bro Cfharles] W. Penrose called & staid a short time— we talked 
on High Councils & Bro M[oses] Thatchers remarks on the same at 
conference, which we did not consider as correct. 

[October 10, 1888; Wednesday] At 1030 I attended a meeting of the 
Council of Apostles in the front room of the Gardo House. Present 
Prest W. Woodruff, apostles Lforenzo] Snow, F[ranklin] D. Rich- 
ards, B[righam] Young [Jr.], Jos F Smith, MJoses] Thatcher, John 
HJenry] Smith & HJeber] J Grant, Bps [William B.] Preston, [Robert 
T.] Burton & [John R.] Winder. 1 presented the business and made a 
record of the business done and wrote to Bro Arther Stayner on his 
sugar business. 

[October 11, 1888; Thursday] Sister Zina D. H. Young Smith was 
blessed and set apart as President of the Relief Society of the Church 
under the hands of Prest W[ilford] Woodruff & Apostles F[ranklin] 
D Richards & Jos F Smith, Prest Woodruff mouth. 19 

Sister Jane S. Richards was blessed and set apart as first coun- 
selor to Sister Zina by the same brethren. Elder Jos. F. Smith mouth. 

Sister Bathsheba W. Smith was blessed and set apart as second 
counselor to Sister Zina, Elder F[ranklin] D. Richards mouth. 

Sister Emeline B. Wells was blessed and set apart as Corre- 

19 Six months earlier in April, Zina Diantha Huntington Young had been sus- 
tained at LDS general conference as Relief Society president. 
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sponding Secretary for the Relief Society by the same brethren, Prest 
Woodruff mouth. 

After which Prest Woodruff gave these sisters some counsel re- 
specting the storing and loaning of Wheat. They might loan their 
Wheat to the Presiding Bishopric of the church & take receipts for 
the same or to other Bishops of Wards provided they get good secu- 
rity for the same. 2 " 

Prest C[harles] I. Robson of Mesa, Arizona, called & gave a re- 
port of the Saints in his [Maricopa] stake. 

[October 12, 1888; Friday] I wrote a long letter to Prest Geo. Q. Can- 
non for Prest Woodruff giving him the proceeding of the Council 
Meeting & the general news. 

Bro Wm Budge & C[harles] W Nibley called in, having just ar- 
rived from Blackfoot, Idaho, where they have been attending to the 
case on the Idaho Test Oath &c. 21 They look for a favorable decision, 
the case having been heard and submitted to the Court. 

The political situation of some of our people in A Uintah Go, A 
Wyoming, was called up, and it was proposed to leave the matter of 
voting to Bro. Budge’s best judgment, having in view the welfare of 
our tried and true friends. 

Elder F[ranklin] D Richards was requested to write to Messrs 
Bancroft in behalf of Bro James Dwyer as [a]n Agent in the Sale of 
their History of Utah. 

Prest Budge & Bro Nibley asked counsel in case the decision of 
the Idaho Court should be adverse, and they suggested as a last re- 
sort the idea of disorganizing the Stakes and wards of the Church in 
Idaho for a term of 3 weeks or a month for the purpose of enabling 
the voters to register and cast their votes and thus reorganize again, 
to do this openly and let it be known and understood why it was 
done. Bro Nibley was requested to See Messrs [Benjamin] Sheeks & 
[Joseph S.] Rawlings and ask their legal opinion on such a measure. It 
was also decided to call the Apostles together at 6.30 this evening to 
consider this question. 

20 For more on the Relief Society and grain storage, see Jessie L. Embry, “Grain 
Storage: The Balance of Power between Priesthood Authority and Relief Society Au- 
tonomy,” Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought 15 (Winter 1982): 59-66. 

21 In Idaho polygamists were barred from voting unless they disavowed all but 
their legal wife. H. W. “Kentucky” Smith received credit for writing the test oath, 
which passed during the 30th Session and became law on February 3, 1885. 
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At 6.30 p.m. Prest W[ilford] Woodruff, Apostles Bfrigham] 
Young [Jr.], Jos F. Smith, John HJenry] Smith & HJeber] J. Grant, Atty 
F[ranklin] S. Richards, Elder CJharles] WNibley, [and] LJohnNuttall 
met to consider the question of disorganizing the Stakes & Wards of 
the Church in Idaho as submitted by Prest Budge & Bro Nibley. Bro 
Nihley reported that Sheeks and Rawlins thought the move would be 
a good one & favored it. Atty Richards was not in favor of it, thought 
it would have a bad effect and the Courts would rule against it. Other 
propositions were submitted & the matter fully considered. Elder 
H[eber] J Grant moved[:] If the people are driven to the necessity, 
that all members of the church in Idaho who are entitled to vote have 
our consent to withdraw their membership in the Ward where they 
reside, and after they have voted when they apply for membership 
they can again be received, provided that the Governor of the Terri- 
tory will exercise the pardoning power in all cases, should any of the 
brethren be convicted for registering and voting. Sec[onded] by El- 
der Jos F. Smith and carried unanimously. Adjourned. 

Prest Woodruff informed Elder Jos F. Smith & myself that he 
purposed taking a trip for a few days for recreation, to start on Mon- 
day, so that he would not be with us until his return, and he wished us 
to keep the business going and change our quarters for a few days. 

[October 15, 1888; Monday] A letter was re[ceive]d from Apostle 
Ffrancis] M. Lyman of Oct[ober] 1 at Lee’s Creek, Alberta Co., Can- 
ada, explaining the favorable prospects of the people there. 

Also a report from Apostle Bfrigham] Young [Jr.] of his labors in 
the San Juan River settlements. 

The funeral services over the remains of Sister H[eber] M Wells 
were held at her late residence, the next house to where I am now 
stopping. I saw several of the Saints whom I have not seen for years, I 
looking through the window. Bro. John W. Young & wife & Sister 
John T Caine were there. 

[October 16, 1888; Tuesday] A letter was reed from Apostle F[rancis] 
M Lyman at Albert[a] Co., Canada, giving the organization of the 
“Card” Ward named after the founder Prest C[harles O.] Card. 

I received a note from Elder Jos F. Smith informing me that he 
would be with me this evening & explaining why he did not come be- 
fore. He did not know the place & no person that did had gone for 
him. 



[October 17, 1888; Wednesday] Bp Win D. JohnsonJr. and his father 
Wm D. Johnson, having come up from Diaz, Chihuahua, Mexico, 
called and submitted the wishes of the Saints at Diaz to obtain 
$27,500.00 to purchase a tract of land adjoining their present loca- 
tion containing 22,000 acres. They had a plat of the land & made full 
explanations. They wish to see Prest W[ilford] Woodruff & the apos- 
tles on this matter. It was suggested that they confer with apostles 
[Moses] Thatcher, J[ohn] H[enry] Smith & [Heber J.] Grant & 
Bishops [William B.] Preston, [Robert T.] Burton & [John R.] 
Winder and explain their wishes and prospects so that when Prest 
Woodruff returns they can report. 

Elder F[ranklin] S. Richards called attention to the course of 
W[arren] N Dusenberry & [Samuel R.[ Thurman & others of Provo 
in calling & holding their Democratic meetings, which will have a 
tendency to divide the People’s Party at the November election." 2 
Bro Winder & others want to meet with the Apostles, that some ac- 
tion may be taken in the matter. It was decided to call a meeting for 
Monday evening next at 7 oclock at the Presidents office. 

[October 18, 1888; Thursday] Elder H[eber] J Grant called this after- 
noon & staid awhile in conversation. 

Elder F[ranklin] S. Richards called this evening and talked of the 
Literary & Scientific Assn, the Council House Corner & Museum 
Lot. I expressed myself freely & hoped the Council House corner 
would be preserv[e]d in the interest of the people. To me it is sacred 
ground 8c should not be sold, or otherwise disposed of, that the 
saints cannot have any benefit from it. I told him of Prest Taylor’s 
wishes as to a kind of building he would like there &c. 

[October 19, 1888; Friday] A telegram was reed from Hon John T. 
Caine at Washington [D.C.] announcing the adjournment of the 
Congress for tomorrow, Saturday. A telegram was sent to him to re- 
main there till after Monday next and in the meantime confer with 
the Leaders of the Democratic Party as to how much money they ex- 
pect from Utah, if any, for the Campaign. Bro John W Young having 
reported that they want $25.000. 00. ~ >! 

22 Mormon Democrats nominated Thurman their candidate for Congress. The 
Salt Lake Tribune dubbed the political movement “Sagebrush Democracy." See B. H. 
Roberts, A Comprehensive History of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 6 vols. 
(Salt Lake City: Deseret News, 1930), 6:280-81; Lyman, Political Deliverance, 102-03. 
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Bro John R. Winder called & conversed about the Political situa- 
tion in Utah, the new Democratic Party & the November Election, 
W[arren] N Dusenberry, Sfamuel] R Thurman & others of Provo 
being determin[e]d to carry their point of electing a Delegate to 
Congress. 

[October 22, 1888; Monday] A telegram was reed from Hon John T 
Caine on money matters to the Democratic National Campaign 
fund. He would be at New York for answer as to how much would be 
sent. A telegram was sent him saying have $15.00000 & if J[ohn] W 
Young pays his part as promised [they] will have $20,000.... 

Prests Woodruff and Smith attended a meeting of the Apostles 
& others at the Presidents office this evening at 7 oclock. 

There were present Prest W. Woodruff, Apostles 21 L[orenzo] 
Snow, Joseph F. Smith, MJoses] Thatcher & H[eber] J Grant, Bps 
R[obert] T. Burton &John R Winder, F[ranklin] S. Richards, C[harles] 
W. Penrose, S[amuel] R Thurman, W[arren] N Dusenberry, Wm H 
King & Bp W[illiam] D Johnson Jr. 

The subject of the organization of the Democratic Party by 
Thurman & others was called up, and talked over, after which it was 
concluded that a mistake had been made. These brethren had good 
motives in thus organizing but they should not now continue & thus 
jeopardize the People’s Party. These brethren were willing to desist 
& do the best they can honorably to get out. 

Idaho affairs & the rulings ofjudge [Charles H.] Berry were next 
considered. As some of our brethren have registered they are now in 
jeopardy of prosecution for petjury. The meeting deemed it proper 
to consent to the request of such who are thus in jeopardy to tempo- 


23 According to the First Presidency Office Journal, Oct. 19, 1888, typescript in 
Quinn Papers, original in LDS Archives: “The following telegram was sent to him 
[John T. Caine] in cipher, viz: 

John W. Young states leaders [of the] Democratic party think we should 
contribute twenty live thousand to the campaign. Prest Woodruff thinks he 
should have it direct from them or through one in whom he has more con- 
fidence regarding money matters. Prest Woodruff absent, will be home 
Monday, when conclusion might be reached. We think $25,000 is more 
than we can raise in [our] present state of finances, owing to the suits, but 
are willing to do our best. Will you see what do they expect of us and let us 
know. Wait till Prest Woodruff returns. 

Joseph F. Smith 
James Jack 

“Apostles” is written over “Elders”. 
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rarily withdraw their fellowship from the “Church Organization” 
with the understanding if they show in evidence that they have with- 
drawn from the “Church Organization” the Governor has promised 
to pardon them if they are convicted of perjury. 

Bro C[harles] W Penrose was appointed to visit the Counties 
wherein our people reside in Southern Idaho and aid them in their 
political affairs. 

Bp W[illiam] D Johnson Jr submitted his business for the Mexi- 
can Mission at Diaz. Elder Moses Thatcher was, in connection with 
Bp Johnson, 25 appointed to take such steps as they can to raise the 
money to purchase some 22,000 acres of land more or less, which is 
now offered at 1.25 an acre hut which it is thought can be purchased 
for $20,000 cash down. The meeting adjourned at 1 oclock a.m. & 
Prests Woodruff & Smith returned. 

[October 23, 1888; Tuesday] A telegram was reed from John T Caine at 
New York saying Leaders say do the best you can, as near $25,000 as 
you can will be satisfactory. 

Bro John W. Young failed to pay his promised amount. 

The question of the propriety of Bro John W. Young being con- 
sidered as authorized to act for and in behalf of the Church in Finan- 
cial, State and Political matters with the leaders of the National Dem- 
ocratic Committee and others in the East was talked over by Prests 
Woodruff, Smith and myself and it was decided to send to Hon. John 
T. Caine at New York $20,000 by telegraph tomorrow morning, also 
to request him to inform the proper parties who sends this money 
and of the position of Bro John W Young as not being authorized to 
act for the church &c. 2b 


25 The word “was” is repealed here. 

26 According lo the First Presidency Officejournal, Oct. 23, 1888: “At 6 p.m. the 
following telegram was received. 

New York, 23 Oct/88 

To Prest W[ilford] Woodruff 

Have seen leaders. They say do the best you can— as near 25,000 as you can 
will be satisfactory. They wish you to telegraph money to me through 
Kountz immediately. Time short. I will wait for your answer. 

J[ohn] T. Caine. 

The source continues: “Bro John W. Young having promised to advance one 
fifth of the amount to be sent East, Bros [Heber J.] Grant & [James] Sharp proposed 
to call upon him for $5,000. This evening Bro Sharp reported that himself & Bro 
Grant had met with Bro Young but he had not let them have the money.” 
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[October 24, 1888; Wednesday] Bro. Cfharles] W. Nibley called and re- 
ported affairs in Idaho, and suggested the propriety of someone go- 
ing to Washington to report the action of Judge [Charles H.] Berry in 
the Idaho cases and solicit assistance through the administration 
should our people vote to hold the Territory for the Democratic 
Party. It was decided that Bro. Wm Budge go as soon as possible. 

Prest Woodruff reed a letter from Elder Morgan Richards Jr of 
Parowan setting forth that a young man, Wm C. McGregor of Colo- 
rado, had been to the Temple at Logan and was married there & ob- 
tained his Endowments. While there on being asked if he was an El- 
der, he answered yes, believing he had been so ordained— but on visit- 
ing his fathers house he learned his mistake. The question now arises 
are his Endowments & marriage void, as he received them while hold- 
ing the office of a Priest, or shall he be ordained & receive this ordi- 
nance again anew. Prest Woodruff decided that the President of his 
Stake could ordain him an Elder and confirm all his former blessings 
upon him, and it was not necessary to have his Endowments again. 

[October 25, 1888; Thursday] A letter was received from Prest W[il- 
lard] G Smith of Morgan Stake, also one from Prest Wm Spry of the 
Southern States Mission informing us of the mysterious disappear- 
ance of Elder Alma P. Richards since Aug 2/88. He had been labor- 
ing as a missionary in Mississippi. Searching parties have been and 
are now out hunting for his whereabouts. It is feared he was met with 
foul play."' ... 

I had a little talk with Bro F[ranklin] S. Richards this evening on 
the affairs of Prest John Taylor’s Estate, and proposed to meet with 
Geo. J. & John W. Taylor on the return ofJ[ohn] W. 

[October 26, 1888; Friday] Col John R. Winder was directed to engage 
the Salt Lake Theatre on the 3rd & 5 th of November for a rally of the 
Peoples Party to vote on the 6th. 

Prests Woodruff & Smith attended a meeting at the Presidents 
office to talk over the Pipe Springs Cattle matter. 

27 William Spry and six other men immediately began searching for the lost mis- 
sionary. Though the evidence is not conclusive, Richards was probably killed for mon- 
ey and his body left near train tracks. The body was eventually recovered and received 
burial on June 9, 1889. See William L. Roper and Leonard J. Arrington, William Spry: 
Man of Firmness, Governor of Utah (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press and Utah 
State Historical Society, 1971), 33, 39-40. 
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It was also decided that the Brethren in Idaho should withdraw 
from registering or voting until they can obtain their rights under 
the laws, &c. 

[October 29, 1888; Monday] We are informed by letter from Bro 
M[oses] Thatcher at Franklin, N Idaho, that he arrived there too late 
to stop the registering and withdrawal of fellowship by our brethren, 
because a great many of them had already done so & he wanted to 
Know what to do next. A meeting of the Apostles was called for to- 
night at the President office. 

By letter from Prest Wm Paxman at New Zealand, Oct 1/88, we 
learn that the Mss of the Book of Mormon in the Maorfi] Language 
went to the Printers on the 4th of Sept/88 to have 2000 copies 
printed and bound in leather, to cost £420.0.0. 

Prests Woodruff & Smith attended a meeting of the Directors of 
Zions Savings Bank and Trust Co at 7 p.nr. and I met with them & the 
council of Apostles at 8 30 at the Presidents office. 

To satisfy Bp J[ohn] R. Winder, the Kanab cattle matter was 
taken up for him to make his explanations. 

The Idaho matters were called up and it was the sense of the 
meeting that our brethren should go ahead as it would not do to 
stop, inasmuch as they had gone so far, no action here could help 
them now. 

Elder F[rancis] A. Brown of Ogden was called to go on a Mission 
to the Netherlands and preside over that mission and the publication 
of the Book of Mormon in the Dutch language. 29 

[October 30, 1888; Tuesday] Ally Richards, FJranklin] S., informed 
Prest Woodruff that Receiver [Frank H.] Dyer wished our people to 
agree with him respecting his compensation as Receiver. He asks for 
$25,000. It was decided to call a meeting of the Council of Apostles 
A for A tomorrow night at 7 oclock at the Presidents office. 

An order for $10000 was sent to Bro. Peter W. Cownover [?] of 
Provo. 

Prest Woodruff refused to endorse a recommend for Dr Ed- 
ward Isaacson to go to the Temple to be married. He is so untruth- 
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28 “Franklin” is written over an illegible word. 

29 The Book of Mormon was published in Dutch in 1890. 
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ful that Prest Wfoodruff] does not deem him worthy to go to the 
Temple. 

[October 31, 1888; Wednesday ]\ attended a meeting of the Apostles & 
at the Presidents office this evening. Bro S[amuel R.] Bateman took 
us down. 

There were present Prest W[ilford] Woodruff, Apostles LJoren- 
zo] Snow, Ffranklin] D. Richards, Jos F .Smith, MJoses] Thatcher, 
John HJenry] Smith & H[eber] J Grant, DJaniel] H. Wells, Bps [Wil- 
liam B.] Preston, [Richard T.] Burton & [John R.] Winder, Attys 
Ffranklin] S. Richards & LeGrande Young, Hon John T. Caine & my- 
self. John W Young came about 9 oclock. 

The question of Mr Ffrank] H Dyers compensation as Receiver in 
the Church Suits was taken up. He wants the Church Authorities or 
attorneys* to give him [in] wr[i]ting that they agree to his having 
$25,000 for fees. He demands that amount. The whole subject was 
canvassed and while looking upon the matter as a blackmailing 
scheme— as all were willing he should have from $10,000 to $12,000 
as fees— they felt that all over that was blackmail, but as we are in the 
hands of robbers who are unscrupulous & they have power to cause 
even more trouble than they are doing, and Mr Dyer thinks we can- 
not afford to refuse his demands, and the safety of the brethren are in 
more jeopardy by calling down his ill will— it was deemed best to sub- 
mit, that being thought the wisest course. For if the suit goes against 
us, our property is gone & if in our favor, we may not have to pay any- 
thing of these fees. After a full consideration, Prest Jos. F Smith 
moved that the Attorney be authorized to say to Mr Dyer in writing 
that after consulting together they have concluded not to interpose 
any objection to his proposition to have $25,000 allowed by the Court 
for his fees as Receiver of the Corporation of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Sec[onded] by Elder H[eber] J Grant 8c 
carried unanimously. Attorneys Richards & Young wrote a letter to 
Mr Dyer to the above effect as he purposes starting East tonight. 

Elder M[oses] Thatcher reported the state of affairs in Idaho as 
exceedingly grave for our people in consequence of their having 
withdrawn from the church & registered so as to vote. The brethren 
in speaking did not approve of their course, but felt that as they had 
gone so far they could not now stop & must go on and be firm in their 
position for to stop or waiver was almost destruction & to go on there 
was some chance of coming out right. It was decided to send suitable 
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men from the “Salt Lake Herald” & “Deseret News” to Idaho to write 
up the situation of affairs there and give all the encouragement possi- 
ble to our brethren. 

It was decided that Honjohn T. Caine get out a rousing address 
to the People asking for their votes for the Peoples Party & the 
Territorial] Central Committee take the matter in hand to have out 
all the legal voters in the Territory to cas[t] their votes for the Peoples 
Party candidate. This instead of holding meetings of a political na- 
ture, and Bro Caine can explain his position better, he having been 
away at Washington on duty for the people at Congress. 

Honjfohn] T. Caine was also referred to Hon W[illiam] W Cluff, 
and [to] confer with him in Wyoming Politics. 

[November 1, 1888; Thursday ] This is the anniversary of the late Prest 
John Taylor’s birth. Had he lived to this day he would have been 80 
years old.... 

Elder F[ranklin] S Richards sent a letter enclosing one from US 
Dist Atty [George] Peters that he wished the Attorneys to sign in lieu 
of the one they sent to Mr [Frank H.] Dyer on last night, which reads 
as follows. 

Salt Lake City, Oct[ober] 31/88 

Frank H. Dyer Esq. 

Salt Lake City, 

Dear Sir, 

After consulting with our clients, the defendants in the case 
of the United States against the late corporation of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints et. al., we have 
concluded not to interpose any objections on their behalf to 
your proposition to have twenty five thousand dollars al- 
lowed by the Court for your fee as Receiver of said Corpora- 
tion. 

Respectfully yours, [two lines blank] of Counsel for Defendants 
in said case. 

His letter was answered, “We would prefer the first letter, but as 
it is— perhaps you had better sign this one.” 

Atty. Richards was requested to see Elders F[ranklin] D. Rich- 
ards, M[oses] Thatcher, John Hfenry] Smith & H[eber] J. Grant if 
possible and learn their minds on the matter.... 
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I talked with Bro. Woodruff about my note given for [my wife] 
Sophias House, A as I desired to make some payments having sold my 
Ogden R[ail] R[oad] Stock & have the money A He showed me the 
note and said he would think the matter over and let me know about 
it. He was very kind, and we exami[ne]d some papers he had in his 
custody, he placing much confidence in me by so doing. We talked 
together until near 1 1 oclock— Prest Smith being away at a meeting at 
the Presidents office. 

[November 5, 1888; Monday ] This evening Bro Orson P. Arnold called 
& Prest Smith & myself accompanied him to the Presidents Office 
where we attended a meeting of the Stockholders of the Deseret 
News Company and returned at 1030 p.m. We voted to increase the 
Board of Directors to not exceed nine— by changing the 6th article of 
the agreement for that purpose. 

By the Newspapers we learn that our brethren in Idaho are in a 
very bad condition through withdrawing from the church & register- 
ing, & c. 

[November 6, 1888; Tuesday] This is the Presidential Election day in 
the United States, also for a Delegate to Congress from Utah Terri- 
tory. Hon. John T. Caine is the candidate for the People’s Party, 
R[obert] N. Baskin for the Liberals and Sfamuel] R. Thurman for the 
Democrats.... 

The Territorial election seemed to pass off very quietly in this 
City. The Brass Band gave us a serenade this afternoon. 

Capt Willard Young called & conversed with Prest Woodruff. I 
have not seen him for 3 or 4 years. 30 

[November 7, 1888; Wednesday ] B ro Frank Armstrong & myself sat up 
until 1 1 Oclock in conversation. He showed me a list of names of per- 
sons who are held by the Courts for prosecution on U[nlawful] 
Cfohabitation] &c, among which I found mine, some person having 
written the Officers a letter representing my status. He promised to 
get me the letter so that I can learn who my friend (?) is.... 

30 The office journal of the First Presidency reported: “Captain Willard Young 
by request of Prest W[ilford] Woodruff called this evening and had an agreeable con- 
versation on Church Academy matters. He leaves for Portland, Oregon, tomorrow 
morning” (First Presidency Office Journal, Nov. 6, 1888, typescript in Quinn Papers, 
original in LDS Archives). 
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The returns of the Presidential election are very much mixed, 
with a tendency in favor of B[enjamin] Harrison— Republican candi- 
date. 

[November 8, 1888; Thursday] It was decided to hold a meeting of the 
Apostles on next Tuesday A 10 a.m. A at the Gardo House and notices 
were sent out to that effect. 

This is a fine day. 

Bro J[ohn] U Stucki calls for 9 more Missionaries for Switzerland 
and 15 more for Germany, there being good openings in those coun- 
tries. 

By letter from Elders Ffrancis] M. Lyman, J[ohn] W. Taylor & 
C[harles] O. Card of Nov 3rd we learn that they are going to Mon- 
treal to see the Prime Minister, Sir John A. Macdonald, and Lord 
Stanley, Governor General of the Dominion of Canada, in reference 
to our people settling in the North West Territory of Canada. They 
expect to be gone 3 weeks. 

Prest )os F Smiths baby is worse tonight and he went home. 

Prest Wm Budge & C[harles] W Nibley called by appointment] 
this evening, also F[ranklin] S. Richards. Bro. Budge returned from 
Washington [D.C.] this afternoon. He had seen and conversed with 
President G[rover] Cleveland, Atty Genl [Augustus H.] Garland, Mr 
[Calvin] Brice, Chairman of the Democratic National Comty & with 
Hon W[illiam] L Scott, to each of whom he explained the condition 
of affairs in Idaho. He explain[e]d Judge [Charles IT] Berrys ruling 
in the Woolley case, the necessity for Judge Berrys removal, the 
meeting of the Supreme Court of the Territory] in January next 
when an appeal on the Woolley case & the test oath will come up be- 
fore the court— that something should be done so as have that test 
oath declared unconstitutional, that the Territory may be secured to 
the Democratic Party. They could not do anything before the elec- 
tion, but Mr Scott thought something could be done before the next 
sitting of Congress, if his [Scott’s] attention was call[e]d to it. Bro 
Budge was instructed to see Hon John T. Caine & make a full expla- 
nation to him. 

Bro F[ranklin] S Richards spoke in regard to S[amuel] R Thur- 
man and his neglect of the brethrens cases before the court at 
Provo— in consequence of his Political business. This was much dep- 
recated, and I took a clipping from the Salt Lake Herald of the rally 
of the sage brush Democrats in this city. 
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[November 9, 1888; Friday] Bro Ffrancis] A Hammond called and re- 
ported diat it was the intention to remove the Colorado Indians into 
the Sanjuan County, Utah, which if they did our people in Bluff city, 
Monticello & Bueno would have to move & he wanted to know where 
they should go. 11 Brest Woodruff said if they had to move, and there 
were those who could live in a warm climate, they should go to Mesa, 
Arizona & buy out those who could not stand the warm weather. But 
all others should not leave that country but settle at Burnham [and] 
La Plata [New Mexico], another good location on the San juan in 
Colorado— of which Bro Hammond said 1000 families could make 
homes. 

[November 11, 1888; Sunday] I saw my two children through the win- 
dow, but they did not see me. They have not seen me for over a year. 
This is some of the liberty guaranteed to me by this great magnani- 
mous Nation, my own children not permitted to behold my face. 

[November 12, 1888; Monday ]l reed a letter from Elder F[ranklin] D. 
Richards informing me that Bruce Taylor had been threatening to 
apply to the Probate Court for my removal as an Executor of his fa- 
ther’s estate. I wrote a letter to George ) Taylor to show to Bruce & in- 
forming him that the Estate matters were being attended to and 
would be forwarded as fast as possible.... 

This evening Prest Woodruff and myself moved to the Gardo 
House tube ready to-morrow to meet with the council of Apostles. 

[November 13, 1888; Tuesday] At 10 a.m. I attended a meeting of the 
apostles at the Gardo House. There were present Prest W[ilford] 
Woodr[u]ff, L[orenzo] Snow, Ffranklin] D. Richards, Jos F. Smith, 
Moses Thatcher, John H[enry] Smith & H[eber]J. Grant— also Elders 
John T. Caine, Ffranklin] S Richards & Chas W. Penrose. By request 
Bro F[ranklin] S Richards reported that there were arrangements on 
foot whereby our brethren who are in jeopardy of the law can go into 
court & receive a light fine & some imprisonm[e]nt & costs 1 ' if A it A is 

31 Though the Southern Ute Reservation had been established in southwestern 
Colorado in 1880, a federal commission’s recommendation to establish a new reserva- 
tion in Sanjuan County was supported by local Paiutes. The reservation was never 
created, but some white settlers sold their land in anticipation of the change. See Rich- 
ard A. Firmage, A History of Grand County (Salt Lake City: Utah State Historical Society 
and Grand County, 1996), 178-79. 

32 The word “costs” is written over an illegible word. 



deemed best for them to do so. After consideration it was concluded 
as the sense of this council that all those brethren who have been in- 
dicted and those who are liable to indictment have the privilege and 
are at liberty to appear before the court and plead as they may feel 
disposed, and that the attorneys may be consulted by the brethren as 
to the proper times to appear. This is for the Ogden District. Elders 
Thatcher, F[ranklin] D. Richards & L[orenzo] Snow were named as a 
committee to whom the attorneys can apply for Counsel on matters 
of this character should they need it. 

The question of the State movement for Utah was considered. 
On the question can anything be done during the coming session of 
Congress towards the admission of Utah into the Union, it was 
thought that if the Democratic Leaders would take hold of the mat- 
ter and make it a party measure, that Utah can be admitted. Prest 
Geo. Q. Cannon has sent word that every effort should be made dur- 
ing the coming winter to that end. 

The labors of the brethren who were there at Washington [D.C.] 
last winter, spring & summer was highly spoken of and approved. It 
was declared that Bros F[ranklin] S. Richards & C[harles] W Penrose 
go to the East as soon as they can get ready, that they may be on the 
ground before congress meets and confer with the Leaders of the 
Democratic Party on the question of admission of Utah, and with 
Delegate Caine confer with President Cleveland and others. Those 
brethren say they can go by the 21st and Bro Caine on the 26th. 33 

Bros. Richards & Penrose asked the views of the Council as to 
what course they shall pursue while in the East and repeated what 
they had done & said, and how they had acted when in the East last 
spring & summer. They desired to labor under the approval of the 
Council. It was concluded as the sense of the Council that the course 
pursued by A all A the brethren at Washington last spring and summer 
is satisfactory and that they pursue the same policy when they go East 
and while there this winter. 

If it is found that the Democratic Leaders are willing to take 
hold, Prest Jos F Smith will also go East. 

The question of the Idaho affairs & the test oath law was consid- 
ered. It was concluded as the sense of the council that Bro John T 
Caine and those brethren who go to Washington, should use their 

33 This was a last-ditch effort to achieve statehood during Grover Cleveland’s 
Iarae-duck administration before Benjamin Harrison took office in March 1889. 
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best endeavours to have the judges of Idaho properly informed of 
the views of the President's] administration in regard to the Idaho 
Test Oath law, that it may be declared unconstitutional at the next 
session of the Idaho Supreme Court next January. 

The Council was in session till night and adjournd till 10 a.m. to- 
morrow. 

[November 14, 1888; Wednesday] The council of Apostles met at 
10. A 15 A a.m. I attended the meeting. All the apostles were present as 
on yesterday, also Bps. [William B.] Preston, [Robert T.] Burton & 
[John R.] Winder. 

Several matters needing attention were called up and acted 
upon. It was decided that Bro. John Irvine be discharged from the 
employ of the Church on account of his continued drunkenness— his 
Salary to be continued until J Nov 30/88. 

The council adjourned at 3 15 p.m. so that Elders L[orenzo] 
Snow & M[oses] Thatcher could take the Northern trains for home.... 

Sisters Zina D H Young, Jane S Richards & Emily S Richards 
called this evening & conversed in regard to the Woman Suffrage 
movement— also relating to the Relief Society Conferences &c. It was 
deemed best for these Sisters to hold their annual conferences] in 3 
places, one in the North, one at Salt Lake City, and one in the South 
at such times and places as will best accommodate the greatest num- 
bers of the Sisters who m[a]y wish to attend. 

[November 15, 1888; Thursday] Prest Woodruff went to the Salt Lake 
Temple this morning to see about some proposed changes in the 
floor of the basement. 

I talked with Prest Woodruff about my note for Sophias House. 
He said that Bro. Cannon did not wish to act upon it at present— that 
others had wanted the place and he would rather defer action just 
now. I told Bro. Woodruff that I would pay $715.50 in cash now, and 
have my account charged $984.50 to make the $ 1 700.00, the amount 
first spoken for the place, and would give a new note for the balance 
which can be acted upon hereafter. Prest Woodruff agreed to this & I 
paid him the money. I then wrote to Bro. David McKenzie and in- 
quired about my account on the books, and found when I got my 
credit for over $900.00 that I was personally charged that some 2 
years ago on business pertaining to the B[ullion] B[eck] & C[hamp- 
ion] M[ining] Cos Mine— and not my personal matter— that I will have 
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over 500.00 yet to my credit. I then asked Bro McKenzie to charge my 
account $98450 which he did & I showed Prest Woodruff it had been 
done. When he handed me my note for $3,600.00 and I gave him a 
new note for 1900.00, payable in one year from date with 8% after 
maturity interest, I talked to Prest Joseph F. Smith and explained the 
whole matter of my getting that house and what I was promised by 
Prest Taylor and Prest Woodruff. 

[November 16, 1888; Friday] I was informed this morning by Bro 
[Charles H.] Wilcken that the Deputy Sheriff was hunting me to 
serve papers on me pertaining to the Estate of the late President 
John Taylor, his son Bruce having filed a motion in the Probate 
Court to have me released from my Executorship. I told Bro Wilcken 
I did not want to see the Sheriff— and that was all right. In the evening 
Bro Ffranklin] S. Richards showed me a copy of Bruce’s complaint & 
affidavit in which he swears that I am underground because I am 
guilty of Polygamy & dont attend to my duties as Executor. He wants 
a distribution of the Estate. I agreed to meet Geo. J. Taylor & 
F[ranklin] S. Richards tonight at 6 30 oclock at the Historians office 
to talk on Estate matters. 

I felt much grieved at Bruce’s course but when I consider he is 
nothing better than an apostate impecunious tramp, I could not ex- 
pect anything better from him tha[n] to willfully lie about me, even 
under oath. He is a perjured wretch and mean enough to do any- 
thing wrong. A For a copy of his complaint see my Journal undjerl 
date April 1, 1889. A ... 

I attended at the Historians office this evening, [arriving] on 
time with Bro. Richards. We waited for George J. Taylor till 7.20 
when Bro. Richards had to leave to attend another meeting. Bro Tay- 
lor did not come. While we were together Bro Richards wanted to 
know what kind of an answer I wish[e]d to make to Bruces com- 
plaint. I said I would deny his assertions, that I have assisted in get- 
ting the affairs of the Estate into their present shape, that I have been 
absent from the Territory on account of my ill health. Yet if it was the 
wish of the heirs of the Estate that I should retire I am perfectly will- 
ing so to do, and suggested that he see Bro Rodney C Badger and ex- 
plain my views as to retiring, or to" keeping o[n] as I was appointed 
by Prest Taylor, and ask Bro Badger to see the heirs and obtain the 
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signatures of all those who were in favor of my continuing, which 
would show the minds of the heirs, and if I was not wanted I would 
gladly retire and leave the responsibility with them, when they shall 
meet their father again, if some of them ever does. Bro Richards 
thought that was a good thing to do and he would attend to it. I 
agreed to meet again tomorrow night if they could meet at 6 oclock. 
Bro Richards agreed to let me know. 

I afterward met with Bro C[harles] W. Penrose at the Gardo 
House and asked him to insert an article in the Deseret News 
pertaini[n]g to the exchange of real Estate in the north for real estate 
at Mesa, Arizona, which I requested to [be] do[ne] by the Council of 
Apostles last Wednesday. 

[November 17, 1888; Saturday] This evening at 6 oclock I met with 
F[ranklin] S. Richards, George J. Taylor & James H. Moyle pertain- 
ing to Prest John Taylor’s Estate matters. 

Bro Richards explained Prest Geo. Q. Cannons position in re- 
gard to the Reserved stock of the B[ullion] B[eck] & C[hampion] 
M[ining] Co. in his name to the effect that while Prest Taylor had a 
right to do what he did do with it, yet if the Heirs of his estate & oth- 
ers of the share holders are determin[e]d to break up the fund and 
take the responsibility of compelling him to give it up, he will cer- 
tainly do so, and let the consequences rest with the responsible par- 
ties. Bro Moyle asked me what kind of an answer I wished made to 
Bruce Taylor’s complaint. I said I had assisted in getting the prop- 
erty of the Estate into its present position, that I left the Territory 
nearly one year ago for my health, and was away several months, and 
was willing to do all that lay in my power to carry out and 3 ’ attend to 
the interest of the Estate. In the first place I wished to find out the 
feelings of the majority of the Heirs as to whether they wished me to 
continue as one of the Executors. I am quite willing to be relieved 
from that duty if they wish it. Prest Taylor put me there and if the 
heirs did not want me or wished a change they [should] say so & I 
would vacate, and my answer could be made accordingly. I said I 
would try and get such an expression & inform Bro Moyle as soon as 
possible. 

It was agreed that a yearly statement be gotten up of the receipts 
and disbursements— also a statement showing that efforts had been 
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made to get at a division of the Homestead, which it was expected 
could be arrived at in a short time, also that an order be asked for to 
sell the Mill Property at Riverdale, Weber [County], as a sale [offer] 
has been made for $ 15,000.00 when the deed can be obtained. It is 
thought that with such a showing, if the Heirs want me to act, the 
court will vacate the order of my suspension & I can go on, whether 
or not so much will be done on the estate matters. 

I agreed with Geo. J. Taylor that Bro I[saac] M Waddell be en- 
gaged to help him make the report of the receipts & disburse- 
ments & get the matter onto the Estate books, after which I will 
meet with him & examine the same before they go to court, where 
George informs me he is ready for me. 

I afterwards met with Bro. Rodney C. Badger & explained to him 
about the Pool or Reserve of consecrated stock, and afterwards asked 
him if he would see the Heirs and get a personal expression in writing 
from each one as to whether they wished me continued as an Execu- 
tor or not after he had explained to them my feelings about my will- 
ingness to withdraw if they wish it. 

[November 19, 1888; Monday] l answered several public letters and in 
the afternoon had some conversation on Prest Taylors Estate mat- 
ters. I also talked with Prests Woodruff & Smith on the same subject. 
I knowing the whole proceedings in regard to the Pooled or conse- 
crated Stock of the Bfullion] B[eck] & C[hampion] Mfining] Co. now 
in the custody of Prest Geo. Q. Cannon, I felt impressed to write to 
Bro Cannon and give him such suggestions as I think will be proper. 1 
wrote a long letter which Bro. F[ranklin] S. Richards wished me to do 
& he would take the letter to Bro. Cannons. I referred to the 22 
shares of Salt Lake City Gas stock in the name of Prest John Taylor 
but which belongs to the Church. Geo. J. Taylor told me that Thos 
Ellerbeck said this stock belonged to his father & had paid him 3 divi- 
dends. Prests Woodruff & Smith talked with Bro. F[ranklin] S. Rich- 
ards about this & some action will be taken. 

[November 21, 1888; Wednesday] I received a communication from 
Brother Rodney C. Badger, giving me the views of the wives and chil- 
dren of Prest John Taylor’s Estate as to my release as one of the Exec- 
utors of the Estate. After considering it, I wrote the following letter 
to George J. Taylor. 
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November 21, 1888 
George J. Taylor Esqr. 

Dear Brother, 

I find that a majority of the heirs also all the wives, with 
perhaps one exception, express themselves as not being sat- 
isfied with my being continued as an Executor of your Fa- 
ther’s Estate. With this understanding, and for the good of 
the Estate as they seem to feel, and that someone who will be 
satisfactory to them may be appointed, I am willing to get 
out of the way. 

You know that I have done all in my power for the estate 
and helped put matters into the best possible shape. It is 
true that I did not attend the meetings of the heirs, for the 
reason that I was not in the Territory at the time. It may be 
known to some of the wives and heirs that at the time of your 
fathers death, I myself was so sick that I was about as near 
ready to go as he was, and it was necessary that I should leave 
home for a change. Had Bro. John W. been at home during 
the past two months I would have taken pleasure in attend- 
ing any meetings which could have been called. You have 
stated to me it was necessary for him to be present. 

I have been informed that Bruce has expressed his in- 
tention of circulating a petition among the family to have 
me removed and may at this time be laboring to that end. Of 
course he can do as he wishes in that matter, so far as I am 
concerned. You have said there were five or six of the heirs 
who were determined to make trouble. If something to 
meet their views was not done, perhaps it will be better for 
them, with the others who are not satisfied, to select such a 
person as will do as they wish him to do. 

As I told you, and after making proper enquiry, I find 
that those 22 Shares of Gas Stock does not belong to the Es- 
tate. The Estate nor the heirs should not claim it, neither 
should those dividends which Ellerbeck paid to you be 
counted as receipts of cash belonging to the estate. I hope 
this will not be considered as an evidence by the disaffected, 
that I am opposed to the interests of the estate. 

I can say to you, that if the family know their best inter- 
ests, they would know that I am in a position to do them 
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more good in the settlement of affairs, than probably any 
other person they may select. If John W. were here to help 
you, perhaps things might be different. If you feel to call the 
wives and heirs together and explain matters to them, it 
should be done this week. 

I hope that you will be able to get out a good and suit- 
able report to the Probate Court of the affairs of the Estate 
to date, as we agreed upon, and that hereafter there would 
be no drawbacks to the obtaining a full, complete and 
speedy settlement of the Estate. 

With kind regards 

I am very respectfully, 

LJohn Nuttall ... 

Bro F[ranklin] S Richards called & said he had conversed with 
Judge [Elliott] Sanford as to his views on the question[:] will not a 
conviction for Unlawful Cohabitation bar an indictment for Adul- 
tery or Fornication during the same period. Also as to what shall 
those brethren who are now in prison do with or how shall they treat 
their families when they are released from prison. Bro Geo. Q, Can- 
non is very desirous of getting a ruling of the Courts on these ques- 
tions if it is found such a ruling will be favorable. Judge Sanford was 
not prepared to say what his ruling might be but he felt desirous of 
doing all that he could for the people. 

A letter was written to Prest Geo. Q. Cannon on this matter. 

Brojohn T. Caine called and submitted some matters pertaining 
to Washington [D.C.], Mr Gibsons labors & his conversation with 
Prest Geo. Q. Cannon on the signs of the times. He asked about 
some person going with him to help him. Myself & Bro Geo F Gibbs 
were spoken of. Prest Woodruff said he did not want to spare me if 
he could help it, because he needed my services. No action was 
taken. Prest Jos. F. Smith afterwards told me that if he went East, he 
wanted me there with him and Bro Caine would also like me to be 
there.... 

Bro. B[ernhard] H. Schettler called this evening and in talking 
on the affairs of Zions Savings Bank & Trust Co. he said that 25% on 
$ 100,000.00 capital stock had been paid, that there were 65% of prof- 
its now on hand and the Real Estate belonging [to] the bank was 
worth $35.00000 so that all the Capital Stock of the Company was 
owned and paid up by the old and present Stockholders and it was 
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not necessary to ask for any new members, as it is advertised to hold a 
meeting of the Stockholders on next Wednesday for the purpose of 
voting on increasing [the] Board of Directors from 9 to 13 & [to] take 
in more stockholders. It was deemed proper to call a meeting of the 
Directors of the Bank for Monday even[in]g next at 7 oclock to fur- 
ther talk over this matter. 

[November 22, 1888; Thursday] Bro F[ranklin] S. Richards was blessed 
and set apart for his mission to Washington [D.C.] by Prests Wood- 
ruff &Jos F Smith, Prest Woodruff mouth. 

Elder Brigham Young [Jr.] called and reported his travels in 
Teton Basin [Wyoming] and the settlements of the Saints on the 
Snake River in Bingham Co., Idaho. 

Atty LeGrand Young called 36 and he was requested to see that 
the entering of decrees on the Wells corner property, the Constitu- 
tion Buildings property, and the Ogden property, also to dismiss the 
case of the Council House corner property, are entered in the 3rd 
District Court, pursuant to the order of the Supreme Court of the 
Territory, so that these 37 properties may be safe and so much settled. 

[November 26, 1888; Monday] Prests Woodruff and Smith attended a 
meeting of the Board of Directors of Zion’s Savings Bank & Trust 
Company at 7 p.m. at the Presidents office. 

I remained and read the papers. 

Hon John T. Caine called and spent a short time with me. He 
would like me to go to Washington [D.C.] to be there with him this 
winter. He went to the office to see Prests Woodruff & Smith as he 
leaves for Washington to-night and will report as soon as he can after 
his arrival there of the situation. 

[November 27, 1888; Tuesday] Prest Smith informed me that it is the 
intention of Marshal [Frank H.] Dyer & his deputies to make some 
raids in Salt Lake County for persons charged under the Edmunds 
Tucker law and to commence right away. 

I received from Attyjames H. Moyle this morning my answer to 
be submitted to the Probate court for my Signature as one of the Ex- 
ecutors of Prest John Taylor’s estate— which after reading I signed 
and returned to Bro Moyle.... 
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Prest Smith informed me that Bp. H[iram] B. Clawson had sent 
an invitation for me to go with him & others by a special train 
to-morrow to visit the B[ullion] B[eck] & C[hampion] M[ining] Cos 
mines. 1 wrote him a note declining to go. Bro Clawson called this 
evening and I told him that I had so written to him. I did not feel like 
going on this trip because I did not want to talk with parties on the 
mine affairs who will be of the [opposing] party. 

[November 28, 1888; Wednesday] Frest Woodruff left this afternoon to 
attend the advertised Stockholders meeting A of Z[ion’s] Sfavings] 
B[ank] & T[rust] Co A at 2 p.m. at the Gardo House. Prest Smith & 
myself authorized him to vote our stock for us against increasing the 
number of the Directors from 9 to 13, it having been concluded that 
the old stockholders will hold all the stock of the Bank and not take in 
any new members because the Bank has made money enough to pay 
the $100,000.00 with the $25,000.00 which has been paid by (he 
Stockholders. 

[November 29, 1888; Thursday] This is Thanksgiving day. I have rea- 
son to be thankful to the Lord for his many blessings to me, that I 
have yet a standing in His Church and am known among His saints. 
For my wives and children and a knowledge of the truths of the Gos- 
pel and that I have been spared from the hands of my enemies & the 
enemies of the people. That I feel to put my trust in 18 the Lord for the 
future, knowing that he doeth all things well.... 

Bro. A[braham] O. Smoot submitted in a letter reed last night 
his views in calling a few energetic, efficient Elders as home Mission- 
aries to devote all their time for 3 or 6 month or a longer period if 
necessary to visit among the Saints of the Utah Stake at their homes 
and preach to and counsel with them, thus meeting with those who 
cannot attend the public meetings and who may be lukewarm, and 
encourage them in the good work. I answered this letter approving 
this idea.... 

A letter was read from Prest W[illiam] H Seegmiller of Richfield, 
Nov 23, referring to Father Erastus Bingham, and family, being led 
off to some extent by a man, the noted McGee, alias “Sleepy Jim,” 
alias “David of old,” the “man after Gods own heart,” who claims to 
have again returned to earth and who is engaged in organizing all 
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who will leave the Church and follow him as their ruler & King. He 
claims that the Lord will not again reveal himself to the Church for 
the guidance of the church because the Apostles and authorities re- 
fused to enter into the United Ol der as revealed through the Prophet 
Brigham [Young], that all revelations will now come through him & 
he will set up his church in Mexico. They refer to the 34 Chap of 
Ezekiel for his authority &c. Bro Seegmiller asks for counsel. He has 
warned Father Bingham against such a delusion. 

[December 3, 1888; Monday] Prest Woodruff signed the Monthly or- 
der for the Salaries of the Twelve, $3666.67, and for the checks & 
sundry ac[count]s at the Presidents office, $1500.00. 

I attended a meeting of the council of Apostles at 10 a.m. There 
were present Prest Wfilford] Woodruff, Apostles L[orenzo] Snow, 
F[ranklin] D. Richards, B[righam] Young [Jr.], Jos F. Smith, M[oses] 
Thatcher & H[eber] J Grant, Bps [William B.] Preston, [Robert T.] 
Burton & [John R.] Winder, Architect Don Carlos Young and myself, 
until 5.30 p.m. 

The debt of the St.John’s, Arizona, purchase to the church was 
cancelled by a rebate of $527.07 of interest charged [on] the accep- 
tance of the property they had on hand— 75 acres of Pasture, 103 
Shares in Stjohns Irrigation Co. Shingle Mill & Ranch, Horned Stock 
& Horses, also $9732.86 in' ' notes & accounts, which last amount was 
appropriated to the building of the St John’s Stake academy. 

Some disagre[e]m[en]t with Architect D[on] C[arlos] Young 
and Bp Preston on Salt Lake Temple matters was considered and am- 
icably adjusted. 

Elder H[eber] J. Grant was authorized to insure the Provo Fac- 
tory for $50,000.00. It was also ordered that $5.00 per share on the 
Provo Factory stock owned by the church as per assessment be paid. 

Elders M[oses] Thatcher, H[eber] J. Grant, Bp Wfilliam] B. Pres- 
ton &John R Winder were appointed a committee to dispose of all 
Real Estate belonging to the church that can be sold and money real- 
ized therefore to be expended on the debts of the church, with the 
understanding that 40 they confer with Prest Woodruff as to the val- 
ues and sales of the several pieces of land. 

Elder Moses Thatcher brought up his grievances against Prest 


39 The word “in” is written over an illegible word. 

40 The word “that” is written over “they”. 


291 



5 . 1888 


Geo Q Cannon in regard to the Pooled Stock of the Bfullion] B[eck] 
& C[hampion] M[ining] Company. He claimed that Prest Cannon 
had not kept his word with him, that he" had promised to deliver to 
him his share of the pooled stock and the dividends thereon in the 
presence of the council, which dividends he had receiv[e]d twice but 
it was afterwards stopped and he had been kept out of his money. 
That he would not submit to the injustice any longer and that he had 
determined to put the matter into the hands of an Attorney. He ex- 
hibited a very determined spirit and declared he would not brook 
the present arrangement any longer. He said that Bro. Cannon could 
settle the matter by sending word to Bro. Geo. Reynolds if he would. 
He said he consented to President Taylor holding and controlling 
the pooled stock, but not to its being transferred to his successors or 
assigns, and he had not consented and would not consent to the 
transfer made on the 2nd ofJuIy/87 by Prest Taylor to Bro. Cannon. 
That Prest Taylor at that time was not sound of mind and did not 
know what he did, and he could prove it. It was suggested that All he 
wanted was his just dues and that much he demanded and would 
have. When asked if he would jeopardize the claims against John 
Beck & C for the sake of getting what he considered his rights in 42 the 
matter by going to law, he said that was not his affair. The responsi- 
bility would rest with Geo Q. Cannon. He seemed to have no realiz- 
ing sense of the final results under the present state of affairs in go- 
ing to law. It was suggested] that Bro. Thatcher go and see Bro Can- 
non and confer with him. This he refused to do, but afterwards he 
concluded to see Bro Geo. Reynolds first, and if necessary he would 
then see Bro. Cannon before taking legal steps. 

Before this matter was called up, Bro Thatcher took Bro. Jos F. 
Smith and myself aside and told us he was going to [put] the ma[t]ter 
in the hands of an Attorney. We advised him not to do so. I told him 
he would be sorry for it if he did, but he said he would not be sorry 
and was resolved to not be treated as he had been. We urged him to 
see Bro A Cannon A first. This he refused to do, he was tired of it. We 
then insisted that he bring it before the Council which he did as 
stated above. 43 
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43 The long-standing Bullion-Beck dispute between Thatcher and Cannon was a 
major reason why the First Presidency had not been reorganized immediately follow- 
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Bro. C[harles] W. Nibley called this evening and a telegram was 
sent to Bro. John T. Caine at Washington D.C. in regard to the Idaho 
Supreme Court which meets next January, also to the pardons for 
the brethren at Sioux Falls [Idaho]. 

A letter was written by me to Prest Geo. Q. Cannon about todays 
proceedings giving him as much of it as possible in a letter. 

[December 4, 1888; Tuesday] A telegram was sent, also a letter, to Bro 
JamesJack at Pasad[e]na, Cal. for him to remain there for the present 
as consequence of Judge [Charles S.] Zanes proceedings on the 
Church Suits. 

The Council of Apostles met at 10 a.m. Present as on yesterday 
except Elder F[ranklin] D. Richards & D[on] C[arlos] Young, and 
continued in session until 4.30 p.m. 

$50.00 was appropriated [for] Mr Richard Hill the leader of the 
Hedrickites, at Independence, Jackson Co., Mo. to help them pay 
their taxes on the portion of the land on that which the Temple Block 
is located. 

It was decided that all the public hands on the Temple Block be 
discharged on the 31st of December next, until next March or April. 

The political question of the Territory & People’s Party was con- 
sidered. 

[December 5, 1888; Wednesday] Bros Joseph E. Taylor & Samuel H. 
Hill called this evening by request of Bro Woodruff & Smith. I 
walked out with Bro [Orson P.] Arnold for awhile to take a change & 
rest— afterwards I conversed with Bros Taylor & Hill.... 

Prest Geo Q. Cannon sent Prest W[ilford] Woodruff a letter re- 
questing Bro Thatcher to make his charges & complaints in writing 
so that he can answer the same in writing to the council. A letter was 
sent to Bro. M[oses] Thatcher to this effect. 

[December 6, 1888; Thursday] Bro LeGrand Young called this evening 
and reported that he had the cases of the church property which had 

ing the death of John Taylor, despite the wishes of Wilford Woodruff. See Ronald W. 
Walker, Qualities That Count: Heber J. Grant as Businessman, Missionary, and Apostle (Pro- 
vo, Utah: Brigham Young University Press, 2004), 195-229. The diaries of other mem- 
bers of the Quorum of Twelve contain numerous references to the mine. See, e.g., 
Abraham H. Cannon, Journals, Perry Special Collections, entries for Jan. 20, 21, 24, 

31, Mar. 4, 5, 8, 1890. The full history of the Bullion mine has yet to be written. 
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been compromised with the Receiver in the church Suits before the 
U.S. Dist Court and would have the Decrees this week. He also ex- 
pects to get the Presidents office books from Receiver [Frank H.[ 
Dyer this week, and that everything is now in good shape. 

Prest Woodruff having had quite a cough for some time, sister 
Arnold provided some hot water &c in which he soaked his feet and 1 
washed them before he went to bed. 

Bro Smith & I talked until 1 1 oclock & then went to bed to- 
gether. 

1 made a draft for a petition for the pardon of Prest Geo. Q. Can- 
non to Prest [Grover] Cleveland for Bro C[harles] H Wilcken. 

[December 7, 1888; Friday] Prest Woodruff feeling much better this 
morning.... 

Bro Seymour B. Young was authorized to take the matter in 
hand of engaging a detective to search after Elder Alma P. Richards. 

[December 10, 1888; Monday] Bro [Charles H.] Wilcken reported that 
the petition for the pardon for Bro Geo Q Cannon was sign[e]d by 
Judge [Elliott] Sandford, Marshal [Frank H.] Dyer & others, and he 
had mailed it to Honjohn T Caine at Washington on Saturday night. 

We sent a telegram to Bro Caine this morning informing A him A 
of this so that he may be looking for it.... 

A letter was reed from Bro. Moses Thatcher of Dec 7 in regard to 
his complaint against Bro Geo Q Cannon. He will write it out. His let- 
ter was answered. 

[December 11, 1888; Tuesday] The following telegram was received 
from Bro F[ranklin] S. Richards at Washington D.C. by his father, El- 
der F[ranklin] D. Richard, for me, viz: 

“Sec Nuttall. It is very important that you may not be 

subpoen[a]ed in Receiver’s matter. Do not know what may be 

considered. 

F. S. Richards.” 

Elder F[rancis] M Lyman called this evening, he having only just 
returned from his mission to Canada. He reported his labors in con- 
nection with Elder John W Taylor & C[harles] O. Card & in their visit 
to the principal officials of the Canadian Government at Montreal by 
whom they were Kindly treated, and to whom they submitted their 
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wishes in behalf of our people, which are to be answered in writing. 
He looks well and feels well. 

Elder Lyman asked the counsel of the brethren in regard to sur- 
rendering himself to the 3rd Dist Court tomorrow on the Indict- 
ment found against him in 1886 for unlawful Cohabitation. He does 
not wish to be sentenced until the 12 th of January next which is his 
birthday. He had carefully considered this matter and felt it was the 
right thing for him to do if approved by Prests Woodruff & Smith. 
After talking the matter over, Prest Woodruff said he did not wish to 
decide, but that it was a favorable time, and it would be proper for 
Bro. Lyman to follow the dictates of the spirit to him and take such 
action as he felt would be for the best, to which Prest Smith con- 
sented. Bro Lyman then concluded to see the Church attorneys to- 
night and so arrange that one of them will accompany him to the 
Court tomorrow morning. He left us with this understanding, feel- 
ing well in health & spirits. 

[December 12, 1888; Wednesday] Bro F[rancis] M. Lyman surren- 
dered himself to the 3rd Dist Court this morning at 10 oclock and 
plead guilty to the last Indictment for unlawful Cohabitation with 
his wives from Jan 1st 1885 to June 30, 1885, [and] 4 other Indict- 
ments commenc[in]g Feb 1, 1883, were all dismissed. He gave 
bonds in $ 1500.00 with Bros. 0[rson] P. Arnold and Wm B Dougall 
as surities for his appearance in Court on January 14, 1889, for 
sentence. 

Bro Lyman called this evening and reported what he had done. 
He had also been to the Pen. 8c saw Bro Geo Q Cannon. He purposes 
devoting as much of his time as possible among the Saints preaching 
to and counseling with them. 

We learn by telegraph that the U.S. Supreme Court have ad- 
vanced the cases of the Church Suits and set the hearing for January 
14th 1889. 44 

[December 13, 1888; Thursday] A telegram was reed from J[ohn] W 

44 To the surprise and disappointment of the LDS leadership, the U.S. Supreme 
Court in 1889 would uphold all provisions of the Edmunds-Tucker Act in ruling on 
The Late Corporation of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints v. United States. See 
Edwin Brown Firmage and Richard Collin Mangrum, Zion in the Courts: A Legal History 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1830-1900 (Urbana: University of Illinois 
Press, 1988), 257-58. 
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Young on the political situation & prospects which are very encour- 
aging for Utah from his view. 

A telegram was sent to Bro John T. Caine, respecting the peti- 
tion for pardon for Bro Geo. Q. Cannon, [and] should favorable ac- 
tion be taken to send us word immediately. 

A letter from Bros F[ranklin] S Richards & C[harles] W Penrose 
at Washington D.C. reports political affairs as to admission of Utah 
much mixed. Democrats very weak on our question. 

[December 14, 1888; Friday] Prest Woodruff not feeling so well on ac- 
count of his cough troubling him in the night, others all well.... 

Telegrams were received from Bros. [John T.] Caine, [Franklin 
S.] Richards and [Charles W.] Penrose at Washington D.C. inform- 
ing us that the Democratic caucus had decided to leave out Utah 
from the Territorial Bill, 45 and asked if Richardfs] & Penrose should 
return home to report. A telegram was sent for Penrose to remain 
there & Richards return. 

[December 15, 1888; Saturday] By telegram from J[ohn] T Caine & 
F[ranklin] S Richards we learn that Geo Q Cannons petition had 
been presented to the President of the U.S. He intimated that the sig- 
nature of the U.S. Dis Atty would be necessary. The Atty General was 
willing to waive the Dist Attys signature. 

I wrote up on my daily journal. This evening while walking 
through the kitchen, [my son] Willies wagon was in the middle of the 
floor. I was moving it out of the way when I stepped into the opening 
to the cellar, the door of which had been left open. I fell on my left 
side, grazing my hip & shoulder and struck the side of my face against 
the opposite side, which rather stunned me for a few moments, and 
not knowing what kind of a place I was in I laid still until Sophia 
brought a light. I then realized my extreme danger. Had I fallen the 
other way I would have gone some 6 or 7 feet down, head first. I felt 
very thankful for my miraculous preservation. After rubbing my 
arm, I went to bed feeling very much shaken up and weak, with pain 
in my head. 

[December 16, 1888; Sunday] I spent a somewhat restless night and 
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45 Though admission of Utah was excluded from the omnibus bill, the Democratic 
Congressional caucus passed a measure that endorsed drafting a separate bill to con- 
sider Utah. Hearings took place in January 1889. See Lyman, Political Deliverance ; 104-06. 
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feel pain in my left leg hip & shoulder but nothing serious. Our little 
daughter Leonora is some better of her fever this morning. 

A telegram was re[ceive]d from Bros [Franklin S.] Richard & 
[Charles W.] Penrose at Washington D.C. setting forth that mea- 
sures are on foot to get Utah put onto the omnibus or Territorial Bill. 
Bro Richards started for home yesterday via Indiana & Bro Penrose 
will remain to work. 

[December 1 7, 1888; Monday] Prestjos F. Smith arrived about 5 30 a.m. 
& Prest Woodruff at 930. 1 attended to our Mail matter and answered 
the public letters. 

Prest Woodruff signed 28 recommends. I attended a meeting of 
the Apostles this even[in]g at the presidents office at 6.30- Present 6 
Prest Wfilford] Woodruff, Elders L. Sn o w Ffranklin] D. Richards, 
B[righam] Young [Jr.], Jos F Smith, M[oses] Thatcher, F[rancis] M. 
Lyman, John FI[enry] Smith 8c HJeber] J. Grant. 

Bros Seymour B. Young, John Morgan and Wm Spry was ap- 
pointed a committee to take in hand the matter of engaging a detec- 
tive to search for the late Elder Alma P. Richards. 

Elder Edward H. Anderson of Ogden was appointed General 
Secretary of the Y[oung] M[en’s] Mfutual] improvement] Assfocia- 
tio]n A in place of Geo C Lambert [who] resigned A and a letter was 
sent to him, also another one to Prest L[ewis] W. Shurtleff of Ogden 
in regard to the matter. 

Elder Bfrigham] Young [Jr.] was instructed to go to the San Juan 
Country and arrange and council the Saints there, in making new 
homes, also to organize a Fligh Council for the San Juan Stake. 

A draft of a letter [was read] which Bro Smith and myself made 
to send to the Apostle’s, respecting our political situation and urge 
the people to look after their political welfare. 

Bro HJeber] J. Grant submitted the action of the committee, 
M[oses] Thatcher, Hfeber] J. Grant, Bp. W[illiam] B. Preston & 
J[ohn] R. Winder, appointed to dispose of the church Real Estate. 
They had agreed to sell the Bernhisel House & lot to Bp Preston for 
$10, 00000. Bro Jos F Smith thought that $12,000.00 was little 
enough, but it was argued that the Comty had figured on the matter 
& Bro Preston would not give any more, so they had concluded to let 
him have it. This property cost the church $750000 to Bernhisel & 


46 The word “present” is written over an illegible word. 
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Bp. Preston had expended some $10,000.00 of Tithing funds in put- 
ting the House & grounds into good shape to suit him. Bro Grant 
also reported that the piece of ground now occupied by Bro. Chas 
Savage on Main Street had been offered tojohn C. Cutler & H[eber] 
J. Grant for $550000 & accepted by them. Afterwards Bro W[illiam] 
A. Rossiter has said that Bro Savage had offered to give $7.00000. 
The committee having made the sale, they felt that the sale to Cutler 
should remain. Bro Grant said he was willing to relinquish the sale so 
far as he was concerned, but he did not think Bro Cutler should be 
asked to relinquish. Some of the brethren were in favor of selling to 
Savage for the $700000 as the church needs the money, but Bro 
Grant & Thatcher held to the committees action. It was decided that 
the sale to Bp. Preston for the Bernhisel lot for $10,000.00 was ap- 
proved, and the Savage lot was left with the committee, without any 
action of the Council. 

We were in session until 10.45 p.m. 

[December 19, 1888; Wednesday / A telegram was sent to Hon.Jfohn] T. 
Caine at Washington D.C. asking as to the condition of Bro. Geo. Q. 
Cannon’s pardon. 

Bro. Samuel Bateman surrendered himself to the 3rd Dist court 
this morni[n]g and he was sentenced by Judge [Elliott] Sandford to 
85 days imprisonment and $75.00 fine. 

Bro Wm Budge called and talked over Idaho affairs, &c. 

Bro Jos. F Smith went home this evening. Prest Woodruff & my- 
self spent the evening together. He handed me a communication 
which had been sent to him for action by friends in the East, and 
which he purposes laying before the apostles tomorrow night. It pur- 
ports to be an epistle from the authorities to the Saints, and reiter- 
ates the passage of the anti-Polygamy laws, the rigid enforcement of 
the Same, quotes from the Book of Doctrine & Covenants, and en- 
deavors to show forth reasons why the church should openly re- 
nounce the practice of Polygamy in the future, and until the time 
comes when the Saints can again practice that principle of their reli- 
gion unmolested. 47 1 did not see how such a thing could be done con- 

47 This was probably written by John W. Young. The letter was discussed in a 
council meeting that day when it was determined “we could not subscribe to the con- 
ditions prescribed. President Woodruff said all of the brethren had spoken right, and 
had we accepted the proposition, the Lord would have rejected us, as the Doctrine of 
celestial marriage had come to stay for all time” (Jean Bickmore White, ed., Church, 
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sistently with our covenants [and] did not think that [it] would satisfy 
our enemies. These are the same ideas that were advanced by Dr 
Miller of Omaha some 3 years ago & which Prests Taylor & Cannon 
could not accept. 

[December 20, 1888; Thursday] It was decided to pay the Public hands 
a small Christmas present, about $300.00 in all. 

By telegram we learn that the Territories Bill in Congress will 
not be called up till Jan[uary] 15/89. 

This evening I attended a meeting of the Council of Apostles at 
the Presidents office. There were present Prest Wfilford] Woodruff, 
Elders L[orenzo] Snow, F[ranklin] D. Richards, B[righam] Young 
[Jr.], Jos F Smith, M[oses] Thatcher, F[rancis] M. Lyman, John 
PI[enry] Smith & H[eber] J Grant & myself. The session continued till 
1045 p.m. Bro Lehi Pratt took me to the meeting & B[righam] 
Hampton took me back in their buggies. The communication which 
Prest Woodruff handed to me last night was presented by Bro Wood- 
ruff, who asked me to read it, which I did, then by request read it 
again. The youngest member was then asked to speak his views in 
brief, and as continued until all had spoken. The brethren were very 
emphatic in opposing or accepting such a measure. They felt it had 
not come from the right source. Did not offer even as much as a mess 
of potage for the relinquishment of our religion. If we gave up one 
portion we would be required to give up all. Could not accept any 
such documents nor their propositions. 

I felt glad that I was o[f] the same mind. 

[December 21, 1888; Friday] A telegram was re[ceive]d from Honjohn 
T. Caine at Washington D.C. setting forth that the Atty. Gen[e]r[a]l 
had recommended Geo. Q. Cannon’s pardon & the President had 
the papers before him. 

I have had a very busy day. 

I accompanied Prests Woodruff 8c Smith to the Bishops meat 
market which was very tastefully decorated with the finest of Beef, 
Mutton, Pork & Poultry. It was a very fine display. Bp [William B.] 
Preston gave me 2 slices of Beef Steak. I left the brethren there and 
drove down with Bro Lehi Pratt to my son Leonards, where I found 


State, and Politics: The Diaries of John Henry Smith [Salt Lake City: Signature Books and 
Smith Research Associates, 1990], 214). 
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my wife Elizabeth & Sons Joseph & Wilford & Gfeorge] A Shum- 
[wa]y who had come up from Provo. I spent an agreeable evening, 
and prepared to start for Provo in the morning, with the team & 
wagon. 

F[ranklin] S Richards returned from Washington D.C. to night. 

[December 25, 1888; Tuesday] Christmas Day. Observed as a holiday. 
We had all our children & Gfeorge] A Shumwayf’s] sister & Children 
to spend the day and help us eat our Christmas Turkey. The children 
were all satisfied with their Christmas presents. The ground was cov- 
ered with snow but not very much. Spent an agreeable day. 

[December 27, 1888; Thursday] At a meeting of the Apostles held last 
night it was decided that Prest Jos. F Smith & Bro. Geo. F. Gibbs go 
with Bro. Ffranklin] S. Richards to Washington D.C. to work in the 
interest of Utah for Statehood &c. and that I remain with Prest 
Woodruff as he could not spare me to go away. 

[December 28, 1888; Friday]! talked to the boys and explfajined again 
what work I wanted done & how to do it, and talked with my wife & 
Children about home affairs &c. They wanted me to remain over 
New Years but I felt that it was necessary for me to be back at my 
post. I got ready to leave in the morning & took something for my 
cold. 

[December 30, 1888; Sunday ]\ found out that Prestjos F. Smith & the 
brethren were going East. They left by this evenings train. Bros 
[Charles H.] Wilcken & [Brigham Young] Hampton accompanied 
them to Ogden & saw them safe on the U[nion] P[acific] train & then 
returned. 

[December 31, 1888; Monday] Prest Woodruff came to me this morn- 
[in]g. He is much better in his health. He signed 23 recommends 
and I read the letters to him. Prestjos F. Smith left me a note ex- 
plain[in]g matters, about his going & Bro Woodruff wanting me to 
stay with him & c. He also left me some letters which had not been at- 
tended to. 

I received a Pass on the Deseret Tel[e]gr[a]p[h] Companys line 
for 1889 from Prest Woodruff & Supt W[illiam] B. Dougall. I wrote 
to Sophia & to Thos G Webber. 


300 



“Utah for Statehood &c 


Several of the brethren called today, and I have had a very busy 
time all day. 

I attended a meeting of the Board of Directors of Zion’s Savings 
Bank & Trust Co, and had some conversation with Bro James Jack 
about the affairs of the Bank & he promised to give me lists of Stock- 
holders &c. 

I am tired & ready for my bed tonight. 
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“The Mind of the Lord” 

1889 


[January 1, 1889; Tuesday] We re[ceive]d a telegram from Hon John 
T. Caine in which he informs us that [United States] Prest Grover 
Cleveland pardoned the 5 brethren from Idaho [who were] prison- 
ers at Sioux Falls penitentiary— yesterday. 

I wrote a number of letters in answer to letters received. 

We observed the eclipse of the Sun through some smoked glass. 
It commenced about 15 min to 2 & at 3 p.m. There was a small part 
only on the lower side visable. 

[January 2, 1889; Wednesday] Prest S[amuel] R. Bennion of Uintah 
Stake called and we had some conversation on his stake affairs. 

Prof Karl G. Maeser of Provo called and I had a few minutes talk 
with him. 

I attended a meeting with Prest Woodruff at the Historians Of- 
fice at 6 oclock. There were present Prest Woodruff, Elder F[ranklin] 
S. Richards, B[righam] Young [Jr], John H[enry] Smith, Heber J 
Grant & myself, Sisters Z[ina] D H Young, Jane S. Richards, B[ath- 
sheba] W. Smith, Sarah M Kimball, E[meline] B Wells & Emily S. 
Richards. 

The question of organizing the ladies of Utah into a Womans 
Suffrage Association was considered. Elder Grant moved that the La- 
dies of Utah proceed to organize a Woman’s Suffrage Association in 
Utah Territory and that the organization when completed, if it is 
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deemed practicable, appoint one or more Delegates to attend the 
National Woman’s Suffrage Assn at Washington D.C., Jan 28, 1889, 
with the proper credentials to report the organization. Se[conde]d 
by Sister Young & carried. 

It was decided that the meeting be held to complete the organi- 
zation at the Assembly Hall, Salt Lake City, on Thursday, Jan 10/89, 
at 1 p.m. and that proper notices be published in the News papers. 

Prest Woodruff suggested that Sister Emily S Richards would be 
a suitable person to send as a delegate if any are sent. This was ap- 
proved. 

I wrote out a notice for the Sisters for publication. 

[January 3, 1889; Thursday] Elders John Henry Smith & John Morgan 
called. Bro Morgan reported the Indian mission at Mesa, Southern 
Arizona. Bro Ammon M Tenney was released from his missionary la- 
bors by Prest Woodruff to look after his family affairs. He has been 
laboring long & faithfully in the missionary field & he is now in rather 
destitute circumstances. Bro Woodruff assumed his indebtedness to 
the Zions Coop Store of some 60 dollars. The Indian Mission is 
placed under the direction of the Presidency of the Maricopa Stake 
of Zion. Letters were written to this effect. 

The manuscript of the translation of the Book of Mormon in the 
Dutch language was handed to Bro Ffranklin] D Richards to be put 
into the hands of Bro F[rancis] A Brown to be taken to Holland for 
publication when ready and after being compared with the transla- 
tion gotten up there. 

Prest Woodruff authorized me to attend to the mail matter and 
sign the recommends until his return, he having some personal busi- 
ness to attend to. He drove to his home at the farm this evening. 

[January 4, 1889; Friday] Elder Ffranklin] D. Richards called and af- 
terwards sister Emily S Richards and each reported that it was agreed 
that the Sisters who had been prominent in the Woman’s Suf fr[a]g[e] 
movement should sign the notice for calling the meeting for Thurs- 
day, Jan 10th. Sister Richards submitted the name of Dr Ellen B. Fer- 
guson as such a one and asked what I thought about adding her name 
as one calling the meeting. I thought it would be proper and re- 
quested her [Richards] to call on the Dr and learn her mind first, 
which she proposed to do. The notice was published this evening 
signed by Emily S. Richards, Zfina] D. H. Young, Jfane] S Richards, 
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Bfathsheba] W Smith, Dr E[llen] B Ferguson, Josephin[e] West, 
E[meline] B Wells & R[omania] B. Pratt. 

I have been engaged in writing up my office daily journal, and 
keeping the business straight. 

I sent for Bro Jas Jack this morning and asked him if arrange- 
ments can be made so that I can get a Wagon & set of Harness for [my 
son-in-law] Geo A Shumway on Tithing pay. He promised to see Bp 
[William B.] Preston for me. He thought I could do so. I also spoke to 
him about the note for $300000 which Bp Preston hold[s] again[s]t 
me and he says it is for the B[ullion] B[eck] & C[hampion] M[ining] 
Cos Stock in my name purchased from Bro John Beck and that A 2 A 
dividends should have been entered upon it, besides the two already 
on it. 

/ January 5, 1889; Saturday] The following telegram was reed., 
Washington D.C., Jan 4/89, 

“U.S. Dist Atty has reported adversely to the pardon of 
George Q. Cannon. 

John T. Caine.” 

I sent a copy to Bro Cannon. 

Bro D[aniel] H Wells called and reported that the roof of the 
Guard House at the Manti Temple was burned off on the 3rd inst. 

I January 6, 1889; Sunday 7 Elder B[righam] Young [Jr] left by U[nion] 
P[acific] train this evening on his mission to the San Juan Country. 

/ January 7, 1889; Monday] Prestjos F Smith asked by telegram, of Jan 
6th at Washington [D.C.], who of the Liberal Ring had gone to Wash- 
ington to appear before the Territorial Committee. 

We answered him that [Governor] Caleb W. West, J[ohn] R 
McBride, P H Lonman, Efdward] P. Ferry & R[obert] N. Baskin left 
this city on the 3rd & 4th. 

[ January 8, 1889; Tuesday] Elder F[rancis] M. Lyman called and re- 
ported his labors in visiting with the Saints in Sanpete Stake & Tem- 
ple, also in the Millard Stake. He had settled some differences of long 
standing. He feels well in body & spirit and looks forward to next 
Monday, when he goes to the Penitentiary for acknowledging and liv- 
ing with his wives, as though he was going on a mission. He thinks he 
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can do much good there in preaching to the “Spirits in prison.” ... 

Prest W[ilford] Woodruff arranged with Bp J[ohn] R Winder to 
pay S[amuel] J Sudbury $5000.00 for his claim on the Mill House at 
the Empire Mill in City Creek Canyon. 

Prest W[ilford] Woodruff & F[ranklin] D. Richards drove to Fa- 
ther F. R. Benedicts home this evening and administered to him. Bro 
R[ichards] Anointed & Bro. W[oodruff] mouth. They then drove to 
Bro W[oodruff]s farm. 

January 9, 1889; Wednesday] A telegram was sent to Bro F[ranklin] D 
Richards at Washington D.C. asking him how Bro. G[eorge] Q Can- 
nons pardon case stands. 

Prest L[ewis] W Shurtleff & Frank J Cannon called & explained 
their Ogden affairs as to their coming city election & their want for 
Judge [John W.JJudd to return & sit with the Supreme Court to hear 
their case. They went to see Judge [Elliott] Sandford to try & get 
Judge Judd sent for. They returned & reported that Judge Sandford 
had telegraphed for Judge Judd. 

Bro Jos A West called & had a personal interview with Prest 
Woodruff on family affairs. 

Elder George Reynolds made a present of a copy of “The Story 
of the Book of Mormon.” 

I read the Deseret Weekly to Prest Woodruff & spent the eve- 
ning in conversation. Prest Woodruff related his missionary labors 
in early life at Fox Islands [Maine] & at London [England], 

January 10, 1889; Thursday] We learned from Bro. F[ranklin] S. 
Richards that all was being done that was possible for Bro Cannons 
pardon. 

Prest Woodruff paid S[amuel] J Sudbury $5000.00 in paym[e]nt 
in full for all his claims to the Dwelling House occupied by his family 
on the Empire Mill Ground in City Creek Canyon and took Bro 
Sudbury’s receipt for the same, whose signature I was witness to. He 
paid him with a deposit check for the amount on Z| ion’s J S[avings] 
B[anking] & T[rust] Co Bank, and Bro Sudbury expressed himself as 
fully satisfied.... 

Prest Woodruff attended a meeting of the Board of Directors of 
Z.C.M.I. at 7 oclock and afterwards drove to his farm home with Bro 
C[harles] H Wilcken. Before leaving he instructed me to attend to 
the mail matter & sign all recommends. 
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l January 1 1, 1889; Friday] A. letter was reed from Elderjos F Smith of 
Jan 9th at Washington D.C. announcing the arrival of himself and 
brethren & the political prospects before them. These he does not 
consider very encouraging. 

I re[ceive]d a copy of letter A from Elder F[rancis] M. Lyman A of 
Prests Taylor & Cannon to the Presidency of Snowflake, Arizona, of 
June 22/86, being instructions on Presidency &c. 

I re[ceive]d a copy of letter of instructions of Prest Woodruff in 
behalf of the Twelve of April 6/88 on Tithing &c and made an 
apportionm[e]nt of the allowances to the Presidency of the Several 
Stakes. 

Bro Frank J. Cannon of Ogden called and I had a nice talk with 
him on Ogden & other matters. It appears thatjudge [John W.] Judd 
is purposely staying away so that the Supreme Court cannot hear the 
Ogden Election case before the elections. 1 ... 

Elder John W. Taylor called on me this evening and I talked with 
him on Estate matters of his fathers for over an hour. 1 promised to 
write to him what I knew about his fathers views on the division of the 
Homestead, and the ownership of Aunt Janes lot, and its division to 
her children. He related to me a dream he had last Christmas at 
Parowan in which Bro M[oses] Thatcher was a prominent party and, 
which I thought was very significant, of him in regard to Prest 
G[eorge] Q Cannon & the complaint he made against him. 

Elder F[ranklin] D. Richards came in this evening and I wrote 
out a telegram in cipher for him to his Son F[ranklin] S. Richards, at 
Washington, inquiring if Judge Judd was at Washington. 

I January 13, 1889; Sunday] A telegram was received from Elder Jo- 
seph F. Smith & F[ranklin] S. Richards for information respecting 
the Articles of Association of ZCMI as to non Mormons as Stock- 
holders. I sent for Bro. Thos G. Webber and learned that the first cir- 
cular [was] sent out in the winter of 1868, and before the incorpora- 
tion of the Institution. It said, “That no person or persons shall be eli- 
gible for membership except they be of good moral character and 


1 For the first time in February 1889, the Liberal Party would win the municipal 
elections in Ogden, Utah’s second largest city. Mormons were reportedly prevented 
from registering and then denied an appeal to the Utah Supreme Court. Members of 
the LDS-controlled People’s Party accused the Liberals of illegally engineering the 
election results. See Edward Leo Lyman, Political Deliverance: The Mormon Quest for 
Utah Statehood (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1986), 110-11. 
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have paid their tithing according to the rules of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints.” When the Institution was incorporated 
in Dec 2 1870 there were [no?] such requirements made for member- 
ship. This information I sent to Bro Smith in cipher telegram tonight. 

Hon John T. Caine also asked by telegram if Bro Geo Q Can- 
non’s [fines] had been paid. I answered, “Geo. Q. Cannon’s fines & 
costs were paid within first sixty days.” 

January 14, 1889; Monday] Elder F[rancis] M Lyman & wife partook 
of breakfast with me, and he made his preparations to appear in the 
US Dist court for Sentence at 10 oclock. He appeared with J[ames] 
H. Moyle and was sentenced to pay a fine of $200.00 & costs & 85 
days imprisonment in the Penitentiary. Bro. Cfharles] H. Wilcken 
drove him out to the Pen.... 

At the request of Prest Woodruff 1 put in shape and commenced 
writing for the press a sketch of his life. This is to be published in the 
“Contributor.” 2 His brother Azmon has been very sick for some time 
and Bro W[oodruff]’s daughter came this afternoon & reported that 
he was sinking. Bro W[oodruff] drove with her to his farm home. 

Bro Wilcken & myself drove to Bro Woodruffs this evening. 
Found his brother quite low. He died at 10.26 p.m. 

January 15, 1889; Tuesday ] Prests A[braham] O Smoot, D[avid] John 
& H[arvey] H Cluff called and submitted the name of Bro Geo 
Halliday for Bishop of American Fork in place of Bp Wm M. Bromley 
[who] left the stake, also the name of Bro Eli Openshaw for Bishop of 
Santaquin in place of Bp. Geo. Halliday. These names were ap- 
proved. 

I had a long conversation with Elder John W. Taylor in regard to 
his father’s Estate matters, after which I wrote a letter to the Execu- 
tors & the Heirs giving them their fathers wishes in regard to the 
Homestead &c. 

January 16, 1889; Wednesday] Prest Woodruff attended the funeral 
of his brother Azmon and spoke at the meeting some twelve minutes. 

1 saw [illegible] the partial eclipse of the moon tonight. About 3 A 
of it was obscured. 

2 This was published the next month as “Testimony of a Lifetime,” The Contribu- 

tor 10 (Feb. 1889): 142-48. Woodruffs name is attached to the essay, although Nuttall 
wrote it. 


“The Mind of the Lord” 


Prest Geo C. Parkinson called and spent the evening with me in 
conversation & explained the case of his sister, Mrs Esther Hendrick- 
sen, who was held in contempt by Judge [Henry P.] Henderson for 
not answering the questions of the Grand Jury, &c. 1 gave him the 
best advice I had. 

[January 17, 1889; Thursday] I received a copy of the Brief of the 
Church Suit before the U.S. Supreme Court from Brojos F. Smith. 

/ January 21, 1 889; Monday ] Prest Woodruff had an interview this eve- 
ning with Elder F[ranklin] D Richards & E[dward] W. Tullidge. 

I called at Sophias 8c she related to me the doings at the meetings 
of the heirs of Prest Taylor’s Estate. There is a great deal of selfish- 
ness manifested by Richard, Emma, Thos E. & Bruce, not much har- 
mony, such a grasping disposition shown. Rich[ar]d & Annie claim- 
ing their full share of the Old Homestead besides their mothers full 
city lot, paying no attention to what their fathers wishes were. They 
sold at auction all the small personal effects so that the poorer mem- 
bers of the family were not able to bid against those who had more 
means, so they did not get much. 

[January 22, 1889; Tuesday] Bro Jos F Smith telegraphed for $5000.00 
which was sent to him through John T. Caine. 

L[ewis] W Shurtleff, of Ogden, called & reported on political 
matters at Ogden, and the financial condition of the “Standard” 
newspaper. He wants the church to take $6000.00 of the “Standard” 
Stock. This was referred to the meeting of the Apostles. 

Prest Woodruff went this evening to his son Wilfords to visit him 
& family. 

I wrote up my daily journal. 

To-day Bro [James] Jack informed us that Marshal [Frank H.| 
Dyer wished to show a friend of his from the Dept of Justice at Wash- 
ington [D.C.] through the Gardo House. They may come tomorrow. 

[January 23, 1889; Wednesday] A letter was written to Prest M[arriner] 
W[ood] Merrill of Logan Temple to discontinue Plural Marriages for 
the present and until further advised unless for special occasions, for 
prudential reasons. 

I wrote some letters for Prest Woodruff to Bp David Brinker- 
hoof and Lot Smith of Tuba, Yavapai Co., Arizona. 
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Bp H[iram] B. Clawson called and reported his trip to California 
recently. 

I wrote to Bro Geo Reynolds and acknowledged the receipt of a 
copy of the “Story of the Book of Mormon,” which he sent me some 
time since. 

Judge [Charles S.] Zane withdrew from the [Frank H.] Dyer, 
[Parley L.] Williams, [George] Peters case to-day in a very abrupt 
manner. 3 

Spent the evening in reading and conversation with Prest Wood- 
ruff. 

Last evening Prest Woodruff told me that he purposed to bring 
before the Apostles before next conference the question of organiz- 
ing the First Presidency. 

Bro [James] Jack called this morning and said that Mr Dyer’s 
friend could not stay to visit the Gardo House, so they did not call. 

[January 24, 1889; Thursday 7 Elder M[oses] Thatcher filed a report of 
the cost of purchase to the Church of Elder E[rastus] Snow’s house 
and property at Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexico, at $1131.62 which 
amount was paid to him. 

$500.00 was advanced to E[dward] W. Tullidge to aid him in get- 
ting out his 2 book[s] in the History of Utah— the Northern por- 
tion— and he to deliver 125 copies when they are completed. 4 

Prest Woodruff instructed me to attend to the mail and to sign 
the recommends while he is away. He went to his farm home tonight 
to be away until Monday next. 

[January 25, 1889; Friday] Elder F[ranklin] D Richards called and re- 
ported his labors in the Tullidge book business as directed by Prest 
Woodruff, a few days ago. He had arranged to have the money ad- 
vanced properly secured. 

Bp W[illiam] B Preston called & filed his report of cash receipts 

3 U.S. Marshal Frank H. Dyer had been assigned the task of seizing church prop- 
erties and holdings valued at more than $50,000.00 and redirecting these assets to the 
benefit of the territory’s schools. Parley L. Williams had replaced Nuttall as Superin- 
tendent of Territorial Schools in 1887. George Peters was territorial Attorney General. 
As the entry indicates, these men experienced some frustration with the legal process; 
see note 10. 

4 See Edward W. Tullidge, Tullidge ’s Histories. Volume II: Containing the History of 
All the Northern, Eastern and Western Counties of Utah ... (Salt Lake City: Juvenile Instruc- 
tor, 1889). The first volume was published in 1886. 
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& disbursements for Nov 1888, also the church pay roll for Dec/88. 
He talked with me on the proposition of consolidating the Woollen 
Factory interests— Provo, Jennings & Smoot & Co. I think this a good 
move if properly entered into and conducted. 

January 26, 1889; Saturday] By letter from Bro F[erdinand] F Hintze 
at Haifa, Jerusalem, Dec 22/88, through Bro Geo Teasdale we learn 
that the Turkish Mission is prospering & he calls for 6 more Elders. 

A Telegram was re[ceive]d from Elder Jos F. Smith at Washing- 
ton D.C., Jan 26, setting forth that Gov. [Caleb] West had told Prest 
Cleveland that Bro Geo Q Cannon is charged with polygamy since 
the passage of the Edumunds-Tucker Act & he therefore withholds 
pardon. 

I sent for Bro James Jack and he procured through Bro Jas H 
Moyle a certificate from Mr WmJ Clarke, clerk of the 3rd Dist court, 
a certificate showing there is no indictment for polygamy on file in 
his office against George Q. Cannon. 

I immediately sent this information by telegraph to Bro Smith 
and mailed the clerks certificate with a letter I wrote to Hon John T. 
Caine. 

January 28, 1889; Monday] A letter was reed from Elder J[oseph] F 
Smith of Jan 21/89 enclosing a statement of monies he ; ’ has ex- 
pended and of the labors of himself & brethren.... 

J[unius] F Wells had an interview with Prest Woodruff and asked 
me to write an account of the Colorado River accident, when Bp 
[Lorenzo] Roundy was drowned, for the “Contributor.” 5 6 


5 The word “he” is written over an illegible word. 

6 The accident occurred in May 1876 while Nuttall was traveling with several LDS 
church leaders, including Daniel H. Wells, to the Mormon settlements in Arizona. A 
dispatch Nuttall sent to Brigham Young on May 29 relating the mishap was printed in 
the Deseret Evening News on May 31: “While towing up the stream, at twenty minutes 
to seven p.m., and rounding a point of rock near the place of starting across, the boat 
tipped and commenced to fill. She soon sank and carried off all on board, viz., Presi- 
dent Wells, Bishops Roundy and Hatch and myself, Brothers Jacob Hamblin, Warren 
Johnson, W. J. Carter and E. W. Wiltbanks. All made the shore alone, excepting Car- 
ter, Hatch, andjohnson, who were picked up by the new boat, and Bro. Roundy was 
drowned. We could not find his body. The carriage and baggage wagon, with all their 
contents including the entire outfit of the escort and most of the provisions of the com- 
pany, were lost. Bro. Hatch’s wagon and most of the load were saved and lodged on an 
island below. All was done that could be done. No blame could be attached anywhere.... 
This was truly a miraculous preservation. President Wells swam about three rods.” 
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Prest Woodruff had an interview with Bro C[harles] W. Stayner 
at the Historian’s office at 8 p.m. Elder F[ranklin] D Richards also 
present. 

/ January 29, 1889; Tuesday] Bro Jos F Smith sent a telegram yesterday 
which we received this morning, asking for transportation of Sister 
Emily S. Richards, also Bro C[harles] W. Penrose, F[ranklin] S. Rich- 
ards, and himself. This was attended to. 

H[iram] B. Clawson & Mr Alex Badlam of California had an in- 
terview with Prest Woodruff from 1030 to 1150 this morning. 

[ January 30, 1889; Wednesday] Bp [William B.] Preston called & sub- 
mitted a report of the committee on Salaries &c. They now suggest 
that the Tithing of all the Church Employees, also the Apostles and 
Clerks, be deducted from their salary monthly, and that the accounts 
of the Apostles & Clerks in the Presidents office be transfered to the 
Bishop’s office and the payments be made from there. Prest Wood- 
ruff was in favor of the payment of tithing monthly. The Bishopric 
seem to be drawing away all the business from the Presidents office. 

Prest Wm Budge called, and talked on' Idaho affairs.... 

Prest Woodruff attended a meeting 7 8 9 at the Historian office at 7 
oclock with some of the officers of the Desert Hospital to talk over 
the affairs of the Hospital. He is not in favor of the contin[u]ance of 
the employment of Dr. R[omania] B. Pratt and feels that a number of 
brethren should be appointed on the Board of Management. 

I January 31, 1889; Thursday] Hon John T. Caine sent by telegraph 
for 15 copies of [Edward] Tullidge’s History of Salt Lake, for pre- 
sentation to the House C[o]m[mi]t[tee] on Territories. These were 
ord[er]ed to be sent by telegraph express. 

I reed a letter from Bro John R. Howard, City, & Benj Bachman, 
Provo, of Jan 29/89. 

Bro C[harles] H Wilcken called and reported that the U.S. Dist 
Atty [George] Peters had turned to the Tribune Ring 8 and was deter- 
mined [to] push for new cases as well as the old ones against the lead- 

7 The word “on” is written over “in”. 

8 A stray “of” appears here (“a meeting of at”). 

9 The Tribune “ring,” or “gang” as it was sometimes known, was composed of 
people who opposed the political strength of the LDS Church. 
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ing men of the church, Bros Jos F Smith & B[righam] Young [Jr] & 
Geo Q. Cannon being named. He is desiring to work for reappoint- 
ment. We conversed on the best course to pursue with Bro Smiths 
families and A I A sent a telegram to Bro. Smith as follows: 

[Joseph F. Smith] 

“Charley has good reasons to believe your l'amilys will be dis- 
turbed by Grand Jury, Feb 4(h. What do you advise. This Dist 
Atty determined to distinguish himself for reappointment. 

LJohn Nuttall. 

James Jack.” 

In the meantime Bro Wilcken called on them & they are willing 
to be moved if required. I also arranged to have Sophia out of the 
way if necessary. 

The Supreme Court to-day decided to have an investigation into 
the [Frank H.] Dyer, [George] Peters, [Parley L.] Williams and 
School Trustees matter and appointed two attorneys in behalf of the 
court to take charge of the investigation which is to commence on 
Monday, Feb 4, and gives 4 days to each side and afterwards 3 days to 
each side for rebuttal if desired. " 

Prest Woodruff before leaving for his farm home this evening di- 
rected that I attend to the mail matter and sign the recommends. He 
left at 6 oclock with the understanding, if he learns he is wanted as a 
witness in the investigation, he will return to our quarters before 
Monday morn[in]g to be out of the way. 

[February 1, 1889; Friday] Sophia called and I explained the state of 
affairs to her, which she readily understood, and was willing to ac- 

1(1 This was part of the investigation of the case of The Late Corporation of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints v. United Slates that came before the U.S. Su- 
preme Court in January 1889. This case tested (he legitimacy of confiscating church 
property under the provisions of the Edmunds-Tucker Act (1887), which among other 
things stipulated that seized assets were to be given to Utah’s territorial schools. Trus- 
tees issued a complaint to the Supreme Court “to investigate charges that the receiver 
[Frank S. Dyer] had settled claims against Mormon property for inadequate amounts, 
rented church sheep herds for an inadequate fee, failed to pursue and recover church 
property, and tried to charge an exorbitant fee for his services.” After a thorough in- 
vestigation, the court upheld the receiver’s actions. See Edwin B. Firmage and R. Col- 
lin Mangrum, Zion in the Courts: A Legal History of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, 1830-1900 (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1988), 256; Leonard J. Arring- 
ton, Great Basin Kingdom: An Economic History of the Latter-day Saints, 1830-1900 (Cam- 
bridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1958), 360-75. 
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cede to the arrangements made, and would prepare herself and chil- 
dren to move if necessary and she would fix as to the place to go to 
A so that A when the team called for her, everything would be ready to 
receive her. 

We received a telegram from Bro Smith in which he arranges 
where each of his wives & children shall go, to be out of the way for a 
season. Bro. [Charles H.] Wilcken took it to have everything in readi- 
ness.... 

Four years ago tonight I accompanied Presidents John Taylor 
and George Q. Cannon when we went into exile from the presence 
of our enemies. Bro. C[harles] H. Wilcken & H. C[harles] Barrell also 
of the party. We have passed through many trying scenes since then. 

[February 4, 1889; Monday] Bro [William] Spry has engaged a detec- 
tive to hunt up the case of Bro Alma P. Richards lost in Mississippi]. 

The [charges in the] Zane, Trustee Dyer case came on for investi- 
gation before Mr Harkness to-day & several witnesses were exam- 
ined. Prest Woodruff concluded to send for Bro F[ranklin] S. Rich- 
ards to return home and a telegram was sent at 2.45 p.m. for him to 
come home immediately from Washington D.C. 

I wrote to Prest Geo. Teasdale at Liverpool and sent for last years 
“Millennial Star.” ... 

The Grand Jury in the 3rd Dist Court was [em]paneled & sworn 
to-day. 

[February 5, 1889; Tuesday] I wrote to Bro S[amuel] S. Jones at Provo 
in reply to his letter reed yesterday, and about the proposed sale of 
the West quarter of the Court Flouse Block at Provo, giving my views 
& some objections. Prest Woodruff signed my letter endorsing my 
views and objections. 

Copy of terms of proposed stipulations in the Church Suit. See 
my record of July 12, 1888. 


Theatre $25,000.00 

Gas Stock 80,000.00 

Street Railway ($45,000 and 

In[tere]st from Mar 2/87) 51,000.00 

Constitution property 36,241.15 

Wells Lots 42,925.00 

A[ngus] M. Cannon 5,500.00 
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Cutler, Provo Manf Co Stock 11,000.00 

Z.C.M.I. Provo Manf Co Stock 1 1,000.00 

30.000 Sheep 60,000.00 

Personal Property conveyed to Stakes 75,000.00 

Deseret Telegraph Co. Stock 22,500.00 


$420,166.15 

Final decree to be entered with reservation as to Church farm 
and Coal lands near Coalville. Also Ward properties to be submitted 
to Department of Justice. 

Facts to be stipulated as to Temple Block Tithing Yard, Gardo 
House, Historian’s office, Council House Corner, and Ogden suits 
and to be submitted to Dep[u]t[y] and if necessary to the Court for 
decision on stipulations and end litigation. One note, $ 157,666.66. 

[February 6, 1889; Wednesday] Prest Woodruff did not have a good 
night. I was up with him 3 or 4 times which did not help me, but I am 
no worse this morning & he feels better but has some cold troubling 
him. 

I attended to our mail matter & Prest Woodruff signed 38 rec- 
ommends & he heard the letters read. 

Bro James Jack called. He expects to be called to the Stand as a 
witness in the [Frank H.] Dyer See case today. I handed to him a check 
on Z[ion’s] S[avings] Bfank] & Tfrust] Co dated Dec 3/88, #29, for 
$1484.25, also another check on the same Bank dated Feb 2/89, #39, 
for $1 187.40, these amounts being dividends for B[ullion] B[eck] & 
C[hampion] Mfining] Cos stock in my name & for which Bp [William 
B.] Preston holds my note for $3,000.00 8c my Book ac[count] in the 
Presidents office [which] is [a] charge [credit?] over $900.00. These 
dividends will pay the balance on my note. 

Bro. C[harles] H. Wilcken called last night & said he was going to 
move Bro Jos F. Smiths families so that the Grand Jury could not 
fin[d] them. 

[February 7, 1889; Thursday] A They had my name up in the Dyer 
Trustee case as an owner in the Bullion Beck Mine and a relative of 
the late Prest John Taylor A 


[February 8, 1889; Friday ]\ am feeling some better this morning, but 
my face shows very strong symptoms of Erysepilas. My nose is sore, 
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my face red, 11 the glands of my throat sore, and I don’t feel first rate 
otherwise.... 

The medicine that I am taking is recommended very highly by 
Bro G[harles] R. Savage & many others. It is Hipo Sulphite of Soda, a 
des[s]ert spoon full 3 times a day, and wash the face with the same 
stuff & rub with Glycerine. The Hipo Sulphite is put into a bottle with 
water and when the water has absorbed all the sulphite it will then 
take the water as above. 

[February 9, 1889; Saturday] I attended to our mail matter and signed 
32 recommends to the Temples, and answered the public letters. 

We rece[i]ved a telegram from Bro Jos F Smith saying that Bro 
F[ranklin] S. Richards started for home today. 

1 find I have a very severe attack of Erysepilas and am taking the 
medicine prescribed by Bro [Charles R.] Savage, and endorsed by 
Bro. Sfamuel] J. Sudbury. He waits upon me and is very kind. I n fact I 
dont know what I should have done had it not been for him & his 
knowledge of this disease & the medicine. Bro James A. Bean &John 
W Turner from Provo called & Bro Bean told me about the proposed 
sale of the Court House Block, also of the proposed building of a 
Methodist University at Provo & some of our halfhearted Saints sub- 
scribing for it. He had seen my letter to Bro Sfamuel] S. Jones & some 
of the brethren had gotten up a remonstrance but Bro [Abraham O.] 
Smoot would not sign it. I asked Bro Bean to send me a copy of the 
remonstrance. 

[February 1 1, 1889; Monday] I am feeling some better but my face is 
much swollen and is sore, yet it is getting better. 

I received a letter from Bro Sfamuel] S. Jones, Provo, in 12 reply to 
mine sent last week to him. 

I explained the situation of affairs at Provo to President Wood- 
ruff and he concluded to have Apostle John W Taylor go to Provo & 
confer with Prest A[braham] O. Smoot and have the sale of the Court 
House” Block stopped. Bro Taylor went to Provo this evening after 
calling & being instructed by Prest Woodruff. 

[February 12, 1889; Tuesday] Elder John W. Taylor returned & re- 

II The word “red” is written over an illegible word. 

12 The word “in” is written over “an”. 

13 “House” is repeated twice. 
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ported he had seen Prest A[braham] O. Smoot, and talked with him 
on the matters referred to & that Bro. Smoot would meet with Prest 
Woodruff tomorrow afternoon. 

I receiv[e]d a letter from C. A. Hunt, Manti. 

John W. Turner called for a short time. 

A letter was received from John A Booth of Provo with a copy of 
the remonstrance to the selling of any portion of the Court House 
Block, Provo, which I read to Prest Woodruff. 

[February 13, 1889; Wednesday ] Prest Afbraham] O Smoot called this 
afternoon. He reported the condition of affairs at Provo in regard to 
the proposed sale of Vs u of the Court House Block. He had favored 
the sale if the deeds for the land sold could be made so as to perpetu- 
ally keep away Saloons, Billiard Halls, and all such like buildings for 
evil purposes, but he did not know whether such a thing could be 
done. He did not think the meeting or the subscription for the Meth- 
odist University would amount to much. Prest Woodruff expressed 
himself as being opposed to the sale of any part of the Court House 
Block and desired Bro Smoot to use his influence against it which he 
promised to do. 

Bro Smoot asked me if I knew anything about the deed for the 
Temple Block at Provo. He said it was not recorded. I do not remem- 
ber anything about [it], but thought that he had it. I promised to en- 
quire if anyone here knew anything about it. Said he ought to get an- 
other one if he could. 

[February 14, 1889; Thursday] Elder F[ranklin] S. Richards returned 
from Washington [D.C.] last night and called on us this morning with 
his father. He had met with Mr [George] Peters & [Frank H.] Dyer, 
U.S. Marshal, this morning and he expected to be called as a witness 
in the Dyer, Trustees matter now being heard before Mr Harkness. 

Bro Richards brought for me from Bro Jos. F. Smith 6 Bottles of 
Rikers Aperient and 100 each of 1 & 2 grain quinine pills which I sent 
for. Bro Richards is not feeling well having taken some cold on the 
way home. 

A telegram was sent to Bro Smith for him and the brethren to do 
nothing further about a pardon for Bro. Geo. Q. Cannon. He does 
not want it now. 


14 The fraction “ps” is written over an illegible word. 
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[February 18, 1889; Monday] A letter was written to Prest A[braham] 
O Smoot for him to get another deed from Rfichard] Breherton for 
the Temple Block at Provo if the other deed cannot be found.... 

I read to Prest Woodruff a Sermon of the Prophet Joseph Smith 
published in the Millennial] Star, Vol 17, page 310, delive[re]d in 
June 1839, in regard to Adam, Jesus, Priesthood &c. 

[February 19, 1889; Tuesday] Bro Jos. F Smith telegraphed that Prest 
Grover Cleveland signed or endorsed the petition for Bro. George 
Q. Cannons pardon, yesterday. As he expects to be released on 
Thursday morning, the pardon may not get here in time. 

Prest Woodruff wrote to Bro F[rancis] M Lyman asking his views 
in regard to the organization of the First Presidency at the April Con- 
ference, and how his vote will be upon that subject. 

Prest Woodruff consented for the Tabernacle Choir to have a 
free Concert of vocal and instrumental music at the large Tabernacle 
in about a month or six weeks. 

Prest Woodruff at my request signed a recommend for Peter W. 
Conover of Provo & his wives to receive their 2nd Anointings. I wrote 
a letter to Bro. Conover enclosing his recommend. 

[February 20, 1889; Wednesday] Bro F[ranklin] S Richards called & re- 
ported he had some conversation with Judge [John W.] Judd in re- 
gard to the Adultery cases before his court of brethren who have 
served a term in the Pen for unlawful cohabitation. He will attend at 
the Provo Court to argue some of these cases at the request of the 
Judge. 

Arrangements having been made that Elder George Q. Cannon 
will be released from the penitentiary early tomorrow morning, and 
that Bro C[harles] G Wilcken will drive him to the residence of Prest 
Woodruff at the farm, who will accompany him to his residence near 
the Jordan River for breakfast, Prest Woodruff left me at 630 p.m. to 
go to his farm house to be there to meet Bro Cannon on his arrival, 
Bro Cannon having expressed a desire to meet Prest Woodruff the 
first man on his release. 

Prest Woodruff also received a letter from Elder Ffrancis] M. 
Lyman in reply to his of the 19th inst. in which he approves of the or- 
ganization of the First Presidency at the coming conference. 

[February 21, 1889; Thursday] Prest A[braham] O Smoot & W[arren] 
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N Dusenbury called this morning and I had a good talk with them on 
Provo matters and the deed for the Temple Block at Provo. 1 urged 
upon them to search for the one which is said was given in A July A 
1874. Bro Smoot said he would not cease his exertions until a deed 
was obtained. They urged me to go to Provo and look through the 
Deeds in file for it.... 

A telegram came from Bro Jos. F. Smith for Bro Geo Q. Cannon 
which I deciphered, also sent him one in reply in cipher. 

1 had some conversation with Bro. Geo. Q. Cannon on the 
B[ullion] B[eck] & C[hampion] Mfining] Cos. affairs. 

[February 22, 1889; Friday] This being the anniversary of [George] 
Washington's] birthday, it was observed as a holiday. 

Prest Woodruff & Elder Geo Q Cannon met at 1230 oclock with 
the Tabernacle Choir, also the Sandwich Island or Haw[ai]ian Choir 
at the Presidents office, and these choirs sang some choice selec- 
tions, and some speeches were made.... 

This was my first day to walk out in the daytime for over four 
years. As Genl Washington & his compatriots fought for liberty, the 15 
anniversary of his birth was a fitting day for me to assert my liberty & 
walk out if only across the street. 

[February 25, 1889; Monday] Agnes Schwartz & her daughter Mary 
called this morning to see Prest Woodruff on her family matters, 
which he promised to write to her about. She said that her Brother 
John, the late President John Taylor, had told her some 30 years ago 
that if She could not be reconciled to continue with any of her hus- 
bands she might be sealed to his brother William or himself, and she 
now wanted to be sealed to him. This is a very curious proceeding & 
which I dont understand. 

Bro Geo. Q. Cannon was with us much of the day.... 

It was decided to have a meeting of the Apostles on Wednesday 
next at 10 a.m. 

Telegram was sent to Prest A[braham] O. Smoot at Provo, in- 
structing him to hold the next quart[er]ly conference in the large Ta- 
bernacle at Provo, also to give an extended notice in the stake, being 
[that] Prest Woodruff & Bro G[eorge] Q. Cannon wish to see the 
Saints. 


15 The word “the” is written over an illegible word. 
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[February 27, 1889; Wednesday] The Council of Apostles met at the 
Presidents office at 1 0 a.m. Present Prest W[ilford] Woodruff, Elders 
Lforenzo] Snow, F[ranklin] D. Richards, Geo Q. Cannon, M[oses] 
Thatcher, John Henry Smith, H[eber] J. Grant &John W. Taylor, Bps 
W[illiam] B. Preston, R[obert] T. Burton &J[ohn] R Winder, [and] 
Elder L John Nuttall. 

The political situation of Ogden and the conducting and sustain- 
ing of the Ogden “Standard” was considered. Prest L[ewis] W Shurt- 
liff, C[harles] C Richards & F[rank] J. Cannon were called in and 
spoke on the matter. 16 

It was decided to hold the next annual Conference at Salt Lake 
City and to connne[n]ce on Saturday, April 6th, 1889, at 10 a.m. 

It was decided that Prest Woodruff as the sense of the council 
give such instruction to the Presidents of the Missions in Northern & 
Southern States in regard to the Elders laboring in those missions as 
he shall be led by the spirit. 

The sale of the [Salt Lake] Theatre for $50,000.00 was approved. 

In the Ogden Standard matter, after much discussion. Elder 
Heber J. Grant moved that the Church take $7000.00 of the stock of 
the Standard Company, also that $ 1000.00 be appropriated in behalf 
of the company provided that the other Stockholders will raise other 
$2000.00 or such a sum as shall be necessary to liquidate their entire 
indebtedness. Se[conde]d by Elder F[ranklin] D Richards. The ques- 
tion was again discussed, and finally carried unanimously. 

I was not at all satisfied with the spirit manifest at the meeting. 
Bros Thatcher & Grant seem to want the church conducted on a mon- 
ey basis. While returning to the Gardo, Prest Woodruff said to me, he 
would about as soon attend a funeral as one of our council meetings. 

[February 28, 1889; Thursday] The Council of Apostles met at the 
Presidents office at 10 a.m. Present as on yesterday, except the Pre- 
siding Bishopric. 

It was decided that a case of Adultery, for the same time as un- 
lawful cohabitation is charged, be found in the Provo section of the 
1st Dist Court for a test case to be carried to the U.S. Supreme Court 
and that Bro. Ffranklin] S. Richards be instructed to see this is prop- 

16 Charles C. Rich reported on the fraudulent municipal elections and Frank J. 
Cannon on the policy of the newspaper. See Franklin D. Richards, Diary, Feb. 27, 

1889, Archives, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
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erly attended to. This action is taken because the Judges are trying & 
convicting our brethren on charges of adultery after they have 
served a term in the Penitentiary for unlawful cohabitation. 

Hon Jere[miah] M Wilson of Washington D.C. is engaged as our 
attorney at Washington provided that he can be employed at a sum 
not exceeding $3000.00 per an[n]um, and Bro Ffranklin] S Richards 
was requested to confer with him upon this matter. 

It was decided that 30 acres of each quarter section of land 
owned by the Indians at Thistle Valley Sanpete Co. be plowed & 
sowed one half into Lucerne & one half with Grain. 

By invitation of Bro. James Jack I accompanied Prest Woodruff 
& the brethren of the Twelve (except Bro Lforenzo] Snow), also sev- 
eral other brethren, on a special Railway Car to Saltair some 16 miles 
from Salt Lake City west to the Salt works of which Company Bro 
Jack is the President. After a drive of 3 A of an hour we arrived at the 
works. This company have 1 00 acres of ground laid off into Salt beds. 
They have a large building in which is machinery for bringing in the 
Salt from the outside, grinding it, drying it, again grinding it fine, 
[and] sacking or carrying to the cars where it is loaded in bulk. They 
make an excellent article of fine table salt 99 2/10% pure salt. They 
extract the Soda & magnesia from the Salt water from the Lake. The 
water is brought from the Lake in a Canal some 400 yards long and is 
pumped up 15 or 16 feet in a quantity to cover 100 acres of ground 1 
inch deep in 1 0 hours. They have several tons of salt on hand and have 
a capacity of grinding and sacking 50 tons of pure fine salt per day. 
Oranges were furnishefd] as refreshments in the train. After spend- 
ing sufficient time the party returned at 4 30 p.m. having spent a most 
enjoyable time. Prest Woodruff, Elders Cannon, Richards and myself 
drove down [to the station] in a coach & [so] returned. Bro Cannon 
& Richards went to Ogden on the Dfenver] & R[io] G[rande] train. 1 ' 

Elder Lorenzo Snow presented me with a copy of his biography 
& family record. 18 


17 James Jack had acquired 100,000 acres of land on the shores of the Great Salt 
Lake and organized the Inland Salt Company on November 21, 1887. In April 1891 the 
company sold for a reported $200,000 to a company based in the Midwest— renamed 
Inland Crystal Salt Company. See Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom, 391-92; John L. 

Clark, “History of Utah’s Salt Industry, 1847-1970,” M.A. thesis, Brigham Young Uni- 
versity, 1971, 68-74. 

18 Eliza R. Snow Smith, Biography and Family Record of Lorenzo Snow ... (Salt Lake 
City: Deseret News, 1884). 
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I rece[i]ved an invitation to attend an old time Social Party at the 
14th Ward Assembly Rooms next Friday night, March 8/89, in 
honor of Prest W[ilford] Woodruff & Geo Q. Cannon. 

[March 1, 1889; Friday] This is the 82nd Anniversary of Prest Wilford 
Woodruffs birth. He is hale & hearty and said to me, [“]I feel very 
well in health and spirits and very grateful that I see this day under 
such favorable circumstances/”] He attended to the signing of 22 
recommends and heard the letters read. He attended a meeting of 
the Board of Directors of the Church Educational organization from 
1 0 a. m. until 1 p.m. He then drove to his farm home to spend the re- 
mainder of the day and evening with his family and friends. 

By telegram from Bro John T Caine we learn that President 
[Grover] Cleveland did not pardon Bro George Q. Cannon. 

I wrote out notices for the holding of the next Annual Confer- 
ence in April 6th/89, being the 59th, and they were published in the 
Deseret News and Herald. 

Before leaving, Prest Woodruff told me that he wished me to re- 
main at the city while he is away attending the Utah Stake Confer- 
ence next Sunday & Monday and in visiting with the Saints in some of 
the other settlements in that stake. He expects to return on Thursday 
next. Also to attend to the mail matter and the general business and 
to sign all recommends to the Temples which are correct, also to for- 
ward to him such letters as may need immediate attention. 

Bro S[amuel] S. Jones called to see me for a short time this morn- 
ing, and in the afternoon he returned with Bpjfohn] P. R. Johnson of 
Provo. They spent an hour very agreeably. I have not seen Bp. John- 
son for over 4 years. He would be pleased to have me move to Provo 
to live and feels well towards me. Bro O. H. Berg of Provo also called 
to see me. He talked about my Son George & his daughter who have 
been keeping company for some 4 years. He is willing that they 
should marry. He starts on a mission to Scandinavia next Tuesday. 
Sister Roueche and Lizzie Baker called and I had a very agreeable 
visit with them. They and family are all well. 1 was pleased to see 
them, as they were to see me. 

[March 3, 1889; Sunday] Prest Wfilford] Woodruff & Elders Geo Q. 
Cannon, Geo Reynolds & Arthur Winter went by train this morning 
to Provo to attend the Utah Stake Quarterly conference today & to- 
morrow. 

322 



The Mind of the Lord 


I returned to the Gardo House tonight and looked over our mail 
of today to see if there was anything that should go to Prest Wood- 
ruff. There was nothing. 

[March 4, 1889; Monday] By telegram from Elder Joseph F. Smith we 
learn that he would start for home from New York last night and ex- 
pects to arrive by Saturday.... 

Benjamin Harrison was sworn in as President of the United 
States to-day and delivered his inaugural address. 

[March 7, 1 889; Thursday ] By letter from Bro L[yman] R Martineau of 
Logan we learn that the total tithing paid in Cache Stake in 1888 was 
$75,005.90, an increase over 1887 of $4351.14. 

Prest Woodruff returned on this mornings train at 10 oclock 
and drove to our quarters. He is not feeling very well having taken 
cold which settled on his lungs. He attended to a few matters that 
needed attention and after seeing Bro John Jacques about some per- 
sonal matters he drove down to his farm home. 

[March 8, 1889; Friday] At 1145 a.m. I received the following tele- 
gram, 

[L. John Nuttall] 

“Elizabeth Ann was delivered of girl this morning. Mother and 
child doing well. Be up this evening. 

Elizabeth Nuttall.” 

I wrote to G[eorge] A. Shumway my congratulations. 

Prest Woodruff is much better this morning. 

Bro James Malin called for me this evening with his horse & 
buggy and drove me down to [my son] Leonards, where I soon met 
with Elizabeth who came up on the U[tah] C[entral] train. Bro Malin 
left me the horse & buggy, and when we were ready I drove to the 
14th Ward Assembly Rooms in a most severe drenching rain storm 
to attend an Old time social party gotten up in honor of Prests W[il- 
ford] Woodruff and Geo. Q. Cannon. I met many of my old time 
friends since we have been out on the U[nder] Gfround] and enjoyed 
myself very much in their company. There were Bro. & Sister 
Roueche and daughter Josephine, Bro & Sister Day, Bro & Sister 
Godfrey, Bro & Sisterjohn W. Woolley & daughter Amy, Bro. David 
James, Bp. Samuel Bennion & wife, and many others. A quartette 





lead by Bro. Beezely sang two select pieces, “Home Sweet Home” & 
“Auld Lang Syne.” Prest W[ilford] Woodruff & Elder Cannon made 
a few appropriate remarks. Visiting, conversation, and dancing was 
the order until 15 min to 12 when We left for Leonards. Bro [John?] 
McHenry drove us down. 

Elder Joseph F. Smith returned from the East this evening. 

[March 11, 1889; Monday] Prest Woodruff & Elder Geo. Q. Cannon 
attended the Davis Stake Conference at Bou[n]tiful to-day and re- 
turned at 6. o. clock and came to the Gardo House. These brethren 
attended a birthday party at the residence of Bro. Joseph Horne and 
returned to the Gardo at 1 1 p.m. 

[March 12, 1889; Tuesday] Prest Woodruff still has a cold in 19 his 
lungs. I read the letters to him and he signed 18 recommends. 

I attended to the business. 2 telegrams were received from Hon 
John T. Caine. He recommends Mr [William S.] McCornick for Gov- 
ernor of Utah. 

Prest Woodruff & Bro. Cannon went out to dinner this after- 
noon. 

A telegram was sent to Bro. J[ohn] T. Caine at Washington, also 

$500.00- 

[March 13, 1889; Wednesday] Prest Woodruff & Elder Geo. Q. Can- 
non drove out to the Penitentiary this morning and returned at 1220 
p.m.... 

I attended a meeting of the Stockholders of the B[ullion] B[eck] 
& C[hampion] M[ining] Co at the Presidents office. John W. Taylor 
was very exacting and demanded that his father’s family should have 
2 members on the new Board, also to have 2 members of the Execu- 
tive committee, naming A[lonzo] E. Hyde & Rich. J. Taylor for the 
committee. He objects to Bro Geo. Reynolds being on the Board. I 
was very much worked up in my feelings. 

I attended a meeting of the Twelve apostles, at which time Prest 
Woodruff called Bro John W Taylor to account for his remarks made 
at Nephi on March 3/89 against Hon John T. Caine/’ [after which] 


19 The phrase “still has a cold in” is written over an illegible portion. 
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each of the members of the Twelve present [spoke]— viz. Ffranklin] 
D. Richards, Geo. Q. Cannon, Jos F. Smith, Mfoses] Thatcher, J[ohn] 
H[enry] Smith, H[eber] J Grant & J[ohn] W Taylor. Each of the 
brethren spoke their minds and were not in favor of the course pur- 
sued by Bro. Taylor, and required him to publish a correction which 
he promised to do. 

[March 14, 1889; Thursday] I attended a meeting of the Stockholders 
of the B[ullion] B[eck] & C[hampion] M[ining] Co at 9 a.m. and ex- 
plained my views and experience in the company. 

Flon Jere M. Wilson sent [a] letter accepting the position of At- 
torney for the Church at Washington D.C. for $2000.00 per year. 

Elder Jos F. Smith had some further conversation with Elder 
John W. Taylor in regard to his remarks at Nephi on March 3/89.... 

A correction was drafted for Elder John W. Taylor’s consider- 
ation & signature. 

[March 15, 1889; Friday] A cablegram was sent to Elder George 
Teasdale at Liverpool to come home for conference. 

I attended another meeting of the B[ullion] B[eck] & Cham- 
pion] M[ining] Co. We elected F[rank] Armstrong, A[ lonzo E.] Hyde 
& R[ichard] J Taylor an executive committee, and rather than submit 
to the demands of the Taylor family, Bros G[eorge] Q Cannon, Jas 
Jack, Hfiram] B. Clawson and myself insisted on the old Board, and 
havi[n]g the most votes, we gained our point. 

Elder Jos F Smith had further talk with J[ohn] W Taylor on the 
correction of his remarks, as he did not altogether like the draft 
made for him. He promised to get out something for publication. 

[March 16, 1889; Saturday] By cablegram we learn that Bro. George 
Teasdale sailed from Liverpool today. 

I wrote a letter for him on his arrival at New York giving him in- 
structions and sent him a ticket from the Missouri River home, which 
Bro W[illiam] C Spence procured, also introductions to Railway men 
if he needs them. 

[March 19, 1889; TuesdayJBro. Amos Howe, Supt.James Moyle & Bp. 
John R. Winder having been sent for, explanations were made in re- 
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gard to putting on the Roof of the Salt Lake Temple. Bro. Howe’s en- 
gagement is to put on the roof and charge for all he pays out in La- 
bor, material, and expenses, and furnishes vouchers for the same on 
which he has a percentage. Bro Moyle will furnish all the assistance 
he can in making scaffolds or any other work to facilitate putting on 
[the] roof. 

I had a talk with Bro. James Moyle about employing Leonard on 
the Temple Block. He requested me to inform him that he would put 
him to work to-morrow morning if he is there. I sent a note to Leon- 
ard to this effect. 

[March 20, 1889; Wednesday] I met with Prests Woodruff, Cannon & 
Smith and Sisters Jane S. Richards, E[meline] B Wells & Emily S. 
Richards in regard to the Womans Suffrage Movem[e]nt. These sis- 
ters were advised to work for the Union in all their moves. 

[March 21, 1889; Thursday] From Telegrams from Hon. John T. 
Caine we learn that our enemies at Washington D.C. are very ener- 
getic[al]ly [vying] for the offices in this Territory. 

I wrote some public letters. A telegram was sent through H[iram] 
B. Clawson to friends in California on the political situation and se- 
lection of officers for Utah. 

[March 22, 1889; Friday ]\ attended a meeting of the Directors of the 
Deseret Telegraph Company at 10 a.m. and we attended to the busi- 
ness before the meeting. 

Prest Mfarriner] W[ood] Merrill of [the] Logan Temple called. I 
was much pleased to see him. 

Prest A[braham] O. Smoot called 8c reported that they had not 
yet found the Deed from Richard Breherton to the Church for the 
Provo Temple Block & Rfichard] Breherton is plowing up the land to 
sow lucerne seed upon it. It was suggested that Bro Smoot endeav- 
our to make suitable terms with him or as good as can be had for the 
purchase of the land. 

Elder Karl G. Maesar called. He is on his way to Logan. A recom- 
mend was given to him to enable him to visit the Temple. He told me 
that he had conversed with my daughter Mary and he purposed call- 
ing upon her for her services as a teacher in the B.Y. Academy. 

Prest Woodruff went to the Theatre this eveni[n]g & afterwards 
to his farm. 
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Elder Joseph F Smith met with Bros F[ranklin] S. Richards, 
H[iram] B Clawson, Amos Howe, F[rank] Armstrong & Mr Isadore 
Morris in our office this evening, in getting up an arrangement 
whereby Bro Smith can appear before Judge [Elliott] Sandford and 
be released on the indictment against him on payment of a fine. A pe- 
tition signed by several prominent gentiles had been gotten up, but 
Bro Smith could not approve of the terms set forth. Another petition 
was prepared which Mr Morris & Bro Howe said they could get signa- 
tures to. Other arrangements were made & Judge Sandford pro- 
posed to remain here another day to attend to this matter tomorrow. 

[March 23, 1889; Saturday] The arrangements entered into last eve- 
ning fell through in consequence of Judge [Elliott] Sandford having 
been called to go East on this mornings train. 

I attended to our mail matter and signed 9 recommends to the 
Temples. 

H[iram] B. Clawson called & submitted two telegrams from our 
friends in California and a telegram was sent to Hon John T Caine at 
Washington D.C. to visit with Senator [Leland] Stanford of Califor- 
nia to explain the situation of the appointment of Utah officials. 

[March 25, 1889; Monday] A long telegram was reed from Hon John 
T. Caine at Washington D.C. in relation to the proposed appoint- 
ments for officials of Utah, none having been made yet. 

Elders John Ephraim Magleby of Monroe &John W. Kaulema- 
moku of Salt Lake City who returned from New Zealand a few days 
ago, called & reported their labors in that mission having been gone 
from home 3 years & 9 months. The mission is in a prosperous condi- 
tion. 

It is decided that Elder F[ranklin] S. Richards go to Washington 
D.C. for the purpose of advancing the Hans Nielsen adultery case on 
Habeas Corpus before the U.S. Supreme Court, also to assist in the 
matter of appointments of officers for Utah. 

Bro H[iram] B. Clawson handed to me a check on McCormicks 
Bank for $203.00 in favor of Ben. Bachman, Provo, in payment of 
fees due him in the case of the B[ullion] B[eck] & C[hampion] 
M[ining] Co in the 1st Dist Court of Utah. I wrote to Mr Bachman & 
enclosed the check to him. 

It was decided to divide the 19th Ward & organize the 22nd 
Ward, Salt Lake City, with Bro. Alfred Solomon as Bishop. 
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A long telegram was sent to Hon. John. T. Caine, Washington, 
on the question of appointment of Utah officials. 

[March 26, 1889; Tuesday] Joseph S. Rawlins was engaged to go to 
Malad, Idaho, to attend to the cases of brethren indicted for Prejury 
for $200.00 for 3 days services & 25.00 per day after that. 

F[ ranklin | S. Richards was blessed & set apart for his labors at 
Washington D.C. by Prest Woodruff, Elders Ffranklin] D. Richards, 
Geo Q. Cannon & John Henry Smith. Geo. Q. Cannon mouth. 

A long telegram was reed from 21 Hon John T. Caine, Washing- 
ton DC, asking for affidavits against Cfharles] 22 S. Zane & [H. W.P] 
Smith & Hudson of Ogden 

We have had a buzy day in reading and deciding upon a number 
of letters which have been accumulating for the past 3 weeks. 

[March 29, 1889; Friday] Prest Cannon & Smith at the G[ardo] 
H[ouse] office today. Elder Smith signed 13 recommends & I signed 
6 . 

2 23 telegrams were sent to New York calling Bro Brigham Young 
[Jr] home for conference meetings. 

[March 30, 1889; Saturday] We are informed by telegram that Bro. 
B[righam] Young [Jr] proposes to leave New York for home next 
Tuesday. He was told that would be too late for conference meetings. 

By telegram we learn that Bro. Geo. Teasdale is on train reach- 
ing Ogden Monday 3 p.m. 

[April 1, 1889; Monday] A tel[e]gram was reed from Hon John T. 
Caine at Washington. D.C. No nominations on the 30th for Utah of- 
ficials. Friends working hard. The President of the U.S. very preju- 
diced & uninformed on our question and not willing to be informed. 

Prest Afbraham] O. Smoot & Hfarvey] H. Cluff of Provo called 
and report that Rich[ar]d Breherton has sold the land of the Temple 
site near Provo to his son for $1200.00. A committee consisting of 
Samuel R Thurman, W[arren] N Dusenberry & Reed Smoot had 
been appointed to wait upon Mr Breherton & try to come to a com- 
promise on the matter. 
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Prest D[aniel] H Wells called and reported the labors in the 
Manti Temple as very satisfactory.... 

Copy of Petition of Bruce Taylor[:] 

Territory of Utah, County of Salt Lake 

In the Probate Court in the matter of the Estate of John Taylor 
deceased. 

A[rthur] B[ruce] Taylor being first duly sworn says that 
he is one of the heirs of said John Taylor deceased. That 
John L. Nuttall was appointed an executor of said estate and 
was granted letters by this court on the [blank] day of [blank] 
1887. 

That said John L. Nuttall is incompetent to act as such 
executor for the reason that he is on the underground and is 
in concealment to avoid the service on him of criminal pro- 
cess from the District Court of this District. 

That the offense that the said John L Nuttall is charged 
with, as affiant is informed and believes, i[s] the crime of po- 
lygamy. 

That the said John L. Nuttall [has not been seen] by per- 
sons interested in the said estate except by a previously ar- 
ranged meeting in some secret place and then only after 
much delay. 

That said John L. Nuttall has wrongfully neglected said 
estate, and has long neglected to perform any act as such ex- 
ecutor. 

Wherefore affiant asks that the powers of said executor 
be suspended and that he be cited to appear and show cause 
why his letters should not be revoked. 

Subscribed & sworn to before me this 10th day of Nov 1888 

Elias A. Smith } A. B. Taylor 

Probate Judge 

Salt Lake County. 

Copy of Petition for Share of Estatef:] 

In the Probate Court of Salt Lake County, Territory of Utah 

In the Matter of the Estate of John Taylor deceas[e]d. 

To the Probate court of Salt Lake County. 

Your petitioner A. B. Taylor respectfully represents that 
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John Taylor departed this life on or about the 25th day of 
July 1887 in said Salt Lake County. That the said John Taylor 
left an estate consisting of real and personal property. 

That the majority of said Estate is situate[d] in said Salt 
Lake County. 

That the saidjohn Taylor executed a will, which said will 
was duly probated in said Probate Court of Salt Lake County 
on the 15th day of October 1887. 

That letters testamentary were duly issued to the execu- 
tors then in said will by the said Probate Court on the 15th 
day of October 1887. 

That said estate is but little indebted and that the share 
of your petitioners in said estate may be allowed to him with- 
out loss of the creditors of said estate. 

That your petitioner is one of the heirs of saidjohn Tay- 
lor deceased and entitled to a share of said estate. 

Wherefore your petitioner prays that his share of said 
estate may be given to him on his giving bonds with ap- 
proved security conditioned for the payment of his propor- 
tion of the debts of said estate as provided by law. 

Respectfully, 

A. B. Taylor. 

I rec[e]ived from Bro. James Jack a certificate of Stock for 1000 
Shares in the Inland Salt Company of Utah for which I am to pay him 
$500.00. The Shares are for $10.00 each. I feel assured that this will 
be a good investment for home manufacture, and with the view of 
helping it I take this stock. 

Order of Court. 

In the Probate Court in and for Salt Lake County, Utah Territory 

In the Matter of the estate of John Taylor, deceased. 

On reading the affidavit of A. B. Taylor one of the heirs 
of John Taylor deceased setting forth that L. John Nuttall 
one of the Executors of the Last Will and Testament of said 
John Taylor deceased has wrongfully [executed] the said es- 
tate and has long neglected to perform any act as such exec- 
utor, and petitioning this court to suspend the powers of 
said L. John Nuttall as Executor and that he be cited to ap- 
pear and show cause why his letters should not be revoked. 
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It is hereby ordered that the said L. John Nuttall be, and 
he is hereby, suspended as Executor of the Last Will and 
Testament of John Taylor deceased, and that he appear be- 
fore this Court on Tuesday the 27th day of November, A.D. 
1888, to show cause why his letters as such Executor should 
not be revoked as prayed for in said affidavit, and that notice 
thereof be given by serving a copy of this order upon the 
said L. John Nuttall at least ten days before the said 27th day 
of November A.D 1888. 

Done in open court this 13th day of November A.D. 1888. 

Elias A. Smith 

Probate Judge. 

The Sheriff after trying to serve the foregoing order, made the 
following returnf:] 

City and County of Salt Lake, Utah Territory. 

I hereby return this writ not served, being unable to find L. 
J[ohn] Nuttall. 

J. W. Burt 

Deputy Sheriff. 

Filed Nov 19th 1888. 

Order Appointing time and place to hear petition for distribu- 
tion[:] 

In the Probate Court in and for Salt Lake County, Territory 
of Utah. 

In the Matter of the estate of John Taylor deceased. 

Upon reading the petition of A. B. Taylor herein filed 
setting forth that he is one of the heirs of said John Taylor 
deceased, and praying for an order of distribution of his 
share of the estate of said John Taylor deceased. 

It is hereby ordered, that notice of at least ten days be 
given according to law to George J. Taylor, John W. Taylor 
and L. John Nuttall, Executors of the Last Will and Testa- 
ment of saidjohn Taylor, deceased, and to all persons inter- 
ested in said estate, to be and appear in said Probate Court 
at the Court room of said Court in the Court House of Salt 
Lake County in Salt Lake City on Tuesday the 27th day of 
November A.D. 1888 at 1 1 oclock a.m. of that day, then and 
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there to show cause, if any they 24 have, why the prayer of said 
petitioner should not be granted, and an order of distribu- 
tion of said estate, as prayed for, should not be made. 

Salt Lake City, November 13th 1888. 

Elias A. Smith 

Probate Judge. 

Answer of L. John Nuttall in the Probate court of Salt Lake 
County, Territory of Utah[:] 

In the Matter of the estate of John Taylor, deceased. 

To the Honorable, the Probate court in and for the County 
of Salt Lake, 

Territory of Utah. 

I, L. John Nuttall, one of the executors of the last will 
and testament of John Taylor, deceased, being ordered to 
show cause why the letters testamentary heretofore issued 
to me, in the matter of the said estate, should not be re- 
voked, respectfully represent: 

That after having qualified as such executor I per- 
formed my duties as such to the best of my ability; that I as- 
sisted in the preparation of the inventory filed giving of no- 
tice to creditors, and the adjustment and settlement of the 
affairs of said estate, until the month of November 1887 
when my health completely failed me, and upon the advice 
of my physician, I left the Territory of Utah for a change of 
climate, it being absolutely necessary to do so. 

That while it is true that I did so leave the Territory and 
was absent therefrom for some months thereafter, I am 
now, and have been for sometime, laboring for the interests 
of the said estate, and the settlement thereof, and but for the 
order made herein, suspending my letters testamentary, I 
would have joined in the rendering of the account which the 
executors of the said estate are about to file. 

That I am now prepared, and willing, to act as such exec- 
utor, and to perform my duties as such, to the best of my 
ability. However, I am not desirous of further participating 
in the administration of the said estate, if the heirs therein 
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object to the same or if the court, from the premises, thinks 
it not meet for me to act. 

L John Nuttall 

Dated November 24, 1888, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Filed Nov 27, 1888. 

Having obtained the original papers in the Estate matter from 
Bro James H. Moyle, Atty., I copied them for [the] first proceeding. 
See my Journal of Friday & Saturday, Nov 16 & 17, 1888. 

At 8 25 p.m. Elder George Teasdale arrived at our quarters, be- 
ing brought by Bro. [John?] McHenry who went with a team and car- 
riage to Uintah Station, mouth of Weber Kanyon, to meet him. Bro. 
T[easdale] is well in health, but quite thin in flesh. He has had a 
rough journey of 1 7 days from Liverpool glad to be a home again and 
meet the brethren. 

[April 2, 1889; Tuesday] By telegram from Bro John W. Young we 
learn he had an interview with Mr [James G.] Blain, [U.S.] S[e]cretary 
of State, who trusted our affairs could be amicably arranged. 

We learn by press dispatches that the Hans Nielsen Habea[s] 
Corpus Case was advanced in the U.S. Supreme Court to be heard on 
the 18th April. This is a test case to get a decision on the trials of in- 
dictments for unlawful cohabitation and adultery with the same wife 
during the same period of time. 

[April 3, 1889; Wednesday] The Council of Apostles commen[c]ed 
their Conference Meetings at 1030 a.m. at the upper sitting room in 
the Gardo House, and continue[d] in session till 5 30 p.m. There 
were present Prest W[ilford] Woodruff, Apostles L[orenzo] Snow, 
F[ranklin] D Richards, Geo Q. Cannon, Jos F Smith, M[oses] Thatch- 
er, John Hfenry ] Smith, Geo Teasdale & H[eber] J Grant, also my- 
self— Bp W[illiam] B Preston in the afternoon. 

Prest Woodruff called up the misunderstanding between Bro 
Moses Thatcher & Geo Q Cannon on the Bfullion] B[eck] & Cham- 
pion] M[ining] Co matters which he wished to have settled. I read all 
the correspondence between the parties & Prest Woodruff since this 
affair was brought up by Bro M[oses] Thatcher on Dec 3/88, after 
which the brethren spoke, Bro Cannon having submitted a very fair 
proposition for settlem[e]nt. Bro Thatcher was very persistent in his 
views. The matter was left over to give Bro T[hatcher] time to exam- 
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ine Bro C[annon]’s proposition. Each of them expressed themselves 
as not having any feelings against each other so [strong] but what 
they can attend to the general business before the Council. 

This afternoon the matter of furnishing means for Printing 
tracts &c for the Turkish 2 ’ Mission was refered to the Presidency of 
the British Mission, to make application for such aid as may be re- 
quired. 

The sum of $2506.30 was allowed to the late apostle E[rastus] 
Snow to balance his account on the church books to Dec 31, 1887. 
That amount having been overdrawn. 

The claim of the family of the late Parley P. Pratt for royalty on 
the publication of the “Voice of Warning” and [“]Key to Theology.” 
Letters were read & the brethren expressed their views. The matter 
was referred to Bros F[ranklin] D Richards & Geo Q. Cannon, the 
committee to examine into the legal questions of copyrights and 
publication of church 21 ’ works, and make such recommendations as 
they shall deem proper. 

Several reports of committees were read & approved. It was de- 
cided that the church pay the Salary of Bro Sterling as Clerk of the 
Salt Lake Stake & High Council at 6500 per month. 

It was decided to stop the work of building Walls or terraces on 
the Logan Temple grounds until Prest Woodruff can go there and 
give necessary instructions. 

Adjourned till 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

Benidiction by Prest W[ilford] Woodruff. 

$42-10 was allowed the “Juvenile Instructor” for Bibles fur- 
nished the Sunday School at 2 ' the Utah Penitentiary. 

[April4, 1889; ThursdayJThe Council of Apostles met at 10a.m. Pres- 
ent as on yesterday afternoon, also Bishops [Robert T.] Burton & 
[John R.] Winder. 

$470.00 was allowed to Bro. E. A. Box to pay his fine & Costs. He 
is now in the Penitentiary. 

A communication from the Deseret News Company explaining 
the conditions financially was read & filed for further consideration. 

It was decided to purchase a Township of land adjoining the set- 
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dement of Card, on Lee’s Creek, Alberta, N[orth] W[est] Territory], 
Canada, contain[in]g about 21,000 acres. This is some land which El- 
der John W Taylor had located for private use, but at the request of 
Prest WJilford] Woodruff he had relinquished his claim in behalf of 
the Church. 

A loan of $ 1000.00 was made to Bro C[harles] O Card to enable 
him to make payment of the land on which the setdement of Card is 
located. 

$3345.50 was appropriated to pay a quarters salary of those per- 
sons on the pay roll of the Manti Temple, and [of] Bros Andrew 
Thompson & J L Bench [who] were up on the payroll at $600.00 per 
year. 

Bro M[oses] Thatcher submitted a letter from A[rthur] Stayner 
on the Sugar Industry. Read & commented upon. 

St George Temple financial matters & letter from Prest Wm 
King at the Sandwich Islands were read. 

The action of Prest Woodruff in sending $4032.00 to New York 
to Bro Jesse N Smith for Purchase of Land at Snowflake [Arizona] & 
Taylor was approved. 

Presiding Bishopric were authorized to sell the 14 section of land 
near Franklin, Idaho, on which the Temple Stone Quarry is located. 

Prest D[aniel] H Wells was authorized to dispose of the Planeing 
Machinery &c at the Manti Temple. 

Adjourned at 4 p.m. till 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

Telegram sent to Hon. John T. Caine at Washington D.C. in- 
forming him of affidavits & other papers having been sent to him re- 
specting non appointment of Judge [Charles S.] Zane &c, also favor- 
ing retention of Mr [John A.] McClernand on the Utah Commission. 

[April 5, 1889; Friday] Elder Brigham Young [Jr] arrived from New 
York last night and came to the Gardo House early this morning. 

The Council of Apostles met at 1030 a.m. Present Prest W[il- 
ford] Woodruff, Apostles L[orenzo] Snow, Ffranklin] D Richards, 
G[eorge] Q Cannon, B[righam] Young [Jr.], J[oseph] F. Smith, 
M[oses] Thatcher, J[ohn] H[enry] Smith, G[eorge] Teasdale, H[e- 
ber] J. Grant & J[ohn] W. Taylor, Coun Dfaniel] H. Wells & Elder L. 
John Nuttall. 

Prayer by Elder Geo Q Cannon. 

Elder John W Taylor & CO. Card filed a letter in regard to the 
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purchase of a Township of land near to “Card” in Canada, which was 
approved, and he & Bro C[harles] O Card were appointed to confer 
together & conclude the arrangements to secure the Titles . 28 

Prest Woodruff said he felt the time had come that the Church 
should be fully organized & that the First Presidency should be orga- 
nized according to the revelations. Called on the brethren to express 
their feelings. 

Elder L[orenzo] Snow referred to the days of the Prophet Joseph 
& the organization of the Church— also to the death of Prest B[rig- 
ham] Young & when Prest John Taylor was chosen. Concluded by 
moving that President Wilford Woodruff be the President of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and that he be autho- 
rized to nominated his two counselors to form the First Presidency 
of the Church. 

Elder F[ranklin] D. Richards was in favor of the First Presidency 
being organized and seconded the motion as made by Elder L Snow. 

Elder Geo. Q. Cannon was in favor. 

Elder B[righam] Young Qr.] was in favor. 

Elder Joseph F. Smith was in favor. 

Elder M[oses] Thatcher has felt for some time the necessity of a 
complete organization of the Priesthood. Referred to the organiza- 
tion of the First Presidency at the time when President John Taylor 
was chosen to preside, was in favor of the motion. 

Prest Woodruff said that F[rancis] M. Lyman had been con- 
sulted and had expressed himself as in favor. 

Elder John H Smith was in favor of the motion. 

Elder Geo Teasdale was in favor of the motion. 

Elder Hfeber] J. Grant was in favor of the motion. 

Elder John W. Taylor was in favor of the motion. 

Elder D[aniel] H Wells was in favor of the motion. 

Prest Woodruff said, [“]I have never seen a time when the 
Church needs the services of the Twelve [more] than to-day. A many 
of us have been tied up— I am thankful for the united feeling which 
[h]as been made manifest this morning.[”] 

On the question of the motion being called it was carried unani- 
mously. 


28 According to Heber J. Grant: “Prest Woodruff said that there were some lands 
in Canada that John W. Taylor had made arrangements to purchase that he thought 
that the Church should have as these lands were needed for a settlement of the saints, 
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Prest Woodruff, said, [“]I have considered this matter for some 
time and have felt to select and now nominate Elders Geo. Q. Can- 
non and Joseph F. Smith as my counselors. I am getting along in 
years and cannot expect to be long with you. I was present when the 
Prophet Joseph rolled the responsibility of the Church on to the 
shoulders of the Apostles. I am the oldest member of the Apostles. 
There should be perfect union among us as Apostles and in this quo- 
rum. It is the duty of the Apostles to see that the Gospel is carried to 
the Nations and their services are very much needed among the Lat- 
ter-day Saints. I am pleased with the spirit manifested by Elder John 
W. Taylor this morning on the land matter. We should have no 
other desire than to labor for the interest of the Church and King- 
dom of God.[”] 

Elder D[aniel] H Wells moved that the nominations as made by 
Prest Woodruff be approved. Seed by Elder John W Taylor. 

Elder Geo Q Cannon expressed his personal feelings as to the 
nomination of himself. He would rather be excused. [“]I can only ac- 
cept of this nomination by knowing that it is the will of the Lord, and 
that it is with the hearty and full approval of my brethren. I trust you 
will all understand my feelings in this matterj”] 

Prest Woodruff said, [“Jit has been made manifest to me by the 
Lord that it is right for us to organize the First Presidency. I can also 
say that I have prayed over this matter and I know that it is the mind 
of the Lord, that Bros Cannon & Smith shall be my counselors. [”] 

Elder L[orenzo] Snow said he knew that it is the mind and will of 
God that Bros Geo. Q. Cannon & Joseph F. Smith should be the 
counselors to President Woodruff in the First Presidency. 

Elder D[aniel] H. Wells spoke and gave his views. 

Elder F[ranklin] D. Richards moved that Elder Geo Q Cannon 
be approved & sustained as the first counselor to President W[ilford] 
Woodruff in the First Presidency. Seed by Elder Teasdale. 

Elder MJoses] Thatcher said that [“]in consequence of the re- 
marks of Prest Woodruff of the manifestations of the spirit to him, I 
am ready to vote for Bro Cannon. I wish I had put myself in such a po- 
sition as to have had the same manifestations. There has been some 


they adjoined our present location in Canada. A vote was taken to make the purchase 
in case that Bro. Taylor was willing to give up his claim on them” (Grant, Diary, Apr. 
5, 1889, typescript in D. Michael Quinn Papers, Special Collections, Beinecke Library, 
Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut; original in LDS Archives). 
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matter of his former administration which have not been approved 
by the Saints but I will let that pass. When I vote for him I shall do so 
freely and will try and sustain him with all my might.[”] 

Elder L[orenzo] Snow spoke again. 

Elder Geo Q Cannon spoke very feelingly and wished the breth- 
ren to speak freely. 

Elder B[righam] Young [Jr.] could not understand Bro Thatch- 
ers position. [“]I know that it is the mind & will 21 of the Lord that 
Bros Cannon & Smith shall be the counselors to Prest WoodruffJ”] 

Elder Joseph F. Smith expressed his feelings. He would rather go 
to Van Diemans land [Tasmania] or China or any other place than to 
be appointed to this office. [“]I feel my humility, have not had any 
manifestations as to my name until the manifestation presented by 
Prest Woodruff. I know my weakness and ask forgiveness for all I 
have said or done to injure any person. [”] 

Elder Geo. Q. Cannon named each of the brethren present and 
said if he had ever said or done anything to injure or to hurt the feel- 
ings of any of you my brethren, [“]I ask your forgiveness. If there is 
anything remaining in any of your minds as to what I may have said 
or done— I ask your forgiveness. I do this as a duty, privilege, and a 
pleasure. [”] 

Elder John H. Smith referred to former meetingfs] of the Coun- 
cil and reconciliations. [“]I can and shall fully sustain Bro Cannon. [”] 

The question being called, the vote was unanimous in favor. 

Moved by Elders M[oses] Thatcher, seed by Elder B[righam] 
Young [Jr.], that Joseph F. Smith be approved and sustained as the 
second counselor to Prest W[ilford] Woodruff. Carried unanimously. 

Moved By Elderjohn H. Smith that Elder IJorenzo] Snow be the 
President of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. Seed by Elder Teas- 
dale & Carried. 

Moved by Elderjohn H. Smith that A Elcler A Ffranklin] D. Rich- 
ards be Historian of the Church. Seed by Elder Grant & carried. 

Prest Woodruff presented the question of submitting the name 
of Bro. John W. Young to the Conference as Counselor to the Twelve. 

Elder Jos F. Smith felt that Bro. Young should be present before 
any action is taken in his case. [“]I believe that he has much faith in 
the Gospel and is willing to labor in the interest of the Church. [”] 30 

29 The words “& will” are written over “of the”. 

30 According to Brigham Young Jr.: “John W. Y[ oungjs name was mentioned by 
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On motion of Elder Jfoseph] F Smith adjourned. 

[April 7, 1889; Sunday] Bro H[iram] B. Clawson returned this Morn- 
ing from California & called and reported his visit. 

It is rumored that the decision of the Church Suit in the U.S. Su- 
preme Court will be unfavorable. 

[April 8, 1 889; Monday ] I attended a meeting of the Presidency, Apos- 
tles, Presidents of Seventies, Presidents of Stakes & their Counselors 
at the President’s Office at 4 p.m. I met with a number of the breth- 
ren after the meeting. 

Elder Ffrancis] M. Lyman was released from the Penitentiary at 
6 o. clock this morning and attended the conference meetings. 

I talked with Bro. C[harles] O. Card about securing a quarter 
Section of land for me near to “Card,” Alberta, N[orth] W[est] 
Territory], Canada, and to adjoin a V\ section for Prest 31 Jos. F. 
Smith. He promised to do so for both of us. 

[April 9, 1889; Tuesday] Prest Woodruff attended a meeting of the 
General Board of Education of the Church at the Social Hall at 10 
a.m. 

A number of brethren called and had interviews with the Presi- 
dency. 

[April 10, 1889; Wednesday] Elder B[ rigliam j Young [Jr] came to the 
Gardo House last night. 

The First Presidency and Apostles met in’" the Parlor of the 
Gardo House at 10 a.m. Present Prests Woodruff, Cannon & Smith, 
Apostles L[orenzo] Snow, F[ranklin] D Richards, B[righam] Young 
[Jr.], M[oses] Thatcher, F[rancis] M Lyman, J[ohn] H[enry] Smith, 
Geo Teasdale, H[eber] J. Grant & John W. Taylor, Coun Dfaniel] H 
Wells & Elder LJohn Nuttall. 

Prest L[orenzo] Snow said the brethren of the 12 wished to meet 
with the 1st Presidency and consult about the Twelve holding their 


Prest W[oodruff, who was] not [certain about] sustaining him in Conference. Joseph 
F. proposed that we take no action until John came to speak for himself. Bro. Moses 
T[hatcher] seconded the motion” (Brigham Youngjr., Diary, Apr. 5, 1889, typescript 
in Quinn Papers, original in LDS Archives). 

31 “Prest” is written over “Jos”. 

32 The word “in” is written over “at”. 
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Quorum meetings and to learn from time to time the wishes of the 
Presidency, and to know if they can have a room in the Gardo House 
to meet in. 

Prest Woodruff was pleased to meet with the Twelve, and they 
can have a room in the Gardo House or anywhere else they choose— 
is in favor of them holding their meetings and wanted them to devote 
their time among the Saints as much as possible. 

It was decided that Prayer Meetings of the First Presidency & 
Twelve be held at the Gardo House at 2 p.m. on Thursday and at 4 
p.m. on Sundays of each week in a room to be prepared for that pur- 
pose. 

Appointments were made for the brethren to attend each of the 
Quarterly Conferences on April 21 & 22 & April 28 & 29. 

A report from Elderjohn W Taylor & C[harles] O. Card was sub- 
mitted on the purchase of land near [“]Carcl,” in Canada. It was de- 
cided that the titles for the land be made in the name of Cfharles] O. 
Card and that he make a proper transfer to such person as he shall be 
directed by the First Presidency. $1650.00 was appropriated to make 
the first payment on the half Township, also the 2 cents per acre on 
that portion of land intended to be leased, and for contingent ex- 
penses. 

Some other matters were talked on and the Council adjourned. 

[April 1 1, 1889; Thursday] Prest G[eorge] Q. Cannon talked with me 
about the Stock of the Z[ion’s] S[avings] B[ank] & T[rust] Co. [In] 
making [an] explanation [he] said I could have some of the Church 
Stock at 75.00 per Share if I wanted some. I received a check on the 
Des National] Bank for $30.00, Div $73, on the Salt Lake Gas Com- 
pany. 

[April 12, 1889; Friday j James Sharp, W[illiam] W. Riter 8c John C. 
Cutler called & stated that Mr McCormick, Mr Dooley, Mr J. R. 
Jones, Walker Bros, Mr Chambers, Mr Auerback & others wished to 
join with our brethren in organizing a new Savings Bank with 
$100.00000 capital— our people to have $60,000.00 & the others 
$40.000.00. This proposition was talked upon & decision deferred 
till tomorrow. 

By telegram from Bro Ffranklin] S Richards at Washington D.C. 
It appears that Prest [Benjamin] Harrison is not now so rabid against 
us. He wants conservative men for officials of High Character who 
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will enforce the laws fairly. Shows no unfriendly disposition. The 
Atty General also seems fair. 

A number of letters were sent to-day. 

Prest Woodruff informed me today that himself, Prest Geo Q. 
Cannon & Bros H[iram] B Clawson & Chas H Wilcken purpose mak- 
ing a visit to San Francisco, California], to start tomorrow after- 
noon. He went to his farm this evening. 

[April 13, 1889; Saturday] It was decided by the First Presidency and 
Presiding Bishopric on motion of Prest Smith that if Bros James 
Sharp, W[illiam] W. Riter & John C. Cutler in their' best judgement 
deem it the wisest thing to do from a political stand point and for 
other reasons, that the matter be left with them to accept of the prop- 
osition made to them in regard to organizing another Saving’s Bank, 
and that they have the approval and blessing of these brethren. 

Elder John W Young offeijed] to sell me 22.00000 acres of land 
near Diaz, Chihuahua, Mexico, at $250 per acre payable in cattle & 
Horses. This was accepted on conditions which were named to him 
through the Presiding Bishopric, viz, to pay in cattle & Horses 
within 18 months after applying" 1 Bro Young[’s] indebtedness of 
$27,000.00 on the purchase and that we have an option of purchas- 
ing the adjoining lands at cost— 40 cents per acre. 

Prest Woodruff & his wife Emma, Prest Geo Q Cannon, Elders 
Hfiram] B Clawson and Chas. H. Wilcken left by this afternoons 
Utah Central train for Ogden, thence to San Francisco this evening, 
by the Central Pacific Railway. 

[April 15, 1889; Monday] I wrote a number of letters today and sev- 
eral of the brethren called— Elders F[ranklin] D Richards & Fjrancis] 
M Lyman. 

Arrangements were made through Bro W[illiam] C Spence to 
obtain transportation for Elder Geo Teasdale to New York, also for a 
team &c to take him to Weber Station (Morgan). Bro. [John?] 
McHenry will take him there. 

[April 16, 1889; Tuesday] US Dist Atty Geo. S. Peters expressed his 
wishes to Bro LeGrand Young to remain in his office until June 30th 


33 The words “in their” are written over some illegible words. 

34 The words “after applying” are written over some illegible words. 
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and asked our aid in Washington [D.C.] to that effect. A telegram 
was sent to John T. Caine to use his influence to that effect. 

Full arrangements were made for Elder Geo Teasdale to start for 
Europe tonight at 12 o. clock. I prepare[d] a Cipher book for him to 
take along for use at the Liverpool Office with the Presidency of the 
Church, when necessary. 

[April 1 7, 1889; Wednesday] I got up a[t] 1 130 last night and assisted 
Bro Geo. Teasdale to get ready for his journey. It was a stormy night, 
he did not feel well, much depressed in his spirits and quite ner- 
vous/' I encouraged him all 1 could and he left with Bro [John?] 
McHenry as driver at 1230 a.m. for Morgan, Weber Station, where 
he expects to board the U[nion] P[acific] train. 

[April 18, 1889; Thursday] Bp [John R.J Winder called and read tele- 
grams from Bro John W Young at New York respecting sale of land 
near Diaz, Mexico, he wanting [to] pay down. 

“He was again told by telegram that the Stock, Horses & some 
Sheep if needed can be paid within 18 months. That we want an op- 
t ion on the adjoining land at cost 40 cents per acre and absolute clear 
title or no trade.” 

Bro James Jack came & reported to Prest Jos F. Smith that U.S. 
Atty Geo S. Peters had proposed to obtain for Bro Smith an indict- 
ment for unlawful Cohabitation to date if he would arrange so as to 
have the witnesses he wants to testify against him. This matter was at- 
tended to & Bro Smith got his witnesses ready— Bro John Henry 
Smith, W[illiam] C Spence & J[unius] F Wells. 

[April 19, 1889; Friday] Quite a large excursion party from Denver & 
Pueblo, Colorado, arrived last night & are around town to-day seeing 
the sights. 

Prest Smith signed 23 recommends. 

35 In a letter to Teasdale, Nuttall referred to this night, though his comments are 
only slightly more illuminating than his diary: “I had very peculiar feelings the night 
you left us, and could it have been possible, would have gladly taken the trip for you. I 
realized you were not well and that your mind was much wrought upon. The peculiar 
situation you were in from your arrival until you departure A was very trying, A and as 
you say: ‘This fear of something that may be is an awful thing, far worse than the real- 
ity,’ is quite true. You had not been used to such a life, and there seemed to be neces- 
sation or change for you all the time you were here, which brought on a heavy strain. 

I, however, did not have any fears but what you would get along all right after you got 
started" (LJN to George Teasdale, May 31, 1889, LJN Papers). 
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Marshal [Frank H.] Dyer expressed his wishes to Bro. JamesJack 
for our influence at Washington [D.C.] so that he can remain in his 
office until June 30/89. A telegram was sent to Hon John T. Caine to 
this effect. 

Prest Smith made arrangements to have his wives and children 
away from their homes to-day so that the Marshals could search his 
houses for him & Witnesses to appear before the Grand Jury, as the 
Grand Jury expect to adjourn to-morrow night. 

Afterwards we learn that U.S. Dist Atty [George S.] Peters must 
go to Provo tomorrow so that nothing can be done in Bro Smiths 
case until Monday. 

From Letters reed from Bros F[ranklin] S. Richards & John T. 
Caine at Washington D.C. we learn that matters for appointment of 
good men to Office in Utah are quite promising, the President, Atty. 
General & Secretary of State James G.] Blaine having expressed 
themselves as desirous of having good conservative men of high 
character and standing. 

I had some talk with Bro. LeGrand Young about my case and sit- 
uation. He thought I was in the best fix I could be in, and he would 
not advise my having an indictment found against me to date for un- 
lawful cohabitation but he suggested that I keep Sophia out of the 
way, and that I go out and around occasionally. If we had the decision 
of the U.S. Supreme Court on the Habeas Corpus case, A to be 7 ' heard 
by that court yesterday, he could then advise with more certainty. 36 

[April 20, 1889; Saturday] We learn from Bro. F[ rank! in ] S. Richards 
that he doses the argument in the Adultery Habeus Corpus case be- 
fore the U.S. Supreme Court on Monday next, after which he will 
come home. 

Prest Jos F. Smith arranged to have the members of his family 
away from their homes tomorrow & Monday. 

[April 22, 1889; Monday] Bro A[braham] O. Smoot and his son 
Brigham called. Bro S[moot] had an interview with Prest Jos F Smith 
requesting that the missionary call of his son be changed from the Sa- 
moan Islands to Denmark. 


36 Here Nuttall refers to the Hans Nielsen case. Nielsen was originally sentenced 
to consecutive terms for adultery and cohabitation, but the U.S. Supreme Court re- 
versed the ruling. 
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We learn by telegram that Prest Woodruff is expected home 
next Friday. 

Bros. John Henry Smith, Wm C. Spence and J[unius] F. Wells 
were subpoened to-day in Prest Jos. F. Smith case before the Grand 
Jury. 

[April 23, 1889; Tuesday] By telegram we learn that Elder Geo 
Teasdale left New York to-day for Liverpool. Well. 

A telegram was sent to Prest W[ilford] Woodruff at San Fran- 
cisco, California], asking his mind in regard to holding religious ser- 
vices throughout the Territory on next Tuesday, being the Centen- 
nial Inauguration day, in response to President [Benjamin] Harri- 
sons proclamation.... 

The Grand Juiy have not decided anything in Prestjos F Smiths 
case yet. They are very anxious to find a case of polygamy or adultery 
against him & for this purpose subpoenaes have been issued for 3 of 
his wives but they were not found. 

[April 24, 1889; Wednesday] The Grand Jury are very determined to 
get some of Prest Jos F Smiths family as witnesses before them, but so 
far have failed. 

[April 25, 1889; Thursday] We received [a] telegram from Prest W[il- 
ford] Woodruff to do all in our power to have the Centennial Inaugu- 
ration day— Tuesday, April 30th, observed by Services throughout 
the Territory. A notice was drafted for publication in the Deseret 
News signed by the Presidency to this effect, calling on the Presi- 
dents of Stakes & Bishops of wards to arrange & hold meetings. 

Prest Woodruff & party are expected tomorrow morning. Ar- 
rangements were made to meet them by carriage. 

Prest jos. F. Smiths houses were searched last night by the U.S. 
Marshals deputies but none of the family were found. 

The Grand Jury adjourned this afternoon & were discharged 
without finding any indictment against Prest Smith. 

[April 26, 1889; Friday] Prests W[ilford] Woodruff, Cannon & party 
returned by this mornings Utah Central train at 1120. Prest Wood- 
ruff drove down to his farm, and came to the Office in the after- 
noon— he is well in health but seems tired. 

I reed a letter from my daughter Eleanor of the 25th informing 
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me that my wife Elizabeth has been sick all the week & went 17 to her 
bed yesterday with a bilious attack, that all the family were well but 
her. 

[April27, 1889: Saturday 1 $2563.20 was sent to Prestjesse N. Smith at 
Albuquerque, being the 1st payment on the Woodruff land purchase 
in Apache County, Arizona. 

It was decided that the Church will advance $5000.00 towards re- 
building the Grist & other mills at Rexburg, Idaho. Prests Woodruff, 
Cannon & Smith also propose to take $3000.00 more of the Stock in 
this mill company. 

Prests Woodruff & Cannon purpose going to Brigham City to- 
morrow to attend the Box Elder Conference. 

[April 30, 1889; Tuesday ] This day is observed as a holiday, being the 
Centennial Anniversary of the Inauguration of Genl George Wash- 
ington as the 1st President of the United States. Services were held in 
the Large Tabernacle at 9 a.m. Prests Woodruff & Cannon attended, 
Prest Smith & myself kept the work a going. 

[May 1, 1889; Wednesday] The Articles of Agreement of the Rexburg 
Milling Company were prepared by Atty Le Grand Young and sub- 
mitted by Bro Thos E Ricks and were amended. 

I met with the Presidency and Building committee of Z[ion’s] 
S[avings] B[ank] & T[rust] Co & examin[e]d the plans for the new 
Bank prepared by Bro Don C[arlos] Young. 

Bro. Alexander] F. Macdonald & M[oses] Thatcher called & 
presented some propositions for the benifit of our colonists in Mex- 
ico which were talked over & Bros Thatcher & Macdonald were in- 
structed to take the matter in hand & make the negotiation they can 
with the proper parties. 

Prests Woodruff, Cannon & Smith signed the articles of agree- 
ment of the Rexburg Milling Co. for 100 Shares each of $10.00 per 
share. 

[May 2, 1889; Thursday] Prest Woodruff concluded a lease with the 
Watson Bros for a piece of his City lot near the Valley House, 7x5 
rods for 5 years at $15.00 per mo. 


^ The word “went” is written over an illegible word. 
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A letter was sent to Bp W[illiam] B. Preston informing him that it 
is deemed proper for himself or one of his counselors to sign the arti- 
cles of Agreement of the Rexburg Milling Company for $5,000.00 of 
the Stock— 500 shares— and an order was issued on Bro. James Jack 
for $2500.00, being one half of the amount of Stock subscribed. 

The Presidency and Apostles met at the upper Parlor of the 
Gardo House at 2 p.m. in Prayer. 

A meeting was held of the Board of Directors of the Church 
Board of Education at 10 a.m. and continued in session until 1.45 
p.m. 

$300.00 or so much as may be necessary was appropriated to ob- 
tain a Steel Plate engraved of the Logan Temple and to print 2000 
copies. 

Bro Thos Rouche &J[ohn] R Barnes of Kaysville called & talked 
on Kaysville affairs. His family are all well. 

Bro Geo F Gibbs returned from Washington D.C. this morning 
& called. He is well. 

Several U.S. Senators being expected at this City on Monday 
next, it was decided to give them a proper reception, and some of the 
brethren will be called to attend to this matter tomorrow morning. 

[May 3, 1889; Friday] By appointment Bros Cfharles] W. Penrose, 
0[rson] F. Whitney, H[iram] B. Clawson, James Sharp & W[illiam] 
W. Riter met with the Presidency and arrangements were entered 
into for properly receiving the US Senatorial party who expect to 
visit Salt Lake City. Hon. F[rank] Armstrong & Ffranklin] S. Richards 
will also be of the committee. 

A meeting of the Church Board of Education was held at the 
Gardo House Parlor at 1030 a.m. 

$7500 was appropriated to Bro. Cfharles] H. Wilcken. 

Prest Geo. Q. Cannon went to Ogden this afternoon on his way 
to attend the Wasatch Stake Conference next Sunday & Monday. 

[May 5, 1889; Sunday] It was learned that the Senatorial Committee 
[George F.] Hoar of Mass., chairman, [William B.] Allison of 111., 
[James L.] Pugh of Alabama, [Eugene] Hale of Maine & [Joseph N.] 
Dolph of Oregon would not stop off at Ogden & come to Salt Lake 
City but would go on through today. Frank Armstrong, F[ranklin] S. 
Richards & H[iram] B. Clawson went to Ogden this afternoon & met 
them & conversed for a short time. 
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[May 7, 1889; Tuesday] Prest Geo. Q. Cannon & Elder F[rancis] M. 
Lyman returned this morning from attending the Wasatch Stake 
Conference. They report having had a good time. 

Bro. Howard O. Spencer, Samuel Bateman & my son Thomas 
called this afternoon. Bro. Spencer’s trial was on yesterday and the 
Jury was [ e|mpancled to-day. He is very hopeful of his case. 

We learn by telegram from Bro John T. Caine at Washington 
[D.C.] that Arthur L. Thomas is appointed Governor of Utah, Col 
Elijah Sells as Secretary, Ellsworth Daggett as Surveyor General, and 
[blank] Robinson of Indiana on the Utah Commission. Bro Caine 
leaves for home to-night. 

Prest Woodruff returned from Logan by this evenings train & 
came to the Gardo House. He afterwards went to the Theatre. 

[May 9, 1889; Thursday] It was decided to go and build a new building 
for Zions Savings Bank & Trust Co. to cost at least $75.000. 00.. .. 

The Presidency & Apostles met in prayer Circle this afternoon at 
2 o. clock. 

Bro Alexander] F Macdonald called, and the affairs of the Colo- 
nists in Chihuahua, Mexico, were considered. 

I attended a social gathering at the residence of Marshal Alfred 
Solomon A this evening^ on the occasion of the return of his daugh- 
ter & husband from a Mission to the Sandwich Islands. Prests Wood- 
ruff, Cannon & Smith were also present, together with Bro Noel & 
[H. Charles] Barrell & their wives, also returning missionaries, and a 
number of relatives and friends, also 5 of the Haw[ai]ian saints, 3 
brethren & 2 sisters. The evening was spent in partaking 38 of Supper, 
singing, recitations and brief addresses from Prests Smith, Cannon 
& Woodruff until 1 Oclock a.m. I rode down A & back A with Prests 
Cannon & Smith, Bro Lehi Pratt as teamster. 

[May 10, 1889; Friday] Prests Woodruff, Cannon & Smith & myself 
attended to the distribution of the Stock formerly belonging to the 
Church in Zion’s Savings bank & trust Co. I subscribed for 30 shares 
which with 201 previously had gives me 50 shares at $ 100.00 each. 

[May 1 1, 1889; Saturday] The Jury in the case against Bro. Howard O. 


88 The word “partaking” is written over an illegible word. 


Spencer brought in a verdict of “not guilty” this morning, and he was 
discharged. I thank the Lord for this. 39 

[May 13, 1889; Monday] Hon. John T. Caine returned from Washing- 
ton D.C. last night and called on us this afternoon. He is well in 
health & feels well. 

By telegram from Judge Jere M. Wilson at Washington D.C. to 
Bro F[ranklin] S. Richards we learn that the U.S. Supreme Court de- 
cided the Nielsen Habeas Corpus Case to-day in his favor & ordered 
his discharge. We are thankful to the Lord for this, another victory. 

Bro. Jesse W. Fox called & reported that he with others had dur- 
ing the past few days leveled out a route for a Canal to carry the water 
from the Weber river to Provo River through the Kamas prairie. The 
canal will be 9Vi miles long, and 30 feet wide, is estimated to cost 

$50,00000- 

Bros M[ilton] H. Hardy & Win Burton called and submitted the 
programme for the Services to be had at the Conference of the 
Y[oung] MJen’s] Mfutual] I[mprovement] Ass[ociatio]n, June 1st & 
2nd, which was approved. 

[May 14, 1889; Tuesday] It was decided that A double A Bronze doors 
be obtained and hung at the main entrances on the East and West 
ends of the Salt Lake Temple. 

A dispatch was received from Washington D.C. ordering the dis- 

33 On this same day, the First Presidency wrote: "The counsel given to the breth- 
ren by the late First Presidency was to avoid arrest as much as possible, where they were 
indicted, until they could get something like justice in the courts.... We are happy to say 
that a great change has taken place within a few months, and fair trials are not now un- 
usual. The courts manifest a disposition to give those who are arrested and brought be- 
fore them the same treatment that they would receive if they were accused of other vio- 
lations of the law. Wherever such a disposition prevails the Latter-day Saints cannot 
very well complain.... The counsel which was given some years ago in these cases, we 
think no longer applicable to the present situation. Humane men are on the bench, 
and it may be that it would be prudent for those who have been 'underground,' and 
avoiding arrest, to meet the issue, if they have reason to believe that they will get fair 
treatment. 

“We do not counsel the brethren as to the action they shall take under such cir- 
cumstances. Each man can judge his own case for himself. Some of our prominent 
brethren have thought their freedom of sufficient value to meet the issue directly in 
the courts, and they are gratified at the results. Others will doubtless do so when they 
have reason to believe that extreme penalties will not be inflicted” (Wilford Woodruff, 
George Q. Cannon, andjoseph F. Smith to John D. T. McAllister, May 11, 1889, type- 
script in Scott G. Kenney Papers, Special Collections, J. Willard Marriott Library, Uni- 
versity of Utah, Salt Lake City; original in LDS Archives). 
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charge of Bro. |Hans] Nielsen from the Penitentiary and arrange- 
ments made for 40 a team & conveyance to bring him to the city. 

[May 16, 1889; Thursday] I attended the Prayer Circle of the Presi- 
dency and Apostles at 2 p.m., the first I have attended since March 
1885, and it was quite a treat to me to do so again. 

[May 1 7, 1889; Friday] In 42 company with Prests Woodruff & Geo Q. 
Cannon, I went to the Historian’s Office and there examined a fine 
painting by Bro. John M. Bohn, of Millcrick. The subject is “Christ 43 
leaving the Praetorian,” on canvass, 6 ft, 2x4 feet, nicely framed. Bro. 
Bohn has been engaged on this painting over 2 years & he now makes 
a present of it to ihe Mand Temple. Bro Bohn is 66 44 years of age. 

Bro Woodruff left this evening for his farm to prepare for his 
visit to the Sanpete Stake Conference, to start tomorrow morning. 

[May 20, 1889; Monday] It is rumored that C[harles] S Zane & 
W[illiam] H Dickson claim to have assurances of their reappoint- 
ment. Lawyers A[rthur] Brown and Marshall purpose going to Wash- 
ington D.C. to try and defeat them. A telegram was sent to Judge 
Jferemiah] M. Wilson to this effect. 

Watson Bros put in the lowest bid for the foundation of the New 
Bank. I sent a telegram to Prest Geo Q Cannon to this effect and 
asked if the contract should be awarded to them & got the an- 
swer-yes. This was attended to. 

I have been engaged in writing up Prest Woodruffs journal for 
him from the time he left for California, April 13 to May 17. 

[May 23, 1889; Thursday] Bro Wm Paxman was released to return 
home from his Presidency in the New Zealand Mission and [told] 
that his successor will be appointed upon hearing from him on that 
subject. 

I attended a meeting of the B[ullion] B[eck] & C[hampion] 
M[ining] Co. at the B[righam] Y[oung] Office at 1045 a.m. It was de- 
cided to accept the compromise offered by the Eureka Hill Co on the 

40 The word "for” is written over “to”. 

41 The word “to” is written over an illegible word. 

42 The word “in” is written over an illegible word. 

43 The letter “h” in “Christ” is written over an “r”. 

44 The number “66” is written over “63”. 


349 


6. 1889 


Legal claim— also that Bro Hfiram] B. Clawson go to California to lay 
the matter before the California Company. He leaves this evening. A I 
met Mr Hank Smith to-day, the Supt of the Bfullionj B[eck] & 
C[hampion] Mfining] Cos Mines. A 

1 attended the Prayer circle meeting of the Presidency and Apos- 
tles at 2 30 p.m. 

[May 24, 1889; Friday] An interview was had with Bp. John R. Winder 
on the political situation. It was decided to hold a meeting of our 
prominent & influential men on next Wednesday evening at the As- 
sembly Hall to talk over these matters as to our coming elections to 
save Salt Lake City from the enemy.... 

I had an introduction to Mr Daniel Junius Brown of Chicago. 
This is the gentleman who writes for the “Deseret News[”] as 
“Junius.” He is a large fine man & well pleased with Utah. 

[May 25, 1889; Saturday] We learn by the Press dispatches that 
C[harles] S. Zane has been appointed as Chiefjustice for Utah Terri- 
tory. This is certainly a calamity to our fair Territory, and shows that 
we have nothing favorable to expect from Prest Benjamin Harrison 
but bitter persecution, oppression, and a disregard for all applica- 
tions for fair dealing. 45 We, however, are in the hands of the Lord & 
He will bring about all things to please Him. 

[May 27, 1889 ; MondayJThe Presidency gave attention to the reading 
of letters 8c the report of the Salary Committee as filed April 1 1/89 
pertaining to the Temples. $984000 per annum was appropriated 
for the officers & $100000 per annum for the missionary workers in 
the Logan Temple, A total $10.84000 A . Also $1 1.45000 per annum 
was appropriated for the officers, $150000 per annum for the mis- 
sionary workers in the Manti Temple, A total $12,95000 A . The sug- 
gested appropriation of $11 .595.00 per annum for the officers and 
$3000.00 per annum for the missionary workers in the St. George 
Temple, A total $14.59500 A was approved if acceptable to the St 
George Temple authorities. They were written to on this subject. 
$1200.00 per annum was allowed to Prest C[harles] O. Card. $400.00 
was appropriated to Bro Orson Smith of Cache Stake. 


45 For a more balanced view of Zane, see Thomas G. Alexander, “Charles S. Zane: 
Apostle of the New Era,” Utah Historical Quarterly 34 (Fall 1966): 290-314. 
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Sister Elizabeth Pugmire Rich Woolley & her husband called, 
she wanting to obtain a divorce. There did not seem to be much 
cause for a separation, so Prest Woodruff suggested that they try to 
reconcile their feelings, which they thought they could do. I was very 
Kindly treated by Sister Elizabeth & her mother while at Bear Lake. 

I was instructed by the Presidency to make enquiry from Bro 
JamesJack as to what will be necessary to obtain the information as to 
the receipts and disbursements of the Tithings of the Church at the 
Presidents office. Things having been so changed during the past 
two or three years that this information goes entirely to the Presiding 
Bishop’s office and none is given to the Presidents office. I wrote to 
Bro Jack on this subject. 

Apostle F[ranklin] D. Richards called with Bros Brigham John- 
son of Provo, [departing as a] missionary to the Sandwich Islands, 
Brigham Solomon, Brigham Smoot, Jesse Johnson Bennett, and 
Edwin Booth, for the Samoan Islands, and Erastus Covert, for Scan- 
dinavia. The Presidency gave these young missionaries excellent & 
timely counsel and blessed them at parting. They leave for their mis- 
sions tomorrow. 

[May 29, 1889; Wednesday / Prests Woodruff & Cannon attended a po- 
litical meeting at the Tabernacle this evening at 7 30 o. clock. 

[May 31, 1889; Friday] 'Welearnby telegram that Bro D. E. Harris, the 
acting President of the Northern States Mission, is quite sick with Bil- 
ious Fever & general debility at St John, Kansas. Bro W. E. Taylor 
who sent the word was informed to do everything possible for his 
comfort and restoration and if need[ed] draw on the President for 
funds. 

I attended the usual weekly [gathering] of the Presidency & 
Apostles in Prayer Circle, the meeting having been postponed till 
to-day. 

46 John Taylor had given the Presiding Bishopric greater control over church fi- 
nances, including the title of assistant trustee-in-trust, and they had begun attending 
meetings of the Quorum of Twelve Apostles. George Q. Cannon expressed disap- 
proval of a system requiring the church president to appeal to the Presiding Bishopric 
for even “a dollar to mend a desk.” Though as early as 1887 Wilford Woodruff voiced 
opposition to this method (Nuttall, Diary, Sept. 23, 1887), control of church finances 
was not returned to the First Presidency until 1897. See D. Michael Quinn, The Mor- 
mon Hierarchy: Extensions of Power (Salt Lake City: Signature Books and Smith Research 
Associates, 1997), 134-35. 


June 1, 1889; Saturday] The annual Conference of the Young Mens 
Mutual Improvement Association convened in the Tabernacle at 10 
a.m. Prests Woodruff & Cannon attended in the morning & after- 
noon. 

June 4, 1889; Tuesday] A telegram was received from Bro. John Mor- 
gan at Meridian [Mississippi] saying he had the body of Bro. Alm[a] 
P. Richards who has been missing so long, and he would leave for 
home this morning. 

I had a conversation with Bro. Karl. G Maeser, about my sonjo- 
seph & Daughter Mary. He is very anxious for them to have positions 
as teachers in the Church Schools. 

At 2 p.m. with 4 ' Prests Woodruff, Cannon & Smith, I met with 
Judge Elliott Sandford & his wife who called with Bro & Sister 
F[ranklin] S. Richards to pay their respects. They are very agreeable 
people and quite friendly to us. 

Mr Daniel Junius Brown, of Chicago, called to bid adieu as he 
purposes leaving for his home. 

Bro Charles H Oliphant and his daughters Sabina & May called 
to see me. I was much pleased to meet with them, as I have not seen 
him for over 5 years. He purposes leaving Kanab to move to Emery 
County. I obtained for him a recommend for his wife Lucinda A 
Judd Oliphant to obtain her 2nd anointings. 

June 5, 1889; Wednesday] By telegram from Bro John Morgan at 
Shreveport, L[ouisian]a, we learn that he expects to be at this city 
with Bro. [Alma P.] Richards body on Friday evening. 

Prest Woodruff signed some 15 certificates of Normal Teachers 
for the Church Schools from the Brigham Young Academy, among 
the rest, one for my son Joseph W. His certificate shows for Theology 
91%, Theory of Teaching 85, Grammar & Composition 80, Reading 
77, Object Lessons 85, Arithmetic 77, Geography 81, Drawing & 
Singing 60, Writing 82, Spelling 65, Hygiene 82, Calisthenics Passed, 
General Efficiency 79. 

We learn that Judge [Charles S.] Zane has telegraphed the atty. 
Genl or the President recommending E[dwin] A. Ireland for U.S. 
Marshall. A telegram was sent tojudgejere M. Wilson at Washington 
D.C. to do all he can to prevent. 


47 The word “with” is written over an illegible word. 
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/June 6, 1889; Thursday] Prest Woodruff had a bilious attack last 
night at his farm home and he is not well this morning.... 

Apostle F| rank! in| D Richards reported the labors of himself & 
Bro H[eber] J. Grant while attending the Utah Stake Conference 
June 1st, 2[ncl], & 3rd/89 and gave the names of the High Council as 
reorganized.... 

A I attended the Usual Meeting of the Presidency and apostles at 
2 p.m. It was decided to let the large Tabernacle free for a concert in 
aid of the Johnstown [Pennsylvania] sufferers 

[ June 7, 1889; Friday] By telegram from Bro John Morgan at Pueblo, 
Colorado], we learn that the body of Bro. Alma P. Richards will 
reach Ogden, Saturday Morning at 9.30 oclock. The family were so 
informed. 

[June 8, 1889; Saturday] Prest Woodruff was taken with a severe at- 
tack this morning. Prest Geo. Q. Cannon called upon him & sent for 
as many of the Twelve Aposdes as were in the City. Bros [Franklin D.] 
Richards & [Heber J.] Grant went down and administered to him. He 
soon got relief and was much better. Pres Cannon came to the Gardo 
Office, and he signed 17 recommends. 

It was decided to close the Manti Temple for renovating &c on 
Friday July 19, to open again on Monday August 26th. I so notified 
Prest Dfaniel] H. Wells by letter. 

A number of A public A letters were answered. 1 also wrote to C. A. 
Hunt, and sent a telegram to Brojohn Henry Smith at Kanab inform- 
ing him that Bro A[lma] P. Richards body would reach home to-night 
& the funeral would be at 2 p.m. tomorrow. 

Prest Woodruff is much better this evening. 

[June 11, 1889; Tuesday] Prest Geo Q Cannon reported that Prest 
W[ilford] Woodruff is much better this morning.... 

I met with the Board of Zions Savings Bank and Trust Company, 
where it was decided to accept of the draft of the building as submit- 
ted by Architect D[on] Cfarlos] Young, estimated to cost nearly 
$100. 000.00- The Centreville brick for the outside and the Brain & 
Atwood brick for the inside were accepted. 

48 On May 31, 1889, Johnstown was hit by the worst flood in U.S. history when 
the South Fork Dam broke, killing approximately 2,200 people and displacing thou- 
sands more. 



Bro John. D. T. McAllister of St. George called. He is well in 
health. His wife Helen is very sick. 

A large concert was given in the Tabernacle this evening, the 
proceeds being in aid 49 of the Johnstown and Seattle sufferers. 50 

I June 12, 1889; Wednesday] I attended a meeting of Zion’s Savings 
Bank & Trust Co Directors at 1 p.m. Had talk on raising funds to 
build the new Building. Several propositions were made but none 
decided. 

A meeting was held by Prests Cannon & Smith with Bros. Jos. S. 
Rawlins, Charles Haun, John Mackay, Peter Reid &Jos. W Summer- 
hays, the Presidents of the Several canal companies, myself present 
to enquire into the claim of Salt Lake City for >/6 of the water of the 
[Jordan?] river. Bro C[harles] H. Wilcken also present. After hearing 
these brethren it was concluded to meet again tomorrow with the 
members of the city council at 10 a.m. 

June 13, 1889; Thursday] I attended the meeting [of representatives 
of the canal companies], called for 10 a.m., and we were in session 
until 6 p.m. with a short recess at noon. At the close it was moved that 
the First Presidency appoint a committee of 7 to take the whole mat- 
ter under advisement and see if they cannot form some basis of set- 
tlement of this water difficulty subject to the approval of the con- 
tending parties.’ 1 

At the request of Bro. Isaac M. Waddell, I signed 13 Deeds of 
Church property as one of the Trustees of the Estate of the late Prest 
John Taylor deceased, the other Trustees having signed. 

June 14, 1889; Friday] Elder F[ranklin] D. Richards submitted the 
manuscript of the translation of the Book of Mormon in the French 
language. 

Prest Woodruff signed 15 certificates of Stock of Z[ion’s] Sav- 
ings] B[ank & T[rust] Co., two of which are for myself for 50 shares. 

June 15, 1889; Saturday] Bp Geo Romney fell at the 11th Ward 

49 The words “in aid” are written over some illegible words. 

5(1 On June 6, 1889, a week after the Johnstown disaster, the “Great Fire” raged 
in Seatde, destroying twenty-five city blocks or about 120 acres. 

51 President Woodruff recorded: “There Come near being a war among the Lat- 
ter Day Saints about the water going to Law & [they are] going to [be] sho[o]ting Each 
other” (Kenney, ed., Wilford Woodruffs Journal, 9:39 [June 13, 1889]). 
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School House this morning. Broke his arm at the elbow, dislocated 
his hip, had a very severe shock. It is feared he will lose the use of his 
right arm. 


[June 19, 1889; Wednesday] I attended a meeting of the Directors of 
Z[ion's] S[avings] B[ank] & Tfrust] Co[mpany]. It was decided to in- 
crease the capit[a]l Stock $50.00000 so as to make a building fund. 

[June 20, 1889; Thursday] I attended the usual Prayer circle meeting 
of the Presidency and Apostles at 2 p.nr. 

It was decided that the Presiding Bishopric be authorized to bid 
$40100 per month for the Church Farm on the call for bids of Mar- 
shal [Frank H.] Dyer as Receiver &c. 


[June 21, 1889 ; Friday] The following named brethren were selected 
as the committee of 7 to enquire into the matters of the Jordan Dam 
and water rights of the several canals, viz: 


John Fewson Smith 
Isaac M StewartDraper 
Jos. W Summerhays 
Samuel Bennion 
Isaac WardleSouth 
Peter Reid 
George D Pyper 


City canal 
canal 

mills & ditches below the dam 
North Jordan Canal 
Jordan Canal 
West Jordan Canal 
City. 


The Presidency all left this evening. 


[June 24, 1889; Monday] Bp John R. Winder called & reported that 
the Church Farm had been leased to him by the Supreme Court on 
his bid of $40100 per month. 

Hon John T. Caine called for me this evening with his horse & 
carriage accompanied by his wife & daughter Martie & we drove 
down to & around Liberty Park and back to his residence where I 
staid until 1 1 p.m. in conversation. He then brought me to quarters 
in his carriage. 

June 26, 1889; Wednesday] Prest Woodruff went to Ogden this morn- 
ing along with the Old Folks Excursion.... 

I was present at the meeting of Directors of Z[ion’s] S[avings] 
B[ank] & T[rust] Co. at 1 p.m. 



Bro Sheets called this afternoon with a note from Sophia, and af- 
ter conversing with him, I concluded it will be best for her to move 
from her present quarters tonight for safety. I wrote to her to this ef- 
fect, also arranged with Bro J[ames] A. Cushing to go with his horse 
& buggy tonight to move her. 

[ June 27, 1889; Thursday] I attended to our mail matter, and Prest 
Woodruff signed 29 recommends. He also signed 12 licenses of 
Teachers of Teachers in the Church Schools as Prest of the Church 
Board of Education.... 

I attended the Prayer circle meeting with the Presidency this af- 
ternoon. 

[June 28, 1889; Friday] Sophia has been arranging to-day with Bro. 
[James A.] Cushing for a safe and proper place to go to, and finally 
decided to go to Sister Emma Birds, 226 I St., City. She goes there 
this evening. This seems to be very opportune. 

[ July 1, 1889; Monday] Arrangements were completed for the Presi- 
dency & portions of their families & others to go to the Church 
Quarry on the 4th of July. Prest Smith & myself to go by carriage & 
team on Wednesday evening, the others by D[enver] & R[io] G[rande] 
Railway on Thursday morning. 

I attended the Meeting of the Directors of Z[ion’s] Sfavings] 
B[ank] & T[rust] Co at 1 1 a.m. It was decided to continue the loan of 
John Beck of $4 1.50000 "on his Hot Springs property for 15 months 
if he so desires it. 

This afternoon I met with the First Presidency, Bros. John Q., 
Abraham H. & Frank J. Cannon, Bfrigham] Y[oung] Hampton, Al- 
fred Solomon, John Wilcken, Jos. Booth, Chas D. Haun & Jos S Giles 
to consider the organization of a company to stake out the waters of 
the Sevier River near the settlement of Deseret in Millard Co. for the 
purpose of taking said water out onto a tract of land containing one 
Township. A company was organized called the Deseret & Salt Lake 
Agricultural and Manufacturing Canal Company. Articles of Incor- 
poration were adopted and the following named persons elected as 
Trustees until the next General election, viz: Jos. S. Black, Wm V. 
Black, Afbraham] H. Cannon, Chas H. Wilcken, Bfrigham] Y. Hamp- 


r> - The notation “of $41 .50000” is written over an illegible portion. 
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ton, Alfred Solomon & Andrew Jensen. 10% of the capital stock A of 
$50.00000 A . as paid in, being $5.00000. I gave my note for $500.00 
payable 3 days after date, and I proposed to take one Section of the 
land under the Desert Land Entry, A Sec 22-T. 163.R8 West, 640 
acres A Arrangements were also made for the entry of at least 12 Sec- 
tions of land tomorrow at the U.S. Land Office. 1 think this is a good 
move. 

July 2, 1889; Tuesday] Bro A[braham] O Smoot called today and 
asked for council on political matters at Provo. Arrangements were 
made for a meeting to be held next Friday at 12 m. of the Presidents 
of Stakes, chairmen of County committees, and other leading men to 
be held at the Presidents office to make suitable arrangements so as 
to get the proper men for the Legislature put into nomination. Tele- 
grams & letters were sent to these brethren notifying them of the 
meeting. 

This has been a very busy day. Prest Woodruff & Geo Q Cannon 
& others also went to the Land office this morning & entered their 
Deseret Land. 

July 3, 1889; Wednesday] Elder John Morgan reported briefly his trip 
in finding the body of the late Elder Alma P Richards. He has no 
doubts but what Bro Richards was murdered and his body after- 
wards put onto the railway track so as to be run over by the train. 

Mr Lars Peterson of Independence, M[iss]o[uri] called & said he 
had received a revelation pertaining to the redemption of Zion in 
Jackson Co, Missouri], He was a member of the Church several years 
ago & lived in Cache Valley, had 2 wives, worked as a carpenter on St 
George Temple, left the Territory some 12 years ago, went East, was 
baptized & confirmed by David Whitmer. Prests Woodruff [and] 
Cannon gave him some very strong talk after recounting his apos- 
tasy and A Prest Cannon A told him that he was destroyed, and that 
his threats of this people being destroyed by the Gentiles would not 
take place, and that if he did not change his course the wrath 53 of the 
Almighty would overtake him and he would be destroyed. Mr Peter- 
son, finding that he could not make any impression upon these breth- 
ren and being spoken to so plainly, he left in a very excited manner. 

The payment of the Church note for $50.00000 at McCornicks 


53 The word “wrath” is written over an illegible word. 
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Bank, due tomorrow with the interest, was paid and new arrange- 
ments made at Z[ion’s] Sfavings] Bank. 

At 520 p.m. Prest Jos F Smith & wife Sarah & little boy and 54 
baby, and myself with Bro Chas H. Wilcken as driver, sta[r]ted for 
Wasatch— the Church quarry in Little Cottonwood Canyon. After a 
pleasant drive we arrived at 830. Sister Preston provided us some 
supper although we had been eating on the way. 

[July 4, 1889; Thursday] This is a beautiful morning. I walked around 
the place and found it much improved to what it was when I was here 
before with Prest Taylor & party, although there are only some 9 
quarry men now laboring here when at that time there were some 40 
or 50.... Prestjos F Smith offered prayer & Prests Woodruff, Cannon 
& Smith & Bp R[obert] T. Burton spoke, after which I sang the Med- 
ley song, and I also lead out in signing the Grandeur of Zion, the con- 
gregationjoining, and then dismissed by prayer to go forward in the 
dance which was engaged in, interspersed with songs & recreations 
until 6 oclock when refreshments were again passed around and all 
partook. Lemonade was freely provided all the afternoon. After 
which Prests Woodruff & Cannon, Bros Nuttall, [David] McKenzie & 
others went up the Kanyon for a mile to the upper Ro[c]k quarry on 
the train cars & returned. At 7.30 p.m. the train being in readiness 
the party left for the City, Prestjos. F Smith & myself being permit- 
ted by Prest Woodruff to remain until Sunday night. Portions of the 
families of Prests Woodruff, Cannon & Smith & the clerks at the 
Tithing Office— Bros. D[avid] McKenzie, A[mos] M Musser, Kirk- 
man, Larsen, D Hilton & others. Bp W[illiam] B. Preston was master 
of ceremonies under the bowery. I spent a fine day but was tired at 
night. 

I July 5, 1889; Friday] After breakfast Prest Smith & 1 climbed up the 
side of the Mountain, picked service berries & red currants & re- 
turned about 1 oclock. Took a rest & in the evening went fishing. We 
did not catch any but Bro Livingston’s Son gave us some that he 
caught. 

At the Office Prests Woodruff & Cannon h[e]ld a meeting with 
the Presidents of Stakes & other leading men on Political matters 
and were in session from 12 to 6 p.m. 


54 The word “and” is written over an illegible word. 
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l July 6, 1889; Saturday] This is the 55th anniversary of my birth. On 
arrising from my bed, I returned thanks to the Lord for bringing me 
to see this day. Although I do not have my full liberty, yet I am grate- 
ful for that liberty I do enjoy, also for the many blessings 1 have re- 
ceived from the Lord and for my wives & children & their children. I 
dedicated myself & family to the Lord and prayed for His mercies for 
the future, because I know that myself & all I have are in his hands to 
be used as He may direct. 

Bros Smith, 55 [William B.] Preston & myself went up to the 
Quarry at 1 1 oclock to see the men split open a large rock which was 
very nicely done. 

I July 8, 1889; Monday] The Presidency at the office this morning. I at- 
tended to our mail matter and find an accumulation of the past 4 
days. Elder Woodruff signed 29 recommends. Some public letters 
were answered. 

The First Presidency agreed to indorse a note of the Hawai[i]an 
Colonization Commity for $500000 at Zions Saving’s Bank to make 
the first payment on their purchase of the Scull Valley Ranch. 

[July 9, 1889; Tuesday] A meeting of the Presidency & Apostles J[ohn] 
H[enry] Smith & H[eber] J. Grant and members of the Territorial & 
County Central Committees of the People’s Party was held at 1 0 a.m. 
in the Parlor. I also attended. The names for nomination for County 
officers were decided upon, viz., Orrin P. Miller for one of the Select- 
men, Richard Howe for one of the Select-men, Leonard G. Hardy, 
County Collector, [and] WmM Stewart, Co Supt of Dist. Schools. 


r, ' r ' “Bro Smith” is written over some illegible words. 

56 Heber J. Grant reported: “At ten o clock attended a meeting at the Gardo 
house of a number of leading brethren of the county. The object of the meeting was 
to talk over the political affairs of the county as there seemed to be a wide spread feel- 
ing of dissatisfaction existing among the people, especially in the outside portions of 
the county, that i[s] that part which is not in the limits of Salt Lake City. It was voted 
that we do what we could to try and get two selectmen for the county that were not 
residents of the City. It was said that the chances were that a large number of the par- 
ties that would come to the legislature would be men of little or no experience unless 
there was something done to get others to fill their places. It was decided to try and 
have Jos Barton come from Kaysville. Bp [William] Preston and I were requested to go 
to Springville and if possible get a stronger man than Abra[ha]m Hatch for the council 
and if there was a weak man coming from Emery, and we could not get a strong one 
there, to see that Hatch came in place of the Emery man. Bro Preston and I took the 
350 train for Springville. In the evening we had a talk with Lyman Wood, Joel Ricks, 


[July 10, 1889; Wednesday] I attended the meeting of Directors of 
Z[ion’s] S[avings] B[ank] & T[rust] Co. at 1 p.m. 3% was allowed 
D[on] C[arlos] Young as Architect on the new Bank Building. Iron 
columns were ordered from Silver Bros and the establishment of a 
Deposit Safe was referred lo the Building committee. 

[July 1 1, 1889; Thursday] Laroy Harris of Glendale, son of Silas Har- 
ris, called [and] represented that he had received manifestations call- 
ing [him] to go to Tonto Basin, Arizona, and there obtain the Plates 
of Nephi which have not been translated. That he was directed to 
come to the Presidency of the Church to be ordained and set apart 
for this work. After conversing with him by Prests Woodruff & Can- 
non, Prest Woodruff told him that he had not received any manifes- 
tations of this kind and he did not [believe] those that Bro Harris had 
received were from the right source. It was not necessary for him to 
be ordained to get those plates. Bro Harris insisted that he was not 
mistaken, but no further action was taken. 

It was decided to purchase the land in Mexico offered by Bro 
John W. Young on the terms proposed by him, and the Presiding 
Bishopric were authorized to proceed & make the purchase, and ar- 
range for payments & obtain good and sufficient deeds. 57 

Bros W[illiam] W. Cluff, Frederick] A. Mitchell & H[arvey] H. 
Cluff of the Hawaian Colonization Committee called with their 
note for $5000.00 on Z[ion’s] Savings Bank, which they signed & 
Prests Woodruff, Cannon & Smith endorsed the said note as surities 
in their official capacity. 

I attended the usual Prayer Meeting of the Presidency and Apos- 
tles at 3 p.m. 

Bro. John E. Booth was set apart for his mission to Preside in the 

and others and their feeling was that there was not as good a man as bro Hatch to be 
found in Springville” (Grant, Diary, July 9, 1889). 

57 Heber J. Grant reported: “This morning I dropped into the Gardo House and 
among other things the purchasing of some land from Jno. W. Young in Mexico was 
voted on [by] the Presidency. Bp. [William] Preston and Jno. H[enr]y Smith were pres- 
ent. I did not at first vote with the brethren to make the purchase as I know so little, in 
fact nothing, of the county. I finally said after the vote had been taken that 1 would al- 
low mine to be recorded in favor of the purchase. I can’t help feeling that we do some 
things in a great hurry and others we [have] hand and hand for months. The purchase 
today was fifty thousand while we sent Moses Thatcher and Erastus Snow several times 
clear to Mexico before deciding on a purchase of about half this amount. That is half 
the amount of money, not half the amount of land” (Grant, Diary, July 11, 1889). 
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Northern States Mission by the First Presidency, Bro Jos F Smith 
mouth. 

July 12, 1889; Friday] Prests Woodruff & Cannon had an interview 
with Mr A Jerome A A. Fillmore of San Francisco, California] and 
Genl. Geo B. Williams of Washington, who had come for the pur- 
pose of seeing these brethren and of learning in regard to the situa- 
tion here politically and otherwise. They were in conversation from 
9 45 to 1 130 a.m. in the parlor of the Gardo. Bro H[iram] B. Clawson 
was also present. 

I attended a meeting of the First Presidency. Elders F[ranklin] D 
Richards, John H[enry] Smith, H[eber] J Grant, Mayor [Francis] 
Armstrong and others, members of the Territorial County Central 
Committees, City Council, officers elect &c. At 3 p.m. Prests Wood- 
ruff & Cannon made some strong and pertinent remarks in regard to 
the apparent division and dissatisfaction among the members of the 
Peoples Party. Prest Cannon compared the situation to the parable of 
Jesus of the Man who sowed good seed in his field, and while his men 
slept his enemy came and sowed tares among his good seed & the 
weeds grew up &c. There appears to be ill feelings by the poor against 
the rich; also against the present members of the City Council, water 
questions &c. The time has come for something to be done to recon- 
cile the people. We must step forward and have a correct understand- 
ing and adopt measures that will meet the exigency of the case. 

Several of the brethren expressed iheir views and Prest Wood- 
ruff said, [“]we are in this Territory through the providences of God 
and through revelation, and in conformity with the prophecies given 
through Holy Men as they were moved upon by the Holy Ghost. I see 
difficulty before this people if they do not acknowledge the Lord and 
His Priesthood. We must not be divided or we will be chastised. We 
have a class of men among us who are laboring for our overthrow and 
distinction. We need to counsel with one another and take counsel 
from the Lord. The Priesthood will rule over us forever, for it is the 
rule & government of God and will continue through all eternityj”] 

Bro A[ugust] W. Carlson referred to the proposition of organiz- 
ing People’s Party Clubs in the several wards as a good way to get at 
the people to instruct & encourage them. This measure was fully ap- 
proved and further action thereon was referred to the Terr. & Co. 
Central Committees. Adjourned at 6 p.m. 
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6. 1889 


The brethren of the Presidency all left this evening. Elder 
F[rancis] M. Lyman called having just returned from a visit to the 
Saints in the Southern Settlements. 

The Company of Saints in charge of Elder [John W. F.J Volker 
from Liverpool, Engd, arrived this afternoon. 

[July 14, 1889; Sunday] This is the 38 anniversary of Sophias birthday. I 
pray the Lord to bless her and lengthen her days to see many happy 
returns of this day, in freedom & peace. 

[ July 16, 1889; Tuesday ]\ attended a Meeting with Prests Woodruff & 
Cannon at 2 !l p.m. in the parlor of the Gardo with the Directors of 
the Salt Lake & Deseret Agricultural & Manfs Canal Co. Bro Wil- 
liam] V Black made a statement of the preliminary survey of the ca- 
nal, which will be some 16 feet deep at the river and come to the sur- 
face about 3V2 miles from the river. The proposed canal is to be 20 
feet wide on the bottom. There is also an excellent place for making a 
reservoir in the river at a reasonable expense. The Directors after- 
wards made an assessment on the Stockholders A of 10% A so as to 
commence work on the Canal forthwith and thus secure the first 
right to the unappropriated water of the Sevier River. 

[ July 1 1, 1889; Wednesday] Bp WJilliam] B Preston called & reported 
that he had arranged with Bros John W Young & W[illiam] D John- 
sonjr for 15,000 acres ofjohn W’s purchase layingNorth of the Diaz 
Colony and on the west side of the Casa Grande River to pay $2.25 
per acre instead of $250 per acre, also the 13.00000 at $100 per acre. 
This was approved. 

I attended a meeting of the Directors of Z[ion’s] S[avings] 
B[ank] & T[rust] Co. at 1 p.m. and officiated as Secretary protem in 
the absence of Bro Geo Reynolds. 

[July 19, 1889; Friday] Elders John Morgan & Wm Spry called and 
represented the condition of affairs in the Southern States. There is 
considerable ill feeling manifest against our Elders in some of the 
States, notably Mississippi. Prest Woodruff gave positive instruc- 
tions to these brethren that w[h]ere there are such feelings shown, 
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58 The word “the” is written over “Sophi”. 

59 The number “2” is written over “1”. 
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the Elders should be permitted and directed to withdraw themselves 
and wash their feet against the people. It is not necessary and the 
Lord does not require our Elders to jeopardize their lives in such 
places. Where Elders are withdrawn they can be sent to more favor- 
able sections, and as some 30 or 35 Elders will be released this com- 
ing fall it will not be necessary to fill up their places with new Elders. 
The labors of the Elders will be taken from the Gentiles and given to 
the House of Israel. 

[July 20, 1889; Saturday] There was a concert given at the Tabernacle 
this afternoon at 230 by honor of the presence of a party of mem- 
bers of the U.S. House of Representatives who arrived at this city last 
evening and are entertained by the mayor & city council, their 
names are Hon Geo W E Dorsey of Nebraska, Hon Nathan Goff of 
West Virginia, Hon E[dward] 1). Hayden of Massachusetts, Hon 
J[ohn] C Burrows of Michigan, HonJ[ohn] W. Stewart of Vermont 
& others.... 

I had a talk with Prest Geo Q Cannon about his having a free talk 
and explanation with Bro M[oses] Thatcher of the B[ullion] B[eck] & 
C[hampion] Mfining] Cos affairs. 

[July 23, 1889; Tuesday] It was decided to go on with the work of dig- 
ging out the tunnels from the Salt Lake Temple to the Annex— also to 
A the A preparations*’ 11 for the building of the Annex & the architect to 
suggest such changes to the plans as he shall think proper. 

Prof Karl G. Maeser of Provo called and I talked with him in re- 
gard to my daughter Mary taking a school at Mt Pleasant, Sanpete 
Co. He says he will get her a good situation.... 

I called on Sophia this evening and blessed her baby and gave 
her the name of Mary Taylor. They are both getting along very well. 

I had some conversation this evening with Prest Wm Budge. He 
gave me a kind invitation to go and visit with him at Bear Lake. 

[July 25, 1889; Thursday] 1 attended a Meeting of the Board of Direc- 
tors of Zfion’s] S[avings] B[ank] & T[rust] Co. at 1 p.m. Bro A[ngus] 
M Cannon asked for an explanation of the sale of the Church Stock 
in the Bank. This was not concluded but held over till next weeks 
meeting. 

6° The word “preparations” is written over an illegible word. 
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Two years ago today President John Taylor died in exile in con- 
sequence of the wicked persecutions of our enemies. 

[July 27, 1889; Saturday] Presidents Woodruff & Cannon & Bro. 
A[rthur] Winter went by train this morning to Grantsville to attend 
the Tooele Quarterly Conference, tomorrow & Monday. 

July 30, 1889; Tuesday 7 We have information that the A US A Dist Atty, 
Marshal & court purpose arresting the Presidency, Twelve, Presi- 
dents of Stakes, Bishops & leading men generally and if they do not 
acknowledge to having put away their plural wives they will be con- 
sidered as living in unlawful cohabitation and be punished accord- 
ingly. This is said to be Prest [Benjamin] Harrison’s policy. 

July 31, 1889; Wednesday] 1 attended a meeting of the Directors of 
Z[ion’s] S[avings] B[ank] 8c. T[rust] Co at 1 p.m. On Motion it was de- 
cided that all persons who have claims against the Bank for services, 
they should present their bills. I have served for several years on the 
Executive Committee. 

It was decided that the Church arrange to pay $12,00000 in 2 
payments, of from 30 to 60 days or longer if time can be obtained, on 
the first payments for the Scull Valley purchase for the Hawaiian Col- 
ony [Josepa], as some of the natives do not feel willing to dispose of 
their real estate in this City & take the amount of Stock in the colony. 

[August 2, 1889; Friday] Prest Jos F Smith asked me to accompany 
him by team to Wasatch this evening, but I felt that if I could not go 
to Provo while my wife was sick I would not go anywhere else for plea- 
sure, although I felt that an out would do me good. 

[August 4, 1889; Sunday] Prest Jos. F Smith also returned this eve- 
ning. He came back from Wasatch on Saturday night in consequence 
of having received a telegram informing him of his wife Marys child 
being sick. He died on Saturday ev[en]ing before Bro Smith got 
there, and was buried last night. 

[August 5, 1889; Monday] This is election day in this Territory for 
Members of the Legislature and some County Officers ... 

Prests Woodruff & Cannon returned from Logan this afternoon 
at 3.30 Oclock.... 
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From the election returns to-day it appears that the Liberals have 
a majority of votes in Salt Lake City. They made night hideous to- 
night with their gills, drums, tin pans, tin horns, cowbells, torch 
lights & fireworks &c, marching through the streets until after 1 
Oclock in the morning. While I was looking at them pass the house, 
one man aimed two Roman Candles at the house. 

We are informed that it is the intention of the U.S. Dist. Atty 
C[harles] S. Varian, and US Marshal [Eli H.] Parsons, to commence 
their raids upon the leading brethren right soon after the election. 
Prest Geo. Q. Cannon, A[ngus] M. Cannon, C[harles] W Penrose, 
John Nicholson & HJiram] B. Clawson are especially named, also 
Prest Jos F. Smith is spoken of as needed by them. 

[August 8, 1889; Thursday] Elders W[illiam] W. Cluff, Frederick] A. 
Mitchell & HJarvey] ff. Cluff called and reported they had com- 
pleted the organization of the Flawaii[a]n Colony [Josepa] Company 
& the Directors had filed their bonds. 

I attended the Prayer Circle meeting of the Presidency & Apos- 
tles at 2 p.m. 

The following decisions were arrived at on questions of the 
Brethren of the Hawaiian Committee: F. A. Mitchell, Henry P. Rich- 
ards & Albert W. Davis to be the Executive Committee. 

H[arvey] H. Cluff to be President, Manager &Supt of the colony. 
The Stockholders may each have a City Lot, the City Lots to cost not 
less than $2500 no[r] to exceed $7500 each. [The intent is to] reserve 
the Lots fronting on the Square[;] to build a Meeting House to be 
also used as a School House, say 30x20 feet[;] arrange to enter ad- 
joining lands by Homestead, Desert entry & Tree Culture entry[;] see 
what can be done about negotiating for the Saw Mill in the Moun- 
tains near the colony[;] obtain a Seal for the Company with Motto, 
the Rising Sun, and words in Hawaiian to explain the same[; and] ob- 
tain a Company Brand. The company may render such aid as it can to 
the colonists in building their houses, as a loan. 

[August 9, 1889; Friday] $300000 was appropriated of Tithing Funds 
on hand to the Stake Tithing Offices in aid of the completion of the 
Bear Lake Stake Meeting House. 

Prests Woodruff & Cannon left by this afternoons 3.40 train for 
Ogden, so as to take the early train North to Montpelier [Idaho] to at- 
tend the Bear Lake Stake Conference on Sunday & Monday next. 



[August 14, 1889; Wednesday] Prests Woodruff 8c Cannon returned 
from Bear Lake Stake last night & with Prest Jos F. Smith were at the 
office today. 

Prest Woodruff signed 24 recommends. 

The Presidency had a brief interview with Hon. James. O. 
Broadhead and fudge Henry of Missouri. 

I attended a meeting of Directors of Zfion’s] Sfavings] B[ank] & 
Tfrust] Co. at 1 p.m. 

[August 15, 1889; Thursday] Prests Woodruff & Cannon had an inter- 
view with Judge [John A.] McClernand of the Utah Commission this 
morning. 

Bp Thos Judd of St George called & the matter of Leasing the 
Washington Factory or of selling a Majority of the Stock to him was 
considered & referred to the St George Stake Association to arrange 
with Bro Judd on the best terms, to this effect. 

Bro 1 1 [ arveyj H Cluff was blessed and set apart as President and 
Manager of the Hawaiian Colony at Scull Valley, by the First Presi- 
dency. Prest Geo. Q. Cannon Mouth— also Bro F.lihu Barrell to labor 
in the business affairs of the Colony and as a teacher in the School 
under the direction of Bro H[ arveyj H. Cluff. $7500 was appropri- 
ated in aid of Bro EJlihu] Barrell as an advance on his wages. 

The Presidency endorsed 7 notes, drawn in favor of Bro John T 
Rich for $4285.71 each, the first payable on July 1st 1890 and annu- 
ally thereafter on the 1st ofjuly until the 7 are paid, with 8% interest 
per annum. These notes were signed by Josepa Agriculture and 
Stock Company by Hfarvey] H. Cluff, President, and [blank] Fred- 
erick] A. Mitchell, Secretary, by order of the Board. 

I attended the usual meeting of the Presidency & Apostles in 
prayer meeting at 2 p.m. 

[August 16, 1889; Friday] I received an invitation for self and wife to 
attend the Inauguration of the Electric Railway in Salt Lake City this 
evening at 7.30 o. clock. Prests Woodruff & Cannon attended, I did 
not, the proceedings & cars were a complete success. A 

[August 19, 1889; Monday ] The Presidency attended a meeting in the 
Gardo Parlor with Bro John W Young & some of his employees, also 
members of the city council, to consider the right of way for John W. 
railway through the N. West part of the city to the [Great Salt] Lake. 
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Hon. John T. Caine, called, and reported that the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Irrigation consisting of Hon W[illiam] M Stewart of 
Nevada, chairman, Hon. PJreston] B. Plumb of Kansas, HonJ[ohn] 
H. Reagan of Texas, and Hon James H. Jones of Arkansas, also Major 
J[ohn] W[esley] Powell, Director of the U.S. Geological Survey, and 
assistants, arrived at the City on last evening, and they wished to have 
some of our people go before them and testify on the matter of Irri- 
gation in this Territory. Judge Elias A. Smith & Jesse W. Fox, [illegi- 
ble], Cfharles] H. Wilcken, James A. Little, Geo. M. Ottinger, 
F[rancis] A. Hammond, Wm R. Smith & others appear before the 
committee to-day & this evening. I had Bro. Jas. A. Little sent for, so 
(hat he could give some information on Kanab & Southern Utah wa- 
ter matters. 

We have had a great change in the temperature, cool & cloudy 
all day. 

I called the attention of the Presidency to the proposed action of 
the Provo City Council to sell the west portion of the Court House 
Block, and a telegram was sent to Bro A[braham] O Smoot calling his 
attention to the matter and hoping he would prevent unwise action. 

At the instance of Bro. R[udger] B. Clawson it was decided that if 
the Federal officials & leading gentiles will make application for the 
use of the Large Tabernacle for Mr [ Patrick] Gilmore 1 ’ 1 to hold a first 
class musical entertainment therein, that the Presidency will not ob- 
ject and they will dispose of the means for the rent to paying the ex- 
penses & for the benefit of the Deseret Hospital. 

Prest Wm Budge of Bear Lake Stake called & submitted the pro- 
priety of the Mormon people in Idaho voting on the Idaho Constitu- 
tion which 62 has been framed for the admission of Idaho into the Un- 
ion as a State. It was deemed proper that all who can vote and who 
are not polygmists &c should vote at the time for such voting.... 

The Presidency had a brief interview with Major J[ohn] W. 
Powell, this afternoon . 61 He is very friendly to our people. Bro 
D[aniel] H. Wells was also present. 


61 Patrick Sarsfield Gilmore was a band leader who composed and performed 
marches during the Civil War, most notably the lyrics to “When Johnny Comes March- 
ing Home Again.” 

The word “which” is written over “for”. 

63 Twenty years earlier Powell had been the first to explore and navigate the 
length of the Colorado River. 
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[August 20, 1889; Tuesday] It was decided that Prests Woodruff & 
Cannon and other leading brethren will attend the Dedication ser- 
vices of the Bear Lake Stake Meeting House on Sunday, Sept 15/89. 
Letters were sent to Prests Thos E. Ricks, Geo. C. Parkinson & 
H[orton] D. Haight requesting their presence at that time, to talk 
over the question of voting on the Idaho Constitution. 

[August 21, 1889; Wednesday] The Presidency had an interview with 
Senator Pfreston] B. Plumb, of the Senate Committee, from 11.20 
a.m. to 1.05 p.m. Bro A[rthur] Stayner also present, he having 
brought the Senator. 

Meeting of the Directors of Z[ion's] S[aving] B[ank] & T[rust] 
Co. at 1.30 p.m. A agreed to put 2 more Stories on Bank Building. 7 ' ... 

The Senate Committee, except Senator Plumb, left last night. 
Prest Hfugh] S. Gowens was requested to call upon the Saints of 
Tooele Stake to furnish teams & wagons sufficient to haul the Ha- 
waiian Saints and their effects from this City to the Colony in Scull 
Valley. 

[August 22, 1889; Thursday] The Presidency had an interview with 
Bro Amos Howe, and afterwards an order was issued on Bro Jas Jack 
in his favor for $1500.00 on Defense Fund ac[count]. 

I attended the usual prayer meeting of the Presidency & Apos- 
tles at 2 p.m.... 

By letter from Bro Wm Spry at Chattanooga we learn that he has 
been arrested in lieu of Bro Franklin Haymore of Payson on a charge 
of Polygamy & adultery on a warrant from the 1st Dist. Court at 
Provo & a letter from Judge [John W.] Judd. He has been identified 
and expects to be released, he being now out on bail after spending 
one night in prison. 

[August 23, 1889; Friday] [Contributed to a gift for President Wood- 
ruff:] Prests Geo. Q. Cannon A 1 span Horses A & 64 Joseph F. Smith 
A $2500 A . and myself A $5000 A . James Jack A $10()0() A , A[ngus] M. 
Cannon A $ 1 ()().()0 A . AJrthur] Winter A $25.00 A . Geo. Reynolds 
A $2500 A . W[illiam] C. Spence A $2500 A . l)[avid] McKenzie A $2500 A . 
Cfharles] H Wilcken A $25.00 A & Ofrson] P. Arnold A $2500 A . each 
having contributed to [the] purchase [of a] team and carriage. The 
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same was bought , and Bro Chas H. Wilcken drove up in front of the 
Gardo House. Prest Woodruff was invited to go out look at it, which 
he did, after which on coming into the House, President Cannon, in 
a brief 65 speech in behalf of himself and the brethren named, pre- 
sented the team and carriage to President Wfilford] Woodruff, with 
the good wishes and feelings of the brethren named, that he may live 
long to enjoy the use of the same. The President was very much sur- 
prised and with difficulty he offered a few words in expressing his 
heartfelt thanks for this present, and blessed the brethren, a number 
of them being present, and all felt well. The President rode home in 
the new carriage, Bro Wilcken driving. Myself & Bro. Jack offered a 
few words at the presentation, which were accepted by the other 
brethren. 

[August 26, 1889; Monday] Bro Joseph Watson called and reported 
that 30 of their Stone Cutters had quit work this morning on the 
Bank Building, because he would not comply with the demands of 
the Federated Trades Union in discharging some men who were not 
members of the union. Prest Woodruff said 1 * that he did not feel like 
submitting to such demands & for Bro Watson to do the best he can 
under the circumstances & if possible get more men and keep the 
work going as well as he can. I also felt to incourage him in such a 
course and not submit. He felt that way inclined himself. 

Brojohn W. Hess called and reported that Saw mill & shingle [il- 
legible] mill belonging to the Washakie Indian Farm was destroyed 
by fire last week. 

[August 27, 1889; Tuesday] Bro Nephi Clayton called and reported 
the labors and prospects of the “Inland Salt Company.” The Salt 
Lake has so far receded that a flume & pumping aparatus has been 
built & arrangements made for getting the water from the Lake to 
the ponds. He requested Prests Woodruff, Cannon & myself to go 
out tomorrow afternoon on a special train at 2 15 to see the works &c. 
It was decided that the brethren will go. 

Prest Woodruff Granted a Divorce in the case of Sister Lydia K. 
Young vs John R. Young at her request. 

It was decided that Bro James H. Moyle go to Beaver to attend to 


65 The words “a brief’ are written over an illegible word. 

66 The word “said” is written over an illegible word. 
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the case of Bro John D. T. McAllister which conies up at the next 
term of Court, commencing on Monday next. 

It was decided to insure the Sugar Machinery &c at the Laie Plan- 
tation, Sandwich Islands, for $10,000.00 @ 3%. 

[August 28, 1889; Wednesday /Bn if os epl i Watson was sent for and re- 
quested to give the names of the strikers from his employ who be- 
long to the Church. A telegram was sent to Bro Robert Roden at 
Manti for stone cutters to work from 4 to 6 weeks. A telegram was 
also sent to Prest R[udger] Clawson, at Brigham City, asking if they 
have any Stone Cutters there. I talked with Bro. Watson. He is firm in 
his position not to yield. 

At 2 p.m. Prests Woodruff & Cannon & the clerks in the Presi- 
dents office went to Saltair to see the Inland Salt Company Works. 

[August 29, 1889; Thursday ] I attended the prayer meeting of the Pres- 
idency & Apostles at 2 p.m. I had my wife Elizabeth prayed for and a 
bottle of pure Olive Oil blessed & Consecrated for use in my family. 
This oil is some that was received from Palestine a short time ago. 

[August 30, 1889; Friday] I reed a letter from Sophia, she moves into 
her own house to-day. It being apparently impossible for me to get 
another place for her, we must therefore trust in the Lord to keep 
her hid from the enemy, and use our own best judgment. 

We have received a number of letters to-day and answered them. 

An order was issued on Bro Jas Jack for $80000 [in] favor of 
H[iram] B. Clawson, to be paid to Mr Alex Badlam of San Francisco, 
Cal. & a Draft was sent him in a letter. 

Orders were signed by Prest Woodruff for $3666.00 monthly al- 
lowance of the Twelve, $ 150000 Salary of the clerks in the Presidents 
office, [and] $115833 for Legal Expenses— attorneys fees. 

Prest Woodruff approved the bill of the Salt Lake Theatre for 
$950.35 for Tickets for the Twelve & others from June to July 1889, 
and he instructed Bro Jack to inform the Theatre Company that the 
purchase of tickets for the Twelve, and the occupancy of the east 
pro[s]cenium boxes, will cease from this date. 

Prests Woodruff & Cannon attended the Dedicatory services of 
the 18th Ward Seminary this evening at 7.30 O. clock. Prest Gfeorge] 
Q. Cannon offered the dedicatory prayer & he & Prest Woodruff & 
others spoke to the saints assembled. 
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The names of the stockholders of the Inland Salt Company are 
James Jack, Nephi W Clayton, W[ilford] Woodruff, Geo. Q. Cannon, 
Angus M. Cannon, L John Nuttall, George H Snell, Jerry Langton of 
Butte [Montana] & 2 or 3 small amounts. 

[August 31, 1889; Saturday] Prests Woodruff & Cannon came to the 
Office at 3 & 3 30 p.m. Prest Woodruff signed 35 recommends, and 
by his direction I signed 23 recommends to the Temples. 

These brethren attended a meeting with a few of the brethren at 
4 p.m. pertaining to political affairs & preparing for the February 
Election in Salt Lake City. There were also present Bros F[rancis] M. 
Lyman, J[ohn] H[enry] Smith, H[eber] J Grant, J[ohn] T. Caine, 
A[ngus] M Cannon, C[harles] W Penrose & F[ranklin] S. Richards. 

[September 1, 1889; Sunday] Prests Woodruff and G[eorge] Q. Can- 
non attended the Salt Lake Stake Conference today & each of them 
spoke, the former in the afternoon, and the latter in the morning. 

[September 2, 1889; Monday] Prests Woodruff & Cannon at the office 
this morning. They attended the conference meetings in the Taber- 
nacle, morning & afternoon A & spoke in the afternoon A . My Son, 
Leonard, was called & sustained as a Home Missionary in Salt Lake 
Stake A this afternoon A . 

[September 3, 1889; Tuesday] Bro F[rancis] M Lyman called [and] in- 
formed me that he had called on my wife Elizabeth & Spent the eve- 
ning A (Monday) A in conversation. He had also administered to her 
while there. He had also talked to Joseph & the children who were 
present. 

Bro Thos R. Galbraith of Liverpool, who arrived with the com- 
pany of Saints last night, called with a letter of introduction from 
Prest Geo Teasdale. He is the son of a Minister of the Church of Eng- 
land & recently joined our church in Liverpool. He wishes to teach 
school. Prest Woodruff let him have $2000 to pay his immediate ex- 
penses to be refunded when he gets employment. 

A meeting on Political Matters was held in the G[ardo] H[ouse] 
Parlor A this afternoon. A 


[September 4, 1889; Wednesday] Bro John Beck, called, and Prest 
Woodruff objected to his going to the Temple for sealing purposes. 
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I attended a meeting of the Board of Directors of Z[ion’s] 
S[avings] B[ank] & T[rust] Co. at 1 p.m. and officiated as Secretary 
protem.... 

Another Meeting on Politi[c]al matters pertaining to [the] Salt 
Lake City election next February was held this afternoon at 3 o. clock 
at the G[ardo] H[ouse] parlor. 

Bro. Frederick] A. Mitchell called & reported that he had sur- 
veyed the town site for the Hawaiian Saints at Josepa, Scull Valley, 
they had drawn their lots and all were feeling well in their new loca- 
tion. 

[September 5, 1889; Thursday] Bro. Wm Paxman returned from his 
Mission to New Zealand, this morning. He is well in his health & spir- 
its. I had a little talk with him, he is glad to get home again. 

I attended the circle meeting of the Presidency & Apostles at 2 
p.m. Bro. Paxman by invitation was also present. Elder L[orenzo] 
Snow also present. 

[September 6, 1889; Friday] Bro Fred. W. Taylor called and expressed 
his desires to go to New York for the purpose of entering some col- 
lege there to study and graduate in Medicine 8c Surgery, and wished 
the counsel & sanction of the Presidency. The brethren consented to 
his going for the purpose desired and hoped he would be firm to the 
principles of his religion and not allow his studies or associations to 
weaken his faith in the Gospel. I suggested to him if he found there 
was any possibility of his losing his faith, that [he] come home right 
away. He expects to leave about the 12th of this month. 

Elder Frederick] A. Mitchell called and submitted his financial 
circumstances and prospects for selling his house & 5 lots in the 1 1 th 
Ward for $40,000.00 and he can then liquidate his indebtedness. 
Upon consideration Prest Woodruff felt that Bro Mitchell would be 
justified in selling, to which Prest G[eorge] Q Cannon assented. 

Mr. H. E. C. Peterson completed an oil paint portrait of Prest 
Geo. Q. Cannon today and commenced on one for Prest W. Wood- 
ruff. 

[September 7, 1889; Saturday] Prest Woodruff was engaged in having 
his portrait painted from 10 a.m. to 3 30 p.m. A number of public let- 
ters were answered. 

Bro Asa W. Judd, of Kanab, was released to return home from 
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his mission in Germany, as per the request of his father in conse- 
quence of the health of his Mother and her reason being affected be- 
cause of his absence. 

[September 8, 1889; Sunday ]1 spent the day with Joseph & Eleanor & 
Leonard & family. I had a good talk with Joseph in regard to his get- 
ting married as he is now 26 years old & should be married. Leonard 
& Joseph went up town & got some oranges for my wife Elizabeth, 
also the fish, and Jos 67 A & Eleanor A left by the afternoon 350 train for 
Provo. I returned to the Gardo House this evening. Leonard & Bro 
Jas A Little accompanied me. 

Prests Woodruff 8c Cannon attended the Davis Stake Confer- 
ence to-day. 

[September 9, 1889; Monday ]\ signed 64 recommends to the Temples, 
and attended to our mail matter. A The Grand Jury were impaneled 
to-day in the 3rd Dist Court. A 

[September 10, 1889; Tuesday] Bp. Samuel Bennion of North Jordan 
Ward died last night. I would have been pleased to see him for he & 
wife were very kind to Prest Taylor & party as theirs was the first 
house we stopped at when we went out on the U[nder] G[round], 

[September 11, 1889; Wednesday] I attended a meeting of the Directors 
of Z[ion’s] S[avings] B[ank] & TJrust] Co. and officiated as Secretary 
pro tern at 1 p.m. 

Bros John T. Caine, CJharles] W. Penrose & FJranklin] S. Rich- 
ards called and submitted a draft of the Platform to be presented to 
the Committee of the People’s Party at their meeting tonight, which 
was read, amended & approved. 

[September 12, 1889; Thursday ] Mr Sidney Dillon & Hon. John Sharp, 
of the U[nion] P[acific] Railway, called & had an interview with Prests 
Woodruff & Cannon. 

I attended the usual Prayer Circle Meeting of the Presidency & 
Apostles at 2 p.m. 

I submitted a letter to me from Bro. Peter W. Connover of Provo 
asking for assistance and got $50000 allowed to him. 

On motion of Prest Geo. Q. Cannon, Bro. Wm C. Spence was 
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called on a mission to Great Britain & to labor in the Liverpool Of- 
fice as Book-Keeper, to go this fall. 

[September 13, 1889; Friday] Prests Woodruff A & wife A & Cannon, 
[and] Elder Bfrigham] Young [Jr] & wife, left by this mornings 8 
oclock train in a special car for Bear Lake County, Idaho, to attend to 
the dedication of the Bear Lake Stake Meeting House next Sunday. I 
attended to our mail. 

[September 16, 1889; Monday] We learned by telegram that the train 
carrying our company of Emigrants in charge of Elder E. W Payne, 
was wr[e]cked last night near Lynchberg, Virginia. No one seriously 
hurt, which was quite miraculous, as one car was turned over and 
smashed to pieces, and the other car was thrown into the creek & 
stood on one end. 

[September 17, 1889; Tuesday] Prests Woodruff & Cannon returned 
by the 3 30 p.m. train. Prest W[oodruff] called at the office. Prest 
Cannon drove home. He is quite unwell & has had an attack of facial 
paralysis, which rather disfigures his face. 

[September 18, 1889; Wednesday] I attended the Stockholders Meeting 
of Z[ion’s] S[avings] B[ank] T[rust] Co. at 1 1 a.m., also at the Direc- 
tors Meeting at 1 p.m. The By-laws were submitted and accepted. 
The Election of officers for the ensuing year resulted in the reelec- 
tion of the old board. 

[September 19, 1889; Thursday] Prest Jos. F. Smith commenced to set 
for his portrait this morning to Mr H. E. llS C. Peterson. 

I attended a meeting of the Presidency and Apostles at the office 
at 2 p.m. It was decided that Bro. Albert Carrington who is reported 
to be dying may be Ordained an Elder, that when he died he could be 
buried in his Temple clothing. Prest Angus M. Cannon was autho- 
rized to ordain him. As Bro Cannon entered the house he was in- 
formed that Bro. Carrington died at 18 minutes to 4 p.m. It was after- 
wards decided th[at] Bro. Carrington may be buried in his Temple 
clothing. 1 ’” 
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69 Carrington, a member of Twelve for fifteen years, was excommunicated on 
November 7, 1885, for adultery. Previous to his death, he was re-baptized. 
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[September 23, 1889; Monday] Prest Joseph F. Smith had some very 
plain talk with Bro. Angus M. Cannon in regard to his persistent 
claim to the land known as the Barn Lot west of the Lion House 
which Bro Cannon claims he purchased bonafide, while Prest Smith 
claims was only in trust for its safety to the Church. Prest Mfoses] 
Thatcher & Bp Wm B. Preston held the same views as Bro. Smith and 
repudiated Bro. Cannon’s claim. No decision was arrived at. 

[September 24, 1889; Tuesday] Abraham F Doremus & his wife Pauline 
Richards Doremus sent a letter which was received this morning, re- 
questing that their names be stricken from the Church Records 
wherevever they appear showing any semblance of membership in 
the Church. This was referred to the Presidency & High Council of 
Salt Lake Stake for their action thereon & to carry out the request of 
the parties. 

The case of Bro [Samuel D. J Davis of Malad Stake, who is impris- 
oned in [the] Idaho Penitentiary for refusing to pay a fine of $500.00 
on a charge of conspiracy, was called up. It appears that proceedings 
have been commenced for a writ of Habeus Corpus from 70 the U.S. 
Supreme Court in this case on the question “can a man be A fined 
and A imprisoned because he is a member of a religious organiza- 
tion,” thus bringing the Idaho Test Oath plainly before the Court. 
Further arrangements were made to have this brought about and 
Hon Jere M. Wilson was engaged to assist Bro F[ranklin] S Richards 
at Washington D.C. 

The amounts paid as Salaries to the Church Attorneys at the 
present time is as follows: 


Ffranklin] S Richards, per annum 

$3500.00 

LeGrand Young, per annum 

3500.00 

[Benjamin] Sheeks & 


(Joseph S.] Rawlins, per annum 

3000.00 

Jas. H. Moyle 

$1000.00 

C[harles] C. Richards 

1000.00 

S[amuel] R. Thurman 

1000.00 

Prestly Denney 

1500.00 


Bro F[ranklin] S. Richards salary was increased to $500000 per 
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annum 8c Sheeks & Rawlins was reduced to $100000 per annum as 
Mr Sheeks has left the city. 

It was decided that Bros John T. Caine & C[harles] C. Richards 
should accept the position of members of the Board of the Bothwell 
Canal Company with the understanding it will be for the best inter- 
ests of the People for them to do so. 

Prests Woodruff, Cannon & Smith met this morning in my pres- 
ence and conversed on their personal matters, explaining to each 
other their personal feelings & views and came to a better under- 
standing of each other. Prest Smith had felt that Prest Woodruff had 
not treated him as he should have done &c, all of which was duly ex- 
plained and good feelings had. 

I received a letter from C.' 1 A Hunt, and appointed Bro Afugust] 
W. Carlsen as my proxy to vote my Stock at the Stockholders meet- 
ing of Z.C.M.I., Oct 5, 1889, where article 9 of the Articles of Incor- 
poration are to be changed to provide for a yearly, in place of Semi- 
annual, stock-taking, also to declare dividends every quarter in place 
of every half year, also to vote for officers. I am in favor of these 
changes. 

[September 25, 1889; Wednesday ]\ attended a meeting of the Directors 
of Zfion’s] S[avings] B[ank] 8c T[rust] Co. at 1 p.m. till 330 p.m. 

I was introduced to Sir Julian Goldschmidt, Bar[ris]t[er], wife & 
two daughters. He is a member of the British Parliament 8c they 
called to pay their respects to Prest Woodruff. I met them with him. 
They were very'' kind & courteous. 

[September 26, 1889; Thursday] It was decided A on motion of Prest Jos 
F. Smith A to cover the roof of the Larger Tabernacle below the pres- 
ent galvanized iron, with “Harnsley patent metal shingles,” 10x14 at 
$5.00 per square, 450 squar[e]s = $2250.00, laying the same, $50000 
Freight, $680.00 painting, $1.00 per square = $450.00, to be of the 
best quality of tin painted on both sides. 

It was decided on motion of Bro John H[enry] Smith to rent the 
large tabernacle for the Gilmore Concert, with the understanding 
that the Governor, Federal Officials, and other leading gentiles of 
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Salt Lake City sign a petition to the President of the Church asking 
for its use for the purpose mentioned. 

I attended the Prayer circle meeting of the Presidency & apostles 
at 3 10 p.m. 

[September 30, 1889; Monday] A communication was reed signed 73 by 
the Governor & other Federal officials requesting the use of the Ta- 
bernacle for the Gilmore Concert. 

7 certificates of Stock in the Mexican Colonization & Agricul- 
tural Company for 477 Shares were filed by Bro M[oses] Thatcher & 
handed to Prest W[ilford] Woodruff. 

[October 1, 1889; Tuesday] Bro. Stephen Nixon & wife had their rec- 
ommend endorsed for their 2nd anointings, by Prest Woodruff. 

The Presidency & Twelve held a private meeting this afternoon 
for 2 hours. 

[October 2, 1889; Wednesday] I attended a meeting of the Presidency 
and Apostles at 10 a. m. The subject of Bro. S[amuel] S. Jones letter to 
me was considered & Bro Geo. F. Gibbs was sent to Provo to confer 
with Bro S| amuei] R. Thurman. 

Bro E[dwin] D. Woolley & Dan Seegmiller called & stated their 
wishes that Bishops H[enry] B. M. Jolley of Mt Carmel & RJoyal] j. 
Cutler of Glendale be released and two others appointed in their 
place. I asked the reason & they said because those brethren were 
getting old. 

[October 3, 1889; Thursday] Bro. Wm McNeil, Janitor of the Logan 
Temple, called, he just having been released from the Penitentiary. I 
had a good talk with him. 

I had a talk with Prest Jos. F Smith about engaging [my son] Jo- 
seph to work in the President’s office at Recording. He felt that he 
should be engaged.... A The Presidency & Apostles met at 2 30 p.m. & 
decided on brethren for the Quorum of Twelve. A 

[October 5, 1889; Saturday] At 12.15 the Presidency & Twelve met in 
the Gardo House parlor to meet with Bros. M[arriner] W[ood] Mer- 
rill, A[nthon] H. Lund & A[braham] H. Cannon, but as Bros Merrill 
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& Lund did not come the meeting adjourned until 9 a.m. tomorrow. 4 

At 2 p.m. the Stockholders of Z.C.M.I. met at the Company’s of- 
fice. The Presidents report of the Business read & approved, a divi- 
dend of 5% was declared on the last 6 months business. 

[October 6, 1889; Sunday] The Presidency at the office and [at] 9 20 
a.m. they met with the Twelve & Bros A[nthon] H. Lund & A[bra- 
ham] H. Cannon, Bro Mfarriner] W[ood] Merrill being unwell. 

Conference Meeting at 10 a.m. Prayer by Bro Afbraham] O. 
Smoot. Prest Woodruff introduced the subject of presenting the Pre- 
siding authorities, which Prest Geo Q. Cannon proceeded with, 
when the names of the Twelve Apostles were presented. Prest Wood- 
ruff announced that the three vacancies in the Quorum of the 
Twelve Apostles would be filled. The Apostles had selected and sub- 
mitted a list of names to the First Presidency who had made the mat- 
ter a subject of fervent prayer, and the Lord had manifested to him 
that the three brethren whose names would be presented to the Con- 
ference were accepted of Him. Prest Geo Q Cannon then presented 
the names of Mariner W[ood] Merrill, Anthon H. Lund, and Abra- 
ham H. Cannon, as members of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, 
and they were unanimously accepted. Elder John Jacques was sus- 
tained as assistant A Chuich A Historian and Recorder, and Elder Jo- 
seph Don Carlos Young, as Church Architect.... 

I had some conversation with Prestjoseph F. Smith this morning 
at his request when he informed me of some remarks which had 
been made about myself in the council meeting, wherein many of the 
brethren spoke of their entire confidence in my integrity. Bros 
Thatcher & Grant, however, had thought I was a little officious some- 
times, but he, Bro. Smith, had explained that I only spoke when it was 
necessary so that proper action might be taken to give the facts. Prest 
Jos. F. Smith is a true friend to me, and I esteem his noble character 
and worth, as an honest and true man. He would not allow any false 


74 Of these new apostles, President Woodruff later wrote: “The pressure of busi- 
ness caused this to be deferred until a short time before conference, when I called 
upon the Twelve to furnish me names of persons upon whom their minds rested as 
suitable to fill the vacancies. A number of names were furnished by different ones, 
and the First Presidency then took them into consideration,” upon which “the spirit of 
God was poured out in power, and it was made clear to me, by the spirit of revelation, 
who the men were that were to be selected”(Wilford Woodruff to George Teasdale, 
Oct. 19, 1889, typescript in Kenney Papers; original in LDS Archives). 
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impression to exist against me or any other man when lie could make 
a proper explanation. 

[October 7, 1889; Monday] Prests Woodruff & Cannon, the Twelve & 
others, met at the Tabernacle with the Presidents of Stakes, High 
Counselors &c at 1050 a.m. Prayer by Bro. M[oses] Thatcher. Bros 
F[rancis] M Lyman, John H[enry] Smith, Prests Geo Q Cannon & 
W[ilford] Woodruff were the speakers & Bro. M[arriner] W[ood] 
Merrill dismissed. At the close of this meeting, [another] one, at 
which the General Authorities and the Stake Presidencies were pres- 
ent, was held, at which a lengthy though informal consideration was 
had on the political situation. Among the speakers were Prest Geo. 
Q. Cannon & Elders C[harles] W. Penrose, F[ranklin] S. Richards, 
F[rancis] A. Hammond, M[oses] Thatcher, J[ohn] T. Caine, H[eber] 
J. Grant, A[ngus] M Cannon, John W Young, J[ohn] R. Winder & 
E[dwin] D. 75 Woolley. 76 

The Presidency 8c Twelve met in the prayer room at the Gardo 
House at 5 p.m. till 5.30 p.m. The new members A of the Twelve'' 
were instructed as to their duties and were ordained as Apostles by 
the First Presidency and Twelve. Prest Woodruff [was] mouth in or- 
daining Bro Mfarriner] W[ood] Merrill, Prest Geo Q Cannon mouth 
in ordaining Bro Anthon H Lund, and Prest Jos. F. Smith mouth in 
ordaining Bro. Abraham H. Cannon. 

Bro John Beal of Sanpete was ordained a Patriarch under the 
hands of Prest Geo. Q. Cannon & the Presidency & Twelve. Bro Wal- 
ter Cox of Provo called and I gave him his Note for $50000 which he 
gave me in security for that amount in last July. 

[October 8, 1889; Tuesday] Bro J[ohn] D T McAllister of [the] St 
George Temple called and submitted a plan drawn by Bro. Geo. M. 
Ottinger for the reservoir pipes, valves, hydrants, taps &c for the wa- 
ter works of the St George Temple. [The plan] was examined, ap- 
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76 Heber J. Grant reported: “This morning attended a meeting of the Presidency, 
Apostles, Presidency of the Seventies, Presidents of Stakes and their counselors, Bish- 
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look for prosperity and peace because it will not come. God will reject all nations that 
will not obey His laws.' After the President had finished his remarks there were a num- 
ber of the brethren [who] spoke on the political situation. I was among the number” 
(Grant, Diary, Oct. 7, 1889). 
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proved & the piping &c necessary was ordered through Z.C.M.I. 

I attended a meeting of the Presidency & Twelve, [and] Presi- 
dency of the Arizona Stakes, at the Gardo House Parlor at 3 p.m. on 
the political situation in that Territory. 

[October 9, 1889; Wednesday] Prest C[harles] 1 Robson of Mesa, Ari- 
zona called. He spoke of the orders given that the brethren in Ari- 
zona shall not sell their land & water to outsiders & explained their 
present circumstances & on mot[io]n of Prest Geo. Q Cannon it was 
decided that the restrictions laid upon the people at Mesa in regard 
to holding their surplus land be removed. Yet the brethren should 
use their best judgment and exertions in saving their homes. Prest 
Cannon did not deem it proper to have restrictions placed upon the 
people at Mesa, which were not upon the Saints in other places. 

At the request of Prest Jesse N. Smith for a Principal for their 
Stake Academy it was decided that Bro Levi M. Savage be called to 
the position of Principal of the Snowflake Stake Academy & Bro E. 
M. Webb was relieved to attend to his duties as Bishop of the Wood- 
ruff Ward. 

Prests Woodruff & Cannon attended a meeting at the Assembly 
Hall at 10 a.m. on political business. 

I attended a meeting of the Board of Directors of Z[ion’s] 
S[avings] B[ank] & T[rust] Co at 1 p.m. 

[October 10, 1889; Thursday ]\ attended a meeting of the Presidency & 
Apostles at the Gardo House Prayer room at 1030 a.m. to 3 30 p.m. 
The Apostles also held a meeting in the evening at 6. o. clock. 
Prest Jos. F. Smith left this evening to be absent for a week. 

[October 11, 1889; Friday] At 4.L5 p.m. I attended a meeting of the 
Presidency 8c Apostles, Mayor [Francis] Armstrong & several mem- 
bers of the City Council of Salt Lake City on the question of re-incor- 
porating Salt Lake City under the law & other matters [which] were 
considered. It was decided to not reincorporate, to not take a new 
census, to take some action on the City Election Ordinance, to pro- 
ceed to the erection of a joint County & City building, [and] to sell 
the Public Lands and improve the Streets. 

[October 12, 1889; Saturday] Prests Woodruff & Cannon, also Bros. 
Afbraham] H. Cannon, C[harles] H Wilcken, A[lfred] Solomon & 
S[amuel] Bateman left by this afternoon 3 50 train for Deseret, where 
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it is intended to hold meetings with the Saints on Sunday, and on 
Monday examine the location for making a reservoir in the Sevier 
River, and the location for the canal to carry water to the land taken 
up hy the Deseret & Salt Lake Canal Co, also to examine the said land. 

[October 15, 1889; Tuesday] My Son Joseph commenced work at the 
Historians Office, Recording the President’s Office Daily Journal. I 
provided him with the Record book, [illegible] &c explained his 
labors. 

[October 16, 1889; Wednesday] I attended a meeting of Directors of 
Z[ion’s] S[avings] B[ank] & T[rust] Co at 1 p.m. 

Bp Wfilliam] H Maughan of Wellsville & Bro Chas H Hall of Por- 
tage called. They were released from the Penitentiary last evening. 
They are both in good health. 

[October 17, 1889; Thursday] I attended the usual meeting of the Presi- 
dency & Apostles at the G[ardo] H[ouse] Prayer room at 2.30 p.m. 

[October 18, 1889; Friday] A meeting of the Presidency & Twelve who 
are in the City, the Mayor, City Council & Political Committee met at 
the Gardo House parlor at 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. 

Prests Woodruff & Cannon, Apostles B[righam] Young [Jr], 
F[rancis] M. Lyman, H[eber] J. Grant & A[braham] H. Cannon, also 
J[ohn] W Young, S[eymour] B Young & C[harles] W Penrose, met in 
the office. I was also present. The question of taking down the En- 
dowment House was submitted by Prest Penrose. After consider- 
ation Elder B[righam] Young [Jr.] moved that the Endowment 
House be taken down, but that the font with the dressing rooms be 
preserved for baptismal purposes. Seed & Card. 

A telegram was sent to Prest Lorenzo Snow, asking him to come 
to the City tomorrow or Sunday.... 

The Presidency purpose making a trip to our settlement of Lee’s 
Creek, Alberta, N.W. Territory, Canada. 

[October 19, 1889; Saturday] F[ranklin] S. Richards was blessed & set 
apart for his trip to Washington D.C. to appear in the Supreme 
Court in the Idaho Test oath case by Prests Woodruff & Cannon & 
Elder Bfrigham] Young [Jr]. $30000 was also appropriated for the ex- 
penses of himself & Son. 
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Orders were signed on the Presiding Bishop for $446647 Salary 
of Presidency & Twelve for November & $150000 for Salaries of 
clerks &c. for Nov 

$17500 was appropriated for Bro Jacob Gates, 10000 for the use 
of his 1st Wife at St George & 7500 for his fine & costs at Provo 1st 
Dist Court. 

A letter was sent to Prestjos F Smith informing him of the inten- 
tion for him to go on the trip north. He returned to his home this eve- 
ning to get ready. A large number of public letters were received and 
answered to-day. We have been very busy getting up the correspon- 
dence. 

Arrangements were made for Prest Woodruff & party to leave 
the Fort Douglass Depot on Monday Morning at 4 30 on a special 
train provided by Hon. John W. Young for Pocatello, Idaho. Prest 
Geo. Cannon, however, will go on the Utah Central to Ogden on 
Sunday evening train, thence by Utah & Northern to Pocattelo on 
Monday. The necessary arrangements were made for the journey. 

Before leaving Prest Woodruff instructed me to see after the af- 
fairs of the office and sign the recommends to the Temples, that 
Prest Lforenzo] Snow would take the charge of affairs during the ab- 
sence of the Party. 

[October 20, 1889; Sunday] Prest Geo Q Cannon called at the office 
before the afternoon meeting, and afterwards preached at the Ta- 
bernacle meeting at 2 p.m. and called again at the office. As Prest 
L[orenzo] Snow did not call, he left instructions with me for Prest 
Snow to take charge of affairs during the absence of the First Presi- 
dency. 

I wrote to Prest Joseph F. Smith, about my going to Washington 
[D.C.] this winter, as Bro J[ohn] T. Caine and I had spoken together 
about it. Sophia called for a short time. In the evening I went to the 
Presidents Office and examined my desk and found some papers I 
wanted. 

[October 21, 1889; Monday] Prest W[ilforcl] Woodruff & wife, A Prest A 
Joseph F Smith & Elder Bfrigham] Young [Jr], [and] sister Caro- 
line?] Cannon left by a special train this morning at 530. Brojohn W. 
Young & some ladies were also passengers for the trip to Pocatello & 
return. Prest Geo Q, Cannon will join them at Pocatello and the 
party will proceed via Portland, Tacoma, Victoria, Vancouver, and 
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ihe Canadian Pacific Railway to Dominion, thence to Lethbridge, 
and team to Lee’s Creek [Alberta], to be absent 3 or 4 weeks. 

Prest L[orenzo] Snow arrived by train yesterday afternoon and 
not knowing what he was sent for, thought that to call this morning 
would be soon enough. He came, and upon learning what was re- 
quired he made his arrangements accordingly. 

[October 22, 1889; Tuesday ]\ informed Bp R[obert] T Burton & archi- 
tect D[on] C[arlos] Young in regard to taking down the Endowment 
House and building up a neat building over the font for Baptismal 
purposes. 

Sent a telegram to Portland informing the President that Bro 
[Lorenzo] Snow is here. 

[October 31, 1889; Thursday] I accompanied Bros [Samuel ].] Sudbury 
8c S. Mark to the Gilmore Concert at the large Tabernacle tonight & 
had a most enjoyable time. It was quite an event in my life. 

[November 1, 1889; Friday] Prest Lforenzo] Snow went home to Brig- 
ham City this morning. He has a daughter very sick. I attended to our 
mail and signed 56 recommends. 

Mr A P[atrick] S[arsfield] A Gilmore & his Band had another Con- 
cert this afternoon. Sophia & her cousin attended, Elizabeth Harri- 
son. This afternoon there was a chorus of 1200 children & this eve- 
ning our home chorus of 500 adults, also in last evening. I 7 attended 
the concert again this evening, also arranged for Elizabeth, Eliza- 
beth] Ann & her children & Joseph to attend, which they did. 

[November 5, 1889; Tuesday] Bro S[amuel] Bateman called this eve- 
ning. He & Bro Sfamuel] ]. Sudbury say there are several of the 
Saints who are disturbed in their minds in regard to a published in- 
terview in the “Salt Lake Herald” from the “St Louis Globe Demo- 
crat” of a Reporter & Prest W[ilford] Woodruff. They seem to be- 
lieve this mans lies, against the well known integrity of Prest Wood- 
ruff, and want him to explain in some way so as to refute the saying of 
this man. 

[November 7, 1889; Thursday] Ex Marshal [Frank H.] Dyer called at the 
Gardo this morning with two gentlemen to view the house & furni- 
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ture with a view to having the same insured. I went down stairs while 
they passed through the house. James Jack started for Los Angeles 
this morning. 

I spent a bad night last night and am quite sick this morning. I 
had sister Ludbury make me a cup of tea and A I A felt better. 

[November 8, 1889; Friday] In the Probate Court yesterday, the com- 
missioners report on the division of the property of the Estate of the 
late Presidentjohn Taylor was approved & the court ordered the dis- 
tribution made in accordance therewith.... 

In the U.S. 3rd Dist Court today, Judge Anderson presiding, the 
cases of admission to citizenship in the U.S., a brother John Moore 
having passed all quesdon[s] 8c before being sworn a Mr Hurd & Mr 
Jos. Lipman asked him if he had taken an oath in the Endowment 
House against the Government of the United States, to which he an- 
swered no. But these men insisted that such an oath is taken. Atty 
B[enjamin] W. Driggs Jr said that Mr Lipman’ s statement was untrue 
and objected to the Court considering the rites of any secret organi- 
zation upon the assertion of an officious and irresponsible person. 
The court ruled if any organization requires an oath against the Gov- 
ernment, we have the right to get at it. After further remarks, the 
Court said, [“]The issue will be confined to ascertaining whether 
there is required of those who go through the Endowment House an 
oath that is inconsistent with the duties of a citizen. Other sacred 
rites or obligations shall not be interfered with. Congress has made 
special laws against this organization and its members, and if there is 
an oath that is incompatible with the duties of a citizen, that fact 
should be known. [”] w 


According to contemporary reports, the temple ceremony contained a line 
about “avenging the blood of the prophets on this nation.” Whether this was part of 
the scripted liturgy, or was left to officiators to voice in their own words and became 
ingrained over time, is not known. There is some indication the sentiment was part of 
a prayer offered at the altar, during which God was petitioned to protect the Latter-day 
Saints and punish their enemies— upon which a list of those who were being singled out 
for special condemnation was placed on the altar (see Alexander, Things in Heaven and 
Earth, 238-39, 254-58). It is equally possible that the prayer of vengeance, or “oath of 
vengeance" as outsiders labeled it, was part of the promise not to reveal the contents of 
the ceremonies. In any case, a letter from church headquarters to temple presidents in 
192V instructed them to “omit from the prayer circles all reference to avenging the 
blood of the prophets” (see David John Buerger, “The Development of the Mormon 
Temple Endowment Ceremony,” Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought 20 [Winter 
1987]: 52-55). 
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Mr Lipman was granted authority to subpoena witnesses to tes- 
tify before the Court on Thursday next at 10 O. clock a.m. 

Bro C[harles] W Penrose called and stated he had been in- 
formed that Mr Lipman will furnish a list of names and several of the 
Authorities will be subpoenaed as witnesses as the enemy have made 
their brags of exposing all the Endowments before they get through 
with the investigation. 

As President Woodruff & Council are away and may return 
some time during next week, I deemed it proper to try & learn of 
their whereabouts so that they may be apprised of this action. 

[November 1 1, 1889; Monday] It was arranged for the brethren of the 
Twelve now in the city to meet at 4 o. clock p.m. tomorrow. 

[November 12, 1889; Tuesday] Elizabeth came up from Provo on this 
mornings train and called to see me. I was much surprised to see her 
as I was not expecting her. She felt that she must come as I had been 
so unwell. She brought a rough draft for a house that George wants 
to build for my examination.... 

At 4 p.m. Prest L[orenzo] Snow & Apostles M[oses] Thatcher, 
John Henry Smith, Hfeber] J. Grant, Afbraham] H Cannon, also 
Bros C[harles] W Penrose, James H Moyle, [and] myself met at the 
Gardo House office. The question before the U.S. 3rd Dist. Court on 
Naturalization, and the supposed Oaths made in the Endowment 
House™ was presented by Bro. Moyle for consideration, that what- 
ever steps, if any needed, may be taken so as to be ready for the court 
on Thursday at 10 a.m. 

It was deemed proper for some of our brethren to be present in 
Court on Thursday whether they are subpoened by our enemies or 
not, and give testimony that no such oath is required of any Lat- 
ter-day Saints against the Government of the United States in the En- 
dowment House or elsewhere. That this is an opportune time for the 
Church to declare itself against these foul untruths so often re- 
peated. It was agreed to have a number of brethren invited to meet 
tomorrow evening at 7 30 o. clock at the Gardo House office. Tele- 
grams were sent to Bros. A[nthon] H. Lund at Manti & to Bros 
M[arriner] W[ood] Merrill [and] Afaron] D. Thatcher of Logan to be 

80 Nuttall placed an ampersand (&) here, no doubt intending an “et cetera” (&c), 
which I have omitted. 




present at ihe meeting. Other matters were spoken of and ad- 
journed. 

[November 13, 1889; Wednesday] At 7 30 p.m. Prest Lo[renzo] Snow, 
Apostles Thatcher, John Henry Smith, H[eber] J. Grant, John W. Tay- 
lor, Mfarriner] W. Merrill, A[nthon] H Lund & Afbraham] H. Can- 
non, also Bros. Aaron D. Thatcher, E[dwin] G. Woolley, John Clark, 
John E. Carlisle, Richd W. Young, James H. Moyle, LeGrand Young, 
Jas. H. Anderson, W[illiam] W. Riter, Frank Jennings, C[harles] W. 
Penrose & myself met at the G[ardo] Hfouse] office. 

Prest L[orenzo] Snow stated the object of the meeting & re- 
ferred to the rulings ofjudge [Thomas J.] Anderson on the natural- 
ization of citizens, his objections to Mormons and the efforts to bring 
before the Court the Endowment House ceremonies. He requested 
Bro Moyle to lay before the Meeting anything further that should be 
said. He also referred to the meeting held last night. 

Bro Moyle referred to the rulings of the Court & what he 
though[t] would be required of the witnesses before the Court. He 
suggested that some of the brethren who may be called upon might 
be asked some questions so that some idea may be had as to what can 
be answered. This was approved. Bro. Moyle asked several questions 
of Bros John H. Smith, A[nthon] H. Lund & M[arriner] W. Merrill, 
also of Bro. A[aron] D. Thatcher, John Clark, W[illiam] W. Riter, 
E[dwin] G. Woolley, Frank Jennings, [and] Jas. H. Anderson, which 
was quite satisfactory. 

It was decided that the following brethren attend the court to- 
morrow and if wanted that they testify, viz., John H. Smith, Mfarrin- 
er] W. Merrill, A[nthon] H. Lund, A[aron] D. Thatcher, John Clark, 
E[dwin] G. Woolley & J[ames] H. Anderson. Bro. C[harles] W. 
Penrose said the Central Committee had suggested that 1 or 2 out- 
side lawyers be employed to assist our lawyers in this business. Bro 
LeGrand Young did not think it to be necessary to employ any out- 
side lawyers. No action taken. 

[November 14, 1889; Thursday] At the U.S. Dist. Court this morning a 
number of apostates had been subpoenaed and they were given ev- 
ery opportunity to say all they desired in regard to the Endowment 
&c. R[obert] N. Baskin & W[illiam] H. Dickson are employed on the 
part of the Liberals & LeGrand Young, J[ames] H Moyle & Rfichard] 
W Young for the Peoples Party. 


“The Mind of the Lord” 

John Bond, Mart in D Wardell, James McGriffin, Andrew Cahoon, 
James Spillet, Chas Gilmore, andjoseph Silver, apostates, were sworn 
& testified in a very bitter vindictive manner. Bro Moyle also testified 
as one of their witnessjes] but refused to give the Endowment House 
ceremonies. Judge Anderson allowed all kinds of evidence to be ad- 
mitted, notwithstanding the objections of our attorneys. 

I wrote out a telegram in cipher & sent to Prest Woodruff at Port- 
land informing him of what is now going on. 

At 7 30 p.m. Prest LJorenzo] Snow, Apostles JJohn] HJenry] 
Smith, HJebeijJ. Grant, MJarriner] WJood] Merrill & AJnthon] H 
Lund, also Bros LeGrand Young, JJames] H Moyle, Rjichard] W. 
Young, CJharles] W. Penrose, AJaron] D. Thatcher, JJames] H An- 
derson, FJrank] Jennings, SJamuel] R. Thurman, EJdward] Steven- 
son & myself met at the GJardo] HJouse] office. 

The proceedings of the day were spoken of. Prest Snow said, J“]I 
shall be very much disappointed if after this investigation we dont 
come out all the brighter for it, and make a good record for the 
Church. As witnesses in that court we have a right to the Spirit of the 
Lord. This is His work and He will stand by us in doing our best to 
maintain it.J”] 

The question of testifying to any of the Endowments or instruc- 
tions was considered. Some thought that the instructions given about 
praying to the Lord to avenge the blood of the Prophets and refer- 
ring to the 6th Chap of Revelations of John 9th & 10th 81 verses so as 
to refute the testimony which has been given today would be proper, 
others thought it should not be mentioned as fully &c. Bro EJdward] 
Stevenson was asked some questions as to memory &c. The propriety 
of Bros. Merrill, Lund & Thatcher going onto the Stand was dis- 
cussed as they are so intimate with the Temple labors— also that these 
who are expected to testify should be subpoenaed, so that they would 
be properly in court. 82 After talking upon these matters the brethren 

81 “And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of 
them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: And 
they cried with a loud voice, saying. How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not 
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?” (Rev. 6:9-10) 

82 Heber J. Grant wrote of this same meeting: “At 7.30, attended a meeting in 
the Gardo House. There are some lively times in the Court and we hardly know what 
way to turn. I feel that it is better for us to suffer rather than to allow any of the en- 
dowments to be revealed. It is too bad that we should be placed in such a position as 
we are in today. There is no worse lie on earth than the one that there is something in 
the Endowments to make a man a traitor to this Nation or that there are any oaths to 
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of the Apostles & Elder Thatcher & myself remained. After consider- 
ation, it was decided that the witnesses should meet at Bro. Moyle’s 
office at 9 a.m. to-morrow where they could be subpoenaed. 

Prest L. Snow was of the opinion that Bros Merrill & Lund and 
Thatcher could go onto the Stand and testify that there were no such 
oaths, obligations, or covenants required in the Endowments, hut if 
they should be asked what did transpire there they could refuse to 
answer. Bro. John Henry Smith asked if there would be any objec- 
tions to his referring to what is written in the Revelations of St.John 
in regard to prayer &c. by way of rebuttal. Bro. Snow answered, No! 
that [there would be no objection and] it would be proper for him to 
do so and that Bros Merrill & Lund could corroberate that; but that 
none of the brethren should give any of the Endowments or instruc- 
tions but refuse to answer questions to that end. With this under- 
standing the following brethren will be subpoenaed and if necessary 
will testify, Viz: John Henry Smith, Mfarriner] W. Merrill, A[nthon] 
H. Lund, Afaron] Thatcher, E[dwin] G. Woolley, John Clark, [antes 
H. Anderson, [and] Heber H Wells. 

[November 15, 1889; Friday] Prest L[orenzo] Snow, J[ohn] H[enry] si 
Smith, H[eber] J. Grant, M[arriner] W[ood] Merrill & A[nthon] H. 
Lund called at the office at noon and talked on the morn[i]ngs busi- 
ness in court. Bro John Henry Smith was called by the Pr[o]s[e- 
cu]t[ion] & testified the St George Temple was dedicated in April, 
1877. Levi Axtell [and] Vincent Shurtleff testified, after which Mr 
[William H.] Dickson & [Robert N.J Baskin read extracts from the 
“Deseret News” [and] “Journal of Discourses” and purpose reading 
some more in the mor[n]ing when they will close. 

Bro John W. Young called 8c said he had reed a telegram from 
Brigham [City], which indicated that Prest Woodruff & party would 
return tomorrow evening. He was going to meet them with a special 
train at 6 a.m. at Pocatello, Idaho, tomorrow. He left A this city at 4 
p.m. today with his special train. A 

Bps Wfilliam] H. h1 Lee & Archibald] McKinnon of Woodruff & 


avenge the blood of the Prophet Joseph and Hyrum Smith on this Nation. I almost 
wish that we could tell just what is done there. Hut the chances are that it would not 
do any good as the majority of our enemies would not believe it” (Grant, Diary, Nov. 
14 , 1889 ). 

83 “Prest L. Snow, J. H.” is written over “Prest John W. Young”. 

84 j s written over “D”. 
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Randolph called and asked for counsel in regard to their Ward Meet- 
ing Houses, Judge [Henry P.] Henderson’s decision in the Woodruff 
case having taken the Meeting House from the people. As this is a 
matter that may require some action in regard to other Meeting 
Houses, these brethren were told to lay their cases before Bros 
Young & Moyle, the Church attorneys, & report. 

Bro Seymour B. Young was requested to hunt up some rebuttal 
testimony to that given by Martin D. Warded yesterday. Bro Wil- 
liam] A. Rossiter was with that train and knows nothing of the cir- 
cumstances so related by Warded. 

At 745 p. m. Prest L[orenzo] Snow, Apostles FJrancis] M. Lyman, 
J[ohn] H. Smith, H[eber] J Grant, M[arriner] W. Merrill, A[nthon] 
H. Lund & Bros. LeGrand Young, J[ames] H Moyle, A[aron] D. 
Thatcher, C[harles] W. Penrose, E[dwin] G. Woolley, Jas H. Ander- 
son & myself met at the Gardo House. The proceedingfs] of the day 
in court were commented upon. It is expected that the Liberals will 
conclude their side soon after the opening of Court in the morning. 
When our side will come on, our witnesses as named will go onto the 
Stand, after which such documentary evidence as we have will be 
read. Bro Penrose will hunt up the documentary evidence and be 
subpoened so as to testify on the Blood atonement spoken of. 

[November 16, 1889; Saturday] In court this morning Aposde John 
Henry Smith testified after the other side had closed by reading some 
more articles, the prayer of Prest Woodruff at St George Temple &c. 
Bros [Lorenzo] Snow, [John Henry] Smith, [Marriner Wood] Merrill 
& [Anthon H.] Lund called at the office at noon & reported. It was 
deemed proper that Bro Merrill should not go onto the Stand & tes- 
tify, but Bro Lund & the other brethren could go on & be blessed in 
so doing. Bro Lund, John Clark, E[dwin] G. Woolley, J[ames] H. An- 
derson & A A[aron] D. Thatcher A testified this afternoon. 

Prest Geo. Q. Cannon arrived at 4 p.m. & called at the office. 
Prest Woodruff & party are expected this evening at 8 30 on Bro 
Youngs special train.... 

A few of the brethren met at the office this evening and talked 
over the Court experience of to-day. 

Prests Woodruff & Jos F Smith & Elder B[righam] Young [Jr] re- 
turned this evening by train and were met by friends. 

[November 17, 1889: Sunday] At 730 p.m. Prests Woodruff, Cannon & 
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Smith, Apostles Lforenzo] Snow, B[righam] Young [Jr],J[ohn] H[en- 
ry] Smith, H[eber] J Grant & A[nthon] H Lund, also Attys 85 LeGrand 
Young, J[ames] H Moyle & R[ichard] W Young & Bros E[dwin] G. 
Woolley, W[ illiam] A. Rossiter, C[harles] W Penrose, Joshua Ben- 
nett, John W. Young, C[harles] H. Wilcken & myself met at the Gar- 
do office. The business before the court was explain[e]d, and rebut- 
tal testimony to that of Mr [Martin D.] Wardell in the Green murder 
case on the plains in 1862 was found in [the statements of) Sister 
Scott of Meadowville, Horace Newall of Moab, John R Young of Loa, 
W[illiam] A. Rossiter &Joshua Bennett of Oasis. During the meeting 
Marshal A[lfred] Solomon reported that the Son of Mr Wardell was 
in the city & would testify that no such an occurence ever transpired 
as testified by his father— his daughter also. 86 Other names of witnes- 
ses] were taken to testify on Endowments &c & Bro John W Young 
urged that some policy be defined in these matters. Prest Woodruff 
concluded to not stay so as to be subpoen[a]ed. He left with Bro. 
LeGrand Young. Prest Cannon proposed to be on hand and stand 
fire if necessary. Prest Jos F Smith staid at the Gardo with me. 

[November 18, 1889; Monday] Prests Cannon & Smith at the office. I 
read a letter from Bro Hfiram] B. Clawson at San Francisco, Califor- 
nia], & sent him a telegram to return home as his mining accounts 
are disputed by the officers of the B[ullion] B[eck] & Cfhampion] 
M[ining] Co. 

Bro Duncan M. McAllister returned from England on Saturday 
Night. He called this morning & reported his labors and gave me the 
respects of Prest Geo Teasdale. He is well.... 

At 4 p.m. Prest Geo. Q. Cannon, Jos. F. Smith, Apostles Lforen- 
zo] Snow, J[ohn] H[enry] Smith, Hfeber] J. Grant, also LeGrand 


85 “Attys” is written over “Elders”. 

86 One of the newly ordained apostles wrote the next day: “The sons and daugh- 
ters of a man named Wardell, who testified that he saw a man named Green blood- 
atoned for aposta[s]y while crossing the plains, gave evidence that their father lied. In 
fact, the man named Green to whom he refers still lives at Wellsville” (Abraham H. 
Cannon, Journals, Nov. 18, 1889, L. Tom Perry Special Collections, Harold B. Lee Li- 
brary, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah). Curiously, though, the list of immi- 
grants in the William H. Dame Company of 1862 (“Mormon Pioneer Overland Travel, 
1847-1868,” Church History Library and Archives, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints: Church History, www. lds.org), does not include William Green, and the only 
person named Green in the company is a woman named Harriet, for whom no infor- 
mation is given. Martin Wardell and his family are all included. 
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Young, J[ames] H Moyle, R[ichard] W. Young, C[harles] W. Penrose, 
E[dwin] G. Woolley, W[illiam] H. Rowe, Frank Jennings & myself 
met at the Gardo office. The necessary evidence to present to the 
Court tomorrow was considered. Bro Jos. B. Noble & Sisters B[ath- 
sheba] W. Smith & Mfercy] Ffielding] Thompson were to be seen to 
testify that the Endowm[en]ts as given by the Prophet Joseph were 
the same as given to-day. Prestjos F. Smith saw these sisters this eve- 
ning & conversed with them & they are good witnesses and willing to 
testify. It never was the view of any well informed Latter-day Saint 
that the Church will supersede the Government of the United States. 

[November 19, 1889; Tuesday] In the 3rd Dist Court to-day before 
Judge Anderson in the Naturalization case the following testified, 
Mrs Barbara Bridges, E[dwin] G. Woolley, J E Landford, Isaac Whit- 
aker, C[harles] W. Penrose, Mrs Emma Groves, James Millard, [and] 
James T. Smith. Bro Penrose furnished some very strong documen- 
tary evidence, and when being cross examined and 1 '' being asked, 
“how many wives have you Mr Pfenrose],” he refused to answer. The 
Court ruled that the question was proper. After argument the Court 
held Bro Penrose in contempt but gave him till tomorrow at 10 a.m. 
to answer before commitment. Bro. P[enrose] called at the office 
and his position was considered. It was deemed proper with the light 
now before the brethren that Bro Penrose should refuse to answer, 
but as the lawyers have the matters in hand they can best decide. 

[November 20, 1889; Wednesday] Bro [Charles W.] Penrose went to 
court this morning with his attorneys, and upon being questioned 
again he refused to answer, whereupon he was sentenced to be im- 
prisoned until he would answer, he being in contempt of court. A The 
court adjourned till 1 0 a.m. tomorrow] , A The Attorneys came to the 
office and the situation of Bro Penrose was considered pro & con, 
afterwhich Bro LeGrand Young & S[amuel] R. Thurman proposed 
to go & have an interview with Bro Pfenrose]. It, however, was the 
feelings of the brethren that Bro Pfenrose] should decline to answer 
because the other side would continue with their questions until they 
would again bring him into contempt as it appeared their intention 
to have Bro P[enrose] imprisoned. 

I attended a meeting of the Directors of Z[ion’s] S[avings] 


87 The word “and” is written over “he”. 
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B[ank] & T[rust] Co at 1 p.m. Nothing [of] importance transacted. 

At the request of Bro Penrose, through Bro LeGrand Young, 
Prests Woodruff Cannon met with him at the Presidents office at 
3 p.m. for a short time. He came there with a Deputy Marshal. 

At 4 p.m. I attended a meeting of the Stockholders of the Des- 
eret & Salt Lake Canal Co., when instructions from the General Land 
office in relation to entrys on reserved lands was read. A comty of 
five— B[righam] Y[oung] Hampton, John T. Caine, Francis Cope, 
F[rank] J. Cannon & John Nicholson— was appointed to enquire 
whether this ruling interferes with the lands entered by members of 
this company, and report. Adjourned. 

[November 21, 1889; Thursday / P rest Geo Q. Cannon was subpoenead 
to appear before the 3rd Dist Court as a witness for the Prosecution 
in the Moore Naturalization case. He went at 2 p.m. with his sons 
John Q. & FrankJ. and testified & return[e]d at 3 p.m. The attorneys 
for the Defense met at the office this evening and talked with the 
Presidency on the case in Court. 

Bro B[ernard] H Schettler called and submitted a proposition of 
Bro John W Young regarding the sale of the Forest Farm to a Syndi- 
cate. Prests Woodruff, Cannon & Smith, B[righam] Young [Jr], John 
W Young, B[ernard] H Schettler & myself were named as the Syndi- 
cate. It was decided to have a plot of the Ground be made out into 
small lots & submitted again for further consideration and Bro. 
J[ohn] W Young & B[ernard] H Schettler were requested to attend to 
this matter. 

Prest Woodruff has a very severe cold. At his request I gave him a 
warm bath, and he took some strong tea & went to bed. 

[November 23, 1889; SaturdayJThe Church attorneys &John W Young 
met at the office with Prests Cannon & Smith to consider the propri- 
ety of putting further testimony in court more fully explaining the in- 
structions to pray for the avenging the blood of the prophets in the 
Endowments, also in regard to anointing the arm. Bro Young felt it 
will be a proper time to state in Court that instructions have been 
given by the Presidency that no more plural marriages shall be solem- 
nized, &c. Prest Cannon was not in favor of such action and 89 said that 
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88 “Woodruff 8c" is written over “Cannon & W”. 

89 The word “and” is written over “but”. 
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Prest Woodruff was the only one to decide that. Bro Young suggested 
that to have time to see Prest Woodruff, the attorneys should ask to 
have the case continued till Monday morning. This was approved & it 
was proposed that Bro Young see Prest Woodruff tomorrow. 90 

[November 24, 1889; Sunday] Bro S[amuel] R Bateman called for me 
with a buggy this evening & took me to the Gardo House. I found 
Prest Woodruff there. He with Prest Geo Q Cannon had met this af- 
ternoon with Bro. John W. Young, LeGrand Young, Jas H Moyle & 
R[ichard] W. Young to consider the matters as presented & talked 
upon yesterday, and the question was left with Prest Woodruff to de- 
cide. The President told me of this & said that he had made the sub- 
ject a matter of prayer and by the voice of the spirit he was directed to 
write. After he had concluded writing, which he was doing when I ar- 
rived, he asked me to copy a Revelation which he had received. I did 
so. Having heard Bro J[ohn] W Youngs reasoning, I felt very much 
worked up in my feelings for I did not feel that as a church we could 
assume the position in regard to Celestial marriage which he seemed 
to desire should be taken, and when Prest Woodruff commenced 
talking to me this evening I felt that he had become converted and [I] 
actually trembled, for I Know such had not been Prest Woodruffs 
feelings before, but as I wrote at his dictation, I felt better all the time 
and when completed I felt as light and joyous as it is possible to feel, 
for I was satisfied that Prest Woodruff had received the word of the 
Lord. 91 When Prestjos. F. Smith returned and read the revelation he 


90 George Q. Cannon reported: “President Woodruff s health is not good. He 
was not at the office today. Brother Joseph F. Smith and myself were there. We had in- 
terviews with the attorneys concerning the case and gave such counsel as was neces- 
sary. A list of names of suitable persons to testify was selected, and the points which it 
was thought they could substantiate were assigned them, and the brethren were in- 
structed to notify them and get them together, so that they might understand. Brother 
John W. Young and some of the attorneys were quite anxious to have the testimony 
given concerning some features of the endowment. It was proposed to have Brother 
John W. Young go on the stand and testify. Another point was, whether he could not 
tell that plural marriage was entirely discontinued in the territory, and that it had been 
decided that none should take place. We were pressed for our views upon this subject 
and I gave mine freely and said that I could not answer this question for President 
Woodruff. He was the man and would have to answer it. I could answer it for myself, 
but he was the man holding the keys, and I should not [agree] with anything said un- 
less it were with his knowledge and by his consent. It was arranged, therefore, that a 
meeting should be held tomorrow at 4 o’clock at the Gardo House, when the question 
could be considered” (Cannon, Diary, Nov. 23, 1889, typescript in Quinn Papers). 

91 See the entry for November 27 for the full text of the revelation, which urged 
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was moved to tears and expressed his approval and acceptance of the 
word of the Lord to His Servants & Saints. We all felt well and thank- 
ful to the Lord. Prest Woodruff remained with us at the Gardo 
House tonight. 

[November 25, 1889; Monday] Prest Geo. Q. Cannon expressed his sat- 
isfaction at the mind of the Lord as given to Prest Woodruff in the 
matter spoken of yesterday & Saturday. Bro John W. Young also 
called and was informed by Prest Woodruff of his decision on court 
matters, with which he said he was fully satisfied. 

By letter to Prest Geo Teasdale, Liverpool, Bros J[anne] M. 
Sjodahl & W[illiam] H Smart were released to return home from the 
Turkish Mission on account of ill health. 

I attended a meeting of the Deseret & Salt Lake Canal Company 
at 5 oclock p.m. 

Bro C[harles] W Penrose was discharged by order of Judge 
[Thomas J.] Anderson this evening & Bro J[ames] H Moyle brought 
him from the pen. A about 8 oclock. A 

[November 26, 1889; Tuesday] I attended a meeting of the Deseret & 
Salt Lake [Agricultural and Manufacturing] Canal Company. The 
Committee reported their labors in examining in regard to the reser- 
voir &c and find that the Land office officials have received instruc- 
tions in regard to our reservoir site which is considered favorable. 
Letters were sent by the Presidency & by Secty A[ndrew] Jensen to 
Hon John T. Caine at Washington D.C. with a request that he have 
the matter made right at the A Genl A Land office Dept. & with Major 
[John Wesley] Powell. 

I wrote out answers to a number of public letters. 

A letter was received from Tom R. Galbraith expressing his 
wishes to return to Ireland and his disgust at Mormonism. I have ex- 
pected something of this kind, but it came sooner than I expected. 
He is certainly an impostor. 

[November 27, 1 889; Wednesday ] I attended a meeting of the Directors 
of Z[ion’s] S[avings] B[ank] & T[rust] Co. at 10 a.m. A request of 
John W. Young to get some money from the Bank was considered. A 


Woodruff toward greater resoluteness in the face of adversity— in other words, to re- 
main faithful to plural marriage. 
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resolution was adopted whereby he can get $40.00000 on loan if he 
complys with the requirements as set forth in the resolution. He ap- 
pears to be a very unsafe man to do business with.... 

Revelation To Prest W[ilford] Woodruff, Sunday, Nov 24th 1889. 

Thus Saith the Lord, to my Servant Wilford, I the Lord have 
heard thy prayers and thy request, and will answer thee by the voice of 
my spirit. Thus Saith the Lord, unto my Servants, the Presidency of 
my Church, who hold the Keys of the Kingdom of God on the earth. I 
the Lord hold the destiny of the Courts in your midst, and the destiny 
of this nation, and all other nations of the earth in mine own hands; 
all 92 that I have revealed, and promised and decreed concerning the 
generation in which you live, shall come to pass, and no power shall 
stay my hand. Let not my Servants who are called to the Presidency of 
my Church, deny my word or my law, which concerns the Salvation of 
the children of men. Let them pray for the Holy Spirit, which shall be 
given them, to guide them in their acts. Place not yourselves in jeop- 
ardy to you[r] enemies by promise; your enemies seek you[r] de- 
struction and the distraction of my people. If the Saints will hearken 
unto my voice, and the counsel of my Servants, the wicked shall not 
prevail. Let my servants, who officiate as your Counselors before the 
Courts, make their pleadings as they are moved upon by the Holy 
Spirit, without any further pledges from the Priesthood, and they 
shall be justified. I the Lord will hold the Courts, with the officers of 
Government, and the nation, responsible for their acts towards the in- 
habitants of Zion. I, Jesus Christ, the Savior of the World, am in your 
midst. I am your advocate with the Father. Fear not little flock, it is 
your Father’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom. Fear not the 
wicked and ungodly. Search the Scriptures, for they are they which 
testify of me; also those revelations which 1 have given to my Servant 
Joseph, and to all my Servants since the world began, which are re- 
corded in the records of divine truth. Those revelations contain the 
judgments of God, which are to be poured out upon all nations under 
the heavens, which include great babylon. Thesejudgments are at the 
door, they will be fulfilled as God lives. Leave judgment with me, it is 
mine saith the Lord. Watch the signs of the times, and they will show 
the fulfillment of the words of the Lord. Let my servants call upon the 
Lord in mighty prayer, retain (he Holy Ghost as your constant com- 
panion, and act as you are moved upon by that spirit, and all will be 
well with you. The wicked are fast ripening in in[i]quity, and they will 
be cut off by the judgments of God. Great events await you and this 
generation, and are nigh at your doors. Awake, O Israel, and have 
faith in God, and His promises, and He will not forsake you. I the 


The word “all” is repeated twice. 
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Lord will deliver my Saints from the dominion of the wicked, in mine 
own due time and way. I cannot deny my word, neither in blessings 
nor judgments. Therefore let mine Anointed gird up their loins, 
watch and be sober, and keep my commandments. Pray always and 
faint not; exercise faith in the Lord and in the promises of God; be 
valient in the testimony of Jesus Christ. The eyes of the Lord and the 
Heavenly Hosts are watching over you and your acts. Therefore be 
faithful until I come. I come quickly, to reward every man according 
to the deeds done in the body, even so, Amen. 

[November 29, 1889; Friday] The plan of the Grounds around the 
Manti Temple drawn by Bro Ole Larsen of Logan was exam[i]n[e]d 
& approved, also the plan of Bro Don C[arlos] Young for the front 
steps was approved. 

[November 30, 1889; Saturday] Judge Thomas Anderson rendered an 
opinion adverse to the application of Bro [John] Moore & others for 
naturalization on account of their being members of the Church, 
&c. 93 

[December 2, 1889; Monday] Bro CJharles] W Penrose called and sub- 
mitted the propriety of the First Presidency taking some action or 
making a manifesto with regard to refuting the false assertions made 
by Judge [Thomas J.] Anderson in his decision on Saturday. Prest 
Geo Q Cannon said it had been talked of having a Mass Meeting of 
Citizens held to adopt resolutions on that matter, after it can be 
learned from the attorneys whether an appeal can be taken or not. 

[December 3, 1889; Tuesday] Bros L[orenzo] Snow & Afnthon] H. 
Lund called. They came to attend the meeting of the Church Board 
of Education. 

Bps. [William B.] Preston & [John R.] Winder & Architect Don 
Cfarlos] Young [and] Supt J[ames] H. Moyle called. It was decided 
that the foundation of the Annex & the passage way therefrom to the 
Salt Lake Temple be dug out. Bro. Young expressed himself as not 
being properly considered in his office by Bp Preston & Bro Moyle. 
Prest Geo Q. Cannon then defined the responsibility off] the archi- 

93 Associate Justice Anderson ruled that the LDS church was “antagonistic to the 
government of the United States, utterly subversive of good morals and the well being 
of society” and therefore members of the church did not qualify for citizenship (qtd. 
in Lyman, Political Deliverance, 113-14). 
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tect for the work to be done on the Temple 8cc and that the Supt get 
his instructions from the architect. 

It was decided that the anniversary of the birth of the Prophet Jo- 
seph Smith, Dec 23rd 1889, be set apart as a day of fasting & prayer. 
The fasting to commence on Sunday evening, Dec 22nd, at Sundown 
and continue until Monday evening, Dec 23rd, at Sundown. A circu- 
lar letter was drafted to be sent to the Presidents of Stakes requesting 
them to have arrangements made that the Saints can meet for prayer 
and fasting on that day. 

[December 4, 1889; Wednesday] The First Presidency appointed John 
W. Young and Richard W. Young, Trustees of the Brigham Young 
College, Logan, to fill the vacancies occassioned by the removal from 
the Territory of Bro C[harles] O. Card & Sister Ida I. Cook. This 
question was presented by Bro Geo. W. Thatcher & Bp W[illiam] B 
Preston. 

A number of letters were received, read and answered. 

Bro C[harles] W Penrose was released from his present labors 
on the Deseret News and appointed acting chairman of the Peoples 
Party Central Committee in the absence of Bro F[ranklin] S Rich- 
ards, Bro Heber M. Wells having called & asked that some action be 
taken on this matter as he is so much crowded with labor. 

Bro Solomon F Kimball was set apart to take charge of the labors 
for his fathers family in the Temples, Bro Jos F Smith mouth & Prest 
Woodruff assisting. 

I attended a meeting of the Directors of Zfion’s] S[avings] 
B[ank] & T[rust] Co at 1 p.m. 

[December 5, 1889; Thursday] The Presidency had an interview with 
Mr Isaac Trumbo at 1030 a.m. 94 

I attended the usual prayer meeting of the Presidency and Apos- 
tles, at 220 p.m. 

The Presidency had an interview with Mr Clarence W. Ashford, 
Atty Genl. of the King of the Sandwich Islands. 

Bro C[harles] W. Penrose called & submitted two drafts of deni- 


94 For more than a decade, beginning in the late 1880s, Trumbo was intimately 
involved in LDS church affairs. He was a personal friend of Wilford Woodruff and 
worked extensively for Utah’s statehood. Woodruff would die at Trumbo’s home in 
San Francisco in 1898. See Edward Leo Lyman, “Isaac Trumbo and the Politics of 
Utah Statehood,” Utah Historical Quarterly 41 (Spring 1973): 128-19. 
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als of the assertions made by judge [Thomas J.] Anderson in his deci- 
sion, which were read 8 ’ & left for further consideration. 

[December 6, 1889; Friday] I met with the Presidency & Twelve, A Pre- 
siding Bishops [William B.] Preston & [John R.] Winder^ and mem- 
bers of the Central Committee of the People’s Party at the Gardo 
House at 2 p.m. This meeting was called to consider what action shall 
be taken to get an expression of the People so as to come to some 
conclusion as to what course to take to refute the assertions made in 
the decision ofjudge [Thomas J.] Anderson in thejohn Moore Natu- 
ralization case. Several of the brethren were in favor of [a statement 
by] the First Presidency and Twelve— some thought the 1st Presi- 
dency alone, others the 1st Presidency, Twelve, and about 100 of the 
leading business men. Some thought a mass meeting to adopt suit- 
able resolutions would be the best, but all were in favor of some- 
thing^ if possible, such as] making a strong denial of the falsehoods, 
should be made. The question of taking an appeal was also favored 
by several. After hearing those who wished to speak, an adjournment 
was taken, and the Presidency and Twelve considered the matter, 
when it was decided as the mind of the council that the First Presi- 
dency and Twelve Apostles get up a manifesto on this subject, such a 
one as all can sign. 81 ’ 

[December 9, 1889; Monday] Hon A[mbrose] B Carlton was engaged 
by telegram to Hon John T. Caine to labor for our cause at Washing- 
ton A D.C A for $400.00 per month during the present session of Con- 
gress.... 

By invitation of Bro B[ righam | Y[ oung] Hampton, the First Pres- 
idency & myself attended a social gathering at his residence in the 
20th Ward this evening on the occasion of the dedication of his new 
House. There were a goodly number of brethren & Sisters present, 

95 The word “read” is written over “left". 

96 Heber J. Grant wrote: “This afternoon attended a meeting of the Presidency 
and Apostles at the Gardo. There were also present a number of the leading men in 
political matters. Most of the city central committee. The subject under discussion 
[w]as what would be the best thing to do under the circumstances to counteract the ef- 
fect of the recent decision ofjudge Anderson. After a long chat and the expressions of 
all that felt as if they wished to say anything, the matter was left for the Presidency and 
Apostles to decide on. I was positive in my feelings that the best thing was for the lead- 
ing officials of the Church to deny the charges that were contained in the decision of 
Anderson ...” (Grant, Diary, Dec. 6, 1889). 
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several of whom I did not know and several I had not seen for several 
years. At 8 p.m. Prest Geo Q Cannon offered the dedicatory prayer. 
Supper was served at 845. a sumptuous repast having been provided. 
Bro Wm C Dunbar played the bagpipes. After supper, conversation 
and dancing was in order. A very enjoyable time was had. I went and 
returned with Prest Jos F. Smith & wife. 

[December 10, 1889; Tuesday] I attended a meeting of the Stockhold- 
ers of the Deseret & Salt Lake [Agricultural and] Manufacturing & 
Canal Co. when a letter from Hon John T Caine was read informing 
us of the action of the Government in making reservoir sites, which 
deprives us of going on with our Canal & Dam for our Deseret land. 

[December 11, 1889; Wednesday] Joseph Smith [III], President of the 
Reorganized Church [of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints], called 
with Elderjohn Henry Smith & he had an interview with Prest Wood- 
ruff. I saw Mr Smith for the first time as he was leaving, and was very 
much disappointed at his personal appearance and from what I had 
expected to see in him. 

[December 12, 1889; Thursday] At my suggestion and request Prest 
Woodruff signed recommends for Bro. Samuel J. Sudbury, and his 
wives Emma L. Crossland and Wilhilmina Damcke Sudbury, for 
their 2nd Anointings. 

I attended the usual prayer meeting of the Presidency and Apos- 
tles at the prayer room Gardo House, at 2 p.m.' 1 ' 

[December 13, 1889; Friday] Apostle M[arriner] W[ood] Merrill of 
[the] Logan Temple called and submitted the propriety of purchas- 
ing a piece of land laying immediately east of the Logan Temple, 


97 Hebei J. Grant reported: “We approved of the Manifesto to be signed by the 
Apostles declaring that there is nothing in the Endowments that is treasonable or con- 
trary to good citizenship in this Republic” (Grant, Diary, Dec. 12, 1889). Referred to 
as an “Official Declaration,” or “Manifesto of the Apostles,” it was signed by the First 
Presidency, members of the Twelve, John W. Young, and Daniel H. Wells. It rejected 
the doctrine of blood atonement; declared that the church “does not claim or exercise 
the right to interfere with citizens in the free exercise of social or political rights and 
privileges,” explaining that “all things in the Church must be done by common con- 
sent”; asserted that the endowment ceremony was not “hostile to the Government of 
the U.S.”; and stressed that the church was not “an independent, temporal kingdom of 
God, or to be an imperium in imperio aiming to overthrow the U.S. or any other civil 
government.” See “OFFICIAL DECLARATION,” Deseret Evening News, Dec. 14, 1889. 



some 4 acres, the price asked being $80000 per acre. It was decided 
that he buy the land for the Logan Temple ass[ociatio]n. 

Bro S[eymour?] Young called and offered to buy the Stock of the 
Salt Lake City Gas Company owned by the Church but now in the 
hands of Receiver [Frank H.] Dyer, in behalf of Mr Jarvis. It was de- 
cided not to sell this stock aft] present. 

The Presidency all went to their homes this evening. 

[December 1 4, 1889; Saturday Jit was ordered that the manifesto of the 
First Presidency and Twelve be published in this Evenings Deseret 
News & tomorrow mornings Salt Lake Herald, and telegrams were 
sent to Elders L[orenzo] Snow, F[ranklin] D. Richards & Afnthon] H 
Lund for permission to affix their names to it, which they granted. 9S 
A The Grand Jury of the 3rd Dis Court were discharged this after- 
noon.'' 

[December 16, 1889; Monday / Prest Woodruff directed that the names 
of Bros M[oses] Thatcher, John W. Taylor & D[aniel] H. Wells be" af- 
fixed to the manifesto of the Presidency & Twelve, these brethren be- 
ing absent from the City. 

[December 17, 1889; Tuesday] Bro. Ffranklin] S. Richards, having re- 
turned from Washington D.C. last Sunday morning, called & re- 
ported his labors in the Idaho Test Oath case before the U.S. Su- 
preme Court, in which a good showing was made. The Court listened 
attentively to the arguments. The Anti Mormon reports sent East 
about us as a people are very damaging to us.... 

Prests Woodruff & Cannon & Bp J[ohn] R. Winder had a brief 
interview with Mr Rufus R Wilson of “Elmira New York Telegraph” 
who came with Bro C[harles] W Penrose. 

Bro F[ranklin] S. Richards & Wm Budge called A up A the propri- 
ety of sending a man to Washington D.C. who is capable of taking up 
the case of the Saints against the admission of Idaho into the Union, 

98 The office journal of the First Presidency reported: “A brief synopsis of the 
Manifesto of the First Presidency and Twelve was published in the Salt Lake Herald 
this morning. Upon which brother W[illiam] B. Dougall called and thought it would 
now be proper to have the whole Manifesto published in the Deseret News and Salt 
Lake Herald. President Cannon gave instructions to send the Manifesto for publica- 
tion. It was handed to Brother C[harles] W. Penrose who called” (First Presidency Of- 
fice Journal, Dec. 14, 1889, typescript in Quinn Papers). 

99 The word “be” is written over “were”. 
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and to labor in behalf of the people of Idaho, [which] was consid- 
ered, and it was decided that Bro Chas. W. Nibley be appointed to go 
for this purpose & Bro Budge was instructed to inform him of this 
action. 

It was decided that Elders John Morgan & B[righam] H. Roberts 
be appointed to go East and to labor with the Press A and A in writing 
articles and getting them inserted in the leading newspapers setting 
forth our side of the present political question; also to meet with 
leading men & converse with them & do all the good that lays in their 
power. 

Bro FIfeber] J Grant was requested to see some of our leading 
business men signing resolutions approving the Official Declara- 
tions of the First Presidency & Twelve. Bro Grant was requested to 
see that the matter was gotten into good & proper shape without de- 
lay. It was also suggested that the People’s Party managers get up 
meetings and pass suitable resolutions endorsing the same. 

[December 19, 1889; Thursday] l attended the usual Prayer meeting of 
the Presidency & Twelve at 2F5 p.m. 

Bro F[ranklin] D Richards who has been very sick for some time 
called to-day— he is much better in health. 

The First Presidency appropriated $16000 as Christmas Gifts, 
for themselves 1000 each & the Clerks & employees at the Presidents 
office $5.00 each. 

[December 23, 1889; Monday] This is the day which has been ap- 
pointed for fasting and prayer for the whole church.... 

At the Gardo House, the Church Authorities— First Presidency 
& Twelve— held a special Fast day meeting at 1045 a.m. The brethren 
knelt in circle facing in, according to order of ordination, and one by 
one commencing with Prest D[aniel] H Wells engaged in vocal 
prayer. There were present Prests A W[ilford] A Woodruff, G[eorge] 
Q. Cannon, Jos F Smith, Apostles J[ohn] H[enry] Smith, H[eber] J. 
Grant, John W Taylor, A[braham] H Cannon, [and] Counselors] 
John W. Young & D[aniel] H Wells. Sang “God, Moves in a Mysteri- 
ous Way.” Prayer. [Sang] “A poor wayfaring man of Grief &c.” The 
brethren then surrounded the altar, offered the signs & Prest Geo. 
Cannon was mouth. 


[December 26, 1889; Thursday] The Presidency had before them the 
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question of who should go to Washington [D.C.] to assist Brother 
John T. Caine there. It was decided that Bro L John Nuttall go, also 
that Bros John Morgan & B[ righam | H Roberts go East for the pur- 
pose of writing for the newspapers and help to create a good feeling 
in behalf of our people. A telegram was sent to Bro Nuttall. 

This afternoon I received the following telegram, 

“Salt Lake City, Dec 26, 1889, 

“We have decided that those goods of which we spoke to Mr 
Campbell should be sent East as soon as possible. 

L. Allen” (W. Woodruff). 

I understood what was meant by this, that I was appointed to go 
to Washington & start soon, so I sent the following telegram to Prest 
Woodruff, “Your decision shall be complied with Saturday.” 

This broke into my arrangements as I had concluded and ex- 
pected to spend the week with my family & return to the City next 
Monday or Tuesday. In conversation with my wife, I concluded to 
spend the day to-morrow at the farm over the river so that I could see 
what was needed to be done &c. We spent the day very agreeably but 
of course the folks were disappointed at my going away again so soon. 

[December 30, 1889; Monday] Prest Woodruff asked me when I could 
start as it was necessary I should go soon. I had already enquired 
about the departure of the trains &c, & said I could go tonight. With 
this he was quite satisfied.... 

I put everything into proper shape and turned over my papers 
8cc to Bro. Geo Reynolds who will take my place during my absence. 

I was blessed and set apart for my mission and labors under the 
hands of Prests W[ilford] Woodruff & Jos F Smith and Apostle 
H[eber] J. Grant, Prest Woodruff mouth. Bro John Morgan was also 
blessed & set apart by these brethren, Bro Smith mouth, & Bro 
B[righam] H. Roberts, Bro Grant mouth. 



7. 

Labors in 
Washington, D.C. 


1890 


/ January 1, 1890; Wednesday] I arose at Caddo[a], Colorado. Before 
leaving my berth, I prayed and thanked the Lord for His kindness to 
me and mine during the past year, and asked His continued bless- 
ings, and dedicated myself & family to Him for the future. As I am 
traveling on my mission 1 feel my great dependence on my Heavenly 
Father, and feel to renew my allegiance to Him on this the 1st day of 
the New Year, ever hopeful that A I A may withstand the temptation 
of life and be prepared for all the events of Gods providence before 
me. 

I January 2, 1890; Thursday] I bought a ticket to Independence [Mis- 
souri]... Mr Hailey went with me onto the Temple Block and ex- 
plained as to its original size & how it had been encroached up by 
streets, blocks &c until now it is only about or not quite half its for- 


1 Heber J. Grant reported: “A few days ago in the Gardo House Prest Woodruff, 
Smith and I set apart brother John Nuttall to go to Washington [D.C.] to labor with 
John T. Caine and Bros. John Morgan and B H Roberts to go east and write and speak 
in the interests of our people and to do what they could to correct the ideas of the peo- 
ple that had been engendered by the late decision of Judge Anderson” (Grant, Diary, 
Jan. 1, 1890, typescript in D. Michael Quinn Papers, Special Collections, Beinecke Li- 
brary, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut; original in Archives, Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah). 
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mer size. 2 ... I went to the middle of the Block and there offered up 
my prayers and thanks gi[vi]ng 3 for this great privilege of standing on 
this sacred ground, praying that it might be preserved from the 
hands of wicked & ungodly men until the Lord should give it to His 
chosen people to erect thereon a Holy Temple to His name. My soul 
was filled with joy, and a desire to live to see that day when Zion shall 
be triumphant.... 

January 4, 1890; Saturday] Arrived at Washington [D.C.]at4p.m.... 
took supper with Bro [John T.] Caine 8c [William] Budge, and after- 
wards we went to Judge Jere. M. Wilsons residence at 8 p.m. Talked 
with him on Idaho affairs, as they come before the Senate Commit- 
tee on Ter[ritorie]s tomorrow, and engaged the Judge to appear be- 
fore that committee. 4 Went with Bro Caine to 232 8c talked over 
matters and mailed the “Official Declaration” of the Presidency 8c 
Twelve to the members of the U.S. Supreme Court. I then went to 1 1 
Grant Place 8c slept with Bro. Budge. 

January 6, 1890; Monday] Went with Bro [William] B[udge] to Judge 
[Jeremiah M.] Wilsons office 8c then to 232. Met Bro [John T.] Caine 


2 Independence, Jackson County, Missouri, was to be the center of the LDS 
Church, a new “Zion,” as it is called in the reveladons of Joseph Smith. On August 3, 
1831, Joseph Smith and six others met and dedicated a spot of land west of the court 
house as the site for a temple. Saints congregated in Independence but were expelled 
in 1833-34 by Missourians who resented the claim that God had given these outsiders 
their land. LDS belief holds that Zion will one day be redeemed and the temple built. 

3 Nuttall wrote “thanks going”. 

4 The Senate was considering statehood for Idaho. The proposed Idaho constitu- 
tion (Section 3, Article 6) would prohibit anyone from voting, serving on a jury, or 
holding public office who was a “bigamist or polygamist, or is living in what is known 
as patriarchal, plural, or celestial marriage,”or “who is a member of, or contributes to 
the support, aid, or encouragement” of any group that “teaches, advises, counsels, en- 
courages, or aids any person to enter into bigamy.” See Edwin Brown Firmage and 
Richard Collin Mangrum, Zion in the Courts: A Legal History of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, 1830-1900 (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1988), 235. 

Simultaneously, the U.S. Supreme Court was considering Davis v. Beason on the 
legality of the Idaho test oath, which excluded Mormons from citizenship in Idaho Ter- 
ritory (Ibid., 233). Nuttall’s references to other “church cases” (e.g., Jan. 6, 13, 27) in- 
cluded a challenge to the federal confiscation of church property in The Late Corpora- 
tion of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints v. United States and a defense of terri- 
torial auditor Nephi W. Clayton, a Mormon who was summarily dismissed from office 
by Utah’s governor, in Dickson v. Clayton. Nuttall will report in subsequent entries when 
Idaho receives statehood, its prohibition against Mormons intact, and the church loses 
all its cases before the Supreme Court. 
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& commenced work. At 12 m. went to the U.S. Supreme Court, saw 
Justice A David J A Brewer of A Kansas A sworn in, and heard the deci- 
sion by Justice [Samuel F.] Miller of Brojas Jacks & N[ephi] W Clay- 
ton’s cases, which was against them. 3 Bro Budge appeared before the 
Senate Comty on Ters today on Idaho matters. 

I January 7, 1890; Tuesday] On invitation of Bro C[harles] W. Stayner, 
Bro [William] B[udge] & myself spent the evening with he & wife at 
19 Grant Place. He has a Phonograph Graphophone, which he put in 
operation. I spoke and sang part of a hymn & my medley song into il 
and heard it repeated very clear. Bro B[udge] also spoke into it. This 
is a marvelous invention. 

[January 8, 1890; Wednesday / By telegram we learn that Prest Geo. Q. 
Cannon starts for Washington [D.C.] next Monday. 

I January 13, 1890; Monday] I called on Genl Geo. B. Williams at his 
office this morning. Was reed very kindly. Conversed on Utah mat- 
ters and invited me to call again often, as he wished to talk with me. 
He was engaged to-day in endeavoring to secure Marshal Parson’s 
confirmation, thought he would be confirmed, also Judge [Charles 
S.] Zane. I called at the Post Office Dept for Bro [John T.] Caine. 
Went to Supreme Court at 12. No decision in our cases. Bros. Caine 
& Budge & Judge Wilson before the Senate Comty this morning on 
Idaho affairs. 

[ January 19, 1890; Sunday] Bros. [John T.] Caine, [James?] Ham- 
mond & myself met Prest Geo. Q. Cannon at the Baltimore] & P[o- 
tomac] depot at 9. a.m. & took him to my room. 

[ January 20, 1890; Monday] Five years today when Prest Geo. Q. Can- 
non and myself went into exile at the President’s office, Salt Lake 
City, as we learned the US officers purposed arresting us, and Prest 
Taylor & party were away from home. 

[January 23, 1 890; Thursday 7 Bro Cannon went to the capitol today. 

5 In ruling against Clayton, the Supreme Court upheld the provisions of the 
Utah Territorial Organization Act of 1 850, granting the territorial governor power to 
appoint all but local office holders. See Kenneth D. Driggs, “The Prosecutions Begin: 
Defining Cohabitation in 1885,” Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought 21 (Spring 
1988): 123. 
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[ January 25, 1890; Saturday] Bros [John T.] Caine & [William] Budge 
before the Sub Comty on Ters on Idaho matters & Bro [James?] 
Hammond before the Indian Committee. Cold today. Bro Cannon 
left for New York on 8 a.m. train. 

I January 26, 1890; Sunday] Prest Cannon returned from New York 
this morning at 830. 1 went with him to Takoma [Park, Maryland,] at 
9 a.m. to see Bro [John T.] Caine and we all returned on the 1006 
train. It is proposed to put Bro John T. Caine in nomination for 
Mayor of Salt Lake City. We talked the matter over. Bro Caine puts 
himself into the hands of the Presidency to decide. I assisted Prest 
Cannon in making a telegram to Prests Woodruff & Smith. In the 
evening I accompanied Bros Cannon, Caine, and Hammond to the 
Unitarian Church and heard Mrjohn N Kimball of Hartford, Conn., 
speak. 

[ January 27, 1890; Monday] Went to the Capitol to-day with Prest 
Cannon and to Supreme Court. No decision in church cases. 

I January 28, 1890; Tuesday] This afternoon I went with Bros Cannon 
& [John T.] Caine to Major [John Wesley] Powells office and talked 
with him in regard to our Deseret Land affair. Found we could not 
make our entries under the Desert Land Act, 6 whether the reservoir 
site had been located or not. Also called upon Captain [Clarence Ed- 
ward] Dutton at his office and conversed with him on the same sub- 
ject. They were in favor or our going on with the canal, but could 
only enter our land by Homestead or cash entry. Bro Caine received 
a telegram from home that his name had been withdrawn from the 
caucus as Mayor for Salt Lake City, because he is now the Delegate 
from Utah in Congress. 

[January 29, 1890; Wednesday] I went this morning with Dfavid] H 
Cannon to the Botanical Gardens & other places, also to the Wash- 
[in]g[ton] Monument. We walked up the 900 steps to top or 500 feet 

6 The Desert Land Act of 1877 allowed an individual to purchase 640 acres of 
land at $1.25 per acre, by comparison to the smaller 160-acre tracts allowed by the Pre- 
emption and Homestead Acts. One had to demonstrate the land could not produce 
crops without irrigation to take advantage of the desert designation (Roy M. Robbins, 
Our Landed Heritage: The Public Domain, 1776-1936 [Lincoln: LTniversity of Nebraska 
Press, 1962], 219-20). By “Deseret Land,” Nuttall means the Deseret and Salt Lake Ag- 
ricultural and Manufacturing and Canal Company in Millard County. 
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high. Had a splendid view of the city & surrounding country and 
came down on the Elevator. Visited other public buildings and re- 
turned at 5 p.m. very tired. 

[February 3, 1890; Monday] The U.S. Supreme Court decided the 
Idaho test oath case against our people today. 

[February 8, 1890; Saturday / Bro [William] Budge and Judges [Jere- 
miah M.] Wilson & [Ambrose B.] Carlton were before the Comty on 
Territories in the House to-day on the Idaho Constitution & made ar- 
guments. Bro Cannon not feeling very well to-day. 

[February 11, 1890; Tuesday] Reed the following telegram from Bro 
J[ohn] T. Caine at Salt Lake, Feb 10th, “Liberals appear carried elec- 
tion nearly eight hundred majority. Large fraudul[e]nl vote cast. 
Wells and Rumell far ahead People’s Ticket.”' 

[February 14, 1890; Friday] Assisted Bro Cannon on another telegram 
to Presl Woodruff. Talked with him on the political situation. The 
Democrats should not see us used up in Utah, Arizona, Idaho & New 
Mexico for they" [would] lose four states. Bros Cannon & [William] 
Budge went to see Senator [Arthur P.] Gorman on these matters. 

[February 19, 1890; Wednesday] Receiv[e]d telegram from Prest Can- 
non at Chicago and answered it. Our Sisters were recognized and ad- 
mitted as members of the Woman’s Suffr[a]ge Association— we have 
more members enrolled in Utah than any of the States except Ohio. 

[February 24, 1890; Monday] Attended meeting of the Womans Na- 
tional Liberal Union at Willards Hall at 8 p.m. This organization is 
opposed to Church influence and to Church & State, claiming that 
the church is the bulwark of Womans Slavery. I was not satisfied with 
the position taken. 


7 Among other irregularities, the Liberal Party ran four men for office in Salt 
Lake City who were themselves election registrars; prior to the election, both parties 
had brought in rural people and migrant workers to register to vote in the city. Wells 
lost his bid for reelection as city recorder. See Edward Leo Lyman, Political Deliver- 
ance: The Mormon Quest for Utah Statehood (Urbana: University of Illinois, 1986), 
115-118. 

8 The text reads “the they” here. 
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[March 3, 1890; Monday] W e went to the Departments, took lunch at 
the State, War & Navy restaurants. Called at the White House [and] 
went through the rooms. Shook hands with Prest Bfenjamin] Harri- 
son. 

[March 5, 1890; Wednesday] Bros John A West of Huntington & 
Hyrum Bown of Fayette [Utah], missionaries in [the] Nforthern] 
states, arrived on Monday & called on us to-day. Came to see Wash- 
ington [D.C.], stayed with us tonight. Bro [John T.] Caine said he had 
a letter for me post marked [from] Provo, but had lost it on way to the 
office. This is a letter I am expecting from Elizabeth. 

[March 15, 1890; Saturday] Wrote some public letters and assisted 
Bro [John T.] Caine in getting up some facts for Senator [George F.] 
Edmunds, against the Paddock bill (S. 356) to authorize the Gov. of 
Utah to appoint certain County officers. We had the same written in 
Type. 

[March 16, 1890; Sunday] I attended the St.James Episcopal Church.... 
This is as near a Catholic Church service as they can get in their 
forms & ceremonies, a High Church. 1 was not at all satisfied in my 
feelings. 

[March 18, 1890; Tuesday] 1 went on train to Baltimore at 9 45 to at- 
tend the commencement exercises of the College of Physicians & 
Surgeons at the Academy of Music on invitation of Bro S. FI. Allen of 
Mt Pleasant, Utah, who is a graduate. 9 1 called at Bro A[llen’s] room, 
410 Hanover St, he was not there. I found him at the Academy of Mu- 
sic. We walked around a few blocks and back to attend the exercises 
at 12 m. I had a good seat on the stage among the professors & doc- 
tors and enjoye[d] the occasion very much. Bro Allen received his Di- 
ploma as Doctor of Medicine, also the 3rd Prize, a fine Gold Medal. 
Bp Keene of the Catholic Church deliver[e]d the Valedictory ad- 
dress & Cardinal Gibbon the benidiction. We afterwards went to Bro 
Afllen's] room & got dinner & walked out onto Federal Hill where we 
got a good view of the City & Bay. Bro Allen has an offer to take 
charge of the City Hospital at Baltimore and he asked me counsel. 

9 The College of Physicians and Surgeons would later become part of the Univer- 
sity of Maryland. The Academy of Music, unconnected to the medical college, was no 
doubt rented for its spacious performance hall. 
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After hearing him I suggested that he accept the appointment. I re- 
turned on the 6 p.m. train. 

[March 21, 1890; Friday] Mr E[li] H Parsons, U.S. Marshal of Utah, 
called at my room this afternoon and staid a short time. He wanted to 
see Mr [John T.] Caine. He asked me if I was from Utah. I answered 
him, Yes, when he said he thought he had seen me there. 10 

[March 22, 1890; Saturday] Marshal [Eli H.] Parsons called twice to- 
day and had some talk with Bro [John T.J Caine & myself about his 
confirmation and charges which had been made against him. He told 
us that Wm McKay had been discharged as Asst. U.S. Dist Atty in 
Utah. 

[March 30, 1890; Sunday] I attended the 1st Baptist Church this eve- 
ning on 16th St, and was much interested in the services Rev C. A. 
Stakely preached. Saw 2 young women baptized in the font which is 
on the Stand. The minister came in the front and read some passages 
of Scripture & offered prayer. There he led one lady down into the 
font, and holding her with his left hand raised his right hand & said 
“In obedience to the command of my heavenly master and upon 
your profession of faith in him, I baptize you in the name of the Fa- 
ther and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, amen” & then immersed 
the convert and led her out. 

[April 1, 1890; Tuesday] This evening attended the A national A confer- 
ence on the Christian Principles of Civil Government, at Lincoln Mu- 
sic Hall, and heard some speeches on this new move. They want to 
have God in the Constitution and the Church Supreme to the State. 
Just what the Latter day Saints have claimed and been blamed for by 
the Christians all the time. 

[April 2, 1890 ; Wednesday] The Idaho bill comes up in the House 
to-day. 

[April 3, 1890; ThursdayJThe Idaho bill & amendments under discus- 
sion. The amendments were voted on as follows: First. Yeas 111, 
Nays 125, Majority 14. Second. Yeas 104, Nays 121, Majority 17. 
Third, vote No, by rising vote. 


10 Nuttall was still under threat of arrest. Cf. entries for June 9, 10. 
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Vote on Admission. Yeas 129, Nays 1, refusing to vote 67. The 
Speaker counted a quorum present and the bill so passed at 5 10 p.m. 
Sent a telegram to the Presidency at home.... I called on Bro [JohnT.] 
Caine this evening— also attended the National Conference at Lin- 
coln Hall and heard two good speeches. While this body of people 
are meeting and arguing for liberty & freedom of the Church, the 
Congress is passing a law to deprive the Saints of their political rights 
in consequence of their religious views and practice. 

[April 6, 1890; Sunday ]\ attended the Catholic Services at St Patricks 
Church, 10th St. Bishop Keene preached— said that Good Friday was 
the day to bury our sins in Christ and to arise with him on Easter 
Sunday. The tomb of Christ is the baptismal font wherein we are bur- 
ied and arise to a newness of life in Christ. 

[April 11, 1890; Friday] In the afternoon attended the Military Parade 
& Review on the grounds south of the White House, given in honor 
of the Pan American Congress. 11 It was a nice affair. 

[April 14, 1890; Monday] Went to Supreme Court at 12 m. No deci- 
sion in our cases. Mr Worthington called and told me that he had 
learned the Court were not satisfied on the right of Congress to pass 
a law escheating personal property, and it was on the escheating busi- 
ness they were undecided upon. 

[April 16, 1890; Wednesday] This is Emancipation day. The colored 
people are having a good time celebrating. I saw their procession. 

[April 18, 1890; Friday] Wrote out part of a speech for Bro [John T.] 
Caine for next Wednesday before the Comty on Ters on the St ruble 
bill. 12 

[April 22, 1890; Tuesday] Finished writing Bro [John T.] Caines 

1 1 This was the first gathering of the International Conference of American States 
(colloquially the Pan-American Congress), which brought together delegates from 
countries throughout the Americas. See “Pan-American Conferences,” Encyclopaedia 
Britannica Online, www.britannica.com. 

12 The Cullom-Struble Bill would have disenfranchised Mormons everywhere, not 
just in Idaho and Utah. It was introduced into the Senate by Shelby Cullom (R-Ill.) on 
April 10 and in the House of Representatives by Isaac S. Struble (R-Iowa) the next day 
(Lyman, Political Deliverance, 124-26). 
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speech for tomorrow.... Bro Caine & myself read over his speech to 
see that we had it correct this evening. 

[April 23, 1890; Wednesday] Bro [John T.] Caine appeared before the 
Comty on Ters this morning and had an hour, or all the time he 
wanted, granted to make his speech, which appeared to have a good 
effect upon the Comty. Mr [Fred] Dubois objected to his speaking 
but the Comty gave him the time. It came out that Gov [Arthur L.] 
Thomas & [Caleb W.] West have been taking part in pressing this 
measure, although they told Bro Caine that they were not and would 
not. I wrote a long synopsis of the speech which was sent by telegraph 
by Mr Suthridge to the Salt Lake Herald, Bro Caine helping. 

[April 28, 1890; Monday] This is the Anniversary of Elizabeths birth- 
day. I had forgotten about it until to-day. I felt to ask the blessings of 
the Lord upon her, and to be thankful that she has passed through 
another year, and we are hopeful for the future. No decision in the 
Church suit in Supreme Court today. The House Committee on Ter- 
ritories by a strict party vote agreed to report the disfranchisement 
bill to the House— amended by making it strictly for Utah. 

[April 30, 1890; Wednesday ] Reed a telegram from the Presidency ask- 
ing if we want more help on the disfranchisement bills, which was an- 
swered. Also wrote a letter if help can come of men who are person- 
ally interested, or their business influence can be used, they may do 
some good. 

[May 5, 1890; Monday] No decision in Supreme Court today. I wrote 
some on a speech for Bro [John T.] Caine on the disfranchisement 
bill should it come up in the House. It did not. 

[May 8, 1890; Thursday] Brojohn W. Young arrived from New York 
& called on us. He returns to N.Y. this evening & starts for England 
next Saturday. He reported the brethren at home all well. He blessed 
me at parting. 

[May 11, 1890; Sunday] Bro F[rank] J Cannon & wife came & spent 
the evening with us. Bro Cannon handed me a letter from Prest 
Woodruff in regard to the increase of stock in Zfion’s] S[avings] 
B[ank] & T[rust] Co., also a check #54 for $37.50 B[ullion] B[eck] & 



C[hampion] M[ining] Co dividend. He told me about C[harles] H. 
Wilcken & his labors. He is just as attentive to the brethren as 
ever— and they have helped him now he is out of office. 

[May 19, 1890; Monday] The U.S. Supreme Court rendered their de- 
cision in the Church Suits to-day. They affirmed the decision of the 
Territorial Supreme Court of Utah in every particular. The opinion 
was given by Justice [Joseph P.] Bradley. Chief Justice [Melville W.] 
Fuller and Justices [Stephen J.] Field & [Lucius Q. C.] Lamar dis- 
sented. Ex Senator [Joseph] McDonald filed motion for stay of man- 
date. This was telegraphed to the Presidency at home. Thus we are 
robbed as a Church by the U.S. Government. 13 

[May 20, 1890; Tuesday] Bros Jas Sharp & Lewis S. Hills arrived last 
night & called on us this morn[i]ng. They have met with business 
friends on these Disfranchisem[en]t bills, and want further informa- 
tion. After conversation it was arranged that they return to New 
York, see friends and get letters sent here to Senators & Representa- 
tives against bills. I went with them to the Capitol & Supreme Court. 
While there Mr [Joseph] McDonald made motion for rehearing of 
Church Suits. Was given till Thursday to prepare papers. Met Judge 
[Jeremiah M.] Wilson & introduced the brethren to him 8c Mr Mc- 
Donald. 

[May 23, 1890; Friday] On motion of Mr [Joseph] McDonald the Su- 
preme Court stayed the mandate in the Church Suit until next fall 
and set aside the decree. Did not grant a rehearing. This gives time to 
work against the decision. The influence of friends had already been 
brought to bear on the Court. 

[May 26, 1890; Monday] We have received a large number of peti- 


13 It took seventeen months for the court to render a decision in this case. The 
decision declared, in part: “Then looking at the case as the finding of the facts presents 
it, we have before us— Congress had before it— a contumacious organization, wielding 
by its resources an immense power in the Territory of Utah, and employing those re- 
sources and that power in constantly attempting to oppose, thwart, and subvert the leg- 
islation of Congress and the will of the government of the United States. Under these 
circumstances we have no doubt of the power of Congress to do as it did” (Late Corpo- 
ration v. United States, qtd. in Leonard J. Arrington, Great Basin Kingdom: An Economic 
History of the Latter-day Saints, 1830-1890 [Cambridge, Mass.: Harv ard University Press, 
1958], 375). It was, in part, this decision that led Wilford Woodruff to issue his Mani- 
festo four months later. 
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tions to Congress against the Cullom & Strubble bills from Salt Lake, 

Ogden, and the Territory = 14,871 non-polygamous Mormons, 436 
non-Mormons from Ogden, and 147 non-Mormons from Salt Lake, 

397 from Idaho, and 356 from Wyoming. 

[May 27, 1890; Tuesday] Bro F[rank] J. Cannon told me this evening 
that Mr [Isaac N.] Struble had agreed to withdraw his bill from the 
House if he can get the consent of the majority of the Comty on Ters. 

These bills and their consideration seem to be in good shape. No dis- 
position to push them. 

[May 30, 1890; Friday] Started on Excursion train at 7.25. Had a 
pleasant trip through [Pennsylvania], a new country to me. Gettys- 
burg is an old place. 1 got some lunch & started out to see the sights. 

Went to Cemetry Hill & over the battleground there— through the 
Cemetry and along the Tanneytown road to Little Round Top. 11 
Called at Genl [George G.] Meads headquarters and noticed several 
monuments of note. Fell in company with 3 men who were like my- 
self bent on seeing the country, so we went together. I had a good 
map of the whole field. While on little round top Col Bachelor and 
the Congressional party came up and I stood by the Col. while he 
made a full explanation of the battles & pointed out the location of 
the several commands, which was very interesting. 

[June 2, 1890; Monday] Called on Rep. [Isaac N.] Struble at his resi- 
dence for Bro [John T.] Caine in regard to Bro F[rank] J. Cannon 
meeting with the Committee next Wednesday. He was quite pleasant 
& said the committee would meet & Mr Cannon would be heard. Bro 
Caine was very sick last night. Mrs Caine called me up at 3 o. clock. I 
went & administered to him and sat with him till 4 a.m. when he felt 
better. 

[ June 4, 1890; Wednesday] Bro F[rank] J Cannon made an argument 
before the House Comty on Ters on the Struble bill. This is an un- 
usual thing, to hear arguments after a bill has been reported to the 
House. Bro [John T.] Caine was with him. 

14 Little Round Top commanded Cemetery Ridge held by General George Mead 
and his Union troops. The Union repulsed Confederate advances and maintained its 
position, resulting in ultimate victory. The battle at Gettysburg took place on July 1-3, 

1863. See Thomas H. Johnson, The Oxford Companion to American History (New York: 

Oxford University Press, 1966), 332. 
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[ June 9, 1 890; Monday ] Bro. Cannon reed a letter from Prest Smith in 
which he says the Deputies had made a raid on Sophias house but she 
was not at home and they did not get her, she having left her home to 
avoid the Census taker. I confirred with Bro Cannon & he thought 
matters could be made right with the officers if he or Bro Clawson 
were at home. I sent a telegram to Bro Smith as follows: “Have folks 
keep away until G[eorge] Q, Cannon & H[iram] B. Clawson returns.” 
This seemed to be the best I could do. 

[June 10, 1890; Tuesday] Reed a letter from Sophia. All well. She tells 
me the Deputy raid was a false alarm. It was a man from Thos E. 
Taylors to collect a bill and his blundering way caused alarm to Mrs 
Francis who was at the house at the time. I also reed a letter from 
Prest Jos. F. Smith giving the same word. For this I am truly thankful. 

[June 20, 1890; Friday] Senator [George F.] Edmunds called up his 
bill S 4047 on Church Personal Property. It was passed over till to- 
morrow. 

I June 21, 1890; Saturday] At request of Bro. [John T.] Caine I called 
on Judge [Ambrose B.] Carlton to get his help with Senators to de- 
feat [George F.] Edmunds & his bill. Bro Caine called on Ex-Senator 
[Joseph] McDonald. Rained very hard. Edmunds called up his bill 
and forced it through the Senate against all opposition on 5 majority 
votes. We sent two telegrams to the Presidency. 

I June 23, 1890; Monday] The Senate Comty on Ters. decided to re- 
port a new Test Oath bill for Utah similar to the Arizona bill submit- 
ted early in the session. 

I June 27, 1890; Friday] Senator [George F.J Edmunds tried to get up 
his bill to give the Gov. of Utah power to appoint Ter & Co Officers. 
It went over. The bill to admit Wyomi[n]g into the Union passed in 
the Senate with some amendments. Senator [Orville H.J Platt called 
up the Idaho Admission bill. It went over till Monday. 

[June 28, 1890; Saturday] Mr [Orville H.J Platt from the Senate Comty 
on Ters. reported (S 3480) bill for Test Oath in Utah— amended. The 
bill for a Public Building in Ogden passed the Senate $250,000. 

[June 29, 1890; Sunday] Wrote out some lists of offices in Utah now 
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filled by appointment of the Governor— also those sought to be filled 
by the Edmunds bill— for the use of Senators tomorrow if needed. 
Bro. [John T.] Caine took one copy to Judge [Ambrose B.] Carlton. 

[June 30, 1890; Monday] Mr [George F.] Edmunds did not call up his 
bill today. The Idaho bill passed over. 

I July 1, 1890; Tuesday] Senator J[ohn] T. Morgan of Ala[bama] pre- 
sented bill S 4176 to prohibit Mormons entering land in Wyoming. 
[The] Edmunds Election bill [was] called up & referred to the Calen- 
dar. [It] may be called up at any time. The Bill for the admission of 
Idaho passed the Senate this afternoon. 

[July 2, 1890; Wednesday / We expect to obtain a pardon for Byron W. 
Brown, papers being prepared to-day. The Federal Election Bill 
passed the House tonight. James A. Miner, of Mich, was confirmed 
as Associate Justice of Utah Supreme Court. 

[ July 6, 1890; Sunday] This is the 56th anniversary of my birth. I am in 
good health and very thankful for my present position. I am from 
home in the discharge of duty imposed upon m[e] by the Servants of 
the Lord. My wife Elizabeth & son Wilford are with me [since June 6] 
and my wife Sophia and all her children and their children at home 
are in the enjoyment of good health. We have all been greatly blessed 
of the Lord during the past year, so I have cause to be truly grateful to 
the Lord for all His mercies to me & mine and I thanked Him in my 
prayers. Elizabeth & Wilford handed me a nice watch chain as a birth- 
day gift and 1 wore it today. 

[ July 8, 1890; Tuesday] Wyoming Admission Bill passed & was signed 
by the speaker today. 

[July 1 9, 1890; Saturday ] I went to the Capitol & Committee Room on 
the Judiciary and heard Col. [James O.] Broadheads argument on 
the Church Suit bill, which was good and he seemed to make a good 
impression on the committee— his argument was ordered printed. 

[ July 25, 1890; Friday] Three years ago this evening Prestjohn Taylor 
died. Many changes have transpired since then. 

I July 27, 1890; Sunday] This afternoon went to St. Mary’s, [a] new 
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church on 5th St., to see the ceremony of laying the cornerstone. 
There was a large procession of Catholic Societies and three Bands 
paraded, which we saw, and afterwards got a good place to sit and see 
the ceremonies and hear the speeches. Bishop A. A Curtis of Wil- 
mington, Del. & Rev R. Preiss, a German Priest, spoke. Thousands of 
people present. 

[August 10, 1890; Sunday] Bro [John T.] Caine reed a telegram that 
his son James was in a critical condition from the effects of a blow on 
the head by a street highwayman at Salt Lake City. He telegraph[ed] 
to the Presidency about his going home to see his son. 

[August 16, 1890; Saturday] Reed letter from Bro. [John T.] Caine 
written on train near Burlington, Iowa, 14th. He had reed a telegram 
at Chicago and A he A expected that his son James E. was then dead as 
he was sinking fast. Went with Elizabeth] & Wfilford] to the White 
House grounds & heard the Marine Band play— saw Prest [Benjamin] 
Harrison on the White House porch. Wrote a letter of condolence to 
Bro Caine. His son died on Wednesday, 13th, at 4 p.m. 

[August 20, 1890; Wednesday 7 Judge [Ambrose B.] Carlton called. 
Nothing of importance going on in Congress. 

[August 21, 1890; Thursday] David H. Cannon came from New York 
and called on us this evening. He took dinner. He had come on some 
business for Bro John W. Young, had attended to it & purposed re- 
turning tonight. We spent the evening in conversation very agree- 
ably. He told me that Bro Brigham Young [Jr.] has been appointed to 
go to Liverpool to relieve Bro George Teasdale at the Liverpool Of- 
fice & Presidency of the European Mission. 

[August 26, 1890; Tuesday] Reed telegram from Bro [William C.] 
Spence informing me that Bro. [John T.] Caine left the city for Wash- 
ington this morning, via D[enver] & R[io] G[rand] Railway. 

[August 30, 1890; Saturday] Elizabeth, Wilford & myself went to the 
While House and each shook hands with the President of the United 
States (Benjamin Harrison). I was very desirous that Wilford should 
have this privilege. A As he approached A the President A said “well my 
boy” and A on shaking his hand said “how do you do my little man.” 
He wished ma good luck. Brojohn T. Caine returned this afternoon. 
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Judge A[mbrose] B. Carlton called and left a copy of the “National 
Democrat” which contains an article he had written entitled “give the 
Mormon’s Fair Play.” It is a very good article. 

[September 1, 1890; Monday /Judge [Ambrose B.] Carlton called. Bro 
[John T.] Caine agreed to pay for 500 copies of the “National Demo- 
crat” containing his article. I also went and got 50 more copies which 
I address[ed] & sent to the brethren at home & Presidents of Stakes 
&c. 

[September 2, 1890; Tuesday] There is now talk of an adjournment of 
Congress from the 1st to 15th of October. By the home papers we 
learn that Judge [Charles S.] Zane ruled in favor of John H Rumell Jr 
as Recorder for Salt Lake Co. The Liberals have tried hard to keep 
him out of that office. 

[September 18, 1890; Thursday] Sent telegram to Presidency in regard 
to press reports of utterances ofjudge [Thomas J.] Anderson & Re- 
port of Utah Commission recommending further legislation against 
the Saints. 

[Septe7nber 19, 1890; Friday] The [Orville H.] Platt bill S. 3480, “Test 
Oath,” was called on the Calendar today in the Senate & went over 
on objection of Senator [Daniel W.] Voorhees. 

[September 21, 1890; Sunday] Bro Heber J. Grant & [his plural wife] 
Miss [ffulda Augusta] Winters came over from New York this morn- 
ing early. Bro. [John T.] Caine met them at the depot, he having reed 
a telegram last night of their coming. I was very glad to meet Bro 
Grant. 

[September 24, 1890; Wednesday] We attended services at the Hebrew 
Synagogue on 8th St. on the occasion of Fast on the day of Atone- 
ment. The Fast and services commenced at 6 30 on last evening and 
concluded at 6 30 this evening, the services being continuous. We 
saw the rolls containing the Book or laws of Moses, also the Holy of 
Holies— and at the conclusion of the services the blowing of the Sho- 
far, a horn. 


[September 25, 1890; Thursday] We receiv[e]d a telegram from Prest 
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Woodruff containing a declaration A or manifesto* from him in re- 
gard to recent report of the Utah Commission on the subject of Po- 
lygamous Marriages & of the preaching of that doctrine by the 
Church Authorities, in which he denies their statements and de- 
clares himself as willing to obey the laws of the nation on that subject 
& to advise the members of the church to do likewise, &c. Bro [John 
T.] Caine made arrangements to have the declaration *or mani- 
festo* published in the Evening “Star *& Critic”* and to have it 
printed in a circular letter or pamphlet for distribution to the Presi- 
dent, Cabinet, Senate & House of Reps & other leading men. 15 

[September 26, 1890; Friday] Busy in sending circular letters to mem- 
bers of Congress &c, 1000 letters having been printed. A good arti- 
cle from the pen of Capt John Codman is printed in the “National 
Democrat” on the Mormon question. Judge [Ambrose B.] Carlton 
called. 

[September 27, 1890; Saturday] Very busy in office. Called at “National 
Democrat” office & got some of their papers, & handed them lists of 
members of Congress to send the paper to. Folded & address[ed] 50 
papers & sent off a large number of the manifestos. 

[September 28, 1890; Sunday] I reed letter from Brojamesjack with a 
draft of Zions Savings Bank for $73.75 sent for my traveling expenses 
home, $10000 having been appropriated by the Presidency for that 
purpose & the balance taken out for my ticket from Chicago home, 
also a letter from Bro W[illiam] C. Spence containing my Railway 
ticket from Chicago & instructions as to my ticket from New York. *1 

15 This was the manifesto declaring an end to Mormon polygamy— although the 
practice would continue sub rosa for some twenty-five years among the church’s hierar- 
chy and in the Canadian and Mexican colonies, as well as in a few remote areas of the 
United States such as Star Valley, Wyoming, and San Luis Valley, Colorado (D. Michael 
Quinn, “LDS Church Authority and New Plural Marriages, 1890-1904,” Dialogue: A 
Journal of Mormon Thought 18 [Spring 1985], 9-105). A year earlier, Nuttall wrote that 
he “trembled” at the thought of President Woodruff putting an end to plural marriage 
(see diary entry for Nov. 24, 1889). One can only guess at his reason for his silence 
now— his studied avoidance of any hint of a reaction— but the intervening months must 
have prepared him for this startling announcement (but cf. entry for Oct. 26, 1891, for 
his wife Sophia’s belated reaction). Although the church would require time to inter- 
nalize and adapt to the message, the church would no longer be on a collision course 
with the U.S. government. For the text of the announcement, see “Official Declara- 
tion-1,” canonized in the Doctrine and Covenants of the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter-day Saints. 
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had an interview with Mr W. T. Hinman, Correspondent] of [the] 
Cleveland Leader on Utah & Prest Woodruffs manifesto.* 

[September 29, 1890; Monday / Busy in office addressing & sending off 
manifestos. 

[October l, 1890; Wednesday] Congress adjourned this evening at 6 
Oclock without passing any inimical legislation against the Saints of 
God, so we feel free again, for a season at least. 

[October 20, 1890; Monday] Arose [in Salt Lake City] refreshed & feel- 
ing well. Met Bro Geo Reynolds, also Prest Jos F Smith, this morning 
and, after breakfast, Prest W[ilford] Woodruff, who all greeted me 
very kindly and expressed themselves as pleased to again meet me. 

Prest Geo Q. Cannon came in afterwards & seemed glad to see me. I 
met several of the brethren, Bro Hfeber] J. Grant, Bp H[iram] B 
Clawson, Qharles] H Wilcken, with whom I had a talk.... 

Prest Geo Q Cannon called Bro Reynolds and myself into the 
parlor and defined our labors as agreed upon by the Presidency. I 
will take my position same as before I went East, whilst Bro Reynolds 
will attend to answering correspondence and such other matters as 
will keep him employed. 

[October 21, 1890; Tuesday] I met Bro. F[rancis] M. Lyman who ex- 
pressed his pleasure at meeting me again. We had some conversa- 
tion on political affairs. After I went to bed Bro Angus M. Cannon 
came to bed with me. He has been away but makes the Gardo his 
home for the present. 

[October 22, 1890; Wednesday] The Board of Directors of the Inland 
Salt Company met and talked about issuing bonds to raise money to 
pay off debts. Adjourned till tomorrow. 

Directors of Zions Savings Bank met at 1 p.m. & transacted the 
business before the meeting. It is urged that the building he finished. 

I met Bro Franklin D Richards who is enjoying good health. He & 

Bro [John] Jacques submitted the statistics of Religious bodies or 
ward & stake organizations of the Church, as required by the U.S. 

Supt. of Census, which were approved. Bro Frank J. Cannon arrived 
from Washington [D.C.] this morning and called. I had a little talk 
with him. 
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[October 23, 1890; Thursday] Bro Wm W. Allen and wife Eliza Ann 
were recommended to receive their 2nd anointings & approved by 
Prest Woodruff. At a meeting of the Inland Salt Company this morn- 
ing it was decided to offer $20,000 in the Company Bonds to liqui- 
date a debt of the company to Zion’s Savings Bank of some $16,000 
& Bro [James] Jack was requested to attend to this matter. 

I assisted Prests Woodruff & Smith on consecrating"’ a bottle of 
oil for Prest Woodruffs daughter Susan C Scholes who lives in Iowa. I 
attended the usual A prayer A meeting of the Presidency and Apostles 
at 2 p.m. where it was decided that Prest Woodruff will attend the 
Box Elder 8c Prest Geo Q Cannon the Oneida Stake Conference next 
Sunday & Monday. The report of M. N. Stone, Special Commis- 
sioner to examine into the reports & conduct of F[rank] H Dyer as 
Receiver in the Church Suit, was Filed in the Territorial Supreme 
Court & published in the papers. 

[October 24, 1890; Friday] A letter was reed from Attys F[ranklin] S. 
Richards 8c LeGrand Young in regard to the title of the Temple 
Block at Independence, Mo., now owned by the Hedrickites. This let- 
ter was referred to Bro John M. Cannon to answer Mr [C. A.] Hall, it 
appearing there are some doubts as to the legality of the A title to the A 
lands in question. 

I met Brojohn T. Caine at the office to-day & got the small parcel 
he brought for me byjoseph going to his house for it. $5000 worth of 
tickets were purchased by Prest Woodruff for distribution to [the] 
Mr Chas Ellis lecture in the Theatre next Monday night. 17 Bro Chas 
O Card called & an appropriation of $50000 was made to pay for 
rental & fencing of church land at Card A ston A Canada. I attended a 
meeting of the Stockholders of the A Salt Lake & Deseret Manufac- 
turing 8c Canal Co at the Gardo at 5 p.m. at which meeting the stock 
of the company was divided, pro rated to the Stockholders, being 
10,000 shares at $500 each, and an assessment of $2.50 per share was 
made to pay off the indebtedness 8c carry the water to each 40 acre 
subdivision of land in the Townsite entry. This will give each Share 
holder of a section of land 416 2 /3 shares, which at $250 per share 
makes $104000— the previous assessments having been $87500. 

16 The word “consecrating” is written over an illegible word. 

17 Charles Ellis was a sympathetic non-Mormon who lived in Utah and wrote and 
spoke about the Latter-day Saints to outside audiences. 
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$50000 of which I owe yet. These assessments and the Government 
price of the land will make a cost of $4.25 per acre. Presidents Wood- 
ruff & Smith left this evening for their homes. 

[October 25, 1890; Saturday] A telegram was reed from Prest Wm. 
Budge at Paris, Idaho, “Just received advises from U.S. Attorney 
[Fremont] Wood, Boise, that no person now under arrest will be 
called for until further notice.” This relieves the Idaho question. 
Prest Geo Q Cannon had an interview with Bro John W. Hess on Da- 
vis County Elections matters. 

Prests Woodruff & Cannon left by the 5 p.m. train for Brigham 
City & Franklin [Idaho] respectively. 

[October 27, 1890 ; Monday] By letter from Elder Brigham Young 
[Jr.] at Liverpool [England] we learn that he wants more Elders as 
missionaries. 

Bro Wm C. Spence returned from California on Saturday eve- 
ning and called this morning & reported his labors, which were suc- 
cessful in obtaining good rates for our Elders to the Sandwich Is- 
lands, Samoa & New Zealand. 

[October 29, 1890; Wednesday ]\ attended [a] meeting of the Board of 
Directors of Zions Savings Bank at 1 p.m. The Sugar Company 
elected new Directors as follows. Geo Q Cannon, John Beck, Moses 
Thatcher, A[lonzo] E Hyde, James Chipman, A[braham] O Smoot, 
Thos R. Cutler, Elias Morris, Arthur Stayner, James Jack, HeberJ 
Grant, Frank Armstrong & Lfeonard] G. Hardy. 

Joseph H. Dean called. It was deemed best that he do not give 
himself up to the courts at present. 

/ October 30, 1890; Thursday] Prest Geo. Q. Cannon went to Ogden to 
attend funeral services of Thos K. Little, son of Jesse C Little & his 
former wife Emily, on the 130 p.m. train. 

I attended the usual Prayer meeting of the Presidency and Apos- 
tles at 2 p.m. I met Bro John W. Taylor there, also Bro Daniel H. 
Wells. I afterwards had some conversation with Bro Wells on [Manti] 
Temple, and personal affairs. 


[October 31, 1890; Friday]! met Bps [William B.] Preston, [Robert T.] 
Burton & [John R.] Winder this morning at the office, and attended 
to the office work. Elder John W. Young prof[f]ered the use of his 
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[railroad] car to Prest Woodruff & party when they go to Mexico, or 
elsewhere. It is a narrow gage car but he will have broad gage trucks 
put under it, and it is nicely fitted up inside. His offer was accepted 
should it be needed. 

[November 1, 1890; Saturday] The Presidency left the office last eve- 
ning, and I am alone attending to the office duties. 14 letters and 9 
recommends received. I handed to James Jack $2000 of money sent 
me to Washington [D.C.] for my expenses home & not used by me. 
Had some conversation with Bro W[illiam] C Spence on Emigration 
matters. 

[November 3, 1890; Monday] The following telegram to Prest Wood- 
ruff was reed from Washington DC. dated Nov 1/90, 

[Wilford Woodruff] 

“Attorney General has telegraphed District Attorney Idaho, 
his suggestions that Idaho prosecutions might be postponed 
if public interests would not suffer. Wire this information to 
attorneys in Idaho. 

J[eremiah] M. Wilson.” ... 

Prestjos. F. Smith & myself attended the Grand Rally of the Peo- 
ple’s Party at the Theatre this evening, being seated in Prest Wood- 
ruffs box. Part 18 of the proceedings went slow, but a good time was 
had and was much appreciated. The speakers were Hon F[ranklin] S. 
Richards, Hon John T Caine, Jos W. Summerhays, J[oshua] H Paul, 
Frank J. Cannon & S[cipio] A Kenner. 

[November 4, 1890; Tuesday ] This is the Delegate Election day and ev- 
erything passed off very quietly. 

It was decided that the seating of the Choir and the Stands be 
changed in the Large Tabernacle. 

S[amuel] R Thurman was set apart for his mission to Gt. Britain 
by Prests Cannon & Smith, Prest Smith mouth. 

Elder Angus T. Wright, late President of the New Zealand Mis- 
sion, he having returned on Sunday evening last from his mission, 
called & reported his labors 
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18 “Part” is written over some illegible letters. 


Labors in Washington, D.C. 


[November 5, 1890; Wednesday] Arrangements were made to assist the 
Saints in Star Valley, Wyoming, to the balance of the 3000 bushels of 
wheat appropriated for them last spring, they having lost their crops 
by frost. 

I attended the usual meeting of the Board of Directors of 
Z[ion’s] S[avings] B[ank] 8c T[rust] Co at 1 p.m. & was appointed 
Secretary pro tem for the meeting, Bro [George] Reynolds being ab- 
sent. A Bro Schettler expects to pay a divide[n]d of 6% by December 
3 1/90. A 

The matter of the Deseret Hospital was spoken of by Sister Jane 
T. Richards & Bp H[iram] B. Clawson. Sister R[ichards] complains of 
Dr. Rfomania] B. Pratt assuming to run the whole affair 8c the Board 
being ignored— she wants to be released from the Board. It was ex- 
pected that a meeting of the Board will be called soon & matters may 
be then attended to. 

[November 6, 1890; Thursday] I attended the usual Prayer meeting of 
the Presidency and Apostles at 2 p.m. at the Gardo House office. Met 
Bro Lorenzo Snow who came down from Brigham this morning & 
called. He is enjoying good health & spirits. 

[November 10, 1890; Monday] President Woodruff had a personal in- 
terview with Mr Rfalph] W. Rigdon, of Cuba, N. York, a grandson of 
the late Sidney Rigdon, who is visiting this city. 

[November 1 1, 1890; Tuesday] It was decided that Messrs [William H.] 
Dickson 19 8c [M. N.] Stone be engaged at Attorneys with Bros [Frank- 
lin S.] Richards & [LeGrand] Young on the Church Suits. By direc- 
tion of Prest W. Woodruff I signed a divorce bill for Einer Johnson 
from his wife Ingueldur Arnason, he being in Ireland & married an- 
other woman there. I conversed with Bro Chas T. Stoney of Beaver as 
to his labors in Beaver Stake & found he was a very useful man there 
& on my report to the Presidency he was released from his mission- 
ary call to Great Britain to labor at home. 

[November 12, 1890; Wednesday] Letter was reed from Prest Joseph 


19 William H. Dickson was a former United States Attorney who had prosecuted 
members of the LDS hierarchy (Thomas G. Alexander, Things in Heaven and Earth: 
The Life and Times ofWilford Woodruff, a Mormon Prophet [Salt Lake City: Signature 
Books, 1991], 240, 271). 
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Smith [III] of the Reorganized Church at Lamoni, Iowa, Nov 8th, 
congratulating Prest W[ilford] Woodruff on his manifesto & the ac- 
tion of the Saints at conference. 

The First Presidency had a conversation with Frank J. Cannon 
and afterwards authorized the delivery to him by Prest L[ewis] W 
Shurtleff of 1400 shares of the Ogden “Standard” stock of the face 
value of $7000.00. 

It was decided that Samuel Green of South Jordan, who put off 
his garments 20 years ago & now died, shall not be buried in his Tem- 
ple clothes. 

1 met Bro Karl G. Maeser today & was glad to see him 

Abraham H. Cannon, B[righam] Y[oung] Hampton & Leonard 
G. Hardy, with Surveyor Jesse W. Fox Senr., 2 " associated, 21 as ap- 
pointed a committee, to locate a Townsite on the Township of land 
located by the members of the Salt Lake & Deseret Manufacturing & 
Canal Co. Bro. Afbraham] H. Cannon submitted the question of the 
company or individuals plowing up the 1 000 acres of land which was 
farmed last year & take the crops which shall be raised for pay, the 
plowing to cost $2.00 per 22 acre. The feeling was that individuals 
might do this A if they wanted to A . That was my mind, as I would 
rather pay my part of $200.00 in improving my own land. 

I attended the meeting of the Board of Directors of Zfion’s] 
S[avings] B[ank] & T[rust] Co. & acted as Secretary of the meeting. 
The Directors of the Sugar Company talked about locating the Sugar 
Works at American Fork A but did not decide A . 

Prests Woodruff & Cannon went to the Tabernacle & decided 
about the changes to be made in the Stands and seating capacity of 
the choir.... 

Elder Geo. G. Bywater called & explained the causes of his re- 
signing his position as Master Mechanic of the U[nion] P[acific] Rail- 
way Shops. The officer in charge of that Department wanted to make 
a place for a friend A & A had concluded Bro Bywater’s posilion would 
do for him. He asked if he had the sanction of the Presidency to en- 
gage in other business to suit himself. The Presidency felt to bless 
him for his faithfulness & integrity and hoped he would be able to en- 
gage himself in some lucrative as well as agreeable business. 
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20 The “S” in “Senr.” is written over the letter “J”. 

21 Nuttall has a superfluous “to” here. 

22 The word “per” is written over an illegible word. 


Labors in Washington, D.C. 


[November 13, 1890; Thursday ] Jos H. Young called and represented 
that the car belonging to Bro John W. Young was not suitable for the 
Presidency on their trip to Mexico. He has been negotiating for an- 
other car and expects to obtain one from the Rock Island or Union 
Pacific Railway. The time for the trip was named as shortly after 
Thanksgiving day, Nov 27th. 

John Henry Smith came in from Colorado last night & called 
today. 

I attended the usual prayer meeting of the Presidency & Apos- 
tles at 2 p.m. Prests Woodruff 8c Cannon, Apostles John H[enry] 
Smith, J[ohn] W Taylor 8c A[braham] H Cannon present. 

A communication was submitted by Bro A[brahant] H Cannon 
from Ben E Rich &John Q Cannon of a scheme for getting out water 
and colonizing some of our people in Wyoming. 

By direction of Prest Woodruff I signed a bill of Divorce for John 
S. Rolph of Idaho, his wife A Martha A. Rolph A having appeared be- 
fore Prest Woodruff & the divorce [having] been granted. 

Bro Frank Armstrong 8c Elias Morris 8c Arthur Stayner met with 
Prest Woodruff & Cannon & the Sugar Industry was talked over & 
the location of the plant at American Fork approv[ed]. Bro Arm- 
strong, after pleading his inability 8c personal labors, agreed to ac- 
cept the posit ion of chairman of the Executive Board and do the best 
he can, so as to not neglect his personal business. 

[November 14, 1890; Friday] Jas Jack 8c Nephi Clayton called. The 
claims of Arthur Pratt 8c Boliver Roberts for the fees of the Terr Au- 
ditor 8c Treasurer was again being pressed. These brethren had 
made some offers for compromise which was not accepted. After 
consideration it was deemed best to do nothing more in the matter, 
but let Pratt 8c Roberts commence action if they choose to— and then 
if necessary compromises may be considered. 

Atty F[ranklin] S Richards expects to start for Washington D.C. 
on Monday morning next to attend to the Bassett case before the US 
Supreme Court. 2 ’ He had arranged with U.S. Dist Atty [Charles S.] 
Varian for an exten[s]ion of time till Dec to file answers in the suits 
for the Tithing offices, Gardo House & Historians office. 

23 In Bassett v. United States, the Supreme Court decided that, based on the 
Edmunds-Tucker Act, a plural wife could be compelled to testify against her husband 
(Firmage and Mangrum, Zion in the Courts, 195). 



It was decided to engage Messrs [William H.] Dickson & [M. N.] 
Stone as attorney[s] with Bros Richards & [LeGrand] Young in the 
Church suits. 

It was decided to rent the Large Tabernacle to the Choral Soci- 
ety for a concert, and for Atty F[ranklin] S. Richards while at Wash- 
ington to obtain an opinion of the Atty General as to the right of the 
Church to rent that House for charitable purposes. If adverse then 
we can say to all who want to rent the building that the government 
wont let us do so. 

A prospectus was sent out by the officers of the Sugar Company 
accompanied by a letter from the First Presidency inviting the Saints 
to take stock in the company. 

Elder Lorenzo Snow called on his way to attend the Sanpete 
Stake Conference tomorrow & Sunday. Mfilton] H. Hardy, Wm M 
Palmer & John Quigley were appointed to travel in the interest of the 
Y[oung] M[en’s] Mfutual] Improvement] Assoc & the “Contribu- 
tor” [magazine].... 

Subpoenas were served on Prest Geo Q Cannon & Bro Geo F. 
Gibbs to appear before the Dist Court in the Council House prop- 
erty. 

[November 15, 1890; Saturday] By letter from Prestjesse N Smith & Bp 
E[dward] M Webb we learn that the Woodruff dam in Arizona has 
again washed out. 

Reed Smoot of Provo was set apart for his mission to Europe, by 
Apostle A[braham] H. Cannon (mouth) & Geo Reynolds. 

[November 17, 1890; Monday] Bro Christian Anderson was released 
from the Penitentiary last Saturday. He called this morning with Bro 
Henry W Naisbett. Bro A[nderson] reported a series of conversa- 
tions with a man in the Pen. who has traveled in Guatemala & other 
South American Dependencies. The Govt of Guatemala holds out 
great inducement to colonists, give each [illegible] 160 acres of land, 
2 cows & 1 yoke of oxen Sec. The Argentine Republic also givefs] 
greater inducements, 640 acres & a horse team, plow &c. The climate 
is tropical. Prest Woodruff requested him to write in detail the par- 
ticulars & send them along. 

Bro Ffranklin] S. Richards called & was set apart for his labors at 
Washington D.C. before the US Supreme Court in the A W[illiam] E A 
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Bassett case, by Prests Geo. Q. Cannon (mouth), Jos F. Smith & Apos- 
tle John Henry Smith. He starts tomorrow morning. 

[November 18, 1890; Tuesday] Prest Geo Q Cannon went by the D[en- 
ver] & R[io] G[rande] Western train this morning to Lehi & Ameri- 
can Fork in the interest of the location of the Sugar Works plant. 

[November 19, 1890; Wednesday] I attended a meeting of the Board of 
the Zion’s Savings Bank & Trust company at 1 p.m. 

Prest Woodruff subscribed $5000 in behalf of the A Church for 
the 7 ' erection of a church for the Colored people in Salt Lake City & 
paid Mrs Naisbett the money. 

By letter from Bro. George Teasdale at Diaz [Mexico], Nov 
16/90, we learn that himself & family arrived there on Oct 23/90. 
His health is improving. 

Brojoseph Watson called this evening and conversed with Prest 
(os F Smith & myself in regard to his building of the Bank for Z[ion’s] 
S[avings] B[ank] & T[rust] Co. and the difficulties he has in getting a 
settlement with the Architect Don C[arlos] Young. He made full ex- 
planations. It was suggested that he answer D[on] C. Young’s letter & 
submit to him appointing some practical men to measure the dis- 
puted work provided Bro Watson can have one man to accompany 
them, and if that is not satisfactory to D[on] C. Young that Bro. Wat- 
son bring the matter before the Board of the Bank. 1 was very glad to 
see Bro Watson. 

[November 20, 1890; Thursday] Bro James H. Hart of Paris, A Idaho , A 
called and read a letter from a Mr L[orenzo] D. Hickey of Coldwater, 
Michigan, in which he says “he has several books of the Law that was 
taken from the brass plates Nephi took from Laban. These are of 
great worth to our people and should be in the hands of the Saints.” 
Bro Hart was requested to make further enquiry in this matter. 

I attended the usual Prayer Meeting of the Presidency and Apos- 
tles at 2 p.m. in the Gardo House upper parlor, the First Presidency 
& Apostle John Henry Smith present. Bro Cannon prayed, Messrs 
W[illiam] Id Dickson & [blank] Stone were engaged as attorneys in 
the Church Suits & paid $250000 today, total fees $10.00000. 

[November 21, 1890; Friday] The Presidency signed a letter to the 
Presidents of Stakes and Bishops endorsing the History of Utah now 
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being prepared by Bishop Ofrson] F. Whitney and recommending it 
to the Saints & general public. 

My Erysipelas is much worse this morning. My face & eyes are 
swollen. The Presidency have each expressed themselves that I ought 
to quit work & do something for myself without further delay, which 
I find I must do. 

Brojohn W. Young returned from Mexico and called this morn- 
ing and made a report of his visit. He has an offer to contract for 
building 1500 miles of railroad in Mexico, and will further consider 
the matter. 

Brojohn T Caine called, he goes to Washington D.C. on Sunday. 
It was suggested to him that he do not propose or urge the admission 
of Utah, as friends are doing what they can in that matter. 

[November 26, 1890; Wednesday] Prest Geo. Q. Cannon met Gov 
Leland Stanford & Hon M[orris] M. Estee of California at Ogden this 
afternoon on their way to Washington D.C. 

[November 28, 1890; Friday] Bro Wm C. Spence was called to prepare 
to go East regarding the business of next years emigration. 

It was decided that the repairs in the Large Tabernacle in the 
seating of the Choir &c shall not [involve a] cost to exceed $200000. 
also that the Tabernacle & the Assembly Hall be heated from the 
New Boiler House now being erected & a new boiler be obtained 
large enough for this purpose. Apostles [Francis M.] Lyman, [John 
Henry] Smith, [HeberJ.] Grant, [John W T .] Taylor & [Abraham IT] 
Cannon were appointed a committee to solicit subscriptions of 
Stock in the New Sugar Company. 

I am continuing my treatment [for Erysipelas] & feel some 
better. 

[December 2, 1890; Tuesday] Bro W[illiam] C. Spence was set apart for 
his mission to the Eastern States by Prest Jos F Smith (mouth) & Bro 
Ffrancis] M Lyman. 

Bro Jas Jack & N[ephi] W Clayton called. They have an offer to 
sell the Inland salt Works to Kansas City parties. It was decided not to 
sell at present. 

Zion’s Savings Bank Building was dedicated this afternoon. 
Prest Geo Q Cannon offered the dedicatory prayer. There were pres- 
ent Prests Woodruff & Geo Q Cannon, Elders L[orenzo] Snow, 
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Ffrancis] M Lyman, J[ohn] H Smith, Hfeber] J Grant, M[arriner] W. 
Merrill, A[braham] H. Cannon, Geo Reynolds, A[ngus] M Cannon, 
D[on] C Young, LeGrand Young, B[righam] H. Schettler, James Jack 
& the employees of the Bank. The Hotel Templeton in the building 
opened today. 24 

[December 3, 1 890; Wednesday ] The Apostles held a fast meeting at the 
Gardo House at 10 O’clock a.m. 

[December 4, 1890; Thursday] Bi o Moses Thatcher submitted an offer 
to buy 50,000, or 62,000, acres of land in Juarez, Mexico, which is 
very valuable for Timber & Ranch for some $12.50000. less 25% for 
the whole amount of land. Bro T[hatcher] can pay for one half if the 
Presidency can take the other half. No action was taken. 

Bro Wm Budge called and Idaho affairs were considered. He 
was authorized & instructed to call to his aid and take such measures 
as he may deem proper, to meet with such persons at the Seat of gov- 
ernment in Idaho in the Republican Party, and to give such assur- 
ances that the majority of the Mormon voters will remember their 
friends in the future, just as they did in Wyoming, if the Legislature 
will not hamper them with inimical legislation, and the whole subject 
matter was placed under his direction. Bro R. S. Spence was in- 
structed to work under the direction of Bro Budge. 

I attended the usual Prayer meeting of the Presidency & Apos- 
tles at the Gardo House at 2 p.m. Present Prests W[ilford] Woodruff, 
Gjeorge] Q Cannon, Jfoseph] F Smith, Elder Lforenzo] Snow, 
F[ranklin] D Richards, M[oses] Thatcher, F[rancis] M Lyman, John 
H[enry] Smith, Hfeber] J Grant, Afnthon] H Lund & Afbraham] H. 
Cannon. Ffranklin] D Richards [prayed] in opening & Mfoses] 
Thatcher in circle. 

After meeting by my request, Apostles Ffrancis] M Lyman, 


24 Marriner Wood Merrill reported that “at 4 P.M. [he] met with Prest. Woodruff 
and the Twelve at Zions Saving Bank and Templeton Hotel Building, where said 
Building wa[s] dedicated for Banking Sc Hotel Business. [The ] Dedicatory Prayer was 
Offered by Prest Geo Q. Cannon after servi[c]es I in Company with Prest Woodruff 
went up the Elevator to [the] Dining Room on the 6th Floor and back down the stairs 
Stoping on every floor and looked through all the Rooms, 70 in Number, which are 
very fine 8c comodious. This New Hotel opens tomorrow, Dec 3rd, for Guest[s] and 
will be run Entirely by Our people of Which a company is formed, Don Carlos Young 
being the President &c.” (Merrill, Diary, Dec. 2, 1890, typescript in Quinn Papers; 
original in LDS Archives). 
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J[ohn] H Smith & H[eber] J. Grant anointed me & administered to 
me for my health. Bro Lyman anointed & Bro Smith mouth. I had 
some talk with Bro. A[nthon] H Lund about Manti Temple matters 
8cc.—8c sent kind regards to Bro Wells, Sister C. & others. I had a let- 
ter sent to Bro Wm D. JohnsonJr. in reply to a part of his letter to me 
about Bro. Browns recommend. 

[December 5, 1890; Friday] A telegram was received from Bro Frank- 
lin] S. Richards at Washington D.C. in which he says, “Have ascer- 
tained Presidents message does not let it be understood that he will 
favor disfranchisement, but that he is opposed to present admission 
of Utah. Attorney General does not question our right to all of the 
Temple Block. He thinks you have the right to let Tabernacle for 
Concerts and Lectures.” 

The question of selling a part of the Land adjoining the Deseret 
News Building, also of organizing the Deseret News Company into a 
private company & selling the church interest therein was talked 
over but not decided. The Presidency met with Mr Alex Badlam of 
California] & Bp Hfiram] B. Clawson. 

Prests Woodruff & Cannon had an interview with Hon. [Otto] 
Cedercrantz of Sweden, Arbiter in the international controversy 
concerning Samoa. 

[December 8, 1890; Monday] Sister Zina D. H. Young submitted a knit- 
ted garment, som[e]thing like our garments, which is made in the 
East, and asked if such may be marked & have a collar put on it, and 
used as our Temple garment. It was decided that such garments 
should not be used in lieu of the pattern given. 

Elder James Moyle, Supt of the Temple Block work, died this 
morning of Typhoid pneumonia after a sickness of about one week. 
This was quite unexpected. 

[December 9, 1890; Tuesday] It was decided to have a 60 horsepower 
horizontal boiler made by Bro Haines & Co. to furnish heat & power 
for the Tabernacle Assembly Hall & Temple, also to light these build- 
ings with electric[i]ty & furnish power for whatever may be needed, 
and to properly pipe & wire these buildings, the boiler to be taken out 
of the assembly Hall, also that 300 chairs be procured for the choir. 

$35,000.00 was raised by the First Presidency to help meet the 
1st payment on the New Sugar Company plant. 
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It was decided to move the museum into one of the lower rooms 
of the Zion’s Savings Bank Building, 18x40 feet, the rent to be 
$12500 per month. 

[December 10, 1890; Wednesday] Bro Ira N. Hinckley called. It was de- 
cided to locate the Millard Stake Academy at Fillmore. 

I attended the meeting of the Board of Directors of Zion’s 
Saving’s Bank & Trust Co at 1 p.m. 

It was decided to organize by selecting and appointing a Board 
Trustees for the holding! s of] the [land] bequeathed by the late Presi- 
dent B[ righam] Young & to erect a college therein. - ’ LeGrand 
Young & Rich W Young to write in, framing the necessary papers. 

[December 1 1, 1890; Thursday] BroJ. L Dalton of Ogden called & Prest 
Woodruff gave him a recommend for his 2nd anointings. 

I attended the usual prayer meeting of the Presidency & Apos- 
tles at 2 p.m. Present Prest W[ilford] Woodruff & Apostles F[rancis] 
M Lyman, J[ohn] H Smith, Hfeber] J Grant Sc A[ brahamj H. Cannon. 

[December 12, 1890; Friday] $150.00 was appropriated to Mr. C. A. 
Hall in - ' 1 behalf of the Hedrickite Church, at Independence Mo. 

By telegram from Bro John T Caine we learn that the [new] 
Edmunds bill, legislating for the distribution of the personal prop- 
erty of the Church, was up in the House of Reps, yesterday and went 
over till next Saturday. He hopes to kill it then. 

Prests Woodruff & Cannon attended the funeral services of the 
late Elderjames Moyle at the assembly Hall at 1 p.m. and each spoke 
a short time. 

[December 13, 1890; Saturday] The Church property bill was up in the 
House of Reps, today & was postponed till next Tuesday. We learn 
this by telegram from Bro [John T.] Caine. 

[December 15, 1890; Monday] The Presiding] Bishops [William B.] 
Preston Sc [John R.] Winder called & submitted a list of stakes who 
should be entitled to an increase[d] percent for receiving and dis- 
bursing tithing[:] Cassia, Kanab, St George, Unitah, Millard & Snow- 
flake to have 13% and Malad, Maricopa, San Luis, San Juan, St Jo- 


25 This would become the LDS College in Salt Lake City. 

26 The word “in” is written over an illegible word. 
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seph & St.Johns to have 15% and all the other Stakes 10%. A circular 
letter on the settlement of tithing to the President of Stakes & 
Bishops was also read & approved. 

The settlements in Northern Canada will be organized] into the 
Alberta Stake of Zion with Bro Chas O Card as President, and until 
such organization is effected Bro Card will report to the 1st Presi- 
dency & Presiding Bishopric the affairs of said Stake. 

The Presidency attended a meeting of the Board of Directors of 
Z.C.M.I. at 2 p.m. to 4.15 p.m. 

[December 17, 1890; Wednesday] Atty F[ranklin] S. Richards arrived 
from Washington D.C. this morning and called. He reported his la- 
bors while absent. He had appeared before the U.S. Supreme Court 
in the Bassett Case. Had interviews with Prest [Benjamin] Harrison, 
Sec[retaryjames G.] Blain, Atty Genl [William H. H.] Miller, Senator 
[Shelby M.] Cullom, Rep [William M.] Stewart of V[ermon]t, A Rep. 
Taylor A & others. 

Bp Miller Atwood of the 13th Ward died this morning A at 
12.30 A . I attended the usual meeting of the Directors of Zfion’s] 
S[avings] B[ank] & T[rust] Co at 1 p.m. It is expected to declare a divi- 
dend at the close of this month. 

Prest Geo. Q. Cannon had a lengthy interview with John Beck on 
Bullion, Beck Cos affairs & afterwards explained [them] to Prests 
Woodruff & Smith & myself.... 

Bp W[illiam] B. Preston submitted the name of Bro Charles Liv- 
ingston to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of Bro James 
Moyle as Supt of the Temple Block. No action taken. 

[December 18, 1890; Thursday] I have been thinking of Prest Geo Q, 
Cannons interview with Bro John Beck and my suggestion to him 
yesterday that he would be justified in taking any course he thought 
proper to make Bro Beck deal justly by him— of course only in the 
Church Courts, and I now feel that he should not go before the 
Church Courts with his case, but see Bro Beck again and leave the 
moral as well as the equitable obligation upon him to do what is right 
by Bro. Cannon. I so explained myself to Bro. Cannon this morning 
and it met his mind fully & he so explained himself to Presidents 
Woodruff & Smith. 

The following telegram from Hon. John T Caine at Washington 
[D.C.] was reed, “No morning hour Tuesday or Wednesday. Church 
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property bill remains unfinished business in the next morning hour, 
working to defeat it, result doubted.” 

The following telegram was sent to him, “Beware of [Eli H.] Mur- 
ray he is A in lhe A employ of our enemies here.” 

Bro L[eonard] G. Hardy called again for our money on our 
Deseret land & canal account. Prest Woodruff paid his. Bros Can- 
non, Smith & myself promised to do our best to raise our share. But 
money is very scarce just now. 

[December 25, 1890; Thursday] This is Christmas day, the S4th anni- 
versary of my wedding with Elizabeth. Elizabeth Ann & George & 
family came from over the river. I shaved & dressed myself and min- 
gled with the family all day. We had a nice family dinner which I en- 
joyed very much, and felt well all day in the society of wife and chil- 
dren. Elizabeth Ann, George & Children went home in the evening. 
We had all our family at home but Leonard & Thomas. 

[December 31, 1890; Wednesday] This is the last day of the year 1890. 
The year has been a very eventful one and has past into eternity with 
its record of good and evil. 1 feel that I have just cause to be thankful 
for the many blessings I have received, as also my family. We have all 
been preserved in life and in the faith of the Gospel. The Church has 
not suffered as our enemies have desired, but has come off victori- 
ous and the Gospel is being more generally preached in A this nation 
& in the world. A ... 

I had the family together and we had a good time in making all 
wrongs right so as to start the new year aright. I then offered prayer. 
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/ January 1, 1891; Thursday] This day is fine and clear, sun shining 
bright. All nature seems glad in the us[he]ring in of the New Year. I 
have many reflections as to what 1 this year will bring forth. I feel that 
I am in the hands of the Lord, as also my family and the Church of 
God, and we can only accomplish what the Lord permits us to do, so 
with our enemies, so our trust is in the Lord now and forever. 

At noon I sent for Apostle Ffrancis] M. Lyman who came in the 
afternoon. I showed him my leg and asked his advice about going to 
the City to night as previously arranged. He thought I should not go 
and advised me to stay and take care of myself & attend to my legs. 
He was going to return to the City, and would call on Prests Wood- 
ruff & Smith and fully explain my situation to them. Prest Cannon is 
now in California as I learned by bro [Samuel J.] Sudbury’s letter re- 
ceived last Wednesday. 

[January 5, 1891; Monday] I came down just before Prest Woodruff 
left for his home as he was feeling sick with so[me] pain in his bowels 
& thought that care & rest would do him good. He & Prests Geo. Q. 
Cannon & Jos F. Smith expressed their pleasure at my seeming 2 so 
well & hoped I would still improve. 


1 The word “what” is written over an illegible word. 

2 The word “seeming” is written over an illegible word. 
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[January 6, 1891; Tuesday] Nephi Clayton called & reported the 
U[nion] P[acific] officials had decided to not put in the track to the 
Saltair Salt Works. It was deemed necessary for him to go to Omaha 
& see Mr S. H. H. Clark, the Genl Manager, & lay the matter before 
him. A letter of introduction was given him by the First Presidency. 
He goes East this afternoon. 

Bro C[harles] W. Penrose was requested by Prest Woodruff to 
draft a refutation and reply to the article published in “The Illus- 
trated American” against us as a people. He said he would do so. 

Apostles F[ranklin] D. Richards 8c John Henry Smith called. 
Were pleased to see me. 

Prest Wm R. Smith & Counselors called 8c reported that Bro 
Geo. W. Kendall had been selected as Bishop for South Weber 
Ward. This was approved & Bro Ffranklin] D. Richards was re- 
quested to set him apart. Jan 25th was set as the day to set him apart 8c 
dedicate the new Meeting House. 

Prest D[aniel] H. Wells called. Andrew Thompson’s salary as 
2nd assistant to Prest Wells was increased to $1200.00 per year. [We 
discussed] his 'JBro Wells) A action in securing the land needed near 
the Mand Temple from the City Council of Manti while the present 
members are in office, the land being 80 acres or as much as can be 
obtained, also the right of way for the water to all the land obtained. I 
had some conversation with him on personal matters. He feels well 
in his health 8c returns to Manti this afternoon. 

I January 7, 1891; Wednesday] Prest Geo Q Cannon submitted some 
questions in regard to Statehood for Utah. His first was, to see if 
some arrangements can be made to unite the influence of the Rail- 
road Companies who have lines in Utah. Another: To see if a senti- 
ment can be developed among some of the Gentiles in this and other 
cities in the Territory in favor of admission. If the influence of a good 
Gentile newspaper could be secured it might be of benifit. He also 
submitted a circular letter which has been circulated by Judge [Or- 
lando] Powers as Chairman of the Territorial Central Committee of 
the Liberals, which is calling for means to employ men at Washing- 
ton D.C. to oppose Statehood & the interests of the majority in Utah. 
A list of names of persons to meet 8c talk over these matters was 
drawn out. 

I attended the meeting of the Board of Directors of Z[ion’s] 
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S[avings] B[ank] &T[rust] Co. at 1 p.m. Bro [Brigham H.] Schettler 
gave me some calendars. $500000 was appropriated to’ assist in the 
erection of the Weber Stake Academy. 

Bro Afugust] W Carlson called and submitted papers in Security 
of Z.C.M.I. Stock 3 4 for money obtained in the East by Hon John W 
Young. The Presidency signed a paper appointing Bro August W 
Carlson as Trustee to hold the stock of certain Stockholders who 
loaned the[ir] stock to the Church so that the Institution] could is- 
sue our certificate for the whole amount which was needed in secu- 
rity for a loan A to the Church' 1 of $60.00000 at New York. He 
brought the certificate for 800 shares in his name A as Trustee A prop- 
erty endorsed. A letter was written to Honjohn W Young by express, 
also the following enclosures: Note, dated Jan 7/91, for $60.00000 
payable 90 days after date with privelege of renewal for 90 days after 
maturity, with 6% interest per annum, signed by the First Presidency. 
Also a certificate of ZCMI Stock #2531 for 800 Shares in the name of 
August W Carlson as Trustee, properly indorsed, also a certificate of 
Secy Thos G Webber of ZCMI vouching for the business standing of 
Bro Carlson, also a firm of the Drafts of Z[ion’s] S[avings] B[ank] & 
T[rust] Co. with instructions, also the Signature of Bro B[righam] H 
Schettler as assistant cashier. A telegram was also sent to Bro J[ohn] 
W. Young as follows: 

“Sent to you by express today Note and Collateral security 
requested as per your telegram of yesterday. Wish the 
amount placed to the credit of Z[ion’s] S[avings] B[ank] & 
T[rust] Co with Western National Bank there. Am writing 
full particulars.” 

[January 8, 1891; Thursday] Elder C[harles] W Penrose called & sub- 
mitted a draft of an article as requested by Prest Woodruff in refuta- 
tion of the articles published in the “Illustrated American.” He also 
took it to Prest Woodruff who approved of it. 

Bp Geo Halliday of American Fork called Prest Geo Q Cannon. 
Referred to the matters on Statehood for Utah &c, as submitted yes- 
terday, to Bro John Henry Smith, Afbraham] H Cannon & C| harlcs] 
W Penrose, also requesting other newspapers to assume a concilia- 


3 The word “to” is written over “in”. 

4 “Stock” is written over “for money”. 
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tory course that better feelings may be encouraged & conservative 
Gentiles talked to. He also spoke of Mr Chas Ellis going East to de- 
liver one or more 5 6 of his lectures. This was thought to be a good 
move. 

I attended the usual prayer meeting of the Presidency & Apos- 
tles at 2 p.m. Present Prests G. Q. Cannon, Jos F Smith & Apostles 
J[ohn] H Smith, J[ohn] W. Taylor & A[braham] H. Cannon. 

[January 9, 1891; Friday] Bp John Spencer called and talked on In- 
dian matters, and explained his personal circumstances. $30000 was 
appropriated in his behalf and he was allowed $200.00 per year to 
commence Jan 1, 1892. I was much pleased to see him. 

Bro Geo. M. Brown called and submitted a plot of some land he 
had purchased in Chihuahua, Mexico, some 70,000 acres, & asked 
for counsel as to his seeking colonists to go and help him pay for it. 
The brethren had no objections to brethren who are exposed to the 
law going there but not young men not so exposed.... 

Prest Woodruff s article to the “Illustrated American” was sent 
with a letter to Hon John T. Caine at Washington for him to have it 
published in the American . 5 

[Ja nuary 12, 1891; Monday] By telegram from Hon John T. Caine at 
Washington D.C. we learn that Gov Arthur L Thomas & Ex-Gov. Ca- 
leb W. West are urging action on Congress on the disfranchisement 
bill. The Chairman of Comty on Ter[ritorie]s purposes calling the 
bill up in committee A next week A to have it made applicable to Ari- 
zona also. 

January 13, 1891; Tuesday] My face is yet very much colored. I 
dressed my face last night, but it seems no better this morning. In 
conversation with Prest Smith, he advised me to go and take care of 
myself until I recover my health.... 

A telegram was reed from Bro. Hfiram] B. Clawson at San Fran- 
cisco, California], in regard to the illness of Senator [George] 
Hearst &c. 

Bro Abram Hatch called and conversed in regard to the arrest of 
several brethren at Heber on U[nlawful] C[ohabitation] charge.... 

5 The word “more” is written over “two”. 

6 See “President Woodruff Replies ...,” The Illustrated American, Feb. 7, 1891, 
529-32. 
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The First Presidency attended a meeting at 7 8 2 p.m. with several 
brethren, capitalists at the Gardo to talk over matters and arrive at 
means for raising funds for political purposes, and as shall be needed 
in the interests of Utah’s admission, and contend against the agents 
of the Liberal Party now in Washington D.C. clamoring for inimical 
legislation. Also as to the propriety of Mr Chas Ellis going East to de- 
liver one or more of his lectures. 

[ January 19, 1891; Monday] My mind has been somewhat wrought 
upon lately in regard to our affairs at Washington. D.C. and I wrote a 
letter to Prest Joseph F. Smith giving him my views.... 

About 9 Oclock this evening we heard the cry of “Fire” and the 
fire bell rang out. I looked through the north window & saw the N.W. 
corner of the Roberts Barn on fire, a little over half a block away. It 
being a frame lumber building it was soon one mass of flame & the 
sparks flew high up in the air, pieces of burning shingles falling 
around. Faithful hands watched at the windows of the Roberts hotel 
and as the frames & sash started to blaze put on the water. A bucket 
brigade also kept the roof of Mr George Sutherlands house wet. The 
fire brigade after a seeming long time did good work but not until 
the barn was burned down was the fire extinguished. My family were 
all out looking at the blaze & hundreds of other citizens gathered but 
could not render any assistance on the burning building. 

I January 22, 1891; Thursday] Letter from Bro. B[righam] H. Roberts. 
He is writing a history of Prest John Taylor & he wants my Journal to 
copy from, which I do not propose to send to him at present. s 

l January 24, 1891; Saturday] I received a letter from Bro Geo Rey- 
nolds of the 22nd informing me that the Presidency purposed start- 
ing on their trip to Mexico to-day; but our California friends object to 
their being absent at this critical time, so the trip has been indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

7 The word “at” is written over “oft 

8 Roberts specifically requested information regarding the president’s “last ill- 
ness”: “When it began, some thing as to its nature and the events connected with his 
passing away— who was present , his last words, when conscious, and any incidents you 
might consider of interest etc. etc.” (B. H. Roberts to L. John Nuttall, Jan. 20, 1891, 
John Taylor Family Papers, Special Collections, J. Willard Marriott library, University 
of Utah, Salt Lake City). 
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January 27, 1891; Tuesday] I feel about the same, if any better it is 
slow in coming. I received a letter from Bro S[amuel] J. Sudbury of 
the 25th. Prest Geo Q. Cannon gave a dinner to the 1st Presidency, 
Twelve, Presiding Bishopric, 1st seven presidents of Seventies & a 
few others at his School house at Cannon’s Home last Thursday 
night. The brethren send me kind regards. 

January 29, 1891; Thursday] From Prest Smiths letter I learn that 
matters at Washington D.C. are in more easy condition. Ex. [Utah] 
Gov. [Eli H.] Murray has returned to California in disgust & [current 
Utah] Gov. A[rthur] L. Thomas was ordered home, so that ex. [Utah] 
Gov. [Caleb W.] West is now there alone [to criticize Mormons]. The 
Mexican trip may not come off until after March 4th. 

[February 1, 1891; Sunday ] Six years ago tonight Presidents John Tay- 
lor & Geo. Q. Cannon & myself went into exile in consequence of the 
unjust administration of the laws relating to Polygamy and Unlawful 
Cohabitation, and these brethren being sought for by the enemy 
deemed it proper to retire from public life, so as to attend to the af- 
fairs of the Church unmolested. Prest Taylor lived 2Vs years and 
died. Prest Cannon went to prison in Sept 1888, and I am yet in exile, 
but under the blessings of the Lord at my own home with my family. 
My health is much improved and 1 hope to soon be well enough to at- 
tend to my official duties. 

[February 3, 1891; Tuesday] Bro. [SamuelJ.] Sudbury tells me that Bro 
[George] Reynolds is very anxious for my return. He is so crowded 
with work and the Presidency are very busy. 

[February 1 1, 1891; Wednesday] Bro [Charles H.] Wilkins informs me 
that the brethren of the First Presidency are all well. I had talked with 
him before I left the City about trying to make arrangements to give 
myself up & meet ihe consequences in the Courts. I felt that I could 
do so at Provo, and he promised to help me. He told me this evening 
that he had talked with Prests Geo. Q. Cannon &Jos. F Smith about it 
and they had said I must not do it at present and for him to tell me so. 
This was quite satisfactory to me as 1 hope to be always willing to ob- 
serve the counsel of my brethren, as I have in the past. 
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pleased to see me and thought I looked well & hoped for my perma- 
nent recovery. Bro [George] Reynolds was also glad to see me. 

I took my place at the President’s table & in the office and at- 
tended to the labors of the day.... 

A copy of the report of the Attorney General of the U.S., also of 
US Dist Atty C[harles] S Varian, was published in the papers this eve- 
ning, on the Church Suits &c. 

Complaints were filed in the 3rd Dist Court today to escheat the 
Cannon House, Whitney corner & a small piece of land adjo[i]ning 
& these places were put under attachment by the US Dept Marshals. 

[February 16, 1891; Monday] Elder John E. Carlisle called & was hon- 
orably released from returning to the Liverpool office to work on the 
[Latter-day] Saints’ Millennial Star, he having been released to return 
home by Prest B[righam] Young []r] to attend to some Estate matter. 

Bro Wm H King returned from Washington D.C. this morning 
& called at the office to report his labors while away. He feels confi- 
dent that all the inimical legislation sought to be passed against us 
will not now be called up this session. If it does our friends are on the 
alert to object. Senator [George] Edmunds and [U.S. Supreme 
Court] Judge [Samuel] Blatchford are very anxious for the church 
property confiscation bill to pass. 

Prest Geo Q Cannon returned from Manti at 1130 a.m. Elder 
Heber J Grant returned from San Francisco, Cal, this morning & 
called to report that he had secured a loan of $25.00000 for 6 mo, 
$25,00000 for 1 year, $25,00000 for 18 mo & $25,000.00 for 2 years 
at 8% per annum. He had gone to San Francisco for this purpose in 
behalf of the Church. This was approved. 

In the 3rd Dist Court today Bros James Sharp, John Sharp Jr., 
Geo E Wallace & Thos G Webber were ruled off the Grand Jury on 
account of their belief . 

[February 1 7, 1891; Tuesday] Bros Jas Jack, Nephi W. Clayton & Isaac 
Clayton called and submitted a telegram from Mr [F. W.] Megan with 
whom arrangements had been made to sell the Inland Salt Com- 
panys Plant for $200.00000 if made before March 1/91. Mr Megan 
now proposes a change in the payments. 

It !l appears that Bro N[ephi] W Clayton is not now and never has 


9 “It” is written over an illegible letter. 


441 



8 . 1891-1892 


been in favor of selling & this transaction was made while he was sick. 
He submitted plans, viz— lease all the other salt works for a term with 
a view to purchasing them & then to control the Salt market. Upon 
consideration it was decided that no change shall be made in the first 
offer to Mr Megan and if the proposition made to him can be honor- 
ably revoked, that it be so revoked. 

Prest Lorenzo Snow came down from Brigham City & called. 

Bro Nfathaniel] V. Jones called with Bro C[harles] H. Wilcken 
and conferred with the Presidency in regard to his cases before the 
3rd Dist Court, one for adultery & 1 for U[nlawful] C[ohabitation], It 
has been arranged if he will plead guilty to U.C. the other case will be 
dismissed. This was thought the best case for him to pursue & he left 
with that intention. When his case was called this afternoon he plead 
guilty to U.C. & the other case was dismissed. To be sentenced on 
Saturday next. 

Bro Frank J. Cannon, L[ewis] W. Shurtleff & H[enry] H Rolapp 
called today and reported that the Liberal Party in Ogden have di- 
vided, broken up that party & are now organizing on [national] Polit- 
ical lines. The Republicans have organized a Repub. Club, and the 
Democrats are going to do so, and they want the People’s Party to 
join one A or either A of these parties. They 10 wish to get the counsel of 
the First Presidency as this is a serious question just now, also in re- 
gard as to which party the [Ogden] “Standard” [newspaper] shall af- 
filiate. 

The matter was held under advisement until Thursday morning 
at 10 oclock at which time, these & other brethren may be present. 

Bishop Myron Tanner of Provo called & expressed his wishes to 
make a visit to his native State (N.Y.) next April and get the consent 
of the Presidency. This was granted also that he have a missionary 
certificate entitling him to preach as opportunity offers. 

Four notes were signed by the brethren of the First Presidency, 
to meet the loan obtained and deposited by Bro H[eber] J Grant, on 
Monday. These notes are also to be endorsed by 12 of our business 
men. 

[February 18, 1891; Wednesday ] Br o B. H. Roberts called and reported 
he had been writing a history of the life of A the late A President John 
Taylor and wished to submit his manuscript to the Presidency for re- 

10 “They” is written over “also”. 
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view, examination, correction &c. After consideration of the breth- 
ren they being crowded & not able to give their personal attention to 
this matter on motion of Prest Geo Q Cannon, Elders John Jacques 
and L John Nuttall were appointed to meet with Bro Roberts and ex- 
amine carefully his manuscript and report. Bro Roberts said he 
would be ready in about one week to commence the reading. The 
brethren asked me if I would attend to this. 1 said I would do what 
they required of me at any time when it would not interfere with my 
dayly official work. 

I attended the usual meeting of the Directors of Zion’s Savings 
Bank & Trust Company at 1 p.m. 

[February 19, 1891; Thursday] The First Presidency met with Bros 
LJewis] W. Shurtleff, NJils] C. Flygare, FrankJ Cannon, Fljenry] H. 
Rolapp, Thos D Dee & Ben E Rich at the Gardo, on the Ogden Politi- 
cal organization &c. Apostles HJeber] J. Grant & AJbraham] Ff Can- 
non, Bps. [William B.] Preston, [Robert T.] Burton & [John R.] 
Winder & myself also present.... 

At the meeting which met at f030 [and] continued until 130. 
most of the brethren spoke, after which on motion of Prest Jos. F. 
Smith, it was decided as the sense of this meeting that the brethren 
at Ogden go on and organize into Political parties as submitted at 
this meeting." Prest Jos. F. Smith also moved that it is the sense of 
this meeting that the Standard should be a Republican paper. Sec- 
onded] & Carried. Prest Smith gave his views that the Salt Lake Her- 
ald being a Democratic paper, the Republicans should have the 
Standard." 


11 The question of uniting with either national political party had been discussed 
on April 5, 1890, when Nuttall was in Washington, D.C. It was the feeling of President 
Woodruff that “we should hold ourselves aloof from both parties” (Abraham H. Can- 
non, Journal, Apr. 5, 1890, L. Tom Perry Special Collections, Harold B. Lee Library, 
Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah). In January 1891, gentiles in Ogden calling 
themselves the “Anti-ring Liberals” formed a coalition with the Citizen’s Party and 
some members of the Mormon People’s Party. This action, and the subsequent elec- 
tions on February 9, prompted church leaders to consider dividing the People’s Party 
along national political lines. See Edward Leo Lyman, Political Deliverance: The Mormon 
Quest for Utah Statehood (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1986), 150-84; Thomas G. 
Alexander, Things in Heaven and Earth: The Life and Times ofWilford Woodruff a Mor- 
mon Prophet (Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 1991), 275. 

12 Heber J. Grant reported: “At 1 1.30 attended a meeting at the Gardo of some 
of the leading brethren and there was a long chat on the Political situation at Ogden 
and it was the opinion of those present that it would be a good thing for the people at 
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I attended the prayer 11 meeting of the First Presidency & Apos- 
tles at 2 p.m. Present Prests Woodruff, Cannon & Smith, Apostles 
Grant & A H Cannon. 

Apostles F[rancis] M. Lyman, J[ohn] H[enry] Smith & H J. Grant 
were appointed to investigate matters of difference which have 
arisen in the San Luis" Stake, some complaints having been pre- 
sented against Prest Silas S. Smith. 1 ’ 

[February 24, 1891; Tuesday] It is understood that Frank }. Cannon 
will be the Editor & Manager of the Standard , a Republican paper at 
Ogden, and John Q Cannon will be the Editor & Manager of the 
Commercial at Ogden, a Democratic Paper, as the Democrats want 
him to take that position, and [illegible] Judge Henderson has stated 
that these parties intend to bury those questions on Church member- 
ship with Politics &c and adhere strictly to party lines & principles.... 

A telegram was received from Bro. F[ranklin] S." 1 Richards & 
John T Caine, Washington DC, in regard to interviews by Bro Rich- 
ards and Attorney General [William H. H.] Miller on the Church 


Ogden to accept of the proposition that had come to them from the leading men in 
the Liberal party and that they divide on National Political lines. The Presidency, Pre- 
siding Bishopric, A[braham] H. Cannon and myself of the Apostles were present in 
addition to those from Ogden” (Grant, Diary, Feb. 19, 1891, typescript in D. Michael 
Quinn Papers, Special Collections, Beinecke Library, Yale University, New Haven, 
Connecticut; original in Archives, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Salt 
Lake City, Utah). 

13 The word “prayer” is written over an illegible word. 

14 The “L” in “Luis” is written over a “J”. 

15 According to John Henry Smith, at a priesthood meeting in Manassa, Colo- 
rado, on March 1, “Several of the brethren complained bitterly against President 
S[ilas] S. Smith, but as they sought to explain themselves they had little on which to 
base a complaint.... Bro. Eccles said he believed President S[ilas] S. Smith had appro- 
priated 34 dollars of his money dishonestly. I offered him $1,000.00 dollars if he 
would establish that, but he said he could not” (Jean Bickmore White, ed.. Church, 

State, and Politics: The Diaries of John Henry Smith [Salt Lake City: Signature Books and 
Smith Research Associates, 1990], 249). 

However, two years later the dissatisfaction with now ex-president Silas Smith 
would resurface. B. H. Roberts wrote that “Pres. Silas Smith claimed that such were 
the bitterness against him that his life had been threatened, by lynching etc.” He was 
accused of having (a) misappropriated $2,700 from the settlement’s co-op store, (b) 
defrauded the co-op stockholders for $4,300, (c) slandered Bishop John C. Dalton and 
his wife, (d) manipulated local elections, and (e) bungled land purchases and sales. But 
remarkably, all was again resolved as everyone agreed to forgive and forget (John 
Sillito, ed., History's Apprentice: The Diaries of B. H. Roberts, 1880-1898 [Salt Lake City: 
Signature Books and Smith Research Associates, 2004], 245-46, 248-52). 

1(> The letter “S” is written over an illegible letter. 
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Suits. After Bro. Richards explanation of the final decree by the 
Court, the Atty General said if the facts were as stated he would dis- 
miss the new Suits & he would enquire of ex Solictor General 
[George A.] Jenks on that matter. Mr Jenks had made a very satisfac- 
tory report which was expected would fully settle that 17 question. 

[February 25, 1891; Wednesday] Bro Andrew Olson, of Beaver, a mis- 
sionary to Scandinavia, called & desired to be anointed and adminis- 
tered to. He 1 * is deformed in his back & body & he wanted to be re- 
stored to proper shape & become physically strong. By direction of 
Prest Woodruff I anointed Bro Olsen on his head, back, ribs and 
breast & Prest Geo. Q. Cannon was mouth in prayer, Prest Woodruff 
assisting. 

Prest Woodruff purchased 100 tickets to the [Evan] Stephens 
Tabernacle Concert next Friday for distribution to the Presidency & 
Twelve & others. 19 I attended a meeting of the Directors of Zion’s 
Savings Bank 8c Trust Co. at 1 p.m. 

The Presidency of the Salt Lake Stake were instructed to move 
quietly among the people and advise them cautiously of the changes 
pending in political affairs in this Territory as to their becoming Re- 
publicans or Democrats. 

[February 26, 1891; Thursday] Prest L[ewis] W. Shurtliff & Bp Edwin 
Stratford of Ogden called & the political situation at Ogden was 
talked over. They were requested to use their influence to keep both 
parties as near even as they could. It was decided that John Q. Can- 
non take the position of Editor of the Commercial as a Democratic 
Paper, and as the leading Democrats want his name as Editor at the 
head of the column it was agreed to have it so. 

[February 27, 1891; Friday] Bros Jas Jack 8c N[ephi] W. Clayton called. 

t? The word “that” is written over an illegible word. 

18 “He" is written over “for”. 

19 Four months earlier, Stephens was appointed director of the Tabernacle Choir 
and introduced a 400-voice “monster choir,” as people called it. The choir had previ- 
ously had as few as six voices in the 1860s (two women and four men), 85 voices in the 
1870s, and 101 in the 1880s (89 sopranos, 13 altos, 15 tenors, and 34 basses). Stephens 
had come to the attention of church leaders two years earlier when he directed the Salt 
Lake Choral Society alongside bandmaster Patrick Gilmore during the famous com- 
poser’s visit to Salt Lake City. See Michael Hicks, Mormonism and Music: A History (Ur- 
bana: University of Illinois, 1989), 49, 98, 102-03. 
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A letter had been received from Mr F. W. Meegan of Kansas City 
[Missouri], Feb 24/91, agreeing to take the Inland Salt Cos plant and 
to pay $100,000 Cash, $50,000 in one year secured by the n ote 8% 
bearing note of the Company and $50,000 worth of Stock on a valua- 
tion of $200,000 for all the Stock. The Company to be free of all in- 
debtedness excepting the $50,000 bonds, and the Inland Salt Co. to 
have on hand piled up in good condition, 30,000 tons of Salt, also to 
secure the whole of the Stock. Action on the acceptance or rejection 
of this offer was deferred for 2 or 3 days. Prests Cannon & Smith & 
myself, also Bro. N[ephi] W. Clayton are not in favor of selling at all. 

[March 1, 1891; Sunday] This is the 84th anniversary of President 
Wilford Woodruffs birthday. He attended the morning services at 
the Large Tabernacle of the Salt Lake Stake Conference and was 
taken with a pain in his stomach. He called at the Gardo House, got a 
little Brandy, composition &c and then went home. Prest Geo Q. 
Cannon attended the conference meetings and spoke in the after- 
noon. He also had an interview with Bp. H[iram] B. Clawson & Col. 
Isaac Trumbo. 

[March 2, 1891; Monday] A meeting of the Stockholders of the Bul- 
lion, Beck and Champion Mining Company was held today at 1 0 
a.m. Prest Geo. Q. Cannon attended & was elected on the Board.... 

It was decided to postpone the contemplated trip of the First 
Presidency to Mexico until after the April Conference, it having 
been suggested that the Church Suits will require the attendance of 
the brethren, at least they should not be away. It was proposed to 
start tomorrow & arrangements were made to that effect.... 

We received word this evening that Prest Woodruff was worse & 
wanted Prest Cannon to call & see him. He did so, also Bro Cfharles] 
H. Wilcken. A A telegram was reed from Bro Ffranklin] S. Richards at 
Washington D.C. on Church Suit matters & to have Mr [Charles S.] 
Varian not make any report to the Atty Genl until Bro Richards re- 
turn & seeing him. A 

[March 3, 1891; Tuesday] Bro. H[iram] B. Clawson went to Provo this 
morning to confer with U.S. Dist. Atty. [Charles S.] Varian in regard 
to the Church Suits &c. 

[March 4, 1891; Wednesday] Bro H[iram] B. Clawson called & re- 
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ported his visit with Mr [Charles S.] Varian A at Provo A . Mr V[arian] 
will not make any report to Washington D.C. until after he has seen 
Bro F[ranklin] S. Richards. Bro Hfiram] B. Clawson was requested to 
take charge of the proper entertainment of Mr Henry Stanley, the 
African Explorer & party 2 " while at Salt Lake City.... 

Prests Cannon & Smith attended a meeting of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Coop Wagon & Machine Co at 1030 a.m. 

Prest Wm Budge & Bro Walker Hoge of Bear Lake called & re- 
ported Bro Hoges labors at Boise, Idaho, during the session of the 
Legislature. There was no disposition to pass any law against the 
Saints until some teaching men from Bingham, Bear Lake, Cassia & 
Oneida counties went there and demanded some inimical legislation 
to deprive the Mormons front voting. They brought informers [?] to 
bear so that the law was passed. There are [a] great many who con- 
sider the law unconstitutional and it will be so declared by the U.S. 
Supreme Court. Bro Budge will try & obtain the legal opinions of 
leading lawyers & if necessary get up one or more test cases. A bill of 
$56500 for expenses was presented & allowed. 

The following telegram was received. 

“Washington D. C., March 4/91, 

All proposed Anti-Mormon Legislation for Utah failed ex- 
cept provision districting Territory for members of the Leg- 
islature. This was amended by striking out Governor of Utah 
and Secretary, leaving Utah commission to do work. 

John T. Caine” 

The 51st Session of the Congress of the United States ad- 
jo[ur]ned at 12 oclock noon. So the country breathes again without 
fear from their actions. 


20 The adventures of journalist Henry M. Stanley were already legendary two de- 
cades after his first expedition to Africa, when he had traveled 700 miles in 236 days 
in search of Scottish explorer David Livingstone. Upon meeting Livingstone on the is- 
land of Ujiji, Stanley had uttered his famously understated greeting: “Dr Livingstone, I 
presume?” See Stanley’s How I Found Livingstone (New York: Scribner, 1872); Frank 
McLynn, Stanley: The Making of an African Explorer (Chelsea, Mich.: Scarborough House, 
1989). 

2 1 The five-member Utah Commission, charged with guaranteeing that polyga- 
mists did not vote in territorial elections, had devised a test oath by which anyone reg- 
istering had to deny they were involved in polygamy (Edwin Brown Firmage and Rich- 
ard Collin Mangrum, Zion in the Courts: A Legal History of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, 1830-1900 [Urbana: University of Illinois, 1988], 231). See also the en- 
try for March 25. 
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[March 5, 1891; Thursday] I attended a meeting of the Directors of 
the Deseret Telegraph Co of which I am a member. Supt VV( illiam] B 
Dougall had received an offer from Mr Cannett to take 22 an option 
until May 15/91 to purchase the entire system of the Deseret Tele- 
graph Company and pay $1200 per mile, including office appurte- 
nances, supplies on hand &c. After consideration it appeared that 
$10.00000 would be all to be realized from a sale and the Receiver 
would take that. If the lines were kept up it will be at the expense of 
the Church. Prest Smith moved that it is the sense of this meeting 
that the company do not sell at present nor during the next 3 months 
so that some understanding may be had as to the probable cost of 
conducting the System. Secfonded] & carried. 

I attended the usual prayer meeting of the Presidency & Apos- 
tles at 2 p.m. Present, Prests Cannon & Smith, Apostles John W. Tay- 
lor & A[braham] H. Cannon & myself. 

[March 8, 1891; Sunday 7 Prest Jos. F. Smith is at his home sick with La 
Gripp. Prest Woodruff much better in health. The great Explorer 
Henry M Stanley, wife & party arrived this morning. Mr Stanley called 
on Prest Cannon at the Gardo House this afternoon for a short time. 

[March 9, 189 1; Monday] Brojacob Gates called. He is 80 years old to- 
day. He talked on the early times in the Church. 

I had a letter written authorizing Bro W[illiam] C. Spence to go 
East and negotiate in the interest of our Immigration from Europe. 

On invitation of Prest Woodruff I accompanied him and wife 
Emma to his box in the Theatre this evening to hear the lecture of Mi- 
Henry M Stanley on his explorations in Africa. I was very much inter- 
ested. I think it was the most finished lecture I have attended. 

[March 10, 1891; Tuesday] Bro Ffranklin] S. Richards, who returned 
from Washington D.C. on Sunday, called & reported his labors while 
away. He explained the course taken to defeat the Territorial Appor- 
tionment Bill and of his interviews with Atty Genl [William H. H.] 
Miller [and] Solicitor Genl [William Howard] Taft, on the Church 
Suits, also of his visit to ex Solicitor Genl. [George A.] Jenks and to 
Col Jas. O Broadhead. The Attorny Genls letter to Mr Jenks & his re- 
ply were read &c. It was decided that Bro H[iram] B. Clawson see 

22 The word “take” is written over an illegible word. 
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U.S. Atty C[harles] S. Varian in regard to this matter before he sends 
his reply to Atty Genl Miller. 

The names of 24 Trustees for the Young University were se- 
lected. 

Bro Nephi Clayton called & submitted a letter from Mr [F. W.] 
Meegan in which he accepts the Inland Salt Cos. offer to sell & he 
purposes coming out to take the property on or before April 1st 
1891. I am not in favor of selling. We are in hopes something will 
transpire to break up the trade. As a people we have opened up many 
enterprises and as soon as they begin to pay the outsiders come along 
& buy them for half their value. I am opposed to such things, but if 
the company sells I will be obliged to do so. 

[March 11, 1891; Wednesday] I met with Bro. Wm M. Bromley this 
morning. He had come to see the Presidency for council in his case. 
He has been in Canada and feels if he can have any show in the courts 
he will come out. The Presidency talked with him. 

Bro Moses Thatcher called and the purchase of a large tract of 
land in Chihuahua, Mexico, was considered. A telegram was sent to 
Bro Alexander] F. Macdonald for further information. 

I attended a meeting of the Directors of Z[ion’s] Sfavings] 
B[ank] & Tfrust] company at 1 p.m. 

Bros Heber J Grant & John Henry Smith returned from Colo- 
rado this evening. 

[March 12, 1891; Thursday] Bro John B. Milner of Provo called and 
stated that Jos D. Jones of Provo, Probatejudge, & others of the heirs 
of the late Captain Dan Jones, purposed 23 entering suit in the U.S. 
Dist. Court at Provo, to recover certain real estate situatejd] in 
Ephraim which had been willed by their uncle Edward Jones, de- 
ceased. He made his will in Nov 25, 1874 & died in April 1875. The 
names of all the heirs are Ruth Jones, Brigham Jones, J. Dan Jones, 
Claudia Jones, Robert 21 Jones & Edward Jones. Some of these are 
members of the Church and may not be in sympathy with the move. I 
was deemed proper to write to Apostle A[nthon] H Lund & learn 
from him the facts respecting the Real Estate & see if a compromise 
cannot be effected instead of going into Court. 


23 The word “purposed” (proposed) is written over an illegible word. 

24 “Robert” is written over an illegible word. 
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I spoke to Bro Milner about the deed from Richard Breherton 
for the Temple lots at Provo. He said he made out all the deeds and 
acknowledged them & paid R[ichard] Breherton for this Temple lot 
deed partly out of his personal funds & when the deed was signed it 
was put into the Provo Tithing Office & he was credited on his tithing 
for the amount paid. The deed was made to Trustees A. H. Scott, 
Isaac Bullock & Myron Tanner. He thinks the deed is among the pa- 
pers which were taken from the Tithing office in 1887. I was glad to 
get this information. 

Mr. LeGrande C Layton of Zapato, Colorado, a gentleman Prest 
Woodruff became acquainted with about 1 year ago and who be- 
came converted to Mormonism, arrived in this city last Thursday & 
put up at the Continental Hotel. He had been striken with paralysis 
in the East & came here to be baptized. Prest Woodruff did not know 
he was here until last evening & sent Apostle John Henry Smith to 
see him this morning. He found that Mr Layton died at 4 p.m. yester- 
day. He was born in the State of New York & is 38 years old. This was 
a sudden blow to Prest Woodruff. A I le wrote to Prest J[ohn] D T 
Mcallister at [the] St George Temple to have him baptised for & en- 
dowed. A 

I attended the usual prayer meeting of the Presidency & Apos- 
tles at the Gardo House Parlor at 2 p.m. Present Prests Woodruff & 
Geo. Q. Cannon, apostles F[rancis] M Lyman, John Henry Smith, 
Heber J Grant, John W Taylor & Afbraham] H Cannon. M[oses] 
Thatcher came later on. 

[March 13, 1891; Friday] Atty F[ranklin] S. Richards called and re- 
ported having had an interview with U.S. Atty Cfharles] S. Varian on 
the Church Suits. He feels that Mr Varian will report favorably to the 
Dept ofjustice. Bro H[iram] B. Clawson was also requested to see Mr 
Varian & retain him as Attorney in a mining suit with a view to his 
making a proper report &c. 

Bp J[ohn] R Winder reports that a majority of the Stock of the 
[Salt Lake] Times newspaper can be bought for $10.00000. Bro 
Winder will see further into this matter & report. 

[March 16, 1891; Monday] Arrangements were made in regard to pur- 
chasing the control of the Stock of the [Salt Lake] Times newspaper. 
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[March 17, 1891; Tuesday] It was agreed to purchase the control of 
the Stock of the [Salt Lake] Times newspaper & Bro Wm H. Shear- 
man was authorized to close the bargain. 26 

[March 18, 1891; Wednesday] I commenced this morning with Bro 
John Jacques to hear Bro B[righam] LI. Roberts read his manuscript 
of the History of the life of President John Taylor which he has writ- 
ten. We passed upon 9 chapters. 

I attended the meeting of the Board of Directors of Zions Sav- 
ings Bank & Trust company at 1 p.m. 

Bro Alex[ande]r Macdonald arrived yesterday from Mexico and 
called today & made some explanations on the Mexican purchases 
recently contracted. 

[March 19, 1891; Thursday] The Presidency with Elders M[oses] 
Thatcher, F[rancis] M Lyman, J[ohn] H[enry] Smith, Bp W[illiam] B 
Preston & Alexander] F Macdonald met & talked over the Mexican 
land purchase matters. 

It was thought desirable if possible to separate the mountain & 
valley lands offered by Mr Haller & purchase the Cult[ivatable por- 
tion]. This would require assistance from the Church of $10,000 
which can be returned in less than 1 year by sale of lands to the colo- 
nists. 

The details of the proposed concession^] for Colonization from 
the Mexican Government were then considered after Bro MacDon- 
ald had [im]parted all desired information. It was agreed on motion 
of Prest Geo Q. Cannon that steps be taken to carry out the contract 
of Colonization. 

I attended the reading of [the] manuscript of the History of Prest 
John Taylor till 12 m. Also attended the usual prayer meeting of the 
First Presidency & Apostles at 2 p.m. Present Prests Woodruff & 
Cannon, Apostles M[oses] Thatcher, F[ rancisj M Lyman, J[ohn] H 
Smith, FI[eber] J Grant, J[ohn] W Taylor & Afbraham] H Cannon. 

Our Friend Hon Mforris] M. Estee was defeated in the election 


26 Historian Edward Leo Lyman wrote that by purchasing the Republican Salt 
Lake Times, the church could “have the Times ‘work against the Tribune and try to 
break its influence,’ ... Church leaders decided to make the transaction, but to keep it 
quiet under the correct assumption that the Times could be more effective if it were 
not widely known that church interests controlled the paper” ( Political Deliverance, 
154 ). 
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for Senator of the State of California & Mr Charles N. Felton was 
elected. 27 

[March 20, 1891; Friday] I attended the reading of the History of 
Prest John Taylor this morning & afternoon.... 

Bro Win Spry was honorabl[y] released from the Presidency and 
labors in the Southern States Mission. He was requested to suggest to 
the First Presidency the A some A names for his successor. 

The following Sisters were selected as the Local Committee con- 
nected with the Worlds fair at Chicago, viz. Emily S Richards, E[mily] 
B. Wells, Pricilla Jennings, Mrs LeGrand Young, A D Groesbeck, 
Amelia F Young, Talula Young, [and] Pricilla Riter. 

[March 21, 1891; Saturday] I attended the reading of the History of 
President John Taylor morning & afternoon.... 

Brojas W. Bean of Provo called and I requested him to look for 
the deed of Richard Breherton to the Church Trustees of Provo for 
the Temple Block at Provo & told him where to look A for il A . I was 
glad to see him. He said he would do his best to find it & send to me. 

[March 23, 189 1 ; Monday] Prest Daniel H. Wells came up from Manti 
last Saturday, weak, not feeling very well. This morning his son 
Rulon S. Wells called & stated he had been telephoned for saying his 
father was in a dangerous condition. Prest Geo Q Cannon & Bps 
[William B.] Preston, [Robert T.] Burton & [John R.] Winder went 
and administered to Prest Wells. Prest Cannon on his return re- 
ported that Bro Wells was suffering from Pl[e]uri[s]y and he did not 
look upon him as being in a dangerous condition.... 

At a meeting of the First Presidency & Presiding Bishop 8c 
Church Architect this afternoon it was suggested by Prest Woodruff 
that [a] suitable man be employed to assist the Presiding Bishops in 
selling to the best advantage for cash or other available means the 
A Tithing produce & other A property, as reported on hand in the sev- 
eral tithing offices. 

It was decided that the present force of Carpenters on the Tem- 

27 At the previous week’s quorum meeting, “Prest Cannon said that Mr Estey of 
California, who is a great friend of ours, had some prospects of becoming the United 
States Senator from that state and he suggested we pray for him. Prest Woodruff then 
requested brother Cannon to offer a prayer in Mr. Estey’s behalf’ (Grant, Diary, Mar. 
12, 1891). 
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pie be not added to at present. It is expected to expend $ 100,000 on 
the Salt Lake Temple this year. 

It was decided to transfer the Social Hall Property to the School 
Board of the Latter-day Saints College. 

[March 24, 1891; Tuesday] Prest A[braham] O Smoot, H[arvey] H 
Cluff & Benj Cluff, also Dr Karl G Maeser, came up from Provo & 
called in regard to Bro Bfenjamin] Cluff being called from the 
B[righam] Y[oung] Academy to labor in the L.D.S. College. Much 
feeling is exhibited at Provo on this subject & objections raised. All 
these brethren spoke and Prest Woodruff protested against the feel- 
ing that the First Presidency had any intention of injuring Provo o[r] 
the B[righam] Yfoung] Academy. He thought the feeling manifested 
on the subject at Provo was not consistent for Latter-day Saints. But 
under the circumstances he thought it better for Bro Cluff to remain 
at Provo for another year. This was satisfactory. 

News was brought by Bro Rulon S. Wells that his father Prest 
Daniel H. Wells died A in Salt Lake City A at 1 o. clock this afternoon. 
He was born at Trenton, Oneida Co., N. Y., Oct 27, 1814. Apostles 
L[orenzo] 28 Snow, M[oses] Thatcher, Mfarriner] W. Merrill, A[n- 
thon] H. Lund & Bro John B. Maiben for the Manti Temple were in- 
formed by telegram & Bro B[righam] Young [Jr.] at Liverpool by 
Cablegram.... 

We finished the reading of the life of the late Prest John Taylor 
this afternoon. 

[March 25, 1891; Wednesday] I attended the meeting of the Board of 
Z[ion’s] S[avings] B[ank] & T[rust] Co at 1 p.m. and [was then] at my 
place in the office. 

Telegrams & letters were sent to the Presidents of Stakes re- 
questing them to obtain a diagram of their county with the Precinct 
lines marked thereon, for use in the redistricting the Territory by the 
Utah Commission. 

Some portions of the manuscript of Prest Taylors life were sub- 
mitted by Bro B[righam] H. Roberts & myself to Prests Woodruff & 
Cannon and were corrected. These were portions which Bro. Jacques 
& myself would not approve. 


28 The letter “L” is written over the letter “M”. 
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[March 26, 1891; Thursday] I attended the usual Prayer' 9 meeting of 
the Presidency & Apostles at 2 p.m. Present Prests Woodruff & Can- 
non, Apostles F[rancis] M. Lyman, J[ohn] H[enry] Smith, H[eber]J. 
Grant, J[ohn] W. Taylor & Afhraham] H. Cannon. Conversation was 
had in regard to the Church taking a block of the increased Stock of 
Z.C.M.I. but no action taken. 

[March 27, 1891; Friday ] Prests Woodruff & Cannon had their Photo- 
graphs taken at [Hyrum] Sainsburys gallery, accompanied by Dr 
[John O.] Williams, for the purpose of getting one for a Steel plate 
engraving for Ofrson] F. Whitneys History of Utah. 

[March 28, 1891; Saturday] Bro John Jacques and myself wrote a Cer- 
tificate to Geo J. Taylor & John W Taylor, Executors of the Estate of 
the late John Taylor, about our examination of the Biography of 
their father as written by Bro B. H Roberts. 

[March 29, 1891 ; Sunday] Prest Dfaniel] H. Wells funeral at 12 m. till 
2 p.m. A very disagreeable day, snowed nearly all the time. Bro Wm 
C. Dunbar prayed, Prest Woodruff, Elders A[nthon] H. Lund, 
F[ranklin] D. Richards & Prest Geo Q Cannon spoke. Prest L[oren- 
zo] Snow offered the benediction & Elder F[rancis] M. Lyman 
prayed at the grave. 

[March 30, 1891; Monday] Prest Jos. F. Smith, F[ranklin] D. Richards, 
Jas Jack & W[illiam] 3U C. Spence met and decided the Emigrant rate 
from Liverpool to Salt Lake City for the season of 1891, will be 
$63.00, and from Copenhagen to S. L. City, $68.00. 

[April 1, 1891; Wednesday] I attended a meeting of the Directors of 
Zion’s Saving Bank of Trust Co at 1 p.m. 

Prest L[orenzo] Snow & Apostles [Franklin D.] Richards, [Fran- 
cis M.] Lyman, [John Henry] Smith, [John W.] Taylor, [Marriner W.] 
Merrill, [Anthon H.] Lund & [Abraham H.J Cannon called and they 
went into Council at 2 p.m. 

[April 2, 1891; Thursday] The Presidency met with the Apostles at 
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12 m. until 5.15 p.m. The Apostles adjourned to meet as a Quorum 
on Tuesday, July 7/91, at 10 a.m. 

[April 3, 1891; Friday] It was arranged for the Presiding Bishopric to 
purchase the Walker Bros Coal 51 Mine in Coal Creek Kanyon near 
Cedar City for $420000. 

I made out a missionary certificate for Bp Myron Tanner of 
Provo to go East & visit his relatives. 

[April 6, 1891; Monday] Bro. M[oses] F. Farnsworth called. He 
wanted to borrow $300.00 but Prest Woodruff could not lend to 
him.... 

I arranged with Bro. C[harles] H. Wilcken to go to the A Beck’s A 
Hot Springs & confer with Bro Lehi Pratt about my going there. We 
arranged for me to go to-morrow morning early & I made my ar- 
rangements for this move. My face and body have been very trouble- 
some for a few days past. I hope to get relief at the Springs. The 
brethren are all in good hopes of such a result. 

[April 7, 1891; Tuesday] Our Inland Salt Company having sold out, it 
was necessary to sign a deed of sale, also [to] transfer the Stock. I 
signed the deed & my Stock certificate & handed it to Bro JasJack. 
The sale has been made for $ 1 00,000 cash down, $50,000 in one year 
at 8% and $50,000 to pay for the bonds, being $200,000. 

[April 26, 1891; Sunday] Bro Lehi Pratt told me that Alonzo E. Hyde 33 
A had A come out [to the hot springs] in a Hack, drunk. He took a bath 
and then went to the Saloon. Bro. Pratt offered to furnish him with a 
good room & bed, but he insisted on going to the Saloon. Hyde told 
Pratt that he had deposited at the Bank yesterday $550000. He had 


31 “Coal” is written over the letter “M”. 

32 John Beck’s resort, known as Saratoga Hot Springs, was on the northwest 
shore of Utah Lake and was managed by Lehi (“Lee”) Pratt. Nuttall stayed at the hot 
springs from April 7 through May 4, then chose to spend the rest of his convalescence 
in Kaysville with the Roueche family before returning to Salt Lake City and resuming 
his office duties on June 30. 

33 Alonzo Hyde, John Taylor’s son-in-law, had been president of Millard Stake. 
Apparently he was in a bishopric at this time (cf. entry for July 29). He had replaced 
Hiram Clawson as general superintendent of the Bullion Beck and Champion Mine 
(Edward Leo Lyman, “The Alienation of an Apostle from His Quorum: The Moses 
Thatcher Case,” Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought 18 [Summer 1985], 71; Alexan- 
der, Things in Heaven and Earth , 285-86). 
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$41.00 and his gold watch & diamond pin on his person, which Bro 
Pratt took for safe keeping. He said he had stayed at the White House 
last night & paid $8.00 for his room. He paid $4.00 for the hack to 
bring him out here this morning & ordered the' 4 driver to come for 
him this evening, $4.00 more. He laid 35 at the Saloon drunk all day. 
In the evening Bro Pratt went to his room and found a A common A 
Strumpet laying on the bed witli him & fondling him. His wife Annie 
had telephoned to Bro Pratt to learn of his whereabouts. 31 ’ On his in- 
forming her that he was here, she supposed Bro Pratt had him in a 
proper place until evening, where at my suggestion he told her he 
was at the Saloon in bed & he could do nothing as regards getting 
him to go home.... 

This evening Bro Pratt & myself talked over the situation & what 
could be done to get Hyde away from the Saloon & to his home, but 
he was so stubborn he would not go home. This he telephoned to 
Mrs Hyde. This Strumpet was with him again this evening A & the bar- 
tender said that Hyde came into the bar room exposing his person 
while other men & women were present & they had to put him back 
in the room , A and he & her drunk a bottle of Champagne. 

[April 27, 1 891; Monday ] Mrs Annie Hyde and son & daughter drove 
out in a Hack and found [Alonzo E.] Hyde in bed drunk. Some of the 
wearing apparel of this Strumpet was on the table where she had laid 
it. Bro 3 ' L[ehi] Pratt told me that about 2 oclock he went over to the 
Saloon to see how Hyde was getting along, and then found that one 
of the Saloon men, Tommy Needham, was going to the City for the 
Strumpet, that Hyde ordered him to bring her out. He did so & she 
came about 4 o. clock. This morning Bro Pratt went into his room & 
found Hyde strip! & the wom[a]n striped all but a skirt. He after- 
wards found him with his garments tied at the back. They were in this 
condition when Annie, his wife, saw him in bed, and saw the 
woman’s clothing on the table. She [the “strumpet”] was out when 
Annie arrived & was taking a bath. I saw her at the baths with but very 

34 The article "the” is written over an illegible word. 

35 The word “laid” is written over “lay”. 

36 The telephone arrived in Utah in mid-1881 and had about 500 subscribers a 
decade later. The transcontinental telephone line would not be completed until mid- 
1914 (Jay M. Haymond, “The Telephone in Utah,” Utah History Encyclopedia, ed. Allan 
Kent Powell [Salt Lake City: University of Utah, 1994], 545-46). 

37 “Bro” is written over an illegible word. 
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little clothing on. About 10 oclock Bro Pratt prevailed on Hyde to 
come & take a room & bed at the Hotel. He took the next room but 
one [illegible]. Annie & her daughter came & staid with him. The boy 
took the team back to the City to have the horses shod & to come out 
this evening. Bro John Henry Smith came out for another bath & at 
Bro Pratts suggestion I told him of Hyde’s drinking but did not say 
anything about the woman, as I did not wish Annie to see me to cause 
her more trouble. I kept close in my room to my own discomfort. I 
feel very sorry for Annie & her family, but have no sympathy for 
Hyde. He is a disgrace to the people and not to be trusted. I expected 
that Sophia would be out for an hour this afternoon, but sent word 
by Bro. Smith for her not to come. I did not wish her to witness her 
sister’s Shame. Their daughter saw me talking to Bro John H. Smith 
and told her father & mother. 

[April 28, 1891; Tuesday] This is the anniversary of my wife Elizabeths 
birthday, 55 years old. She is in the enjoyment of good health and all 
her faculties. I am truly thankful that the Lord has brought her 
through another year, and for her companionship these many years 
since we became acquainted & were married. I pray the Lord to con- 
tinue his favors and blessings to her for many years yet to come, and 
trust the time will soon come when we can be closer associated than 
we have been for the past 6 or 8 years.... 

I have been impressed for several days that the visit of President 
[Benjamin] Harrison to California & Utah would be an opportune 
time to impress him with the necessity of granting a general Am- 
nesty to the Polygamist Saints. Our friends in California could so im- 
press him with this idea and follow it up until he comes to Utah & 
there explain the situation fully as regards the Manifesto, promises 
in the Courts &c &c, and call to his attention what the people have 
done in this country before the Gentiles came here & c. Also show to 
him that by such an act he would make friends of the people to him- 
self and party and make Utah a Republican State, so that if he is put 
in nomination again by his party such an act would almost insure his 
re-election. That is if the Lord wants him re-elected. Such a move, 
however, would give the President a chance to do something mag- 
na[ni]mous and crown his administration with laurels. I laid my 
views before Brojohn Henry Smith this afternoon. He having come 
out for a bath and he thought such a move would be good & result fa- 
vorably. I suggested that he talk with Prest Joseph F. Smith on this 
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subject, if something of this kind had not been considered by the 
Presidency. 

[April 30, 1891; Thursday] Bro Franklin D. Richards got off the train 
and stopped to take a bath after which I had a good talk with him 
while he was waiting for the next train. He was pleased to see me & 
that I looked so well. I spoke to him of my Amnesty Scheme & he 
thought it would be a good move. Prest Geo. Q. Cannon had been to 
California & returned. Bro. [John Henry] Smith had also informed 
me of Bro Cannon’s return. Bro Richards commenced telling me of 
his son Franklin’s visit to Washington with U.S. Dist Attorney 
[Charles S.] Varians and of their conversation on Utah affairs with 
the Solicitor General &c but the train came & he could not conclude, 
promising to come again. 

Brojohn H[enry] Smith told me that he had some conversation 
with Prest Jos F Smith on the Amnesty measure but he thought it was 
too late to do anything about it now, so it appears the brethren had 
not previously considered it. 

[May 9, 1891; Saturday] President Benjamin Harrison & wife & party 
visited Salt Lake City to-day & left at 1 2 m. I understand the City was 
nicely decorated & the School children made a favorable impression 
on the President & party. A great many people from the adjoining 
settlements were present. 

[May 10, 1891; Sunday] This is the first public meeting I have at- 
tended of the Saints since January 1885, and 1 felt it was quite a treat 
to do so. The brethren left [Kaysville?] at 6.20 p.m. They brought us 
the newspapers giving account of the Presidential reception yester- 
day. Presidents Woodruff & Geo. Q. Cannon were out in the proces- 
sion & on the Stand at Liberty Park. 

[May 12, 1891; Tuesday] Prest Woodruff has concluded to not take 
the trip to Mexico, but says Prests Geo Q. Cannon &Jos F Smith had 
better go. This is a wise conclusion, I think, for he is not able to stand 
the fatigue. Prest Woodruff sent his love and good wishes to me. 

[May 21, 1891; Thursday] Bro B[righam] H. Roberts called this morn- 
ing. I was glad to see him. He took my letters to Bro [James] Cuching. 
I had some talk with him. We see by the papers that the Republicans 
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are organizing in Salt Lake City, and ,K at the meeting of the party last 
night at the Theatre Bro John Henry Smith declared himself and 
asked to be admitted to join them, pledging himself to labor for the 
party. 39 There appears to be much dissention among the Republi- 
cans, as the Liberals do not want to lose their power. I fear the results 
of these measures of uniting on party lines, as some of our people 
will carry their party feelings into their Church membership. 

[May 25, 1891; Monday] I accompanied Bro [Thomas F.] Roueche to 
the Opera House at Kaysville this evening, he having been requested 
to address a meeting of young men who were desirous of organizing 
a Democratic Club. Bro Roueche being an old time Democrat, they 
wanted him to speak which he did & laid before them the principles 
of Democracy & also of Republicanism. They organized after several 
present had spoken. "’ 

[June 2, 1891; Tuesday] Soon after breakfast Bro S[amuel]J. Sudbury 
arrived. He had come up on the morning train. He brought the arti- 
cles of Incorporation of the Saltair Beach Company for me to sign as 
one of the stockholders. The First 41 Presidency had requested him 
to come with the papers for my signature, Bro James Jack having 
told them I wanted to be a stockholder in the company and they 
were willing. 


33 The wor d “and” is written over an illegible word. 

39 John Henry Smith wrote: “At 8 p.m. a large crowd got together at the Theatre. 
A large number of liberals had come in with the design of breaking up the meeting 
but they failed to do this. C[harles] W. Bennett was made chairman and spe[e]ches 
were made both for and against organization. W. H. Dixon spoke against and I for. 
The vote for organization carried. I never felt better in my life in talking” (White, 
Church, State, and Politics, 254 [May 20, 1891]). 

40 Four days later, the First Presidency wrote to John W. Young: “In the near fu- 
ture we look for the disbandment of the People’s Party. In view of this fact the politi- 
cal field will soon be ripe ready to harvest. The impression generally obtains that our 
people are Democratic in their feelings, and it is feared there will be a general rush 
into the Democratic ranks. It is, as we view it, of the highest importance that this 
should not be the case; on the contrary, we are exceedingly desirous that the Republi- 
cans should on the start find sufficient encouragement to enable them to make the 
struggle for territorial supremacy a close and interesting one, as the more evenly bal- 
anced the parties become the safer it will be for us in the security of our liberties; and 
besides, our influence for good will be far greater than it possibly could be were either 
party overwhelmingly in the majority” (May 29, 1891, typescript in Scott G. Kenney 
Papers, Special Collections, Marriott Library; original in LDS Archives). 

41 “First” is written over the letter “P”. 
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The company is organized for 50 years with a Capital Stock of 
$250,000 in 2500 shares of 10000 each. The Stockholders areas fol- 
lows: 


Wilford Woodruff 

200 shares 

$20,00000 

George Q. Cannon 

200 shares 

20,00000 

Joseph F. Smith 

200 shares 

20,00000 

Mathew White 

200 shares 

20,00000 

Nephi W. Clayton 

100 shares 

10,00000 

James Jack 

100 shares 

10,00000 

G[eorge] H. Snell 

100 shares 

10,00000 

Angus M. Cannon 

50 shares 

5,00000 

L. John Nuttall 

50 shares 

5,00000 

I. A. Clayton 

50 shares 

5,00000 

Geo. Q Cannon, Trustee 

1250 shares 

125,00000 


2500 shares 

$250,00000 


I signed the Articles of Incorporation. The company is orga- 
nized to make a Bathing Resort near the Inland Salt Companys land 
on the south end of Great Salt Lake, also to build an ffotel & other 
places of recreation and amusement for the benifit of the Latter-day 
Saints &c &c. 

/ June 13, 1891; Saturday] At 8 30 Brest Joseph F Smith & Bros 
C[harles] H. Wilcken & S[amuel] J. Sudbury arrived from the City. I 
was much pleased to meet them, and 1 had a nice chat with Prest 
Smith on office affairs & on the Political situation. He told me that 
there were measures on foot to have him amnestied so that he can be 
free. C[harles] C Goodwin is working the thing up. 

June 14, 1891; Sunday] The brethren seemed to enjoy their visit. Bro 
[Charles H.] Wilcken accompanied Bro [Thomas F.] Roueche to 
meeting at Kaysville and spoke to the Saints assembled. In conversa- 
tion with Bro [Samuel J.] Sudbury he intimated that Bro Geo 
Reynolds felt that I should not return to the office. Did not give any 
reason. 1 told Prest Smith that all being well I intended to return the 
forepart of next week to the office. He was pleased at that & ex- 
pressed his good feelings at my looking so well. The 42 brethren left 
soon after 4 o. clock for the city. 
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June 22, 189 1 ; Monday] I went to the Gardo House 41 & found none of 
the brethren there. I wrote a letter to Elizabeth & after which Bro 
[Samuel J.] Sudbury came & informed me that the First Presidency 
had gone to California. They left last Saturday night to be gone some 
10 days. 

June 30, 1891; Tuesday] l arose in good season and learned that the 
brethren of the First Presidency returned to the city on Saturday, but 
Prest Smith did not come to the Gardo until this morning. When 
they came each greeted me with welcome & expressed pleasure at 
seeing me again & looking so well. I did not take hold of work, only to 
examine the recommends to the Temples. In the afternoon Prests 
Wfilford] Wood[r]uff, Geo. Q. Cannon & Jos F Smith & Bro Geo 
Reynolds & myself met in the office. The brethren expressed a desire 
that I would get together the Church Records which had been con- 
cealed during the raid made upon the Historian’s office & other 
places for the Church records and see that they are got into proper 
shape so there will he no gaps in the Church history. They expressed 
their entire confidence in my ability to do this, as none had been 
more familiar with this matter and the records than myself. I ex- 
pressed my willingness to do as requested for I felt that would give 
me more liberty from office desk work. It was also explained that Bro 
Geo F Gibbs, being a short hand reporter, could take the minutes of 
the office A business and record them day by day/' 

July 2, 1891; Thursday] I attended a meeting of the Directors of 
Zion’s Savings Bank & Trust Co. and the Directors of the Templeton 
Hotel 44 Company, and acted as secretary of the meeting. The Hotel 
does not pay, the stockholders have lost some $12.00000. They are 
willing to keep on if others can be induced to take stock with them 
and not expect dividends for a year or two. They must have some 
help or they must quit the business. They have property enough on 
hand to pay all their debts except the Stockholders. On motion it was 
decided to loan the Hotel Company $ 1200.00 on an overdraft on the 
personal security of the Directors, and it was proposed to try and get 
more subscribers to the Stock. 4 ’ 


43 Nuttall had arrived in Salt Lake City the night before. 

44 “Hotel” is written over an illegible word. 

45 The First Presidency wrote to John W. Young the next day: “Zion’s Saving 
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Bros [William] Budge & C[harles] W. Nibley called. I attended a 
meeting of the Directors of the Deseret Telegraph Company. The 
company is not paying expenses by some $3000.00 per year. It was 
deemed proper to keep the line running & the Supt was instructed to 
reduce the expenses as much as possible & get as many of the offices 
to run on a percentage as he can so as to cut off much of the ex- 
penses. 

Yesterday morning Prest Geo Q Cannon took me to one side 
and said he wished me to not confine mysel[f] too closely to my work 
but take all the exercise I wished. He had felt alarmed for my health 
and wanted me to take care of myself. I told him that I could not keep 
myself so close as I had done. He said there was no need of my doing 
so, but to use my best judgment, and if I had anything to suggest at 
any time which I wished their action upon, he knew the First Presi- 
dency would grant it in my behalf, for they were interested in my wel- 
fare, and I must take as much outdoor exercise as possible. I thanked 
him for this expression of good feeling. 

[ July 4, 1891; Saturday] This being Independence day it is a general 
holiday. I do not feel very Jubilant for the freedom which I enjoy at 
the hands of our enemies, but I am truly thankful to the Lord for His 
mercies and that I am as free as I am. 


Bank [is] ... in a very straitened condition ... We have not had such a time in our coun- 
try for many years, if ever ... and we are dreadfully cramped. The sugar factory is in a 
fine condition, and there is every prospect of it being a very successful enterprise; but 
we need $200,000 today to meet the expenses necessary to start it and to pay the farm- 
ers for their beets, and where to get it we are at a loss to know. We have made an ef- 
fort to obtain funds in California, but have been unsuccessful, money is so stringent 
there. We are looking to the East, but where to go, to whom to apply, we cannot imag- 
ine at the present time.... 

“We trust that you will feel the importance of doing something to meet these 
loans, and that you will remit as early as possible; for we assure you we cannot im- 
press to strongly upon you the absolute necessity of our getting relief in this way. If 
you could send to this territory the means that we understand your creditors are ex- 
pecting it would bring great relief to the people, and might save many from distress, 
if not ruin. 

“We hear that you are making ventures in other directions which are likely to 
take the means that you will probably have at your control. We think, under present 
circumstances, that this would be very unwise, as you should meet your obligations 
here by all means, or your credit will be ruined in this territory. You will pardon us 
for speaking thus freely, but the urgency of the case demands plain speech on our 
part ...” (letter to Young, July 3, 1891, typescript in Kenney Papers, original in LDS 
Archives). 
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[July 5, 1891; Sunday] I found that [my daughter] Eleanor had gone 
out with some young man, A an outsider , A in a buggy for a ride, none 
of the family knew his name. I felt very much vexed and annoyed. I 
waited until after 10 o. clock. Could not stay longer as Bro [John] 
McHenry was sitting outside in his buggy with his little son waiting 
for me, but wished Leonard to have Eleanor come to me in the morn- 
ing. I drove to the Gardo House. Before returning to bed I asked the 
Lord for comfort for myself & protection for Eleanor that she might 
not come to any evil through being unwise and fall into the hands of 
wicked men. I was very much troubled. 

[July 6, 1891; Monday] Prest Geo. Q. Cannon &Jos F Smith requested 
me to examine the Church Ac[count] books and find out how much 
has been paid on Terr [?] ac[counts], Temples, School Houses, Indi- 
ans, Canals, etc. etc. by the Church from [the] Tithing funds, for use 
in testimony before the master in Chancery appointed by the Su- 
preme Court in the Church Suits. I promised to give my attention to 
that. 

[fidy 8, 1891; Wednesday] I have been busy in examining & hunting 
for The Financial Reports of the Church as passed upon by the Au- 
diting Committee, so as to be able to make such a report as the First 
Presidency want. 41 ’ 

[July 13, 1891; Monday] Found Prests Cannon & Smith at the Gardo 
& I engaged myself in making out a report as requested of the 
Church Tithings &c which I completed. 

I July 16, 1891; Thursday] I submitted my work on the report of the 
Church Tithings 8cc to Prest Geo Q. Cannon & he approved of the 
same & suggested a little fuller report for 1888 & 89 & 90 of expendi- 
tures from memorandums which I furnished. 


46 The First Presidency wrote: “The Church finances have been sorely strained in 
the effort to inaugurate and set in motion the sugar industry. We had scarcely got it 
started than the reaction came which followed the boom. To bail out would have been 
at a great loss of money and prestige, as also apparently dishonor. Our only light 
seemed in the direction of going on with the enterprise.... we have not received from 
the people one dollar where we expected ten. The weight has almost entirely fallen on 
the Church, and we have had to borrow as best we could on our personal and other 
such security ...” (letter to Brigham Young Jr., July 9, 1891, typescript in Kenney Pa- 
pers, original in LDS Archives). 
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[July 20, 1891; Monday] Prest Jos F Smith showed me a petition he 
had written to Prest Benjamin F Flarrison for Amnesty in his case. 
There is nothing in it which compromises. Bro Smith is not making 
any promises but stating facts. I approved of it. 

[ July 21, 1891; Tuesday 7 Prest Woodruff sat an hour for the Artist on 
his bust & went home at 12.30 p.m. 

[July 22, 1891; Wednesday] Engaged on the Council Record. 17 At- 
tended a meeting of the Directors of Z[ion’s] S[avings] B[ank] & 
T[rust] Co. and acted as Secretary of the meeting. Prest Geo. Q Can- 
non moved that the President, Vice Prest & Director be paid a salary 
for their services as such officers. Prestjos F Smith was not in favor of 
doing so at present so the motion was laid on the table. 

July 29, 1891; Wednesday] This morning Prestjos F Smith asked me 
what I knew about the course of Alonzo E. Hyde at the Hot Springs 
last April. Before I could answer him we were interrupted. After- 
wards I was sent for and Prests Woodruff, Geo. Q. Cannon & Jos F 
Smith requested me to tell them respecting A[lonzo] Hyde at the Hot 
Springs. I got my journal to refresh my memory and told them what 
had transpired, prefacing it by saying that I had requested Bro Lee 
Pratt to wait on A[lonzo] 48 E. Hyde & explain to him [Hyde] what had 
transpired. Then if Hyde felt disposed to put himself right with the 
Church authorities there need be nothing more said about it. The 
brethren thanked me for the course I took in this matter. Prest 
Woodruff expressed his views that Hyde was not fit to be a counselor 
to a Bishop or hold a standing in the Church. 

[August 3, 1 89 1; Monday ] This is Election day for our next Legislature 
& certain Co[un]ty officers. Very warm. I took my morning bath at 


47 By “Council Record,” Nuttall probably refers to the historical documents he 
was “get[ting] together ... which had been concealed during the raid made upon the 
Historian’s office ... so there will be no gaps in the Church history” (see entry for June 
30), specifically minutes of the weekly meetings of the First Presidency and Quorum 
of the Twelve. Nuttall is also busy “tak[ing] the minutes of the office business and re- 
cord[ing] them day by day” (June 30) for the Office Dailyjournal (see also Sept. 1, ff.), 
as well as providing documentation regarding the tithing funds, in compliance with a 
court order (see entry for July 6). All of these were distinct tasks, frequently referred 
to in the subsequent entries. 

48 The letter “A” is written over the letter “E”. 
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the Hot Springs. 4 ' Find my legs are much better. Engaged on the 
Council Record. I exam[in]ed the files of the “Deseret News” for 
1878, ’79, ’80, to find if the Financial Statements of the Trustee-in- 
Trust had been published & found they were not, which I was satis- 
fied was the case. The record showed the statements were read to the 
Conference.... The Liberals gained the victory at the Election in Salt 
Lake City to-day. The Main Street was a pandemonium to-night, with 
yells, tin horns, drum corps, bonfires, fireworks &c &c. I called at the 
Democratic Headquarters & found them quite despondent. 

[August 4, 1891; Tuesday] Prest Geo Q. Cannon requested me to 
meet with him & Prests Woodruff 8c Smith & Bro Geo Reynolds 
when he explained his willingness to be made a party defendent in 
the suit against the B[ullion] B[eck] & C[hampion] M[ining] Com- 
pany] ’s [board] by Col. [Isaac] Trumbo et. al. Bro John M Cannon 
who was also present explained the reason why the attorneys for 
Trumbo et. al had not put him as co defendent, being that the suit 
was brought against the members of the Board A only A who were 
present at the meetings & took action on the matters in dispute. We 
therefore concluded that Bro. Cannon could not be entered as a co- 
defendant. 

[August 7, 1891; Friday] Prests Woodruff & Cannon left this morn- 
ing at 1025 for Montpelier [Idaho] to Paris [Idaho] to attend the 
Bear Lake Stake Conference.... Bro Lehi Pratt called & had an inter- 
view with Prest Jos F. Smith & A myself A . He related the course of 
Aflonzo] E. Hyde at the Hot Springs last April. In connection with 
what I had already stated, he said that Hyde let that Strumpet have a 
check for $100.00 & a check for $200.00 which were cashed at 
Ogden by Mr [Tommy] Needham— he also run a bill at the Saloon 
for wines & liquors of $62.00. This, with the 41.00 he had with him, 
was $403.00 for l 50 days A & 1 nights A sport, in a Saloon with a com- 
mon strumpet. 

[August 19, 1891; Wednesday] Prestjos. F Smith told me last evening 
that the petition he wrote out some time since to President Benj Har- 

49 This reference may be to the Warm Springs Bath House located at the north 
edge of Salt Lake City rather than to the Saratoga Hot Springs in Utah Valley. 

50 The number “1” is written over the number “2”. 
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rison asking for a pardon had been signed by Judge [Charles S.] 
Zane, Secretary [Elijah] Sells, 3 of the Utah Commission (the Repub- 
licans) & Gov A | rthur | L Thomas & been sent to Washington D.C. to 
the President. I hope he will soon have his freedom. 

[August 20, 1891; Thursday] Conversed with Prest G[eorge] Q Can- 
non on the Edward Jones Estate matter. He thought I had better see 
Miss R Jones & see if the matter cannot be settled outside of the 
Courts. A pleasant day. I called on Miss R Jones this afternoon, and 
after conversation on her Uncles Estate matter, she decided that she 
would not go into Court with the case on any consideration; but she 
would write to her brother Brigham & if he is willing they will submit 
the whole business to arbitrators & they will so inform their half 
brother Dan. If the boys agree to this, on my being so informed, I 
agreed to write to Prest Cfanute] Petersen and ask him if he is willing 
to submit the matter to arbitration, if so to then proceed & if not 
then for those disatisfied to take their own course. 

[August 21, 1891; Friday] Prest Geo Q Cannon informed me of an in- 
terview the Presidency had with Bros M[oses] Thatcher & Wm B. 
Preston & Bro H[iram] B Clawson on Bullion Beck Mining Co. af- 
fairs, wherein some plain talk was had in making explanations as to 
the actions of Bros Thatcher & Preston. He said he wished I had been 
present. I said I would have been pleased to be present, which he said 
would be the case if anymore such meetings were had. We talked to- 
gether for a short time on those affairs & recalled several incidents 
which occurred in the days of Prest John Taylor. Prest Geo Q Can- 
non left for California this evening in the interest of the Sugar Com- 
pany &c. Bro H[eber] J. Grant was to accompany him, but owing to 
his wifes illness he did not go. I walked down home with Prest Jos F 
Smith & then went to Sophia’s. 

Bro F[rancis] M Lyman went to Provo this morning and re- 
turned this afternoon. 

[August 25, 1891; Tuesday] [In Provo, I] called on Prest A[braham] O. 
Smoot at his office. Bros. David John, H[arvey] H. Cluff, Bp [Evan] 
Wride & Bro A. Holloday were also present. Bro Smoot told me of 
his failing health. He is troubled with Diabetis. We had a good 
friendly chat in which I suggested the propriety of Bro Smoot reliev- 
ing himself of some of the burdens upon him & rest his body & mind. 
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He said he felt like doing so. I spoke to them & gave my objections to 
the sale of the north part of the meeting House block for business 
purposes, also gave my reasons and left them with a better under- 
standing, as they were not in full sympathy with the movement. 1 do 
not think sales will be made. I promised to see the First Presidency 
about it & let Bro David John know their views. 

[August 26, 1891; Wednesday] Engaged in my room reading &c con- 
versing with Bro Geo Reynolds. Attended the meeting of the Direc- 
tors of Z[ion’s] SJavings] B[ank] & TJrust] Co at 2 p.m. 

[August 27, 1891; Thursday] Bro F[rancis] M Lyman slept with me last 
night. I talked to him about the proposed sale of a part of the Meet- 
ing House lot at Provo. He was in favor of it, but 1 think I changed his 
mind. He also learned Prest Jos F Smiths views on the matter as being 
opposed to it.... A Prest Smith had an interview with A[lonzo] E. 
Hyde, He confessed to everything charged except connection with 
the Strumpet. FJrancis] M Lyman, J[ohn] H[enry] Smith & Lee Pratt 
present. A 

[August 28, 1891; Friday] Prest Jos F Smith & myself spoke to Prest 
WJilford] Woodruff about the proposed sale of a part of the Provo 
Meeting House lot. He is opposed to it & as he purposed attending 
the Stake Conference there next Sunday & Monday, he said he 
wanted a copy of the record which had been taken when the matter 
was considered by the First Presidency so that he could be posted 
should the matter be called up. This was furnished to him. 

[August 31, 1891; Monday]! concluded to spend the day [in Provo] at 
home visiting, did not attend the conference meetings. Prests W[il- 
ford] Woodruff & Geo. Q. Cannon & Apostles FJrancis] M. Lyman, 
JJohn] Hfenry] Smith & A[braham] H. Cannon were there today. 

[September 1, 1891; Tuesday] Engaged in my room [o]n the Office 
Daily Journal. Talked with Bro. FJrancis] M. Lyman about Bro 
Bfenjamin] Cluff Jr & the Bfrigham] Y[oung] Academy. Saw John 
Beck in the Street for a few minutes. 

[September 3, 1891; Thursday] At the request of Prest Geo. Q. Cannon 
I called on Attys F[ranklin] S. Richards & LeCrand Young to obtain 



all the data they have in regard to his Bond Suit. M It appears they fur- 
nished Prest Cannon all their papers about 1 year ago, which he re- 
membered when I told him. We had a slight shower of rain this after- 
noon. At the request of Prest Jos. F. Smith I examined the copy of 
complaint of the Josephite Church against the Hedrickite church for 
the Temple Block at Independence, Mo. The Josephites claim to be 
the Original church of Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints & that Brig- 
ham Young & the Saints who came to Utah, also the Hedrickites, are 
A branches & A offshoots from them & they claim the land by deed 
from Edward Pa[r]tridge through Oliver Cowderys child & Edward 
Part[r]idge as the Trustee of the original church obtain[e]d the deed 
from the US gover[n]m[en]t. The Hedrickites being poor thejoseph- 
ites expect to get the land from them; in which case if our church ever 
obtains it it will be at a heavy cost, unless we intervene & become a 
party in this suit. $30000 was sent to the Hedrickites to help them in 
their suit. 

[September 4, 1891; Friday ] I conversed with Bro Geo Reynolds on the 
present outlook of affairs in a church capacity & we were both of the 
same mind. I had an interview with Bro. K[arl] G. Maeser in regard to 
the B[righam] Y[oung] Academy & I felt to give him words of encour- 
agement. Bro B[enjamin] Cluffjr. has caused Bro Maeser much trou- 
ble through his ambitious desires to conduct the B. Y. Academy in his 
own way. Bro M[aeser] left me feeling well. I explained to him my ac- 
tion in preventing the sale of a part of the Provo Meeting House lot. 

[September 7, 1891; Monday] By the Press dispatches we learn that 
Prest B[enjamin] Harrison grant[e]d amnesty to-day to Prest Jos F. 
Smith. This word was sent to him by telegraph to Logan. I feel very 
thankful for this good word. 

[September 13, 1891; Sunday] I attended the Sabbath School [in 
Provo] in the 1st ward and [o]n invitation of BpJ[ohn] P. R Johnson 
spoke to the children. I was so filled with emotion on arising that it 
was with difficulty that I spoke but soon felt better. Having been so 
long away & being introduced to the children overcame me. After- 
wards Bro S[amuel] S. Jones & myself went through the house & I 
spoke briefly to 2 of the classes, one of them the Young Ladies. I 


51 See entry for June 15, 1879. 
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walked out with Elizabeth to the new Building for the B[righam] 
Y[oung] Academy, Mary & Joseph also along with us. I attended the 
1st ward meeting this evening and spoke 30 minutes to a very good 
congregation. Saw many of my old friends.... We had a good time & 
many scenes of old times were spoken of. I enjoyed myself very 
much. 

[September 14, 1891; Monday] I arose early 8c leaving my folks took the 
7 45 a.m. train for Salt Lake City. Walked up to the Gardo. Met Bro 
H[iram] B Clawson who explained to me an interview he had with 
Bro John Beck on his B[ullion] BJeck] & C[hampion] M[ining] Cos. 
affairs, which showed that Bro Beck was not disposed to do fairly by 
Bro Clawson on his claim against the company. Also met Bro Frank 
Armstrong who explained as to his labors in Idaho, ranching &c. He 
is doing very well & prospering, opening a ranch on Battle Creek a 
tributary of Bear River. I wrote out notices for publication of the 
coming Semi Annual Conference which will commence on Sunday, 
October 4th 1891, at 10 a.m. in the Tabernacle. Engaged on the Of- 
fice Daily Journal. Brest Jos. F’ Smith returned home from Logan on 
Friday evening & was at the office today. 

[September 15, 1891; Tuesday] The Irrigation Congress of Delegates 
from the Western States & Territories convened and organized to- 
day. Bro John M Cannon returned from Independence, Mo., yester- 
day. Called & reported his labors on the Temple Block matter. Felt 
that the Hidrickites would gain their suit. He brought a few peaches 
which grew on the Block. I got 2. He was requested to have the no- 
tices published for the proving up on the Desert’ 3 Entries of Prests 
Woodruff, Cannon, Smith & myself at Deseret mine, [which] is set 
for A Thursday Nov 12, 1891 , A Engaged in the Office Dailyjournal. 

[September 16, 1891; Wednesday] Engaged in writing orders for Ac- 
counts in the Presidents Office to meet the requirements of our At- 
torneys in the Church Suit, before the Master-in-Chancery, at the re- 
quest of Prest Geo Q Cannon. 

52 This was the first National Irrigation Congress, organized to revamp outdated 
water management laws and practices. It was part of a larger effort to “reclaim” the 
West, a movement that gained greater momentum following passage of the Reclama- 
tion Act of 1902. 

53 “Desert” is written over an illegible word. 



Bp [Carl C. N.] Dorius of Ephraim called to see me & we had a 
good time in conversation together. 

Bro [Samuel J.] Sudbury accompanied me to the Exposition 
Building whilst the Irrigation Congress were in session. I saw & 
heard Mr C[harles] C Goodwin, Editor of the Salt Lake “Tribune,” 
also Hon J[ohn] P. Irish of California, who is a fine looking man & a 
good speaker, also Senator [Francis E.] Warren of Wyoming, a good 
friend to Utah & her people. I attended the Choral Society Concert 
at the Tabernacle and was much pleased with the entertainment. 

[September 17, 1891; Thursday] I attended a meeting of the Z[ion’s] 
B[ank] & Tfrust] Co at 2 p.m.... Bro ■''Lee* Pratt told me that the 
Bambergers are trying to get the charge of the Springs from him, 
having offered John Beck $500.00 per mo. Lee is now paying 
$250.00 per mo. I agreed to have someone see [that] J[ohn] Beck was 
to keep Lee there. I afterwards spoke to Prest Jos F Smith who will 
see Bro M[oses] Thatcher about it, who has influence with Beck. 

[September 18, 1891; Friday] The Irrigation Congress adjourned last 
evening. Leonard called to see me & told me that Teenie was safely 
delivered of a dead 6 months old child last M night & that she is now 
doing very well & feels well. 

[September 19, 1891; Saturday] Called at Leonards. Found Teenie do- 
ing well & feeling quite cheerful. Hers is a very peculiar case. She con- 
ceived and felt life at the usual time & until 6 mo when she was taken 
sick & flowed considerable, yet felt all the time that she had not lost 
her child. She continued on from that time feeling better & worse for 
7 months (13 months in all) and was safely deliv[er]ed night before 
last of her dead babe. It was quite natural, no signs of decay. The 
womb had become closed & it was with great effort that the Doctor 
delivered her. 

[September 21, 1891; Monday] I went to the Temple [in Manti] with 
Bro [Henry F.] McCune & C. A. C. & went through the building. It is 
truly beautiful in all its parts. Conversed with Bro Anderson, one of 
the Recorders, & others of the brethren workers. 

[September 22, 1891; Tuesday] Went to the Temple in the Temple ve- 
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hide. There were quite [a] number of baptisms for renewal of health 
and for the Dead. I met Prest A[nthon] H Lund who received me 
very kindly & had conversation with him. I felt much impressed to be 
baptized for my health and Bro Alstrom provided me suitable cloth- 
ing so I was baptized 7 times by Bro John Bench. Bro Simon T. Beck 
was mouth in blessing me & Bro David F Fauns & John Fluber were 
witnesses. 

[September 23, 1891; Wednesday] At the opening services in the Tem- 
ple, Prest [Anthon H.] Lund asked me to speak to the Saints which I 
did and had good freedom. I followed up in the Endowments. Had 
Prest Lund & some of the brethren administer to me for my health. 
Bro [Henry F.] McCune anointed and Prest Lund [was] mouth in 
blessing. I conversed with Bro Lund on the subject of adoption & 
promised to send him what I wrote as dictated by Prest John Taylor 
on that subject. Met with Sister C in the sealing room & we con- 
firmed our covenant with each other. ” ... We spent the evening in 
Testimonies & Singing. I spoke of our adventure in the Colorado 
River when Bp [Lorenzo] Roundy was drowned & the miraculous es- 
cape of Prest D[aniel] H. Wells, also on the efficasy of Prayer in the 
preservation of Prest Taylor & party while he was on the under- 
ground & until his death. 

55 Nuttall was likely sealed to a third wife, but the arrangement was in secret and 
the circumstances are sketchy. “Sister C” was Catherine Ann Conover, with whose fa- 
ther Nuttall had served in the Utah and Black Hawk Wars. According to the Interna- 
tional Genealogical Index, Nuttall was sealed to Conover on October 20, 1905, in the 
Manti temple, ten months after Nuttall’s death (IGI, vol. 5, film 170513; heir indexes, 
1888-1944, Manti Temple). Either they had wanted to be sealed earlier and were told 
to wait until relations with the federal government improved— in which case the cur- 
rent entry would refer to a more informal promise to each other— or the later sealing 
confirmed the earlier, more confidential one. In either case, one can surmise that this 
was the topic of Nuttall’s talk with Manti temple president Daniel H. Wells a year ear- 
lier (Oct. 30), wherein they discussed some “personal affairs.” 

Born in 1840 in Hancock, Illinois, Catherine Ann married Joseph Hunt in 1857 
and bore three children. The ancestral file and census records indicate that Joseph 
and Catherine Ann probably separated before 1880, perhaps after Joseph took a sec- 
ond wife in 1879 (U.S. Census, 1870, Star Valley, Elk County, Wyoming; 1880, Rich- 
field, Sevier County; Minersville, Beaver County, Utah). I am gratefully indebted to 
Kathryn Daynes for tracking down the above information. 

The diaries provide other cryptic references to Nuttall’s relationship to Catherine 
Ann. On December 4, Nuttall had a “talk with Bro. A[nthon] H. Lund about Manti 
Temple matters See— 8c sent kind regards to Bro Wells, Sister C. & others.” Three days 
earlier than the present entry Nuttall toured the interior of the temple with “C. A. C.” 
(Sept. 21). Other references to Catherine Ann are “C. A.” (Dec. 12, 1891) and “C. A. 
Hunt” (Feb. 12, June 8, Sept. 24, 1889). 
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[September 24, 1891; Thursday] Arrived at Salt Lake City at 6.00 p.m. 
Went to the Gardo, found that Prest Jos F Smith had received his 
Amnesty papers last Monday, Sept 21st, and he had been using his 
freedom some. 

[September 25, 1891; Friday] Met Prestjos F Smith. He let me read his 
Amnesty papers and he felt well. Had visited nearly all the brethren 
& sisters with whom he had lived while on the underground. Prests 
Woodruff & Cannon are also well, and came to the Gardo. 

[September 26, 1891; Saturday] A I attended a meeting of the Stock- 
holders of the Deseret News Company this afternoon & Elected Di- 
rectors. A 

[September 28, 1891; Monday] I finished writing on the New Order 
Book for the President’s office. Prestjos F Smith attended the meet- 
ing yesterday & spoke to the Saints after an absence from the meet- 
ings of over 7 years. He felt well as did all the Saints. Prest Geo Q. 
Cannon followed hint.... This morning I met Bp J[ohn] P. RJohnson 
at Provo. He informed me that the People of Provo had appointed 
the 4 Bishops of the Wards a committee to meet with and learn the 
minds of the First Presidency from their own words as to the sale of a 
portion of the Provo Meeting House block on the north side. They 
expect to meet after conference.... Mr C[yrus] E Dallin is making a 
small statue of the late Prest Brigham Young, as a pattern of the one 
to be enlarged. I examined it & found it correct. 

[September 30, 1891; Wednesday] I am engaged on another order book 
for the Presidents office in opening new accounts. I attended the 
meeting of the Board of Zion’s Saving’s Bank & Trust Company at 1 
p.m. 

[October 1, 1891 ; Thursday] Bro J[ames] E. Talmage invited me to at- 
tend the Fast day Services at the Latter-day Saints College at 10 a.m., 
which I did. Bro Alston accompanied me. Prestjos F Smith & Elder 
F[rancis] M. Lyman also present. We all spoke to the students & bore 
our testimonies. I attended the meeting of the Presidency & Apostles 
at 2 p.m. and kept the record. 
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[October 4, 1891; Sunday] The 62nd Semi Annual Conference con- 
vened this mor[n]ing at 10 oclock in the Large Tabernacle.... Prest 
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Wfilford] Woodruff expressed] his thanks for the blessings received 
& the privilege of attending another conference. He felt to say God 
bless President [Benjamin] Harrison for granting amnesty to Prest 
Jos F. Smith, also to bless every other man who had a[l]s[o] assisted to 
bring this about. Prest Jos F. Smith followed & then Prest Geo. Q. 
Cannon.... 

I attended the Priesthood meeting at 7 oclock. Prests Geo Q 
Cannon, Jos F. Smith & W[ilford] Woodruff. The nature, powers, du- 
ties and responsibilities of the Priesthood were dwelt upon, also 
other subjects & a good spirit prevailed.... Employment should be 
furnished to the poor, missionaries should be appointed to visit 
among the Saints at their homes. To refrain from all conduct that is 
improper and exercise an influence for peace. Govern the families in 
love, avoiding all forms of harshness. 

[October 5, 1891; Monday] I attended the conference meeting at 10 
a.m.... The Territorial Fair was opened at 12 m.... I attended the Gen- 
eral Annual Meeting of the Stockholders of ZCMI at the Shoe Fac- 
tory at 1 2 15 p.m. The report of the President was read’ 6 & adopted. 
The old Board of Directors & President, Secretary & Treasurer were 
re-elected, viz: W[ilford] Woodruff Prest, M[oses] Thatcher Vice 
Prest, Tfhomas] G. Webber Secretary], A[ugust] W Carlsen Trea- 
sury, Geo. Q. Cannon, Jos F. Smith, John Sharp, H[eber] J Grant, 
Geo Romney, J[ohn] R Winder, Hfenry] Dinwoody,J[ohn] R Barnes, 
P[hilo] T. Farnsworth, W[illiam] H. Rowe &John Henry Smith Direc- 
tors. Adjourn[e]d. 3% dividend was declared. 

1 afteiwards attended the ceremonies at the “Eagle Gate.” In the 
South East Pillar a cavity had been made in the base, wherein a small 
box should be placed. The box, a tin one, contained ’ 7 A copies of A the 
Newspapers, “Deseret News” & [“JSalt Lake Herald," daily Semi 
Weekly & Weekly, also [put] in [a] “Tribune” ofjuly 26, 1891, also the 
“Juvenile Instructor.” A package of Photographs carefully sealed in 
an oil skin covering of the “Gardo,” “BeeHive” & “Lion” Houses, the 
old Eagle Gate, Temple, Tabernacle & likenesses of Brigham Young, 
W[ilford] Woodruff, Geo Q Cannon, A & A Jos F Smith, John Henry 
Smith & Dfaniel] H. Wells, by C[harles] E. Johnson— also a collection 
of photographs from C[harles] R. Savages Art Gallery, together with 


56 The word “read” is written over an illegible word. 

57 The word “contained” is written over an illegible word. 


473 



8 . 1891-1892 


a beautiful polished plate of pure copper bearing the following in- 
scription engraved by Bro David McKenzie, “The Eagle Gate was 
erected in 1859, Hiram B. Clawson designer, Ralph Ramsey & Wm 
Bell carvers. It formed part of a cobble stone wall eight feet high and 
500 rods long, which surrounded the grounds of President Brigham 
Young, and was built by him as a protection against Indians, and to 
furnish labor to the unemployed. Torn down in 1890 to widen the 
street and to permit the passage of electric cars. Rebuilt in 1891.” 

Business and visiting cards bearing the names of nearly all pres- 
ent were also placed in the box, mine among the rest, together with 
the date. Prest Geo Q Cannon closed the box & put it in the cavity at 
110 p.m. and at 113 p.m. the Stone was laid. There were no speeches. 
The affair was altogether quiet & unpretentious. 

[October 6, 1891; Tuesday] I attended conference meeting. Prayer by 
Elder Daniel D McArthur. Elder C[harles] W. Penrose spoke & re- 
ferred to the false statements set forth in the Annual report of the 
Utah Commission to the Secretary of the Interior of the U.S. in re- 
gard to the Latter day Saints, followed by Prest W[ilford] Woodruff, 
Elders M[oses] Thatcher, F[ranklin] S Richards &John T. Caine on 
A this same subject. A Bro John Clark moved that a committee of five 
be appointed to draft & present to the conference resolutions as will 
refute and deny these statements and set in proper order our views 
in regard to these matters. This was seconded by several persons & 
carried unanimously with a combined shout of ayes that seemed to 
shake the building. On motion Prest W[ilford] Woodruff named 
John Clark, chairman, Wm H. Rowe, C[harles] W Penrose, John T. 
Caine & F[ranklin] S. Richards as the committee to report their reso- 
lutions at 2 p.m. today. Benediction by Elder John R. Murdock. 

At 2 p.m. I attended meeting. Prayer by Elder John Nicholson. 
Elders A[nthon] H. Lund & A| braham] H. Cannon spoke, as the 
committee were not ready to report. After which the committee ar- 
rived & Elder John T Caine read the report and resolutions. Mr Chas 
Ellis made a few remarks in favor of the resolutions A & offered an 
amendment^ also Bro B[righam] H Roberts. The preamble & reso- 
lutions were unanimously adopted by raising the right hand & saying 
aye. 58 Elder John T. Caine also read a declaration of the First Presi- 
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58 The response to the Utah Commission’s report was that the church member- 
ship “den[ies] most emphatically ... that the Church dominates its members in political 
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dency on the same subject. On motion of Bro M[oses] Thatcher this 
declaration was received & endorsed as true. 59 Prest Gfeorge] Q. 
Cannon presented the authorities of the church who were sustained 
by vote. Prest Jacob Gates, Patriarch Lorenzo Young, Prest Geo Q 
Cannon & Prest Woodruff spoke. Prest Woodruff blessed the people 
& after singing offered the benediction & conference adjourned till 
April 1892. We have had a most glorious time at Conference. I can 
Lully appreciate it because I have not been able to attend a confer- 
ence since October 1884, now 7 years. 

[October 7, 1891; Wednesday] My daughter A Mary A came up from 
Provo & called to see me, as I was going to a meeting of the Presi- 
dents of Stake, Bishops &c. I requested her to go to the Fair & then 
call on me after, which she did. I attended the meeting & we had a 
good time for 5 hours. Many subjects of interest— Political matters, 
Finishing the Salt Lake Temple, Defense fund, Sugar Company, Em- 
ploying the Poor, Whitneys History of Utah &c &c. wi 


matters” or that “any polygamous marriages [had been] solemnized among the Lat- 
ter-day Saints” since the Manifesto of 1890— that “statements which convey the idea 
that such marriages have been contracted [are] false and misleading” (Brian H. Stuy, 
ed., Collected Discourses: Delivered by President Wilford Woodruff, His Two Counselors, the 
Twelve Apostles , and Others [Salt Lake City: BHS Publishing, 1987], 2:272-74). 

According to historian D. Michael Quinn, new plural marriages during the early 
post-Manifesto period of 1890-91 were solemnized in Canada and Mexico, and those 
in the United States were performed without specific authorization of the First Presi- 
dency (“LDS Church Authority and New Plural Marriages, 1890-1904,” Dialogue: A 
Journal of Mormon Thought 18 [Spring 1985], 570). 

59 The Declaration of the First Presidency denied the Utah Commission’s asser- 
tion that “eighteen male persons” and “an equal number of females” had “entered 
into polygamous marriages during the year,” emphasizing that this was “utterly with- 
out foundation in truth. We repeat in the most solemn manner ... that there have 
been no plural marriages solemnized during the period named. Polygamy or plural 
marriage has not been taught, neither has there been given permission to any person 
to enter into its practice, but on the contrary, it has been strictly forbidden” (Stuy, ed., 
Collected Discourses, 2:274-75). 

60 According to the office journal of the First Presidency: “Meeting of the 
Twelve, Seven Presidents of Seventy, Stake Presidents and Bishops held in the 18th 
Ward chapel. 

“President Joseph F. Smith was called upon to speak. He said he regarded it of 
the highest importance that the leading and presiding officers in the Church, to whom 
the people look for guidance and counsel, should be united and able to see alike in all 
matters pertaining to the vital interests of the Church. 

“He then dwelt upon the changed condition of affairs since the manifesto was is- 
sued by President Woodruff and the state of things which led up to its issuance. He 
stated that while it was right and proper to take the position which we have been com- 


475 



8 . 1891-1892 


[October 8, 1891 ; Thursday] Elder John W. Taylor wants to get some 
$2000.00 from Sophia & give her good security. I talked with him 
about it, also about the stock on the B[ullion] B[eck] & Cfhampion] 
Mjining] Cos belonging to the Estate of Brest John Taylor. He told 
me they had sold the Stock for $250,000.00 to John Beck, and hold 
the Stock in security. He has paid some $60,000.00 which has been 
divided among the heirs. I talked with him about my bill against the 
company and walked with him to the U[nion] Pfacific] depot making 
explanations. He said he would talk to Bro Moses Thatcher about it. 
Brojames A Cushing asked me to sign a note with him for $ 150.00 at 
Zions Savings Bank & Trust Co. Bank, which I did, payable in 3 
months. I do not like to do such a thing, but to befriend Bro jimmy, 1 
did do so, on his positive declaration to see the note paid on time. 1 
wrote out Prest John Taylor’s views on Adoption for 1 ’ 1 Bro A[nthon | 
H. Lund & handed the same to him yesterday. 

[October 12, 1891; Monday] The Utah Sugar Company started their 
works this morning. I have been engaged on the new order book to- 
day. I arranged with Bro John W. Taylor to let him have $2000.00 of 
Sophia’s money, but did not conclude the matter today. 

[October 14, 1891; Wednesday] Yesterday I handed the $2000.00 to 
Bro John W Taylor & got his note for the same payable 1 year after 
date, with 10% interest per annum. He promised to bring me some 
good securities. 

[October 15, 1891; Thursday] I reed a letter from my daughter Clara 
asking me to attend the Bfrigham] Y[oung] Academy exercises to- 
morrow on “Founders day,” it being 16 years since the Academy was 
founded. I got out some more papers for F[ranklin] S. Richards on 


pelled to by the government, no man could be justified in the sight of God in violating 
his covenants with his family. This would not only bring down upon us the displeasure 
of God, but the contempt of honorable non-Mormons. Where it was not safe to live 
with our plural families in the territory the best arrangements possible should be made 
to take them beyond the jurisdiction of the United States. He himself proposed to 
obey the law, as he had promised to do. But he proposed to take care of his family all 
the same.... 

“The President endorsed what President Smith had said about taking care of our 
plural families, and that we should keep the law” (First Presidency Office Journal, Oct. 
7, 1891, typescript in Quinn Papers). 

61 The word “for” is written over an illegible word. 
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the Tithings, for use in the Church Suits which comes on next Mon- 
day before the Master-in-Chancery. Busy on the Office Dailyjournal. 

[October 19, 1891; Monday] The brethren of the First Presidency at- 
tended the Court of the Master in Chancery in the Church suits. 
Prests Woodruff & Cannon testified.*’ 2 I have been engaged on the 
new Account Books in the Presidents office & making out a 63 final 
statement of the accounts. 

[October 20, 1891; Tuesday] The Presidency attended court and Prest 
Jos F Smith testified this morning.... I finished the statements of the 
account books & put them on Prest Geo. Q. Cannon’s table. Pre- 
pared for starting to Deseret this afternoon at 4 oclock. Prest Jos F. 
Smith & wifejulina, C[harles] H. Wilcken & daughter Minnie, Sister 
B[righam] Y[oung] Ffampton, John Q. Cannon, Frank J. Cannon, 
A ]esse W Fox A & myself left on the 4 p.m. U[nion] Pfacific] train for 
Deseret. 

[October 26, 1891; Monday] Went to the Gardo. Prests Woodruff & 
Cannon [are away] attending the Bannock Stake Conference. I was 
kept busy at the Gardo & Presidents office.... Bro Lee Pratt informed 
me that he had rec[e]ived written notice to quit at the [Hot] Springs 
on the 19th of next month. I spoke to Prest Jos F. Smith about it, also 
to Bro C[harles] H. Wilcken, to try & get some influence to bear on 
John Beck to retain Lee in his present position as manager at the 
baths. Bro Smith promised to see Bro M[oses] Thatcher about it & 
Bro Wilcken would see Prest Geo. Q. Cannon on the subject. I called 
at Sophia’s this evening. I find there is much feeling among the peo- 
ple in regard to the testimony given by Prests Woodruff & Cannon 
[o]n the Manifesto before the Master in Chancery. h4 Sophia feels all 

62 Woodruff wrote, “For the first time in my life 1 was Called before the Master 
in chancery to testify upon the principal of Poligainy, all of which was published in the 
Daily papers” (Scott G. Kenney, ed., Wilford Woodruffs Journal, 1833-1898, 9 vols. [Mid- 
vale, Utah: Signature Books, 1983-85], 9:166 [Oct. 19, 1891]). The judge asked Presi- 
dent Woodruff if the Manifesto was intended to dissolve existing relationships and 
end “cohabitation” with plural wives, to which the LDS president shocked the church 
by answering “Yes, sir, that has been my view” (Stuy, ed., Collected Discourses, 282-83). 
See, e.g., the reaction of Nuttall’s own family, entry for October 26. 

The letter “a” is written over the letters “fin”. 

64 The president told a Sunday congregation: “The Lord has revealed to me that 
there are many in the Church who feel badly tried about the Manifesto and also about 
the Testimony of the Presidency and Apostl[e]s before the Master in Chancery. The 
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right & I gave her all the encouragement I could to keep quiet & we 
would trust in the Lord to help us to do our duty to each other & to 
the Church. We did not feel that the Lord wished us to abandon our 
covenants or fail in doing our full duty; but to trust in Him & do 
right, for we were joined together in the Holy bonds of Matrimony 
according to His revelations & we could not repudiate our position 
& condition in life. 

[October 27, 1891; Tuesday] Prests Woodruff & Cannon returned this 
morning. Bro [William C.] Spence showed me a petition to Prest 
B[enjamin] Harrison which he was copying, asking for Amnesty for 
the Saints who are in the Polygamic relation. Prest Jos F Smith in- 
formed me that Bro Brigham Young [Jr] had sent a letter informing 
the Presidency that Bro John W. Young is seriously troubled with 
rheumatizm & sciatica, also [a]n ab[s]cess [o]n one foot & his condi- 
tion is quite serious. He is now in Paris, France. 

[November 2, 1891; Monday] I attended the Birthday anniversary of 
the late President John Taylor at his late residence. Met with the fam- 
ily at 530 p.m. The evening was spent in eating a cold collation [anti- 
pasto], after which a programme was carried out. Geo J. Taylor made 
a few remarks & recounted the numbers in the family as follows, 
showing an incre[a]se in one year of [blank], 

I sang the “Seer,” followed by remarks on the life & character of 
Prest Taylor by Thos E. Taylor. A 1 ” musical duet by Bro Clive [?] & 
Maggie Taylor. Bro B[righam] H Roberts [spoke] on the life of Prest 
Taylor or his History which he has written. Recitation by Miss Hyde. 
Song See &c. The children were entertained in another room. I 
helped to please them by introducing the game of putting the tail on 
the donkey & they had much fun. 

Lord has Commanded me to put the following question to the Saints, and those who 
will give Attention to it shall have the Holy Ghost to be with them to inspire them to 
Answer that question for themselves, and the Lord has promised that the Answer will 
be to all alike. The question is this. Which is the wisest course for the latter Day Saints 
to persue, to Continue to attempt to practice plural Marriage with the Laws of the Na- 
tion against it and the opposition of 60,000,000 of People and at the Cost of Confisca- 
tion and loss of all the Temples and the stoping of all the ordinances therein both for 
the living & the Dead And the imprisinment of the First Presidency and Twelve and 
the leaders or heads of family in the Church And the Confiscation of the personal 
property of the People All of which of themselve[s] would stop the Practice?” (Kenney, 
ed., Wilford Woodruffs Journal, 9:168-170 [Oct. 25, Nov. 5, 1891]). 

65 The article “a” is written over the word “at”. 
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[November 12, 1891; Thursday] Judge [Charles S.] Zane decided in the 
3rd Dist Court yesterday against the Church in the Church Suits for 
Escheat. The First Presidency decided this morning to vacate the 
Gardo House for church offices on the last of this month, and move 
into the Templeton Hotel building, 66 & use the same for church 
offices. 

[November 13, 1891; Friday ] 1 went to the Gardo & was engaged in ad- 
dressing envelopes to the Bishops to contain [a] circular pertaining 
to it no longer being necessary to send Temple Recomm[en]ds to 
Brest Woodruff for his endorsement. The names of the Bishop & 
Prest of Stake being all that is necessary to admit to the Temples.... 
The First Presidency to-day concluded to move into the old office 
known as the Bfrigham] Y[oung] offices, instead of the Templeton. 6 ' 

[November 16, 1891; Monday] Prests Woodruff 8c Cannon at Ogden 
to-day & Prest Smith at Sanpete for Conferences Saturday & yester- 
day. Henry A W A Laurence, U.S. Rece[i]ver, has a notice in the Herald 
to rent the Gardo House for 1 year. 

[November 17, 1891; Tuesday I Brest Woodruff 8c Counselors decided 
to move into the B[righam] Y[oung] offices at the end of the month. 

[November 18, 1891; Wednesday] Engaged on the Office Dailyjournal 
for 1883. 1 find that symptoms of the trouble in my face is again ap- 
pearing in itching & color on my forehead & about my eyes. I am tak- 
ing 8c have been taking things to keep this away, but it seems to follow 
me.... 1 went with Bros SaintJ Sudbury 8c Apollos Driggs to the “Won- 
derland” Dime Museum this evening 8c paid for their tickets. Saw 

86 The Templeton Hotel was located on the southeast corner of the intersection 
of South Temple and Main Streets. The church decided to refurbish the hotel, which 
was in poor condition, and convert it into office space (see next entry). But this was a 
temporary measure and the building would be closed down six years later. See Ken- 
ney, ed., Wilford Woodruff's Journal, 9:173, 512 (Nov. 23, 25, 1891; Sept. 30, 1897). 

®7 The so-called Brigham Young offices were in the small connecting space be- 
tween the Lion House, where Young had lived with some of his family, and the next- 
door Beehive House, where others of his wives and children had lived. These structures 
lay adjacent to the temple block. Nevertheless, the Templeton Building would house 
most of the church’s employees, including the offices of the Deseret Sunday School Un- 
ion, First Council of Seventy, and Latter-day Saints College, while others occupied tem- 
porary structures on Temple Square (Alexander, Things in Heaven and Earth, 96, 284; 
Stan Larson, ed., A Ministry of Meetings: The Apostolic Diaries of Rudger Clawson [Salt 
Lake City: Signature Books and Smith Research Associates, 1993], 139, 167). 
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“Unzie,” a freak. Has a bushy head of white hair & light colored eyes. 
They change color 8 times. He is a native of New Zealand or Austra- 
lia. Also Jojo, a dog faced boy aged 20 years. He has human hair on 
his head but his face is covered with animal hair. He was found 1 7 
years ago when 3 years old with his father in a cave in Russia. His fa- 
ther was more hairy than the boy & died some 5 years ago, uncivi- 
lized. No trace of the mother could be found. Other attractions were 
also there and a large crowd of people. I conversed with Unzie on 
Mormonism— told him of our labors among the Maoris in New Zea- 
land & recommended him to get a Book of Mormon & read it. He is a 
spiritu[a]list & attended the Sabbath day meeting last Sunday. 

[November 19, 1891; Thursday] This afternoon Bro John Beck in- 
formed me that his wife had been stricken with paral[y]sis to-day & 
asked me to go & administer to her. I called on Bro Tlios Allston to 
accompany me & we went to Bro 68 Becks residence with him and ad- 
ministered to Sister Beck. Bro Allston anointed and I was mouth in 
administering. She is feeling much better & hopeful that she will 
soon be well again. While there I talked with Bro Beck about my bill 
against the Bullion Beck Company. He said no action had been taken 
on it yet, but that he thought favorable action would be taken, if not 
b[y] this present board by another one. He said he knew of my ser- 
vices & I should be paid. The company had been much harasse[d] 
this past year in the Courts &c. I packed up & carried some of my ef- 
fects from the Gardo House to Sophia’s this evening. 

[November 20, 1891 ; Friday] They are clearing out and putting the 
B[righam] Y[oung] offices in good shape for the First Presidency to 
occupy. 

[November 23, 1891 ; Monday] Engaged this afternoon in the office & 
looking for a copy 69 of a letter to Bro John Henry Smith in regard to 
rebaptisms & c from Prest John Taylor to him. Did not find it. 

[November 24, 1891; Tuesday] Mr [Cyrus] Dallin is making a bust of 
Prest Jos F. Smith & asked my criticism on iL, which I gave & he ac- 
cepted. Bro Geo Reynolds is at home sick. He sent word for me to 
open the letters & attend to his duties. I found the letter to Bro John 
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69 The words “a copy” are written over an illegible word. 
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Henry Smith in regard to rebaptisms from Prest John Taylor' 11 and 
made an extract from it for Bro Cjharles] W. Penrose and a copy for 
myself. A fine pleasant day. I also copied a revelation given to Prest 
John Taylor into my book for private use, this evening. 

[November 27, 1891; Friday] 1 heard 4 pistol shots about 7 o. clock this 
morning & afterwards learned that Policemen A Captain A Parker and 
A officer A Allbright had got into an altercations & Parker was shot & 
killed by Allbright. 

[November 30, 1891 ; Monday] We finished our moving to-day and I 
commenced boarding at Sister Macdonalds. I have a comfortable 
room. I located my desk in the office, but we are all in confusion 
while the workmen are cleaning the walls &c. 

[December 2, 1891; Wednesday] A I attended a call meeting at 11 a.m. at 
ZCM1 office to organize an Investment Company. We made all ar- 
rangements & adjourned to meet at 4 p.m. tomorrow A 

[December 3, 1891; Thursday] Attended the Investment Co meeting 
and we there learned that our arrangements of yesterday were not 
good as at least $100,000 must be paid in cash as capital stock. Other 
arrangements were talked of & Bro H[eber]J. Grant was appointed a 
comty to see certain monied men to get' their endorsement to a 
note so as to raise $100,000.00 & thus start a company. I conversed 
with Bro Sjamuel] S. Jones in regard to furnishing l ies for the Saltair 
Beach Railroad & got his figures for them, say 40,000 Ties of Balsam 
& Norway pine at 50t“ each. 

Prest Jos F Smith at the Investment meeting, after conversing 
with me, moved that I be appointed to visit Utah County and solicit 
subscriptions to the Utah Sugar Co. Prest Geo Q. Cannon & all pres- 
ent were in favor. Bro Cannon said the Presidency would act upon 
the suggestion. Bro. Sjamuel] S. Jones told me that an offer of 
$3,000,000.00 had been offered for the Bullion, Beck Mining prop- 
erty. 

[December 4, 1891; Friday] Henry W Laurence, Receiver in the 
Church Suits, took possession of the Gardo House to-day. 


70 At this point, the text repeats “on rebaptisms &c”. 

71 The word “get” is written over an illegible word. 
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[December 7, 1891; Monday] Prest Woodruff has been in much pain 
to-day in his Stomach & bowels & went home early. 2 

[December 10, 1891; Thursday] Bro S[amuel] S. Jones called and sub- 
mitted some mining matters to me, with a request that 1 talk with 
Prest Geo. Q. Cannon about them. He & Bros Thos R Cutler & Reed 
Smoot have some good mining claims which they are willing to share 
with other brethren to hold & develop them. 

[December 11, 1891; Friday] Prest Geo Q Cannon spoke to me about 
my going to Utah County in the interest of the Utah Sugar Co. I told 
him I was ready to go & have been waiting for instructions. He said 
the Prests Woodruff & Smith were willing and anxious for me to go. I 
told him I would confer with him further tomorrow. 

[December 12, 1891; Saturday] Conversed with Prest Geo Q. Cannon 
on the Sugar Co. matters. The First Presidency will give me a letter. 1 
also talked with him on Bro S[amuel] S. Jones mining matters which 
was quite satisfactory. I afterwards called on Bro Elias Morris, the 
President of the Company. He will send me proper credentials on 
Monday. I met Bro Thos Higgs of Manti. Wrote to C. A. and made 
my arrangements for my trip [to] Utah Co. I wrote to Bp Thos R. Cut- 
ler to meet me at Lehi or the Sugar Factory on Monday. 

[December 15, 1891; Tuesday ]l received my letters from Prests Wood- 
ruff, Cannon & Smith, also from Bros Elias Morris & J. E. Jennings of 
the Sugar Company authorizing me as their agent to collect & sell 
stock of the Company. I called on several of the brethren, but first 
called on Prest A[braham] O. Smoot and started in[to] business in 
earnest. 

[January 1, 1892; Friday] We made a holiday and had a good time all 
day— myself & family had our dinner together. I felt very thankful to 
be spared as I have been to see this day. Went with Bro S[amuel] S. 
Jones in his Sleigh, also Jas. E Daniels A this morning A . We called on 
Prest A[braham] O. Smoot and extended to him the compliments of 
the season and afterwards drove to the new Brigham Young Acad- 


Woodruff recorded “another one of my terrible Attacks of the Billious Cholic” 
(Kenney, ed., Wilford Woodruff s Journal 9:175 [Dec. 7, 1891]). 
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emy building for a short time. This is a fine building and will be very 
suitable for the Academy purposes. 

[January 2, 1892; Saturday] I attended the Stake Priesthood meeting 
this morning at 10 Oclock and talked to the brethren on the present 
situation [of the] Sugar Factory &c. 

I January 4, 1892; Monday 7 Attended with my wife and daughter Mary 
the Dedicatory Services of the Brigham Young Academy.'' I talked 
with President W[ilford] Woodruff & Apostle Ffranklin] D Richards 
& afterwards with Prest Geo. Q. Cannon, also Bro C[harles] H 
Wilckcn. Met many of my friends. At the ceremony I offered a vote of 
confidence &c in Prof Karl G Maeser, the returning Principal of the 
Academy. Had a very enjoyable time. 

[January 7, 1892; Thursday ]\ attended Fast meeting, and spoke, felt a 
good influence and spirit. I drove out with Bro Mendenhall called on 
Bro John Halfield & others on Sugar Co. Stock business. Sold some 
shares. This evening I attended a meeting of the Woman’s Suffrage 
Assn with Bp. Packard 74 & wife, and spoke by request to the Sisters 
present. 

I January 9, 1892; Saturday] Bro. Geo. M. Cannon informed me that I 
had been appointed as Secretary 8c Treasurer of the Monthly Free 
Will Offering Fund by the First Presidency, and he wished to deliver 
the books & papers to me as soon as convenient. I purposed to en- 
quire into the matter & to give him an answer on Monday or Tuesday 
next. 

January 11, 1 892; Monday] Busy in the office this morning. Made en- 
quiry about my appointment as Sec & Ti es, of the M[onthly] F[ree] 
W[ill] Offering] Fund and found it was correct, that Bro Gfeorge] M 

77 The Academy Building was located on what would come to be called Academy 
Square, four blocks north of Main Street in Provo. It was a brick structure with stone 
lintels and quoins and reached four stories tall. President Woodruff wrote that “it is 
the finest building in Utah Erected for the Education of the Children. It will Cost 
when finished about $80 or $100,000. There were about 1,000 souls in the Assembly 
Hall. The services Commenced about 12 oclo[c]k. G[eorge] Q. Cannon offered the 
Dedacatory prayer. At the Close we had a feast” (Kenney, ed., Wilford Woodruffs Jour- 
nal, 9:181 [Jan. 4, 1892]). 

74 “Packard” is written over an illegible word. 
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Cannon had been released so as to become Cashier in Zion’s Savings 
Bank & Bro Bfrigham] H. Schettler released from that position. 

I January 12, 1892; Tuesday] Reed from Bro Geo. M. Cannon the 
books & papers of the Monthly Free Will Offering Fund & gave him a 
receipt therefor. I met with Apostle John W Taylor who has had the 
oversight of this Fund & conversed with him. I drafted 2 Circular let- 
ters to the Bishops & had them printed. Took lunch with Bro Taylor. 
I wrote 14 letters to the members of the Fund committee calling a 
meeting. 

I January 18, 1892; Monday] l made out a Bill of Sale to Prest W[ilford] 
Woodruff for House, granery, fence &c of the Deseret & Salt Lake 
A[gricultural] & Manufacturing] Canal Co., at the instance of Bro 
C[harles] H. Wilcken and by action of the Board of Directors of said 
company, to Prest Wilford Woodruff and Prest Abraham. H. Can- 
non as Prest of the Co. & myself as Secretary signed it. 

] January 19, 1892; Tuesday/ Met with Bro John W Taylor of Provo. He 
will take the Agency for Utah County of the Worlds Fair Co. 

[ January 24, 1892; Sunday] Prest Woodruff sent for me this evening 
by his son Owen. I went to his Farm home & he wished me to stay 
with him tonight. He was feeling some better but quite weak. 

[February 3, 1892; Wednesday] At 11 a.m. I attended the funeral ser- 
vices of Sister Precinda H Kimball at the Assembly Hall. Her face 
looked very nice. Bp. 0[rson] F. Whitney prayed. Prest Geo Q Can- 
non & Joseph F. Smith spoke very interestingly. A large attendance. 

[February 13, 1892; Saturday] Prest Geo. Q. Cannon started for Wash- 
ington D.C. this Morning. Prest Jos F Smith [has] gone to [the] Bear 
Lake Conference. Prest Woodruff at office. I was with him most of 
the day. The committee on [Orson F.] Whitneys History of Utah 
[met], reading with Prest Woodruff a Chapter on the Mountain 
Meadow[s] Massacre written by John Q. Cannon. 

[February 16, 1892; Tuesday] Prest Woodruff alone with me until 1 1 
a.m. when Prest Smith returned from Logan. 

[February 24, 1892; Wednesday] I was appointed today by Prests W[il- 
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ford] Woodruff & Jos F Smith to take charge of the business for the 
Church in which Bro Isaac M Waddell has been engaged as attorney 
in attending to the Incorporation of Church Ward Associations and 
Church Land matters, and he was discharged. Prests Woodruff & 
Smith also discharged Attorneys Jas H Moyle, Richd W Young, Wm 
H King, Presley Denney & CJharles] C Richards, also Ffranklin] S 
Richards & Le Grand Young except for Church business only. 7 ’ 


75 This new assignment would consume much of Nuttall’s energies over the en- 
suing years, but the events that led to his release as secretary evolved gradually. In 
fact, the exact date of his release— if he ever was officially released— is difficult to deter- 
mine since he does not record it in his diary. After being named secretary/treasurer 
of the Monthly Free Will Offering Fund, he was also appointed a member of a Temple 
Fund Committee in October 1892 to gather the means to complete the Salt Lake Tem- 
ple. Nuttall remained close to Woodruff. In March 1892, for example, the president 
wanted Nuttall “to accompany him to the investigation of the Independence Temple 
Block at the Templeton Hotel.” 
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lor’s state of mind, 212; witness to 
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George Q. Cannon, 432; interviewed 
by Hiram Clawson, 469; mining 
claim, 55, 57; resignation, 58; Sara- 
toga Hot Springs resort, 455n32; 
sells property, 179; stock held as col- 
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bigamy, 5-6, 183nl8, 184-87, 228-29; 
James Burningham arrested, 39. See 
also marriage; Miles, John; Morrill 
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Box Elder County, Utah, 21, 24, 118 
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Provo temple lots missing, 450, 452 
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Robert Marshall’s Fitness to serve 
mission, 131-32 

Brown, Arthur, brings court order to 
Eureka mine, 164-65, 167 
Brown, Daniel Junius, journalist for 
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Ben Bachman, 327; grievances of 
Moses Thatcher and George Q, Can- 
non, 291-94, 363; indebtedness, 171; 
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site, 290; offer for property, 481; 
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06 
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Caine, John T., xv-xvi, xxxiii, 11, 179, 
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launching, 251; authorized to argue 
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409; feelings toward Nuttall, 258; in- 
terview with New York Herald, 243; in- 
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244; involvement in George Q. Can- 
non pardon, 298-99, 303; John W. 
Taylor's opinion of, 324-25; People’s 
Party candidate, 279; replaces John 
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property, 432-33; withdraws nomina- 
tion for Salt Lake City mayor, 406 

Canada, 271; church land in Cardston, 
420; grain raised, 266. See also Lee’s 
Creek; Taylor, John W. 

Cannon, Abraham H., xxxiii; consid- 
ered for Quorum of Twelve, 378; 
plan for colonizing Wyoming, 425 

Cannon, Angus M., xxxiii, 14; asks 
about church bank stock, 363; bless- 
es sick children, 22; claims Barn Lot, 
375; on duty of Saints, 123; on high 
council hearings, 144; visit to peni- 
tentiary, 23 
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257nl 1; editor of Ogden Standard , 
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mittee, 413 
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appropriation for iron manufactur- 
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children, 123; opinion of San Juan 
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pardon, 303, 306, 311, 317-18, 322; 


People’s Party delegate, 7n7; petitions 
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graph, 454; portrait, 372; preaches to 
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Joseph F. Smith, 376; released from 
prison, 23, 318; requests guards, 210; 
requests books for church library, 47; 
response to Edmunds-Tucker bill, 
187; sees Bear Lake monster, xxiii; 
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ment of Brigham Young estate, 44-45; 
subpoenaed, 392; sugar company, 
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testifies in court, 477; thrown from 
carriage, 132; visited in prison, 19, 23 
Cannon, John Q., editor of Ogden Com 
mercial, 444-45; plan for colonizing 
Wyoming, 425 
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Stake, 432; president of Cache stake, 
138; removed from Brigham Young 
College, 397; report on Logan tem- 
ple construction, 120, secures land 
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Canadian officials in Montreal, 294- 
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Carlton, Ambrose B., article in Na- 
tional Democrat, 416-17 
Carrington, Albert, 7, 13, 17; buried in 
temple clothing, 374; court appear- 
ance, 22; death, 374; excommuni- 
cated for adultery, 374n69; in prison, 
18-19; released from prison, 23; sued 
by Emeline Macintosh, 4 
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Cedar City, Utah, xxiii, 69, 72, 74-75, 89 
celebrations, Founders’ Day, 476; 
George Washington’s birthday, xv; 
Jubilee, 14. See also music; Nuttall, 
Leonard John— birthday celebra- 
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celestial marriage, 58, 1 04. See also po- 
lygamy 
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census, 55, 414, 419 
Chamberlain, Thomas, xivn7, 8; on 
Orderville dispute, 110-11, 131 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, local callings, 28, 1 11, 377; 
Deseret Sunday School Union, xv. 

See also baptism; financial affairs; 
Mutual Improvement Associations; 
Relief Society; temples; tithing 
church suits, 229, 266-69, 277, 293, 

295, 308, 314, 420, 423, 426-27, 444- 
46, 448, 469, 476-77, 479, 481; argu- 
ments for, 415; confiscation of prop- 
erty, 441; decision and appeal, 412, 
412nl3; James O, Broadhead on, 

415; report published, 441; rumor of 
unfavorable decision, 339. See also 
Dickson, William H.; disfranchise- 
ment; Dyer, Frank H.; Edmunds- 
Tucker Act; Richards, Franklin S.; 
Smith, Joseph F.; Varian, Charles S.; 
Woodruff, Wilford; Zane, Charles S. 
citizenship, see immigration and natu- 
ralization 

Civil War, 367n61; Emancipation Proc- 
lamation, 250; Gettysburg, 413 
Claridge, Samuel, removed from ward, 

111 

Clark, John, on Utah Commission re- 
port, 474-75 

Clawson, Hiram B., xxxiv; Bullion, 

Beck mine, 466; coffin for Harriet 
Taylor, 30; interview with John Beck, 
469; manager of Bullion, Beck, 
176nl0 

Clawson, Rudger, 13; delivers remains 
of Joseph Standing, 16; pardon for 
polygamy, 238; summoned to court, 
26; witness in Standing murder case, 
30-31 

Clayton, Nephi, court case against, 405; 
opposes selling Inland Salt, 441-42, 
446 

Clayton, William, xii, 1 1; funeral ser- 
vice, 50; homestead, 93 


Cleveland, Grover, xxvi, 257, 259-61; 
lame-duck administration, 282; nom- 
ination for president, 256; pardon of 
George Q. Cannon, 294, 303, 306, 
311,318,322; pardons Charles 
Livingston, 239; reception for, 243; 
visited by William Budge, 280; vis- 
ited by Nuttall, 239-40 
Cluff, William W., 11, 29 
coal, 36, 72-73, 144, 455; availability for 
iron, 133; examination of Iron City 
samples, 127; industry, xxiii; Kanarra 
coal beds, 133, 144; mines, 64, 124; 
Quitchem Pa Springs, 144; Union 
Mine, 133 

Coalville, Utah, 29, 64, 70, 105 
cohabitation, unlawful, see polygamy 
colonization, Hole-in-the-Rock expedi- 
tion, 70n25; Wyoming, 425. See also 
Hawaiian colonization; Lee’s Creek, 
Alberta; Mexico; Pipe Springs, Ari- 
zona; San Juan settlement 
communal groups, see United Order 
Community of Christ, see Reorganized 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints 

Condor, Martin, martyred at Cane 
Creek, 158-59 

Conover, Catherine Ann, marriage to 
Joseph Hunt and sealing to Nutall, 
471 

Contributor magazine, 68n23, 426; ac- 
count of Lorenzo Roundy’s drown- 
ing, 311; Nuttall’s article on Wilford 
Woodruff, 308 
Council of Fifty, 54, 100n53 
Council House, burns down, 100-01 
Cove Creek, Utah, 67; fort, 68 
crime, robbery, 68n22. See also violence 
Cullom-Struble Bill, 10, 410nl2, 412-13; 
Shelby M. Cullom’s anti-statehood re- 
port, 245nl 

Cutler, Thomas R., bishop, 28; mining 
claims, 482 
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Dallin, Cyrus E., bust of Joseph F. 
Smith, 480; small statue of Brigham 
Young, 472 

Dalton, Edward M., monument to 
memory, 213-14 

dancing, 241, 324; wickedness of, 47 
Daniels, Daniel L., copy of Joseph 
Smith’s manuscript Bible, 21-22 
Denver & Rio Grande Railroad, 57n7, 
102n55, 252, 356, 416, 427 
Deseret Hospital, 102, 312, 423 
Deseret News , xxxv-xxxvii, 7-8, 17-18, 38, 
48-49, 51, 78, 81, 277-78, 285, 350, 
388, 472; announcement of John 
Taylor’s death, 219, 231; Deseret Eve- 
ning News, 3nl; sells land, 430; vote 
to increase directors, 279; Deseret 
Weekly, 306. See also Brown, Daniel 
Junius. 

Deseret & Salt Lake Agricultural and 
Manufacturing Canal Company, 
xxvii, 356, 380-81, 392, 394, 399; bill 
of sale for, 484 

Deseret Telegraph Company, xvi, 6, 

20, 66, 265, 300, 326; appointment 
of director, 222; notice of John Tay- 
lor’s death, 220; offer to purchase, 
448; yearly loss, 462 
Desert Land Act, 406 
Dickson, William H., 388; engaged to 
handle church suits, 423, 426-27 
disfranchisement, 430, 438; disfran- 
chisements bills, 411-12. See also 
church suits; Edmunds-Tucker Act/ 
bill 

divorce, 12nl6, 100, 152, 157, 209, 

213, 222, 351, 369, 423, 425; annul- 
ment, 190. See also adultery 
Dougall, William B., 9; regarding tele- 
graph, 24 
drama, see theater 

drunkenness, xxxiv, 283, 455-56. See 
also saloons 

Dubois, Fred T., against Utah state- 


hood, 248; antagonism toward Mor- 
mons, 260; believes polygamy 
continues, 246n2 

Dusenberry, Warren N., xxxiv; attorney 
in Emeline Macintosh case, 5 
Dyer, Frank H., xxxiv, 294; assesses 
Gardo House furniture, 383-84; case 
against Charles Zane, 314; church at- 
torney, 257-59; claims farm bids, 355; 
compensation as court-appointed re- 
ceiver, 277; court case, 315, 317; eases 
up on church leaders, 223n49; in- 
tends to raid Salt Lake County, 289; 
letter from Franklin S. Richards, 278; 
objects to settlement of church suits, 
266-267; obtains stock of Salt Lake 
City Gas Co., 400; reports examined, 
420; seizes church property, 310, 

313; visits with Willard Young, 279; 
wishes to retain office, 343 

Eagle Gate monument, xxi; time cap- 
sule, 473-74 

eclipse, lunar, 308; solar, 303 
Edmunds, George F., against Paddock 
Bill, 408; engineers Edmunds-Tucker 
Bill, 178nl4; subsequent bill tabled, 
414-15. See also Edmunds Act; 
Edmunds-Tucker Act 
Edmunds Act, xv, 90n42, 93n45, 

169nl; Senate bill, 414-15; voting 
postponed, 431 . See also Edmunds- 
Tucker Act; Morrill Anti-Bigamy Act 
Edmunds-Tucker Act, I78nl4, 228n51, 
248, 257, 289, 295n44, 425n23; Sen- 
ate bill, 177-79, 183-85, 195. See also 
polygamy 

education, 171-73, 231, 346, 352, 356, 
363, 365, 453; Catholic University, 
254; College of Physicians & Sur- 
geons (Maryland), 408; I.DS College, 
453; Methodist school in Provo, 316; 
public schools, 51-52; St. Brides 
School, xiii. See also Brigham Young 
Academy; Brigham Young College 
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Eldredge, Horace S., 19; blesses sick 
children, 22; indemnified by bond, 
16; superintendent of ZCMI, 162-63; 
ZCMI payment for Logan temple, 

150 

elections, 118; fraudulent, 407; county 
race, 109n61, 421-22; federal elec- 
tion bill, 415; Mormons barred, 
307nl; voting issues, 270-71, 275, 
277-78, 365, 367, 409-10, 421, 447 
Ellis, Charles, lectures, 420 
Endowment House, 5-14, 16-18, 20-29, 
31, 34, 36-37, 39, 41-42, 45, 47-48, 
50-51, 55, 88, 92-93, 100n53, 385, 
387; demolition considered, 381, 

383; indebtedness assumed by John 
Taylor, 130 

endowments, xxn 12, 128, 146, 152-53, 
275, 388, 390, 393n90, 399n97, 471; 
in temple, 119 

Ephraim, Utah, xxiii, 82, 89-91, 1 15-16 
erysipelas, 315-16, 428 
Eureka, Utah, 113-14 
Eureka Hill Company, 258; legal claim 
with Bullion, Beck, 349-50; problems 
with mine, 163-65 
European mission, xxxiii, xxxv-vi 

Fairfield, Utah, 5, 115 
fasting, 397. See also Monthly Free Will 
Offering Fund 

ferry, 11, 48. See also Lee, John D. 
Fillmore, Utah, 5, 67, 81 
financial affairs, xxvii, 16-17, 25, 27, 32, 
42, 44-45, 48-49, 51, 65, 76-77, 80-82, 
84, 91, 94-95, 103, 113, 126, 128-29, 
136, 149-50, 155, 157, 162-63, 171, 
180-83, 195-96, 225, 233, 247, 283- 
84, 288-89, 297-98, 312, 314-15, 350, 
370, 375-76, 382, 433, 437, 441, 463, 
465, 481. See also investments 
fires, 354; Roberts Hotel barn, 439 
flooding, 107. See also weather 


Folsom, William H., Manti temple con- 
struction, 93, 94 
Fountain Green, Utah, 82, 115 
funerals, 16n25, 42, 50, 55, 58, 115, 

271; Thomas K. Little, 421. See also 
Clayton, William; Gibbs, John H.; 
Moyle, James H.; Standing, Joseph; 
Taylor, John; Taylor, Joseph E.; 

Wells, Daniel H. 

Galbraith, Thomas R., arrives from 
England, 371; expressing disgust 
with Mormonism, 394 
Gardo House, xxi, xxvii, xxxvi, 52, 92, 
167, 172n6, 178, 180, 219, 223n49, 
269, 280-81, 285, 290, 309-10, 315, 
320, 323-24, 328, 333, 335, 339-40, 
346-47, 353, 359-60, 362, 366, 369, 
371-73, 377, 379-81, 383, 385, 
387n82, 389-91, 393-94, 398, 401, 
403nl, 419-20, 423, 425, 429, 439, 
443, 446, 448, 450, 461, 463, 469, 
472,477, 479, 481 
Gibbs, George F., xxxiv; shorthand 
minutes, 461 

Gibbs, John H., xxiii; funeral of, 158-59 
Giles, Floyd K., xxx; donation of 
Nuttall papers to BYU, xvi 
Gilmore, Patrick Sarsfield, band leader 
and composer, 367, 445nl9 
Glendale, Utah, 14, 22, 109n61 
Goodfellow, Uriah, given a cow for 
nursing Charles Lord, 125 
Grant, Heber )., xxvii, xxxiv; anoints 
Nuttall for good health, 429-30; 
comments on succeeding John Tay- 
lor, 197n30; concern about church 
finances, 320; considers Nuttall offi- 
cious, 378; insures Provo factory, 
291; investment company, 481; nom- 
inated councilor in 5th precinct, 

118; replaces Charles Crow as coun- 
cilor, 118; report on Taylor’s health, 
188n23; sets Nuttall apart for mis- 
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sion to Washington, D. C., 403nl; 
wife ill, 466 

Grant, Ulysses S., passes through Og- 
den, 41; visits Burma, China, Egypt, 
India, Japan, Palestine, Siam, 41n58 
Great Salt Lake, 21n32, 321nl7, 369 
Gunnison, Utah, 32, 81 
guns, 251-52 

Hansen, Ellen Clifford Andrews, see 
Andrews, Ellen 

Harrington, Daniel, suggests postpon- 
ing biography of John Taylor, 222 
Harrison, Benjamin, 282n33; changes 
attitude toward Mormons, 340-41; 
election returns, 280; grants Joseph 
F. Smith amnesty, 468, 473; policy to 
arrest LDS presidency, 364-65; poor 
opinion of Utah, 350; shakes hands 
with Nuttall, 408, 416; sworn in as 
U.S. president, 323; visits Utah, 
457-58 

Hawaiian colonization, 359-60, 364-66, 
372. See also Skull Valley 
Hayes, Rutherford B., 3; message 
about polygamy in Deseret News, 49 
health problems, xv-xvi, xxiv, xxviiin23, 
11; priesthood blessings, 106, 217, 
429-30, 445. See also illness; medicine 
Heber City, Utah, 66, 105-06; arrests 
for unlawful cohabitation, 438-39 
Hedrickite church, 293, 420, 431, 469; 
complaint against Josephites, 468; 
founded by Granville Hedrick and 
Daniel Judy, 203. See also Hill, Rich- 
ard 

Henrie/Henry, Myra Mayall, xxviiin23; 

wants to reconcile with husband, 79 
Hess, John W., meets with Taylor re- 
garding Indians, 92; chosen as trus- 
tee for Washakies, 192 
Hill, George W., 98-99; suggests marry- 
ing among Indians, 100 
Hill, Richard, Hedrickite leader, 203; 


owns temple block in Independence, 
Missouri, 203 
Hillsdale, Utah, 78, 107 
Hinman, W. T., correspondent for 
Cleveland Leader, 418-419 
History of Utah, written by Orson F. 
Whitney, 427-28; reading by Whit- 
ney, 484 

Hogan, G., Ill; wants out of United 
Order, 109-10 
Homestead Act, 406 
hot springs, see Saratoga Hot Springs; 

Warm Springs Bath Houses 
Hotel Templeton, see Templeton Hotel 
Hudson, John Riley, martyred at Cane 
Creek, 158n62 

Hunt, Joseph, married to Catherine 
Ann Conover, 471 n55 
Hunter, Edward, 6; blesses sick chil- 
dren, 22; on wheat prices, 28; re- 
verses Judge Boreman’s decision, 23; 
washing feet, 56 

Hunter, Edward D., 46-47; comments 
on Amos Musser’s pamphlet, 48 
Hunter, John A., assignation as chief 
justice, 18; on legal status of church, 
34; reads opinion, 23 
Hyde, Alonzo E., confesses to charges 
except adultery, 467; drunk at hot 
springs, 455-57, 464 
Hyde, Annie, wife of Alonzo and daugh- 
ter of John Taylor, 101; finds hus- 
band drunk in bed with “strumpet,” 
456-57 

Hyde, Sophia, financial support, 90, 
116; widow of Orson Hyde 

Idaho, xxxiii, 161-62; constitution, 367- 
68; settlement, xxxv; statehood, 400- 
01, 404, 407, 409-10, 415. See also 
Battle Creek; Bear Lake; Bear River; 
Oneida County, Idaho; Ricks, 
Thomas E. 
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Idaho Independent , 261 
Idaho Test Oath, 270, 277-78, 400, 
404n4, 406-07, 414, 429. See also 
test oath 

illness, 1 1-12, 21-22, 24, 29, 54, 58-59, 
61, 66-68, 73n28, 76, 82, 101-02, 106, 
115, 137, 161, 177, 221, 224, 230, 

232, 236, 264, 280, 296, 308, 315-16, 
323, 344-45, 351, 353-54, 364, 383- 
85, 393-94, 401, 407, 428, 440, 429, 
435, 438, 446, 448, 450, 466, 478, 

480, 482; apoplexy, 91; bilious fever, 
9; diphtheria, 105; John Taylor, 188- 
89, 190-91, 197, 205-09; pleurisy, 80, 
452; pneumonia, 9; smallpox, 92; ty- 
phoid, 430. See also erysipelas; health 
problems; medicine 
immigration and naturalization, 28, 

152, 175n9, 204, 228n51, 241n62, 
247, 251-52, 267, 362, 371, 374, 384- 
88, 396, 422, 428, 448; from Den- 
mark, 454; Liverpool and Great 
Western Steamship Company, 252n6. 
See also Moore, John; Perpetual Emi- 
gration Fund 

Independence, Missouri, LDS center 
place, 403-04; temple block, 203 
“Indian” Frank, 76-77, 108-09 
Indians, see Native Americans 
industry, Brigham City Mercantile & 
Manufacturing Association, 51; Coop 
Wagon & Machine Co., 447; Deseret 
Manufacturing Company, xii; iron 
industry, xxiii, 127; Lundberg & 
Garff Carpenter Shop, 101; Rio Vir- 
gin Manufacturing Company, xxxv. 
See also Inland Salt Company; Iron 
Manufacturing Company; lumber in- 
dustry; mining; sugar industry 
Inland Salt Company, xxviii, 321nl7, 
369, 371, 441-42; board of directors, 
419-20; construction, 460; deed of 
sale, 455; offer to purchase, 446, 

449; possible sale, 428; stock certifi- 
cate, 330 


International Conference of American 
States, see Pan American Congress 
investments, 32, 250-51, 286, 288-89, 
305, 309, 320, 330, 340, 345-46, 354- 
55, 362, 364-66, 376-78, 399-400, 
420-21, 424, 428, 437, 446, 450, 454- 
55, 460-61, 473, 476, 483; transfer 
of, 189 

Iron Manufacturing Company of Utah, 
xxiii, 127, 133, 144; property exam- 
ined, 122, 124 

Iron Springs, financial interests, 126; 

proposed location of iron works, 133 
irrigation, 24, 75, 160, 354-56, 362, 

426; Bothwell Canal Company, 376; 
Kanab Irrigation Company, 112; 
Richmond Canal Company, 86n39. 
See also Deseret & Salt Lake Canal 
Company; National Irrigation Con- 
gress; Salt Lake & Deseret Manufac- 
turing and Canal Company; San 
Luis Valley; Sevier River 


Jack, James, xxinl3, xxxiv, 6, 18, 20, 28, 
32; funds from Nuttall on stock pur- 
chase, 230; land acquisition, 321nl7; 
maintains church headquarters, 172; 
note to Nuttall for house payment, 
225; note on Bullion, Beck mine, 

215; properties deposited with, 49; 
settlement of Brigham Young estate, 
45; telegram on probate judge nomi- 
nees, 257; visits penitentiary, 23; wit- 
ness in Dyer case, 315 

Jackson, Mary Ann, sealing to Joseph 
Smith, 174, 176 

Jackson County, Missouri, Hedrickite 
headquarters, 203-04 

James, David, 86; on water for Logan 
temple, 85 

Jenks, George A., solicitor general, 

262; meetings with Franklin S. Rich- 
ards, 258 

Jennings, Pricilla, gives John Taylor gift 
of wine, 197-98 
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Johnson, Nephi, xivn7; fish pond im- 
provements, 112 

Johnson, Warren, llnl4; boating acci- 
dent, 31 ln6 

Johnson, William I)., Jr., xxxiv, 26; fish 
pond improvements, 112; interest in 
Chihuahua, Mexico, 272, 274; Mexi- 
can land purchase, 362; Utah land 
purchase, 107 

Johnson, William D., Sr., xivn7; inter- 
est in Chihuahua, Mexico, 272 
Johnston, Pennsylvania, flood, 353-54 
Jones, Edward, arbitration of estate, 
449, 466 

Jones, Samuel S., apprises First Presi- 
dency of Bullion, Beck property, 
481-82; speaks at funeral, 55 
Josephites, 29; complaint against Hed- 
rickites, 468. See also Reorganized 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints 

Juab County, Utah, 6, 52, 55n3, 67, 81, 
107 

Judd, Asa W., released from German 
mission, 372-73 

Judd, Polly, requests divorce from hus- 
band, Arthur, 209, 213 
Judy, Daniel, co-founder of Hedrickite 
church, 203-04 

Kamas, Utah, 66, 105-06 

Kanab, Utah, xi, xiii-xiv, xxxiii-xxxiv, 

14, 16, 22, 24-26, 28, 32, 35-37, 42- 
46, 69, 73, 106-07, 109, 111-12, 276; 
canyon, 107-08 

Kanosh, Millard County, Utah, 15n22, 

68 

Kanosh, Pahvant Indian chief, 15; ill- 
ness, 68 

Kaysville, Utah, xxiv-xxv 
Kingston, Utah, 79-81 
Kirtland, Ohio, temple, 56, 95 


labor issues, Federated Trades Union, 
369; Mills Tariff bill, 258; salary ne- 
gotiation, 226. See also Watson, Jo- 
seph 

Langhorn, Mary, see Nuttall, Mary 
Latter-day Saints ’ Millennial Star, see 
Millennial Star 

law enforcement, list of people to be 
prosecuted, 279; hanging of Sam Joe 
Harvey, 106n57; police brawl, 481; 
William McKay discharged as Assis- 
tant District Attorney, 409. See also 
raids 

lawsuits, see legal affairs 
Lee, John D., court case, 12nl6; Lee’s 
Ferry, 11, 18 

Lee’s Creek, Alberta, 215, 271, 383; 
new settlement, 190; purchase of 
land, 334-35; refuge for polygamists, 
190n26 

legal affairs, xxxiv-xxxv, 5-8, 13-16, 19, 
23, 25, 28, 31-33, 35, 43-45, 48, 51, 
152, 163-64, 167, 229, 266, 270, 280, 
306, 315, 368, 389-91, 449; advice to 
submit to arrest, 421; charge of con- 
tempt, 12, 15, 309, 391; Davis v. 
Beason, 404n4; grant of certiorari, 
20-23; Iron Manufacturing Com- 
pany, 122n7; McDonald, Bright & 
Fay, 229; patents, 250; perjury, 328. 
See also church suits 
Lehi, Utah, 28, 1 13 
Lewis, Theodore B., 9, 17 
Lipman, Joseph, questions temple oath 
against U. S. government, 384-85 
Little, Feramorz, 6; indemnified by 
bond, 16, 19 

Liverpool, England, xiii, 12, 24-25, 28, 
265-66, 314, 325, 371, 374; British 
mission, 204; immigrants, 362, 454; 
Nuttall’s birthplace, xii 
Livingston, Charles, considered for 
church office, 432; pardoned by 
Grover Cleveland, 238 
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Logan Canyon, 86-87 

Logan temple, xviii, xxxv, 18, 31, 39, 

57, 59-60, 94, 98, 102, 275, 377; bath- 
tubs for washing and anointing, 92; 
construction, 101, 120, 134-35, 346; 
dedication, xxii, 128-29, 138-40, 143- 
44; design, 84-87; fabric samples, 

127; finances, 135-37, 149; incorpo- 
ration, 157; land purchase, 399-400; 
legal matters, 155; new bowery, 159- 
60; ordinance work, 196; plural mar- 
riage, 309; president appointed, 145- 
46, 152; staff organization, xxxv, 156; 
terraces, 334; timber on site, 57; wa- 
ter supply, 86 

lumber industry, 62-63, 65nl9, 71; saw 
mill, 101; Sunset Order Sawmill, 
65nl9; Temple Saw Mill, 59, 59- 
60nl0, 87 

Lund, Anthon FL, xxxiv; funding for 
medicine, 68; Scandinavian mission, 
120; proposed for apostleship, 378 

Lyman, Francis M., xiii, xxxiv; aid for 
St. Johns, 127nl9; anoints Nuttall 
for good health, 429-30; court ap- 
pearance, 308; daughter’s death, 72; 
gives Nuttall medical advice, 435; pre- 
pares for prison, 295, 305-06; release 
from prison, 339; requests house re- 
pairs for Sister Barton, 124; requests 
financial assistance for Thomas J. 
Jones, 125; returns from Canadian 
mission, 294-95 


Maeser, Karl G., conflict with Benjamin 
Cluff, 468; engages Nuttall’s son and 
daughter as teachers, 352, 363 
magazines, Aloha, 13; Illustrated Ameri- 
can, 436. See also Contributor magazine 
Malad Indian Farm, 38, 40, 85, 92 
Malin, James E., xxxv; witness to John 
Taylor’s will, 191 
Manarr, “Indian Joe,” 78, 79, 1 16 
Manifesto of 1890, xxvi-xxvii, 399n97, 
412nl3, 417-19, 424, 474n58, 477; 


changing conditions since, 475n60; 
Evening Star article, 418; second 
manifesto, xxxvi. See also Political 
Manifesto 

Manti temple, xxxv, xxxvii, 31-32, 41, 
81-82, 94, 116, 353, 396, 421, 430, 
470; artwork by John Bohn, 349; 
construction, 89, 231; plans and 
deed, 93; payroll, 335; roof burned 
off, 305; securing land, 436 

Mariger, Lawrence C., 26; conduct to- 
ward Nuttall, 24 

marriage and family, 68, 80, 83, 96-97, 
174; permission to take Mayan wife, 
174; wife neglect, 100. See also di- 
vorce 

Marysvale, Utah, 79; bridge, 80 

McAllister, John D. T., xxxv, 15, 89; 
baptism for dead, 450; court case, 
369-370; New Mexico mission, 38; 
nosebleed on train, 85; St. George 
temple, 74-76; temple president, 154 

McCornick, William S., 5, 10, 15; bank, 
357-58; recommended for governor, 
324 

McDonald, Alexander F., 5, 20; on 
Mexican land purchases, 449, 451; 
set apart for Arizona mission, 44 

McGregor, William C., valid marriage 
questioned, 275 

McRae, Alexander M., retaliates for at- 
tack on Musser, 18n27; verdict pend- 
ing, 19 

Meadowville, Utah, 87, 101, 103 

medicine, xvn8, 24, 93, 210, 316-17; 
dentistry, 55; hipo sulphatic, xv; John 
Park poisoned by doctor, 24; medical 
school, 372; tincture of iron, xv. See 
also Deseret Hospital; health prob- 
lems; illness; Lund, Anthon H.; Par- 
tridge, Edward; Savage, Charles R. 

Meegan, F. W., buys Inland Salt Co., 
446, 449 

Merrill, Marriner Wood, xxxv; assisted 


497 



Index 


by Niels Christian Edlifsen, 153; Lo- 
gan temple president, 145-46, 152; 
on Hotel Templeton, 429n24; on 
land adjacent to temple, 399-400; 
proposed for Quorum of Twelve, 
378; regarding plural marriages in 
Logan temple, 309 

Mexico, colonization laws, 207; Indian 
tribes, 29n41; land available, 429, 
449; George M. Brown asks for help 
in settling, 438; Saints in need, 199. 
See also Rhondakanaty, Plotino 
Middleton, Charles F., on Ogden stake 
meeting house, 157-58 
Miles, John, bigamy case, 5-6 
Millennial Star, 28, 44, 120, 265nl6, 
318, 441 

Miner, Aurelius, 13; attorney in Erne- 
line Macintosh case, 5; on estate of 
Brigham Young, 48 

Minersville, Utah, 43, 46, 125; described 
by Robert T. Burton, 122-23 
mining, 55, 112-14, 390; assaying coal, 
176; bad air, 163-64; Cedar Canyon, 
144; Comstock area, 234; East Tintic 
district, 55n3; Eureka mines, 163-67; 
Eureka Tintic district, 234; freight 
from Bullionville, 145; property, 125, 
234; shared claims, 482; surveys, 162- 
63, 167; Tintic mine, 1 13. See also 
Bullion, Beck & Champion Mine; 
coal; Eureka Hill Company 
missionaries, 14, 21, 36-39, 42-43, 50, 
67, 120, 129, 228, 275-76, 280, 297, 
314, 327, 349, 362-63, 368, 372-73, 
394, 423, 441, 452; British mission, 
131-32, 204; New Zealand, 276, 327, 
421-22. See also European mission; 
Samoa; Sandwich Islands; Scandina- 
via; Turkey 

Mitchell, Frederick A., coal matters, 36; 
sells house, 372 

Mocassin Spring, 76; possible purchase, 
77 

Monroe, Utah, 41, 79 


Monthly Free Will Offering Fund, 
483-85 

Moore, John, applies for naturalization, 
396, 398; questioned about temple 
oath against U. S. government, 384- 
85 

Morgan, John, 9; concerned about 
Southern missionaries, 362-63; cor- 
respondence on missionary murder, 
30n43, 39n54; engages detective, 
finds body of Alma Richards, 297, 
352, 357; sent east to present politi- 
cal question, 401 
Morgan, Utah, 24, 104 
Mormon Battalion, 44 
Moroni, Utah, 32, 115 
Morrill Anti-Bigamy Act, xiv, 3, 6n4, 
82n35, 228-29. See also Edmunds 
Act; polygamy 

Moyle, James H., appearance at court, 
308; death from typhoid pneumonia, 
430; funeral, 431; studies law in Ann 
Arbor, 93-94; takes John McAllister 
case, 369-70; transports Charles W. 
Penrose from prison, 394 
Mt. Carmel, 14, 22, 77, 109n61, 1 1 1 
Mt. Pleasant, Utah, 82, 115 
Murray, Eli H., appointed governor, 88; 
grants Allan G. Campbell election 
and declares George Q. Cannon 
non-citizen, 82n35 

music, 399, 408, 478; entertainment in 
Tabernacle, 367; hymn for Logan 
temple dedication, 139n37; Logan 
tabernacle choir, 141; marching 
bands honor John Taylor, 141; New 
York fireman concert, 225; phono- 
graph, 405; “When Johnny Comes 
Marching Home Again,” 367n61; 
Zion’s Musical Society, 5. See also 
Gilmore, Patrick Sarsfield; Taberna- 
cle Choir 

Musser, Amos M., 6n6, 9, 18; assaulted 
with rawhide whip, 17n26; author of 
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“Utah Farmer,” 46-47; awaits court 
verdict, 19; pamphlet criticized, 48 
Mutual Improvement Associations, 13, 
78, 129-30, 141, 265nl6, 297, 348, 
352, 426; George C. Lambert resigns 
as superintendent, 297; financial 
debt, 128 


National Democrat , article by Ambrose 
B. Carlton, 416-17; article on Mor- 
mons, 418 

National Irrigation Congress, 469-70 

National Woman’s Suffrage Associa- 
tion, 248-49, 304 

Native Americans, xxii, 41, 71, 76, 78, 
81, 85, 92n44, 95, 108, 150-51, 281, 
438; Abraham Lincoln creates 
Uintah-Ouray Reservation, 92n44; 
attend bowery dedication, 160; bap- 
tized, 98, 100; Chief Santaquin, 116; 
“Chugg,” 77-78; Colorado Utes, 
92n44; Indian Committee, 406; In- 
dian mission, 27; meet with John 
Taylor, 128; Mesa mission, 304; Oo- 
jumbee, 151; proposal to move to 
San Juan County, 281; Southern Ute 
Reservation, 281n31; Wunzemuntz, 
151. See also Bannock Indians; Wash- 
akie, Chief; Hess, John W.; Hill, 
George W.; “Indian” Frank; Kanosh; 
Manarr, “Indian Joe”; Malad Indian 
Farm; Paiute Indians; Shoshone In- 
dians; Tenney, Ammon M.; Wright, 
Amos R.; Zundel, Isaac 

naturalization, see immigration and nat- 
uralization 

Nauvoo, Illinois, xx, 96-97; militia, xiii; 
temple, 58 

Nebeker, George, 21; appointment as 
missionary, 43 

Nebeker, Perry, 102; chastised by John 
Taylor, 103 

Needham, Tommy, provides Alonzo 
Hyde with prostitute, 456; cashes 
prostitute’s check, 465 


Nelson, Aaron, securing coal claim, 
72-73 

Nephi, Utah, 21, 38, 44, 67, 82, 88-89 
newspapers, 243, 279; New York Herald, 
interview with John T. Caine, 243; 
New York Star, 264nl5; New York Sun, 
28; Ogden Herald, 199; Territorial En- 
quirer, 16. See also Caine, John T.; 
Deseret News; Hinman, W. T.; Idaho 
Independent; Millennial Star, National 
Democrat; Ogden Commercial; Ogden 
Standard; Saints Advocate; Salt Lake 
Herald; Salt Lake Times; Salt Lake Tri- 
bune; St. Louis Globe Democrat 
Nielsen, Hans, adultery case in Wash- 
ington, D. C., 327, 333; closing argu- 
ment, 343n36; verdict, 348 
Nuttall, Clara (daughter), 107; BYA 
graduation, 476 

Nuttall, Elizabeth (wife), 8, 21, 34, 64, 
73, 107; birthdays, 251, 457; health, 
344-45; letter from L. John, 26; noti- 
fies L. John about birth of grand- 
daughter, 323; purchases at ZCMI, 
36-37; shows L. John plans for 
house, 385; trip to Provo, 54; visits 
with husband, 112-13, 174 
Nuttall, Elizabeth Ann (daughter), see 
Shumway, Elizabeth Ann Nuttall 
Nuttall, Harriet (daughter), see Taylor, 
Harriet 

Nuttall, John (son), see Taylor, John 
(son of L. John and Sophia) 

Nuttall, Joseph Louis (brother), xxxix; 
arranges funeral for mother, 55; 
blesses mother, 54; L. John speaks to 
about marriage, 373; letter from L. 
John, 29 

Nuttall, Joseph William (son), gradua- 
tion, 352; twenty-first birthday, 165- 
66 

Nuttall, Leonard John, bank director, 
25; birth, xii; birthday celebrations, 
43, 55, 165-66, 198, 256, 359, 362, 
411,415; bishop, xiii; blesses sick fam- 
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ily members, 29-30, 54, 57; boating 
accident, 311n6; Brigham Young es- 
tate, xiv; Bullion, Beck and Cham- 
pion Mine, 163, 166-67; business ac- 
tivities, xvi, 131, 279, 446, 449; char- 
acter traits, xxviii, 378; church 
finances, 32, 155-56, 320; church 
schools, 173, 482-83; civic duties, 

112; death, xvi, xxix; dental work, 55, 
173; diary, xvii, xi, xxixn26; domestic 
chores, 9, 172-73, 224-25, 230, 236, 
240-41, 244, 326, 373, 463; erysipelas, 
315-16, 428; family activities, 135, 
174, 232, 300; family births, 121, 323; 
family deaths, 42, 73; group photos, 
254-56; health, xv, 91, 189, 232-33, 
296-97, 429-30, 435, 455, 455n32, 
471; hiding from federal marshals, 
xv, 37, 267, 279, 281, 283-85, 319, 
343, 356, 358, 409nl0, 462; Indian 
affairs, 41, 61; John Taylor estate, 
281, 287-88, 307-09, 329-33, 454; Lo- 
gan temple, 137, 140, 149; military, 
xii; mining industry, 46, 113-14; mis- 
sion, xiii; “New Order” book, 472, 
476; nursingjohn Taylor’s health, 
217; Orderviile, 131; polygamy, 
xxviin21, 19, 30, 80, 418nl5, 457-58; 
public life, xiii; regent of University 
of Deseret, 171n4; relationship to 
John T. Caine, 234, 258; secretarial 
assignments, xx-xxii, 3, 32, 205-06, 
212, 222, 232-33, 308, 467, 484-85; 
“Sister C” (Catherine Ann Conover), 
471; stake president, xiii-xiv; superin- 
tendent of schools, 52, 59n9, 64, 67, 
310n3; telegrams in cipher, 175, 262, 
262nl3 (Nuttall’s pseudonym “Camp- 
bell”); travels, xxiii, 251; view of John 
Taylor biography, 452-53; view of 
spiritualists, 250; view of U.S. Presi- 
dent Grover Cleveland, 328; visits 
Jewish synagogue, 252-53; visits 
Protestant churches, 244, 246, 259- 
61, 406-10, 413, 415-17, 479-80; visits 
Susan B. Anthony, 251; visits U.S. 
President Benjamin Harrison, 408, 


416; visits U.S. President Grover 
Cleveland, 239; visits Smithsonian 
Institution, 254-55; washing feet, 56; 
Washington, D. C., 236-38, 249-52, 
254, 264, 402, 403nl. See also finan- 
cial affairs 

Nuttall, Leonard John, Jr. (son), xxxix, 
10; loading freight, 11; meets up 
with father, 107; seeks government 
job, 240-41; still birth of child, 470 
Nuttall, Mary (daughter), graduation, 
352; teachingjob in Mt. Pleasant, 
Utah, 363 

Nuttall, Mary Langhorn (mother), xii, 
xxxix, 107; illness and death, 54 
Nuttall, Sophia (wife), see Taylor, 
Sophia 

Nuttall, Thomas (son), 107, 111-12 
Nuttall, Wilford (son), 107, 113; not 
well, 66 

Nuttall, William Ephraim (brother), xii, 
xxxix, 54-55; blesses ailing mother, 
54 

oath of vengeance, 384-85, 386-89, 392 
Ogden City Railway, 261, 279 
Ogden Commercial newspaper, 444-45. 

See also Cannon, John Q. 

Ogden Standard newspaper, 424, 

442-43; editor chosen, 444; keeping 
afloat, 320; stock, 309. See also Can- 
non, Frank J. 

Old Hall, spiritualist meeting at, 250 
Oliphant, Charles H., plans to leave 
Kanab, 352 

Oneida County, Idaho, 118; organized 
into stake, 119 

Orderviile, Utah, xiii, 9, 43, 75, 77-78, 
109-11, 170, possible changes in, 
130-31; reserve fund, 131n22 
Osmond, George, offers to help Charles 
C. Rich, 88; telegram about Rich’s 
funeral, 115 
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Ottinger, George M., plumbing plans 
for St. George temple, 379-80 

Paiute Indians, xxii, 281n31 
Pan American Congress, 410 
Panguitch, Utah, 43, 74, 78-79, 81, 107 
pardon, for polygamy charges, 415, 465- 
66; petition for George Q. Cannon, 
294, 296, 299, 303, 306. See also 
Caine, John T.; Clawson, Rudger; 
Livingston, Charles; Richards, Frank- 
lin S.; Taylor, John 

Parowan, Utah, xxviiin23, 5, 69, 71, 75 
Parry, Joseph Hyrum, whipped by mob, 
21; returns from mission in Wales, 42 
Partridge, Edward, recognition of 
church authority, 47-48; takes money 
to Kanosh for medicine, 68 
Paxman, William, released from New 
Zealand mission, 349; returns home, 
372 

Payson, Utah, 21, 83; Payson Co-op, 83 
penitentiary, xix, 12, 263, 303, 305, 

308, 318, 321, 324, 334, 339, 349, 
375, 377, 381, 426. See also prison 
Penrose, Charles W., xxxv, 8, 19; claims 
false statements in Utah Commission 
report, 474; court testimony, 391-92; 
denial of Thomas Anderson’s asser- 
tions, 397-98; discharged from prison, 
394; editor of Deseret News, 81; opin- 
ion of proposed state constitution, 
186-87; opinion of Scott Amendment, 
184nl9; response to Illustrated Ameri- 
can, 437, 438n6; sentenced for con- 
tempt of court, 391 
People’s Party, 264nl5, 272-73, 275, 
278-79, 293, 373, 397-98, 401, 407, 
442, 443nll; disbanded, 459n40; 
grand rally, 422; nominations, 359- 
61; organized by LDS Church, 
208n36; People’s Central Commit- 
tee, 59n9; proposal for ward clubs, 
361 


Perpetual Emigration Fund, 175n9, 
228n51 

Peters, George S., church attorney, 
257-58; pushes for cases against LDS 
leaders, 312-13, 317; proposes indict- 
ment against Joseph F. Smith, 342 
Petersen, Canute, 32; arrested for un- 
lawful cohabitation, 223 
photography, 254; Hyrum Sainsbury 
photographs Woodruff and Cannon, 
454 

Pinto, Utah, 69, 72 
Pioneer Day, 216-17 
Pipe Springs, Arizona, 76, 109; cattle in 
settlement, 275 
Pleasant Grove, Utah, 22, 1 16 
plural marriage, see polygamy 
Political Manifesto, xxxvi, 268nl8 
politics, 92, 109n6L 188n22, 195, 208, 
215-16, 257, 273, 280, 309, 326, 346, 
350, 357-61, 372, 398, 401-02, 406-08, 
414, 425, 440, 442; Christian Princi- 
ples of Civil Government, 409; Citi- 
zen’s Party, 443nll; Liberal Party, 
208n36; lobbying, 177-78; National 
Democrat, article on Mormons, 418; 
Republican platform against Mor- 
mons, 255; silver issue, xxxvi. See also 
elections; People’s Party 
polygamy, xv-xvi, xxiii-xxvii, xxxv-xxxvii, 
3nl, 6n4, 28, 30-31, 33, 36-40, 49, 51, 
66, 82n35, 93-94, 96-97, 103, 119, 

148, 169nl, 172, 174, 177-78, 184-88, 
190n26, 195, 204, 207, 220n45, 223, 
228-29, 238, 246n2, 248, 251, 257, 
259, 260-61, 263, 267, 270n21, 279, 
284, 288-89, 295, 298, 305-06, 309, 
311, 318, 327, 333, 342-44, 357, 364, 
367-68, 391-93, 417-18, 425n23, 438- 
40, 442, 447n21, 457, 471, 474-75, 
477-78; anti-polygamy laws, 298; 
Anti-Polygamy Society, 17n26;John 
C. Bennett, 51; permission sought, 
30; underground, 323, 373; Wood- 
ruff revelation to preserve, 393-96. 
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See also amnesty; bigamy; celestial 
marriage; Edmunds-Tucker Act/ bill; 
Manifesto of 1890; Morrill Anti-Big- 
amy Act; Nielsen, Hans; raids 
Powell, John Wesley, explores Colo- 
rado River, 367, 394 
Pratt, Lehi “Lee,” Bambergers want 
payment for springs, 470; discovers 
Alonzo Hyde with prostitute, 456-57, 
464; manages Saratoga Hot Springs, 
455n32; receives notice to leave, 477 
Pratt, Orson, returns from Great Brit- 
ain, 24 

Pratt, Parley P., exploring expedition, 
79n34; family requests royalties for 
Voice of Warning, 334 
Pratt, Romania B., criticized for run- 
ning of Deseret Hospital, 423; leaves 
hospital, 312 

prayer circle, 12-13, 347, 349, 351 
Preston, William B., xxxv, 60-61 
priesthood, 265-66; Aaronic, 64; igno- 
rance of, 90; Melchizedek, 48, 53, 

64; organization, 53-54, 336; powers, 
473; Oliver Cowdery ordains Joseph 
Smith, 64 

prison, 15, 17-18, 20, 23, 377, 381; in- 
carceration, 186, 298; over misuse of 
property, 4n3, 12; over not paying 
fine, 375; reduced sentence, 281-82; 
See also legal affairs; penitentiary 
prostitution, 456, 465; brothels, 257nll. 
See also Cannon, Frank J.; Hyde, 
Alonzo E.; Needham, Tommy 
Provo, Utah, chapel, 467, 472; indus- 
try, 10nl3, 291; militia, xii; NuttalTs 
second home, xii, xv 
Provo temple, deed for land, 317-19, 
329. See also Breherton, Richard 

raids, xxiii; federal, xxxvi; on polyga- 
mists, 365; on historian’s office, 461, 
464n47 

railroad, 57n7, 62, 69-70, 79, 117, 124- 


26, 134, 145, 155, 165-66, 219, 236- 
37, 246, 251-52, 300, 341, 356, 382, 
424, 427, 436, 476, 481; Atlantic, 
57n7; Canadian Pacific, 383; car for 
John Taylor from W. B. Doddridge, 
117; Central Pacific, 341; Coal Creek 
Canyon, 124; electric, 366; Pacific, 
57-58n7; Pleasant Valley, 44; Salt Lake 
& Western, 166; Saltair Beach, 481; 
Sanpete Valley, 89; Southern Pacific, 
102n55; train wreck, 374; Utah Cen- 
tral, 102; Utah Eastern, 64; Utah 
Northern, 102n55. See also Denver 
and Rio Grande; Ogden City Railway; 
Salt Lake City Railway; Union Pa- 
cific; Utah Central; Utah and North- 
ern; Utah Southern; Utah Western 
Railroad Hotel, 84-85, 100, 236 
real estate, 15, 31-32, 38-39, 48, 91, 93, 
109-10, 154-55, 171, 179, 181nl7, 
199-200, 234, 285-86, 288-89, 291, 
297, 310, 314, 316-17, 335, 341, 345, 
364, 375, 380, 420-21, 424, 430, 436, 
449, 451-52, 481, 485; in Canada, 336, 
339-40; Lion House, 479n67; “Ros- 
coe Ranch,” 149; value of John Tay- 
lor’s property, 225. See also church 
suits; disfranchisement; Gardo House 
Relief Society, xv, 60nll, 76, 79n34, 
111-12, 128-29, 270, 283; Bathsheba 
W. Smith set apart as second coun- 
selor, 269. See also Richards, Jane S.; 
Wells, Emeline B.; Young, Zina D. H. 
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints, 49n64, 423-24 
revelations, xxiv, xxvi, 95-96, 99n52, 

172, 291, 357, 477n64; church 
founding, 336; through Joseph 
Smith, 404n2; Lars Peterson on re- 
demption of Zion, 357; Pearl of 
Great Price, xxxv; Woodruff on pre- 
serving plural marriage, 393, 395-96. 
See also Book of Mormon 
Rexburg Milling Company, 345-46 
Reynolds, George F., xiv, xxxv, 3, 7-9, 

12; funeral for child, 42; prison, 4-5; 
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replaces Nuttall, 402; Story of the Book 
of Mormon, 306; synopsis of Charles 
Rich’s life, 115-16 

Rhondakanaty, Plotino, editor of Mexi- 
can publication, 30-31 
Rich, Charles C., xxxv, 15-16, 18; con- 
fined to room, 61; death, 61nl4, 115; 
health, 67, 102; reports on fraudu- 
lent elections, 320n16 
Richards, Alma P., detective hired to 
locate, 297, 314; disappearance in 
Mississippi, 275; missing body found, 
352; returned home, 353, 357; search 
for, 294 

Richards, Franklin D., xxxv, 6-7, 12, 16, 
18, 76, 78; asks forgiveness, 33; Book 
of Mormon into French, 354; Brig- 
ham Young estate, 43-45, 98; death 
of wife, 77; organizes Indians into 
wards, 99 

Richards, Franklin S., xxvi, xxxv, 13; 
adultery cases, 318; arguments for 
Utah statehood, 184nl9, 246; ar- 
ranges to rent Tabernacle, 426; at- 
torney in Emeline Macintosh case, 

5; Bassett case, 425-27; church suits, 
229, 476-77; criticizes John W. Young 
on statehood, 245-46; disfranchise- 
ment, 430; George Q. Cannon case, 
188, 306; government job for Leon- 
ard John Nuttall, Jr., 240-41; inter- 
viewed by William M. Springer, 244; 
meets with solicitor general George 
A. Jenks, 258; meets with district at- 
torney, 193-96; Morrill Anti-Bigamy 
Act, 228-29; Nielsen case, 343, 348; 
pays court-appointed receiver, 278; 
reports on Charles Varian case, 450; 
visits with U.S. President Grover 
Cleveland, 239 

Richards, Jane S., criticizes Romania 
Pratt's hospital administration, 423; 
Relief Society first counselor, 269 
Richfield, Utah, 21, 80-81, 117 
Ricks, Thomas E., settlement in Idaho, 


118; president of Bannock Stake, 

119 

Rigdon, Sidney, 156; grandson inter- 
views Wilford Woodruff, 423 
Roberts, Brigham Henry, xxvi; biogra- 
phy of John Taylor, 439, 442-43, 451- 
53, 478; book on gospel principles, 
265; sent east to present political 
question, 401; sent to England to 
evade federal marshals, 265nl6 
Roberts Hotel, barn on fire, 439 
Rockwood, Albert, death and burial, 
48-49 

Rockwood, Albert P., beat wife, but 
sealed to her, 156-57 
Romney, George, falls and breaks el- 
bow and hip, 354-55 
Roueche, Josephine Elizabeth, 177; po- 
lygamously marries John Taylor, 
174n8 

Roueche, Thomas F., xxiv, xxxv; orga- 
nizes Democratic club, 459 
Roundy, Lorenzo, account of drown- 
ing of in Colorado River, 31 1 
Rumell, John H., chosen as Salt Lake 
County recorder over Edwin A. Ire- 
land, 417 

Saints Advocate, 37-38 
saloons, 455-56, 465; and other “evil” 
buildings, 317 

Salt Lake City, gas company, 51, 400; 

incorporation, 380 
Salt Lake City Railway, xvi, 10nl3, 38 
Salt Lake & Deseret Manufacturing & 
Canal Co., 362, 420, 424, 433 
Salt Lake Dramatic Association, xxxiv, 
40-42, 50 

Salt Lake Herald, 17n26, 88, 277-78, 

280, 433; interview with Wilford 
Woodruff, 383 

Salt Lake Literary and Scientific Associ- 
ation, xxvii 
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Salt Lake temple, xxxvii, 453, 485n75; 
boiler, 430; bronze doors, 348; pro- 
posed changes, 283; roof, 325-26; 
Temple Square, 479n67; tunnels 
from annex, 363, 396-97; water sup- 
ply, 91 

Salt Lake Times, sale of, 450-51 
Salt Lake Tribune, 470; “Tribune ring,” 
312-13 

Saltair, 370; harvesting salt, 321 
Saltair Beach Company, xxvii; articles 
of incorporation, 459-60 
Samoa, 343, 421; controversy concern- 
ing, 430; mission to, 351 
San Juan settlement, 20, 45, 69-72, 271 
San Luis Valley, Colorado, canals, 199- 
200. See also Smith, Silas S. 

San Pedro River, 20 
Sandford, Elliott, Utah chief justice 
nomination, 256-57 
Sandwich Islands, 8, 14, 27, 37-38, 47, 
211, 266, 319, 327, 335, 347, 370, 
397, 421; mission to, 37, 170, 227- 
28, 351 

Sanpete County, xviii, xxiii, 21, 42-44, 
50, 115 

Santa Clara, Utah, 15, 74 
Saratoga Hot Springs, 455, 464-65, 470, 
477. See also Beck, John; Pratt, Lehi 
Savage, Charles R., 65; land offered to 
John C. Cutler, 298; suggests medi- 
cine to Nuttall, 316 
Savage, Minot, views on Jesus’s atone- 
ment, 238-39 

Scandinavia, 445; mission to, 14, 24, 60, 
322, 351 

schools, see education 
Scott Amendment, 177-80, 183, 184nl9 
sealings, see temple sealings 
Seattle, Washington, “Great Fire,” 354 
second anointing, xxinl3, 73, 80, 146, 
209, 214, 227, 265, 318, 352, 377, 
399, 420, 431; Hannah Elis’s second 


anointing to Joseph Smith, 176; wash- 
ing feet, 56. See also celestial mar- 
riage; temple rituals 
Sevier River, redirecting water, 356; 

unappropriated water, 362 
sex, see adultery; marriage and family; 
prostitution 

Sharp, John, 4, 6-7, 9-10, 12, 15-16, 19; 
bigamy charge, 183nl8; bonds for 
Salt Lake Dramatic company, 42; le- 
gal firm, 183nl8; rejects appoint- 
ment as superintendent of schools, 
59; visits temple block, 39 
Shaughnessey, U.S. Marshal, 8, 10nl3, 
12; court proceedings over Brigham 
Young estate, 15; selves subpoenas 
to church leaders, 23 
Sheets, Elijah F., 27; church herd in 
Idaho, 149; purchase of ranch, 154 
Shoshone Indians, xxii, 21, 61nl5, 98- 
99, 100, 150. See also Washakie, Chief 
Shumway, Elizabeth Ann Nuttall, 55, 

73, 73n28; birthday, 411; births, 121, 
323; daughter’s death, 73 
Shumway, George A., xxxix; errand for 
father-in-law, 173 

sickness, see health problems; illness 
Silver Reef, Utah, 75; possible closing 
of telegraph office, 132 
Skull Valley, 364, 366, 368, 372. See also 
Hawaiian colonization 
“Sleepy Jim,” claims to have returned 
to earth as ruler and king, 290-91 
Smart, William H., xxviiin23; released 
from Turkish mission, 394 
Smith, Albert, sick with diphtheria, 105; 
death, 106 

Smith, Eliza R. Snow, see Snow, Eliza R. 
Smith, Emma, xxiinl4, 21n33, 37-38; 
lets John Bernhisel see Joseph Smith's 
manuscript of Bible, 26-27 
Smith, Jesse N., 39, 69; requests release 
from railroad, 70 
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Smith, John Henry, xiii, xxxv, 72-74; 
anoints L. John Nuttall for health, 
429-30; brother’s sickness, 75-76; loy- 
alty to Republican party, 459; sub- 
poenaed in Joseph F. Smith case, 344 
Smith, Joseph, xii, xxii, xxxiv, 24, 37, 
64-65, 95; confers keys of kingdom, 

1 04-05; confers priesthood 64; meets 
with John Taylor, 58-60; new transla- 
tion of Bible, 26-27; organizes Coun- 
cil of Fifty, 54n2; plural wife Maty 
Elizabeth Rollins Leightner, 123; re- 
demption of dead, 72; revelation on 
celestial marriage, 96-97; revelations, 
404n2; sketch of life in Appleton 8c 
Company Cylopedia, 227; view of 
Adam, 53-54; view on the Holy Ghost, 
62; washes feet at temple, 56 
Smith, Joseph F., xiii-xiv, xxvi, xxxv, 
xxxvii, 5-8, 11, 13, 19, 28; Barn Lot 
land, 375; certificate of appointment, 
67; child ill, 280; counselor to Wilford 
Woodruff (says would rather go to 
Tasmania), 337-38; daughter dies, 9; 
family accompanies L. John Nuttall 
to Little Cottonwood Canyon, 358; 
fined by court, 327; health, 221-22; 
indictment for unlawful cohabita- 
tion, 342; leads lobbying effort, 247; 
plaster bust, 480; portrait painted, 
374; recommends political parties, 
443; reconciles with George Q. Can- 
non, 376; Saratoga Springs, 470; 
sends family away, 343-44; sent to 
Hawaii, 21 ln38, 212; son dies, 364; 
speaks at William Clayton funeral, 

50; testifies in church suits, 477; U.S. 
President Benjamin Harrison grants 
amnesty, 460, 464-66, 468, 472-73; 
wanted by grand jury, 148 
Smith, Silas S., 20; complaints against 
by San Luis members, 444 
Smithsonian Institution, 254; reports, 
47 

Smoot, Abraham O., xxxvi, 5, 7, 12, 18, 
23, 27; donates land to Brigham 


Young Academy, 121; failing health, 
466-67; procures land for Provo tem- 
ple, 326 

Smoot, Reed, set apart for European 
mission, 426; shared mining claims, 
482 

Snail Island, under water, 51 
Snell, George W., sale of Little Cotton- 
wood Canyon land, 94-95 
Snow, Eliza R., authorizes Hannah Elis’s 
second anointing to Joseph Smith, 

1 76; Grand Army of the Republic- 
posts, 172 

Snow, Erastus, xxxvi, 5, 9-13, 16, 27-28, 
45, 69, 72-74, 107-09; abused by Wil- 
liam Lcany, 75; celebrates birthday, 
73; committee to aid St.Johns, Ari- 
zona, 127nl9; letter to L. John Nut- 
tall, 46; principal in Young, Smith 8c 
Tenney, 70n26; property purchased 
by church, 310; report on San Juan 
colonists, 69n24, 70; report on Juarez, 
Mexico, 207; says Joseph Smith was 
sixth angel in Book of Revelation, 

95; sets son apart for mission, 14; 
told to send funds to Mexican Saints, 
199; urges abandonment of commu- 
nal order, 1 1 ln64; wants L. John 
Nuttall to come to Mexico, 232-33 
Snow, Lorenzo, xxxvi, 15-16, 18; auto- 
biography completed, 32 1 ; news of 
Joseph Standing's murder, 13 
Social Hall, 215; school opened, 173 
Speers, Adam, member of territorial 
legislature, 215 

Spence, William C., xxinl3, xxxvi, 28; 
coordinates immigration, 428; peti- 
tions U.S. President Benjamin Harri- 
son for amnesty for all Saints, 478; 
subpoenaed in Joseph F. Smith case, 
344 

Spencer, Howard O., xxxvi, 26, 109, 
111, 116; phasing out United Order, 
109n62, 110; resigns as L. John Nut- 
tail’s councillor, 108; trial, 347-49 
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Springville, Utah, 42, 44 
Spry, William, arrested in lieu of Frank- 
lin Haymore, 368; concern for South- 
ern missionaries, 362-63; helps search 
for missing Alma Richards, 275n27, 
297, 314; honorably released from 
mission, 452 

St. George, Utah, xxxv; scenic beauty, 
127 

St. George temple, xxnl2, xxxv, 74, 89, 
101, 450; contains vault, 128; dedica- 
tion, xi, xinl; financial matters, 128, 
335; John McAllister’s assignment, 
154; labor, 75; plumbing, 76, 379-80, 
388-89 

St.Johns, Arizona, opposition from lo- 
cal people, 127nl9; missionaries, 

129; purchase of property, 39, 45, 

50; rebate, 291 

St. Johns, Idaho, residents request 
church organization, 161-62 
St. Joseph, Arizona, organization of 
stake, 189-90 

St. Louis Globe Democrat, 26; interview 
with Wilford Woodruff, 383 
stakes, 119, 189-90; aposdes assigned 
to visit, 200-01; re-organizing, 270-71 
Standing, Joseph, court inquiry into his 
murder, 26, 30; funeral, 14, 16-18; 
shot and killed, 13, 39n54 
Stanley, Henry, journalist-explorer, 
447-48 

Stayner, Arthur, 7n8; asks for a loan, 
222-23; sugar industry, 269 
Stewart, James Zebulon, mission to Mex- 
ico, 36; Articles of Faith, Book of 
Mormon translation into Spanish, 40- 
41. See also Trejo, Meliton Gonzalez 
stocks, see investments 
Stuart, George, Saints in Idaho not 
very faithful, 161-62 
Sudbury, Samuel )., xxxvi; claim on 
Mill House, 306 

sugar industry, 222-23, 269, 335, 424, 


425, 427, 466, 461-462n45; sugar 
beets, xiin4. See also Stayner, Arthur 
Sullivan, Devin, mining foreman, 113- 
14; surveys Bullion, Beck and Eureka 
mines, 166 

Sutherland, George, 10; attorney in 
Bullion, Beck mine dispute, 227 

Tabernacle, 1 1, 14, 17, 22, 26, 30, 34, 
43, 371, 382-83; musical entertain- 
ment, 367; new, 50; rented out for 
concerts, 376-77, 426; repairs, 376; 
seating capacity, 424, 428 
Tabernacle Choir, 318-19; Evan Steph- 
ens, director, 445 

Talmage, James E., set apart to study 
science in Philadelphia, 92 
Tanner, Joseph M., 8, 21; released 
from mission in Turkey, 223 
Taylor, Bruce, letter about Nuttall, 
287-88; petition regardingjohn Tay- 
lor estate, 329-330, 331-33; wants 
Nuttall removed as executor of es- 
tate, 281, 284-85 

Taylor, Harriet, child of L. John Nuttall 
and Sophia Taylor, xl; death, 29-30; 
grave site, 42; illness, 9, 10 
Taylor, John, xii, xiv-xv, xxiii, xxxv, 
xxxvii, xl, 3-6, 8-11, 13, 18-21, 27, 29, 
31-34, 36, 39, 45-47, 59-60, 66-68, 92, 
177; administrative acts, 30-31, 38, 
90, 14244, 35 ln46; biography, 222, 
227; birthday celebration, 43, 68, 

171; business and industry, 35, 69- 
70, 127, 130-31, 157, 181; civic in- 
volvement, 40n56, 41-42; Salt Lake 
Theatre Corporation, 51-52, 59 (re- 
jects district school superintendency); 
death, xix, xxiv-xxv, xxxv-xxxvi, 217- 
19; estate, 196, 225, 227, 230, 260, 
264, 275, 281, 284-85, 287-88, 307-09, 
329-33, 384, 454; funerals, 16n25, 50, 
219-22; health, 12, 188-91, 192-93, 
197-98, 205-09, 212, 213-15; (state of 
mind), 215; honored by marching 
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bands, 141; Indian policies and inter- 
action, xxiii, 15, 68, 78-79, 98-99, 

128, 150-51, 160; interviews, 26, 28; 
legal problems, 7, 10-11, 15-17, 23, 
33; pastoral duties, xxii, 14, 28, 
30n43, 39n54, 58, 67, 80-82, 93-94, 
151-52; politics, 48 (sets apart George 
O. Cannon as Utah delegate), 187 
(view of Edmunds-Tucker bill); po- 
lygamy, 51, 66n20, 103, 123, 174n8 
(marries daughter of Thomas F. 
Roueche); ranch at Bear Lake, 44, 

61, 63-64; revelations, xxiv, 95n48 (to 
fill hierarchy positions), 96-97 (celes- 
tial marriage), 172 (celestial mar- 
riage); son’s death, 48; teachings, 48, 
50, 53-54, 62, 68-69, 90-91, 95, 97, 
104-05, 141, 151, 231 (“Epistle”), 471; 
temples, 74 (simplicity of design), 84, 
130, 135-40, 143-44; underground, 
169, 171n3, 174 

Taylor, John (son of L. John Nuttall 
and Sophia Taylor), death, 58; sick, 
21 

Taylor, John W., 40, 85; arranges fu- 
neral for Harriet, 30; Canadian set- 
tlement, 294-95, 336, 340; complaint 
against George Q. Cannon, 307; crit- 
icizes John T, Caine, 324-25; departs 
despite father’s ill health, 206-07; ex- 
communication, xxxvi; father’s es- 
tate, 260, 264, 307-08; polygamy, 
298-99 

Taylor, Joseph E., sexton at funerals, 
58, 218-19 

Taylor Lenora, xl; daughter of John 
Taylor, 115 

Taylor, Sophia, xiv, xvi, xl, 9, 14, 55, 

57, 106-07, 113; birthdays, 43, 257- 

58, 362; children’s deaths, 29-30, 58; 
father’s heirs, 309; house, 225, 279 
(deed), 283-84 (mortgage), 370 (new), 
414 (raided by deputies); husband 
(L. John Nuttall) wants to invest her 
money, 476; in hiding, 313-14, 356; 
payments to ZCMI, 172 


Taylor, Thomas, 14; administers to 
Nuttall’s dying son, 58; asked to haul 
Railway Iron, 145; examination of 
coal samples in Iron City, 127 
Taylor, Thomas E., affairs regarding es- 
tate of father (John Taylor), 230; col- 
lects bill from Sophia Taylor, 414 
Taylor, William W., xl, 106; visits John 
Taylor’s ranch, 61 

Teasdale, George, xxxvi, 21, 390; anxi- 
ety over British trip, 341-42, 344; 
fainting spell, 137; returns from 
England, 325, 328 

telegraph, 24, 132, 172n6; Elmira New 
York Telegraph, 400; telegrams, 1 15, 
127, 175, 177-80, 193-96, 194n28, 
201-03, 257, 262, 272, 273n23, 417- 
18, 422, 430, 432-33 
temple block, Independence, Missouri, 
203, 293, 403-04; chapel built on, 
217; title in question, 420, 468-69 
temple block, Provo, see Provo temple 
temple rituals: covenants, 119; ordi- 
nances, xxviiin23, 146, 152-53; spe- 
cial clothing, 36n49, 424, 430. See 
also adoption; endowments; oath of 
vengeance; prayer circle; second 
anointing 

Temple Saw Mill, Logan, 59, 87 
temple sealings, 151, 153, 156-58, 174, 
176, 192, 319, 371. See also Andrews, 
Ellen Clifford; Conover, Catherine 
Ann; Jackson, Mary Ann; Rockwood, 
Albert P. 

temples, 64; construction, 60; dedica- 
tion, xxnl2; worthiness to attend, 
276-77. See also Angell, Truman O., 
Jr.; Logan temple; Manti temple; 
temple rituals; temple sealings 
Templeton Hotel, 485n75; financial 
loss, 461; houses church offices, 479; 
opening, 429 

Tennessee, Lookout Mountain, 237 
Tenney, Ammon M., interpreted be- 
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tween Indians and Wilford Wood- 
ruff, 29n41; purchases St.Johns, Ari- 
zona, property, 50; released from In- 
dian mission, 304 

test oath, 282-83, 381, 447n21. See also 
Idaho test oath 

Thatcher, Moses, xxvii, xxxvi, 16, 18-19, 
21; considers L. John Nuttall offi- 
cious, 378; creates strife in quorum, 
268-69, 320; grievances against 
George Q. Cannon (Bullion, Beck 
mine), 291-92, 294, 333-34, 363, 466; 
Logan temple dedication, 129; Mar- 
riner W. Merrill’s assistant, 153; Mex- 
ican mission, 36, 41, 199, 429, 449; 
on Saratoga Springs, 470; reports on 
state of affairs in Idaho, 277-78; re- 
sists arrest for unlawful cohabita- 
tion, 261 

theater, St. George Dramatic Associa- 
tion, xxxv; Salt Lake Theatre, 320. 

See also dancing; Salt Lake Dramatic 
Association 

theology, keys of dispensation, 64. See 
also Adam; baptism, for the dead; ce- 
lestial marriage; Taylor, John, teach- 
ings; Woodruff, Wilford, teachings; 
Zion 

Thistle Valley, Utah, 41, 98 
Thomas, Arthur L., appointed gover- 
nor of Utah, 347, 411 
Thomas, Rebecca, seeks help from 
John Taylor about her marriage to 
now deceased John Williams, 151 
Thompson, Mercy R., hay stacks 
burned, 28 

Thompson, William, U. S. deputy, kills 
Edward Dalton, 213 
Thurman, Samuel R., candidate for 
Democratic party, 279-80 
time capsule, 473-74 
tithing, 18, 31, 33, 36n49, 38, 41, 43-44, 
48, 75, 77, 90-91, 102-03, 112, 117, 
122-23, 129, 132, 145, 157, 161, 173, 
178-80, 192-93, 228, 298, 305-08, 312, 


315, 323, 351, 365, 425, 431-32, 450, 
452, 463, 464n47, 477; improve- 
ments to tithing office, 68 
Tooele, Utah, 39, 40, 50-51, 72 
Toquerville, Utah, 22, 28, 42, 76 
Trejo, Meliton Gonzalez, 31-32n44, ap- 
pointment as missionary, 39; trans- 
lates portions of Articles of Faith 
and Book of Mormon into Spanish, 
40-41 

Trumbo, Isaac, 241; involvement with 
Bullion, Beck mine, 465; works for 
Utah statehood, 397n94 
Tullidge, Edward W., funds for pub- 
lishing history of Utah, 310; publica- 
tion of Tullidge’ s Histories, 312 
Turkey, mission prospering, 311, 334, 
394 

Uintah Valley, xiii, xvii, 92n44 
“underground,” Mormon, see Nuttall, 
Leonard John, hiding; polygamy; 
Taylor, John; Taylor, Sophia, in hid- 
ing; Woodruff, Wilford 
Union Pacific Hotel, 59 
Union Pacific Railroad, 62, 64, 102, 
104, 236, 252, 300, 424-25, 436, 476 
United Order, xiii-xiv, 36n49, 109-10, 
291; foundry, 101; proposed dissolu- 
tion, 130-31. See also Orderville 
United States, Constitution, xxvi; Land 
Commission, 27; Supreme Court, 
249. See also Utah Commission 
University of Deseret, xvi, 2 1 ; becomes 
University of Utah, 171n4 
University of Utah, formerly University 
of Deseret, 171n4 

Utah, admission into the Union, 47; 

history, 270. See also Utah statehood 
Utah Central Railway, 88, 91, 102, 106- 
07, 165-67, 341, 344, 382; special car 
to carry John Taylor’s body, 219 
Utah Commission, 90-92, 94 
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Utah Farmer, pamphlet by Amos Musser, 
46-47 

Utah & Northern Railroad, 85, 87, 101, 
117, 134, 155, 382 
Utah statehood, xxvi-xxvii, 49n63, 
183-85, 187, 238-40, 243, 245-46, 

248, 282, 296, 300, 397n94, 436-37, 
439; constitution, 186-87, 190, 195, 
200, 204; convention, 198, 231, 235; 
ratification, 197, 209-10. See also 
Cullom-Struble Bill; Scott amend- 
ment; Utah Territorial Bill 
Utah Southern Railroad, 88n40, 89 
Utah Sugar Company, xxviii, 476, 481, 
483 

Utah Territorial Bill, 296-97, 299, 448 
Utah Territorial Fair, 473, 475 
Utah War, xii-xiii, xvii, 471n55 
Utah Western Railroad, 21, 40 

van Zile, Philip T., district attorney, 28, 
31; charges James Burningham with 
bigamy, 39 

Varian, Charles S., xxxvi, 458; church 
suits, 446-47, 449-50 
vice, see drunkenness; prostitution 
violence, Amos Musser assaulted, 17- 
18; Cane Creek massacre, 158n62; 
Haun’s Mill massacre, 123; lynch- 
ings, 106; Mountain Meadows massa- 
cre, 484; murder, 57, 68, 105-06, 
275n27, 390; persecution, xxv, 364; 
shootings, 213, 481. See also guns; 
law enforcement; Richards, Alma; 
Standing, Joseph 

Waddell, Isaac M., assists Nuttall with 
bookkeeping, 286; engaged as attor- 
ney to incorporate Church Ward As- 
sociation, 485 
Wales, Utah, xxiii, 89-91 
Wanship, Utah, 66, 105 
Wardell, Martin D., testimony of in 
Green murder case, 390, 390n86 


Warm Springs Bath Houses, 465n49; 

Zebulon Jacobs requests lease, 174 
Washakie, Chief, xxii, 98; baptized, 
61nl5; people, 151, 192; Washakie 
John visits with John Taylor, 151 
Washakie Indian farm, request for ap- 
propriation, 213-14; saw mill de- 
stroyed by fire, 369; Moroni Ward, 
trustee, 192 

Washington Cotton Factory, 74, 94 
water rights, see irrigation 
Watson, Joseph, refuses to submit 
strikers’ names, 370; on construction 
of new bank building, 427 
weather, difficulties, 70n25, 72, 76, 

107, 130, 165, 353; frost kills crops, 
423; housing materials destroyed, 
161; meteor sighting, 25. See also 
flooding 

Webb, Willis, wanted settlement with 
United Order, 109-10 
Webber, Thomas G., 13; on Logan 
temple debt to ZCMI, 150 
Wells, Daniel H., xxiii, xxxvi-xxxvii, 6, 
11, 13, 27; boating accident, 31 ln6; 
death and funeral, 453-54; health, 
452; second anointing to Hannah 
Grover, 227; speaks at William Clay- 
ton funeral, 50; wanted by grand 
jury, 148 

Wells, Emeline B., Relief Society secre- 
tary, 269-70 

Wells, Junius F., 13-14; subpoenaed to 
appear in Joseph F. Smith case, 344 
Wells, Rulon S., on death of father 
(Daniel H. Wells), 452-53 
West, Caleb W., 411; informs U.S. 
President Grover Cleveland of 
George Q, Cannon’s recent polyg- 
amy, 311, 313nl0 
wheat storage, 270 
Wheeler, Elvira Teepies, requests di- 
vorce from Albert P. Rockwood, 
156-57 
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Whitney, Orson F., writes History of 
Utah, 426-27; reads from book, 484 
Wilckens, Charles H., xxiii, xxxvii, 412; 
informs L. John Nuttall about ar- 
rangements for arrest, 267, 284-85; 
helps move polygamous families, 
314-15 

Wilhelmson, Niels, death, 60, 63 
Williams, Rufus K., 13; attorney in 
Emeline Macintosh case, 5; trial, 14 
Wilson, Jeremiah M., asked to prevent 
Edwin Ireland's appointment as U.S. 
Marshal, 352; telegraphs Wilford 
Woodruff about Idaho prosecutions, 

422 

Winder, John R., xxxvii, 19 

wine, xv, xxiv, 197-198. See also alcohol 

Winsor Ranch, 76, 78-79. 

Woman’s Suffrage Association, 283, 
303-04, 407, 483 

women’s issues, 326, 407; Grand Army 
of the Republic, 1 72; International 
Council of Women, 249; Woman’s 
National Liberal Union, 407. See also 
National Woman’s Suffrage Associa- 
tion; Relief Society; Woman’s Suf- 
frage Association 

Wonderland Dime Museum, visited by 
Nuttall, 479-80 

Woodruff, Wilford, xi-xii, xvi, xxi, xxiv- 
xxvi, xxxiii, xxxv-xxxvii, 13, 94; ad- 
ministrative acts, 221n46, 262, 312, 
324-25, 337, 378; biography, 308; 
birthdays, 322, 446; financial mat- 
ters, 41, 57n7, 345, 392, 455, 467, 
477 (church suits), 484; funerals, 
John Taylor, 220; health, 59, 224, 
230, 264, 315, 323, 353, 435, 446; in- 
terviews, 383, 423; Manifesto, xxvi- 
xxvii, xxxvii, 417-18; on the under- 
ground, 27-29, 39, 50, 127, 220n45 
(pseudonym Lewis Allen), 223n49, 
264; pastoral duties, 106, 174, 176, 
276-77, 369, 422; photograph taken, 
454; plaster bust, 464; portrait 


painted, 372; revelations, xxvi, 
xxviin21, 379n76, 393; teachings, 
104, 360, 362-63 (“wash feet” against 
oppressors). See also Manifesto of 
1890; polygamy 
wool, 74; woollen factory, 311 
Woolley, Edwin D., discussion of Pipe 
Springs, 109; court case, 280 
Word of Wisdom, see alcohol; wine 
Wright, Amos R., 98; Indian liaison, 

61; sends men to council Indians, 99 

YLMIA, see Mutual Improvement Asso- 
ciations 

YMMIA, see Mutual Improvement As- 
sociations 

Young, Brigham, xi-xiii, xxvi, xxxiv- 
xxxvii, 6n6, 21n33, 79n34; arrival in 
Utah, 79n34; Beehive House, 479n67; 
biography in Appleton & Company 
Cylopedia, 227; builds Gardo House, 
52n67; death, 10nl3; directive to 
area leaders, 65nl8; divorce from 
Ann Eliza, 12nl6; estate, 13, xiv, xxii, 
4, 9-10, 13, 15, 23n35, 24-25, 30-32, 
34, 37-38, 44-45, 48, 50, 177; land 
donated for college, 431; on temple 
worship, xx; plaster bust, 121; pro- 
motes silk production, 60nll; settle- 
ment of Castle Valley, 39n55 
Young, Brigham, Jr., xxxvii, 7, 11, 13; 
lawsuit instituted against by Emeline 
Macintosh, 4, 4n3; opts to go to 
prison, 17-18; visited in prison, 19; 
court appearance of, 22; released 
from prison, 23; letter re San Juan 
residents working on railroad, 69n24, 
70; on committee to aid Saints in St. 
Johns, Arizona, 127-128nl9; in- 
structed to go to San Juan County, 
297; appointed to replace George 
Teasdale in Liverpool office, 416; 
wants missionaries for England, 421 
Young, Don Carlos, architect for new 
bank building, 427; approves plan 
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for front steps of Manti temple, 396; 
disagreement on Salt Lake temple 
design, 291; estimates cost of bank 
construction, 353, 360; takes down 
Endowment House, 383 
Young, Emeline A. Macintosh, 8n9, 
9nll, 31, 32, 45; instituted lawsuit 
against Apostles for recovery of 
property, 4 

Young, John W., xxvi-xxvii, 7, 10, 18; 
banking, 240, 264; church lobbyist, 
177-80, 186, 245-46, 247n3, 274; fi- 
nances, 11, 132, 394-95; gives L. John 
Nuttall suit of clothes, 244; health, 
478; indictment for polygamy, 40; 
Mexican property, 341-42, 360, 362; 
name submitted as counselor to 
Twelve, 338; railroad, 421-22, 425; 
summoned to church court, 57n7; 
trustee of Brigham Young College, 
397; Woodruff property, 392 
Young, LeGrand, xxxvii; advises Nut- 
tall about possible indictment for 
unlawful cohabitation, 343 
Young, Seymour B., requests medical 
attention for John Taylor, 210; au- 
thorized to search for Alma Richards, 
294; engages detective, 297; offers to 
buy Salt Lake City Gas, 400 
Young, Susa, 8, 27 
Young, Willard, visits with Wilford 
Woodruff, 279 

Young, Zina D. H., 8, 27, 176, 266; pro- 
motes silk production, 60nll; Relief 
Society president, 269; submits knit- 
ted sample garment, 430 
Young University, trustees for selected, 
449 


Zane, Charles S., xxv, xxxvii, 405; Chief 
Justice, Utah Territory, 350; church 
requests affidavits against, 328; con- 
flict with Marshal Dyer, 310, 314; de- 
cides against LDS Church, 479; not 
appointed to Utah Commission, 335; 
recommends Edwin A. Ireland for 
U. S. Marshal, 352; rules in favor of 
John Rumell as Salt Lake County re- 
corder, 417 

ZCMI, xxxiv, 9, 16, 33, 37, 41, 49-50, 

63, 78, 82, 94, 101, 129, 149-50, 162- 
63, 172-73, 181nl7, 190, 306, 376, 
378, 432, 437, 454, 473, 481; gives 
clothing to Indians, 151; interest on 
church loan cancelled, 136-37; stock- 
holders’ meeting, 266-67, 307-08 

Zion, center place of LDS administra- 
tion, 404 

Zion’s Central Board of Trade, xxiii, 

35; articles of association, 35n48; ap- 
pointed to examine Iron Manufac- 
turing Company property, 122, 133, 
144 

Zion’s Savings Bank and Trust Com- 
pany, xvi, xx, xxviii, 10, 25, 276, 288- 
90, 301, 315, 340-41, 345, 353-60, 
362, 373-74, 376, 380, 391-92, 394- 
95, 397, 411-12, 419-21, 423-24, 427, 

431, 436-37, 443, 445, 449, 451, 453- 
54, 461, 464, 467, 470; stock, 250-51, 
363-64, 366, 372; dedication, 428-29, 

432, 472, 476, 483-84 

Zundel, Isaac, 21; accompanies Indians 
on visit with John Taylor, 150-51; di- 
vorces wife, Almira, 222; purchases 
books for Malad Indian farm, 40; 
trustee for Washakie farm, 192, 214 
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